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The Publisher of the present Volume of Local Records, intends to continue the work annually ; and 
he trusts, by using due diligence in forming the collections, to render them not only interesting to 
the general reader, but useful as references to the historical and topographical inquirer. 

The few errors, consequent upon interruptions to which the publication has been unavoidably 
subjected, will be easily detected by the local reader ; and any defects which may be pointed out, 
will be carefully avoided by the Publisher in future. 

Gateshead^ January^ 1^40. 
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HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS 



TOWN COUNCIL, Nov. 9, 1837. 



The Council assembled tliis day at noon, in the Council 
Chamber in the Town Hall. The whole of the members 
were present with the exception of Aldermen Barras and 
Hawks, and Councillors Attwood and Johnson. After the 
Town Clerk had read the p^oce^dings of the last meeting, 
the Mayor, Michael Hall, Lsq. ros-e and expressed his thanks 
to the members of the Council for the great kindness he had 
i^eceived from them during the time he had been Chief 
Magistrate. He would now beg to propose Mr. Pollock as in 
every way a fit and proper person to fill the office of Mayor 
of the borough. Mr. Pollock had been most attentive to his 
duties in the Council, and would, he (Mr. Hall) had no doubt 
discharge the office of Mayor with honour lo himself, and 
advantage to the 1 own. (applause.) 

Mr. W. HrMERS seconded the nomination, and no other 

g^rson being proposed, a shew of hands was taken, and Mr. 
ollock was elected fiem. con, 

James Pollock, Esq. was warmly greeted on rising. 
He said he thanked the Council most smcerely for the great 
honour conferred upon him, by electing him Mayor of this 
ancient borough. He was not sensible of any claims he had 
to that distinction, but if he had been or any service to 
Gateshead, he was a thousand times overpaid. He would 
endeavour, by the punctual and faithful discharge of the 
duties of his office, to evince how much he was desirous to 
prove that he appreciated their kindness (loud applause). 

Mr. Fairbairn proposed and Mr. W. H. Brockett 
seconded a vote of thanks to Mr. Hall, the outgoing Mayor, 
for the manner in which he had discharged the duties of his 
office, during the past year. This was carried unanimously 
and with applause, and Mr. Hall briefly expressed his 
acknowledgments. 

The Mayor elect then subscribed the declarations of office. 

Mr. Rowntree said if there was no particular business 
then before the Council he would read a paragraph from a 
newspaper he held in his hand, which purported to refer to 
some proceedings which took place at the last meeting of 
the Council, and from which he was absent— Mr. R. then 
read the following paragraph from the Newcattle Journal 

"Mr William Bowittbee again.— At the meeting of Gateshead 
Councillors, on Wednewlay. Mr. William Hyroers, a Magistrate of 
the borough, said be believed there was a Councillor who had become 
disqualified, and at his request the Town Clerk read the d2nd section 
of Ute Municipal Act (to which, in reference to Mr. Rowntree, we 
some time ago called attention,) which provides that in case a Coon- 
dllor shall become bankrupt, or appl^ for relief under the Ittsolvent 
Act, or make a deed of assignment, his office shall be declared void. 
Mr. Hymers then handed in a paper, purporting that one of the 
CoundUors had made an assignment for the benefit of his creditors. 
and calling a meeting of the same, but the circular did not contain 
any signature ; and moved that it was the opinion of the Council that 
Uie said individual had become ii»olvent, and that another Councillor 
should be elected in his stead. The motion having been seconded by 
Mr. Cummins, it was opposed by Mr. Brockett, on the ground that 
there was no legal evidence that Mr. Kowntree had compounded with 
his eradttors, although he did not deny the notoriety of the fact. 
" I.e^ai evidence " forsooth ! Honest Damon— most worthy Pythias 
— par nobUe fratrum. Mr. Hymers, after some discussion, with- 
draw his motion ; but we trust he will resume it when provided with 
legal proof, which mif^t, we imagine, be readily obtained." 

Mr. Hall said — I pledge my word there was no such occur- 
rence took place here at alL It was with reference to a very 
dififerent person, and that person's name was mentioned more 
than once during the discussion. The reporter might have 
got the facts if he chose. 

Mr. Rowntree would take the opportunity, having been 
referred to by the abominable and libellous print he had 



quoted, to say that the statement made in it was totally de- 
void of truth. He had neither become bankrupt, made a 
deed of assignment, nor taken the benefit of the Insolvent 
Act. He gave public notice of this unqualified and decided 
statement that it was untrue — ^he had belen so much traduced 
by the paper in question as a member of the council, that he 
felt it to be his duty to give a total disclaimer to the insinu- 
ations thrown out (applau&e). 

Mr. W. Hymers said as his name was in the paragraph 
he must state that he was much surprised when ne saw it, 
Mr. Rowntree was never named at all to the meeting. 

Mr. Cummins also declared that no allusion whatever 
was made to Mr. Rowntree. 

Mr Rowntree said he was perfectly satisfied; he wished 
to give as public a contradiction as possible to the statement 

[It is monstrous that respectable men should be slandered by this 
mendacious Tory print. The ca«e of Mr. Rowntree is bat one speci- 
men out of a large number of the mode in which the Reformers are 
annoyed and iniured. These slanders, however, will not be endured 
without being fully refitted, and the odium thrown back upon those 
who so ftdf>ely and recklessly circulate them. — Editor of Gateshead 
Observer'} 

The quarterly meetings of the Council were appointed to 
be held on February 9, May 8, and August 7. 

'ITie standing committees for the ensuing year were then 
ai>pointed. The old members were generally re-appointed, 
with the exception that on the Market committee Mr. Joseph 
Robson's name was inserted in the place of Mr. C. Attwood. 
who never attends the meetings. Mr. Brockett declinea 
being longer on the Railway committee, and proposed Mr. 
Fairbairn in his place, which was carried. On tne Watch 
committee Mr. Davidson was elected in the place of Mr. 
Colman. 

The Aldermen for the wards were then nominated by the 
Councillors of each ward, viz.: — Ea<t ward, Mr. Abbot; 
West, Mr. Banus ; South, Mr. Thos. Wilson. 

A letter was read by the Town Clerk from Mr. Stoddart, 
the agent to the Dean and Chapter of Durham, having 
reference to an application made by the Council to give up 
their interest in some property in Fipewellgate. He would 
recommend the Chapter to give up their interest if Mr Price 
who, he said, would be the person most benefitted, would 
give up his. 

Mr. Price said it could not be expNectcd that he should 
give up his interest without compensation. It would not add 
to his convenience, for he had three entrances to his 
premises. 

Mr. Brockett thought it due to Mr. Stoddart, who had 
acted in this business with much kindness and consideration 
for the interests of Gateshead, that they should pass him a 
vote of thanks, and assure him that the Council felt highly 
indebted to him for the interest he had taken in the pros- 
pects of Gateshead; and that the Watch Committee be re- 
quested to ascertain the value of Mr. Price's interest, and to 
report thereon to the Council. 

Mr. Graham seconded the motion, which was carried. 

The Town Clerk then read a letter from Mr. Joseph 
Willis, requesting the payment of £37 for services per- 
formed. Mr. Willis had taken legal advice on the subjecU 
and requested to know whether, in the borough-rate they had 
lately laid on, the sum was included which would satisfy 
his claim. 

Mr. Price recommended that the opinion of some emin- 
ent Counsel should be taken upon the matter. 
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Mr, Brockett moved, and Mr. J. Hyhers seconded, 
that the Treasurer be instructed to tender to Mr. Willis 
£7. 6s. 4d. being expenses incurred in putting in execution 
the provisions of the Municipal Reform Act 

After some conversation, Mr. Price moved that a com- 
mittee of three, with the Town Clerk, prepare a case for the 
opinion of the Recorder of Newcastle, as to the liability of 
the Council to pav the demand made by Mr. WUlis. 

On a shew of hands there were for Mr. Price's amend- 
ment on Mr. Brockett's motion 13, against it 3. 

Messrs. Price, Graham, and Abbot, with the Town Clerk, 
were appointed a committee to prepare the case. 

Mr. KOBSON made some observations with reference to a 
resolution he had for reducing the Town Clerk's salary. 

Mr. Brockett said, — Perhaps Mr. Robson will allow 
me to make a few obser\'ations oefore he puts that resolu- 
tion, as when he hears the notice I intend to conclude with, 
he may find it will be as well to wait until the decision of 
the question, of which I am going to give notice. Mr. 
Mayor— I hereby give notice, that at the next meeting of 
this council, I shall move ^ that it be an instruction to the 
Town Clerk to lay the whole of the papers which were lately 
submitted to a meeting of rate payers, before one of the 
Counsel who were engaged on the part of this Corporation 
in the argument for a Mandamus, for his opinion as to which 
of the courses left to the council shall be s^opted for obtain- 
ing control of the Borough Property." I shjul also propose 
that the Town Clerk be instructed to append this notice to 
the circular calling the next meeting, addressed to the Coun- 
cillors, in order that no gentleman may plead ignorance of 
the business about to be brought for^'ard. I shall not enter 
into the question at this time, but I think it necessary to 
mention one subject, inasmucn as I consider a sly, unfair, 
and unfounded imputation is industriously circulated in the 
Borough of Gateshead — that the Corporaition is solely and 
exclusively the creation of one party of individuals in this 
town. I am quite aware, that under the circumstances of a 
borough rate, which was not expected, having to be levied, 
many persons who did not take the trouble of inquiring fur- 
ther than into the ability or propriety of paying this rate, 
naturally join with those individuals who are anxious to 
raise a clamour against the Corporation, and against certain 
parties whom they wish to represent as the creators of it — 
I do not think this is fair. It is fair that the public should 
know that a Corporation was petitioned for to the House of 
Commons — that a memorial was sent to the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department, praying that a Charter 
might be granted to the town of Gateshead, and that the town 
was ready to enter into any arrangement for the improve- 
ment of the place, and the regulation of its internal affairs. 
I think it also right to inform the public that the committee 
ordered by a public meeting of the inhabitants of Gateshead, 
to communicate with government upon this subject, com- 
prehended many of the very parties who are now most busily 
employed in these defamatory reports to the contrary. I beg 
it to be perfectly understood, that at that time (I am sure 
many gentlemen here will recollect being upon that commit- 
tee in the vestry), the committee was composed of parties as 
fairly and eoually as could be, representing the different 
opinions of the place. The joint secretaries upon that occa- 
sion — to shew it was not entiiely composed of one party — 
were Mr. Kell and Mr. Swinburne. Tnc party with whom 
the Member for Gateshead corresponded upon the subject 
was Mr. Swinburne ; and I have in my hand some docu- 
ments sent to that member, and certain letters returned by 
him in answer, addressed to Mr. Swinburhe. [Here Mr. 
Brockett read the memorial against the appointment of sti- 
pendiary magistrates, which stated that the inhabitants of 
Gateshead were ready to provide an efficient police, and had 
applied for a charter to enable them to enjoy Uic protection 
and advantages of a responsible local government] Now, 
gentlemen, previous to tfte transmission of this memorial to 
Lord Melbourne, a committee consisting of Mr. Willis, my- 
aelf, and a great number of individuals, prepared a plan for 
a charter, detailing what was thought best, in the opinion of 
that committee, as to the officers and the general machinery, 
and so well ana truly were the provisions so recommendea 
considered, and apparently, so highly approved at head 
quarters, that the bill brought forward by Lord Brougham 
in the House of Lords — the first bill for providing Corponu 



tions for different large towns in the Kingdom — absolutely 
adopted, nearlv verbatim, the recommendations sent from 
Gateshead to the Secretary of State. These are the circum- 
stances under which the' first Corporation commenced in 
Gateshead. It was well known that government was about to 
bring in that bill — ^it was brought in — ^whereby charters were 
to be granted to all the large towns of the ICingdom. We 
never heai-d one word at that time of the impropriety and 
danger, and the " curse" of a Corporation — all things went 
on smoothly and well. The public at that time thought 
there would be an advantage gained by having the adminis- 
tration of justice within the Borough — at that time, I dare 
say, there was a little dissatisfaction with the numerous pro- 
secutions in the County. It is perhaps somewhat improper 
to speak of the absent, but under Mr. Dobson's manage- 
ment, it was thought there was a little too much leaning to- 
wards the expenses of the profession — a leaning which ap- 
pears to be unpopular in this council. But not one wonl 
then as to the impropriety of a Corporation ; the administra- 
tion of justice was thought to be imperfect Mr. Dobson, 
it was thought) was not exactly the sort of man calculated to 
carry into effect the intentions of the public, with respect to 
theaiiiministration of justice. But a verj' short time, gentle- 
men, clasped when Mr. Dobson, for reasons best known to 
himself, for I never could see any, chose to expatriate him- 
self from Gateshead. A vacancy in the office of Magistrates 
Clerk was to be filled up. A very untoward change ** came 
o'er the spirit of their dream," when this office was vacant. 
The magistrates of the county had a very pleasant piece of 
patronage to exercise. It was then found by certain individuals 
in Gateshead, and their friends, that a Corporation in Gates- 
head was avery bad thing— that itwasabsurd to goon plaguing 
the Government to grant a Corporation and local Magistrates, 
because Mr. Dobson being gone^ and Mr. Willis appointed 
in his stead, there was no necessity for the alteration. This 
may be very proi>er and very right — ^they may avail them- 
selves of that old hacknied opinion, that a person may change 
his mind, and see a necessity for thinking differently ; but 
I would rather men saw that necessity when their own in- 
terests were not concerned. I would rather no shadow of 
suspicion could be thrown upon the intentions of in\ividuals 
who discovered, when they had nothing to gain, that a Cor- 
poration was goo<1, and when they had something to gain 
that it was bad. No such imputation can apply to us, who 
ai*e now maligned — we supported it at that time in conjunc- 
tion with those changeable indi\'iduals ; we joined in the ap- 
plication to government for a Corporation, and stated the 
grounds on which we asked it The appointment of Mr. 
Dobson's successor did not alter tho5e grounds ; |if they ex- 
isted before the expatriation of Mr. Dobson, were they not 
necessary aflcr it I Was there not the same necessity before 
and alter that unfortunate event I What is the conclusion ! 
We have seen extensive manufacturers publishing placards 
in the streets, challenging the Corporation to produce one 
single benefit they have effected for the inhabitants of Gates- 
head. And though I cannot say that the identical individual 
of tiiat extensive manufactory, absolutely signed the memo- 
rial to government praying for this Corporation — praying 
for this King which he apprehends is about to swallow him 
up— (Laughter>~I am not mistaken that a partner of his 
was very attentive during the consideration of the subject, 
and it was only fair to infer, in the absence of all opposition, 
that he represented the interests and feelings of his niin ! and 
that partner voted fairly for the recommendations to govern- 
ment on this matter. It is too bad that the experimen t concocted 
and tried by those individuals, and which to their new no- 
tion, has happened to be a failure, (supposing it to be a 
failure), should be represented as resulting to tlie glory and 
benefit of the finders of fault, and entirely to the discredit 
of those parties who have acted consistently from the begin- 
ning to the end. I am sure, gentlemen^ it is unnecessary to 
say all this to yoiu for you all know it is true. I appeal to 
Mr. Hymers, to Mr. Graham, and to every individual who 
recollects the circumstance of preparing and sending to go- 
vernment this memorial, whether every word I have stated 
here is not strictly and perfectly correct. I trust that the 
observations I have made will go forth to the public, in or- 
der to disabuse them of a prejudice unfairly attempted to be 
established against the motives and utility of the Corpora- 
tion of Gateshead.— (Applause). 
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Mr. RoBSON moved that the Town Clerk's salary be re- 
duced from £80. to £50. per annum ; but on the suggestion 
of the Ma^or, gave notice of the motion for discussion at the 
next meeting. 

The Council then adjourned to Wednesday the 6th Dec., 
to meet at noon. 



MEETING OF THE BOROUGH-HOLDERS AND 
FREEMEN. 

[from a correspondent.] 

A meelang of these gentlemen, oonsistingof nearly thirty Borough- 
holders and two FrtBemen, was held at the Anchorage on Monday 
Not. 13,— Josh. Greene, Esq., in the Chair — ^when the accounts of 
the Stewards, after being examined by Mr. Nicholas Andrews and 
Mr. John Hall, were read, by which it appeared there was a balance 
of £81. 178. 4|d. in their hands. An application was made by Mr. 
Patrick Freeman, for leave to enclose a piece of ground at^'oining 
his property, as a great accommodation to himself, he being about 
tn build, but the proposition, after being energetically opposed by 
Mr. Falkous, was not put to the vote. Mr Kenmir then called the 
attention of the meeting to the bad state of the Borough Property^ 
particularly of that in High Street, where the very spars of the roof 
were being taken away for firewood. — Mr. Price moved, and Mr. 
Hind seconded the motion, that the materials of the Brick Mill be 
sold by Auction, and the money taken eare o/.'— Mr. Wylam asked if 
this property could be sold?— Mr. Willis answered in the negative, 
but that Uie materials might be made use of on the same property. 
Mr. Robert Scott asked who was liable to Mr. Henry Smith, in case 
the property, upon which he had a Mortgage, should be found insuf- 
iident to satisfy the mortgage?— Mr. Williit answered that Mr. 
Scott, and the other Boroufi^h-holders were liable to Mr. Smith.—- 
An amendment on Mr. Price's motion was then moved by Mr. 
Swinburne, and seconded by Mr. Thomas Robinson, that plans and 
estimates be procured for building houses on the site of the Brick 
Mill, which caused some discussion,— Mr. Swinburne pointing out 
that it was not binding upon the meeting, as it might be rescinded 
hereafter, and Mr. John Smitli contending that it would be uigust 
towards the Freemen, who had only a life interest in the property. 
The amendment, however, was carried, and a committee, consisting 
of Messrs. John Lister, jun., Michael Hobson, Robert Young, Geo. 
Hudspeth, and Thomas Bulcraig, was appointed, on the mouon of 
Mr. Kenmir, seconded by Mr. Lister, for carrying the resolution 
into effect. Mr. Price was proposed as a member of the committee, 
but ho declined. Mr. Hind said they might as well give the pro- 
pertv up at once to the Council as proceed in this manner. The 
Chairman enquired as to the application of the ftinds to the defence 
of any Airther proceedings which might be instituted by the Coun- 
cil. Messrs. Willis and Swinburne answered, that a resolution was 
already on the books on that subject. The meeting was then ad> 
joumed for a month, on the suggestion of Mr. Kenmir, in order that 
a fUll attendance of the Borough-holders might be had, and their 
sentiments ascertained as to what was to be done with the property. 
During the preceding discussion, Mr. Josliua Greene made some 
allusion to the forthcoming " Gateshead Observer," but his obser- 
vations were not sufficiently audible to be correctly reported. 

Nov. 25. — We have the authority of Mr. Folkous and several re- 
spectable gentlemen who attended the meeting of borough-holders 
and iVeemen, reported last week, to say that our correspondent was 
incorrect in stating that Mr. Falkous opposed the grant of leave to 
Mr. Patrick Freeman. 

Gateshead Mechanics' Institute. — It g-ives 
us much pleasure to announce that the Earl of Durham 
has presented the handsome donation of £40 to this Insti- 
tution. We are sute that the interest his Lordship has thus 
evinced for the moral and social improvement of the work- 
ing classes will be duly appreciated by them, and we trust 
will act upon them as a stimulus to greater exertions in 
self-improvement We are gratified to learn that the Me- 
chanics' Institute here is in a prosperous state ; looking 
around its library we find the shelves well stocked with books, 
all which appear to have been carefully selected ana 
are admirably adapted to form and foster a taste fo 
reading and at tlie same time to impart most valuable inr 
formation. We shall be at all times most happy to render 
any service in our power to advance its intereits. 



SPECIAL MEETING OF THE GATESHEAD TOWN 
COUNCIL.— Wednesday, Nov. 16. 



A special meeting was this day held, convened by requisition, to 
take into consideration a letter received by the Town Clerk from 
Mr. Willis, with reference to his bill. 

The Mayor was in the chair. Present, all the members of the 
cotuidl, except Alderman Hawks ; Councillors Sowerby, Reveley, 
Johnson and Attwood. 

The Town Clerk read the requisition to the Mayor, in compliance 
^th which the meeting was held. The requisition was for a meeting 



to be held to adopt such measures as should appear necessary, 
relative to a letter of the 9th instant, addrssaed by Mr. Willis to the 
Town Clerk, stating in effect that it was his intention to proceed 
against the council, to compel them to lav a borous^ rate to pay him 
the sum <tf £S6., expenses incurred by lum, and hu charges as Town 
Clerk, in cairyiug into efltet the bill for regulating Municipal Cor> 
porations. The Town Clerk then stated that he had oommunieated 
to Mr. Willis the resolution of the lajit meeting of the council with 
reference to his claim, which the latter submitted in his letter upon 
which the council had now to deliberate, was not an answer to his 
former letter, or such a one as under eTi«M»g circumstances he 
ought to be satisfied with, as the time for preparing a case, and ob- 
taining counsel's opinion, would pos^nethe time until after the 
present term ; and he could not afterwards adopt proceedings. He 
did not wish for litigation ; but as the oouncu had thought fit to 
adopt the course they had done, which waa a partial reftiaal— he 
must act upon their positive reftisal on the 4th October to pay it. 
But if the council (the writer proceeded) thought proper, whilst be 
was making the necessary preparations, to make a borou^^ rate to 
pay him. — which be said thev could do under the 1st Victoria, o. 81 
— ^e had no objection to waive proceedings and wait for payment 
until an opinion was obtained, on the understanding that if it was in 
fiivour of payment, he should be paid. This, however, was to be 
with the understanding that the opinion was not to be taken upon an 
exparte statement, but that his appointment by the Stewards, and 
other matters mentioned, should be made part of it. The Town 
Clerk proceeded to say, that upon receipt of the letter he had juat 
read, he summoned a meeting of the committee appointed to draw 
the case. Mr. Graham only attended, and by his (Ureetion he (the 
Town Clerk) waited upon Mr. Willis to ask if he would pve the 
committee a week to procure Mr. Williamson's opinion ; this he re- 
ftised to do, and therefore a special meeting of the council was sum- 
moned. 

Mr. Graham said, the reason Mr. Willis gave fbr not complying 
with the request for a week's delay was, that it waa absolutely neoes- 
aary that proceedings should take place this term, and that he could 
not make a motion on the subject after Thursday or Friday week. 

Mr. Price moved that Mr. Willis have the same power of bring- 
ing it forward another term ? 

Mr. Graham.— We have not the power of laying a rate 
under the act of Victoria, after the 17th J anuary. 

Mr. Abbot did not see any objection there could be to increase 
the borouf^ rate for this purpose. 

The Town Clerk thought the councU did not exactly understand 
the proceedings Mr. Willis hod in contemplation. Ifhe were to pro- 
ceed by action he could commence it at any time between November 
and the 17th January ; but his intention (he understood) was to pro- 
ceed by mandamus against the Mayor and Council, to compel them 
to make a borough rate to meet these expenses. 

Mr. Prick repeated that his conviction was, that Mr. Willis could 
proceed at any time he thought proper. 

At the request of a Councillor, the Town Clerk read Mr Willis's 
letter of the 8ib November, in which he stated that being advised be 
could obtain payment of a fair and reasonable compensation for his 
services in putting into execution the provisions of the Municipal 
Reform Act, and the expenses incurred in so doing, he had to re- 
quest payment of his account for the purpose, amounting to £37. Os. 
4d. In answer to another Councillor, the Town Clerk said the 
borough rate of jC423. which had been levied did not include the 
whole of this account— only £7. 6s. 4d. 

Mr. Brockktt observed to the Town Clerk that he did not think 
that the latter properly understood Mr. Price's question, and which 
he deemed a very proper one— it was, that if Mr. WiUis, as he main- 
tains in his letter, is entitled to, and can obtain payment from 
the council of a flur and reasonable compensation for his services, 
whether he cannot obtain that payment six months hence, as easUy 
as he can now. 

The Town Clbrk.— I think it would be an answer to Mr. Wilhss 
application for a mandamus if he were to allow the proper time for 
making the application to pass. 

Mr. Brockett.— He ha<i made the wpplication. I should like 
Mr. Mayor to know the Town Clerk's opinion, whether if this daim 
is a just one, Mr. Willis could not make us pay it as easily six 
months after as he can now. 

The Town Clerk.— Not so easily, and for the reason I have 

Mr.BROCKETT.— If I understand a writ of mandamus right. It is 
to make the rate payers pay itf 

Town Clerk.— It is. 

Mr. Brockett.— But I am asking you as to the council? 

The Town Clerk said he had answered that already. Mr. 
Brockett said he thought not; and the Town Clerk appealed to the 
council if they were not satisfied with the answers he had given to 
Mr. Brockett's questions. No one spoke. He then said, I say that 
Mr. Willis's case will not be strengthened, but on the contrary 
weakened by being allowed to slumber. 

Mr. Brockett.— Very well; that is an answer. 

Mr. BowNTREE asked the Town Clerk if , in his opinion, the 
council had power to make a second rate ? 

The Town Cle rk said that was a very doubtfUI point. The words 
of the act of parliament went to authorise them to make a boroogb- 
rate, thev had made one: these acts were to be construed as penal 
acts, and construed stricdy. The only question was whether the 
Court might not be disposed to say that the words " borough rate" ' 
shall be deemed to signify both singular and plural; the act he was* 
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anadingli> being to amend one to which there wasa general daiue— 
ibat in ce. iain cwen singular shall be cojuit.-aed to 'm plural. 

M.-. G&AJBAM said, be held in his hand the opinioa of Mr. Ing- 
ham, wb«ch Ml-. WiUis bad obtai.ird; and it \7w t'ja; tlie eouadl 
bad the povre.* of maki.)g another bo oagh rate .o meet bin doijand. 
Mr. G. vbpm toea moved that M/. Wi'lis's blU >)e foitiifvitb paid. 

Mi*. BJU>ca.BTT— Tlien you go Ai.'tlier ttmn Mr. ViUis mIcs you 
to go, in your Hoc aijty. He is «lUin^ to abide by the opinion. 
M^'. GnABAM— I thi'ik )<>e 0|)i.iioa is a wante of mooey. 
M'. nowNT&KB — Bat luat qucsUon wa^ carried, aad jou aiip. 
poilc'l iL Mr. Bovmi -ee lUca went on to argue Uiat if the opinion 
iiiey uad ag *oed to take was in farour of the aabiiity of the council 
tOiMty, the council would 6 ml means to jwy tUe sum; pnd he 
tbong'it Mr. Willis stepped out of his path wlieu be directed bow it 
abonid be paid. He tbou^t ibis T.as not courteous in Mr. Willie, 
as it showed a doubt that they did iniead to pay, even if Uie 
opinion nuouTd be against tl}e{n. IfMi*. Graham's motion wei« 
ca.vled it would go foith that the council refused to pay that they 
tbougat be wa^ enatied to, because they thought that he would not 
coriiuieace p occcdiugs; but now when he threatened them they 
showed liuit ibey were not firm in their decision, but gave wa^im- 
m"di«>^ely. Tj*«) wa^ a situation in which no private individual 
woiMf like to 1)0 placed. Tbei'e was no ftirther evidence before the 
couucli an to ibe legality of Mr. Willis's claim to £30. which they 
had not iiero.e. He contended that they had no evidence of any 
dcsc inao*s and if they did away with two resolutions after the quea- 
tio 1 bad uuen fully argued, thev would place themselves in a very 
singular po'idon. He (Mr. K.J conceded the point as to taking the 
op^iion from a wish that Mr. Willis should have every legal claim 
sai^isiieti. If they were liable to pay the demand they would raise 
tNe ways and means to satisfy Mr. Willis; and ne could not 
tb-^rrTo.e be mo.e secure than he was. If he had a legal claim he 
oould make them pay it; and when he (Mr. R.) looked round 
that oonadl end saw how many respectable and wealthy gentlemen 
composed it, he did not see why tiiey should not amongst them raise 
£00. 

Mr. Abbot thou£,htthe sum was not worth contending about; 
he was convinced liiat a Counsel's opinion would be a very expen- 
sive thing, and it would almost trouble the bill even in that case. 

Mr. B::u)CKBTT— Mr. Willis was not our officer; he was clerk of 
the bier. p.xU, and employed by them. 

Mr. Abbot said if he had been in Mr. Willis's situation, he 
would have proceeded for payment long ago. 

M -. Wilson thoug^it they weiie proceeding in a way which 
would make them look very ridiculous in the eyes of the public. 
They took proceedings by mandamus in the Borou^ Property, and 
Mr. WilttM, by a little adroit management, got them to say they 
would go no fiLther. Mr. Willis's claim came on, and at the last 
me^ng tliey rewlved to take Counsel's opinion, and to-day they 
wbjT called upon to change that determination. What would the 
people who sent them there think of than. In the first case, they 
suspended pix>ccedings from a fear of spending money— in the second 
case (that of Mr. ^7il1is) they were to take an opinion before they 
paid money, and in the third case they would at onoe pay the money. 
Thev made themselves most ridiculons. 

Mr. Beockett— I beg leave to move an amendment to the reso- 
lution of Mr. Ginham, and in doing so, shall trouble the Coundl 
with a few observations. I am sure it i» not at all mv wish to 
impugn the legal opinion of the Town Clerk, or of Mr. Willis, or any 
other gentleman, but I should like to know, from any individuid 
having a daim upon this Council, and included in the sum of £423 
3s. 7^d. o.-dered to be levied by a rate, and among which persons Mr. 
John AbboU appears for 1 7s 9d. , whether if the Council had reAised to 
him to lay on a borough rate for that amount, he would have gone 
to the King's Bench for a Mandamus to compel the Coundl to lay a 
rate on, or he would have brousht an action for the money. 
Mr. Abbot— My c&ie woula be very diflbrent flrom Mr. Willis's. 
Mr. Bbockbtt— The only difference I can see u the justice or 
ii^ustioe of the claim. I can see that so flu: as that is concerned, 
there is a difference between Mr. Abbot and Mr. Willis, for Mr. 
Abbot's, in my opinion, is a just claim, and Mr. Willis's an ui^ust 
one. But admitting, for the sake of argument, that Mr. Willis's was 
a just claim, I ask you whethei* the remedy is not the same if the debt 
is the same? No question of it. No person who did not want to 
annoy this Council, and hold it up to the ridicule of every munid- 

ril eonatitoency, would have attempted to proceed by mandamus. 
wiU say fUrther, that had not Mr. Willis been encouraged by mem- 
bers of this Coundl, as to the reception his daim would meet with 
here, I venture to say we should have recdved no such letter as this 
from him. Look at the tone of the one and the other; one aU con- 
dliation and courtesy, presenting a daim to the polite condd«eration 
of the Council, but now (hat he sees you fUter, that you deviate ftrom 
your two solemn resolutions, and make yonrsdves the lan^iing- 
stoeks of those who sent you heiv, he assumes a bold fiXint, widsays 
" if yon do not pay me my money, 1 will bring you before the King's 
Bendi— will bring you before the public, and have them to talk about 
the eiqienae of a mandamus again, knowing well you have had 
enons^ said about one," and by this means he wiU compel you to 
pay the money of the rate-paye.8, whieh yoa have already twice said 
ought not to be paid.— Do you intend to pay all daims in this way ? 
Is any man to write a letter to you, saying he wants £20. or £30., 
and that if Toa do not par him, be will bring yon before the King's 
Bendi, and upon that wiU you pay the money 7 Is that the war to 
exerdse the aolemn tmst the rate-payers reposed in you, when 
they elected yoa to pi^oleet thdr property and money? Why 



the ratfr-payera mi|^ aa well have a pared of aasea in th» 

Council Chamber as men» who would so conduct themeelves. — 
(Hear, hear.)— Ton would make fbols of youv-selves; it would be a 
disgrace for any men wiUi a partide of understanding, to dt at a 
Coundl Board and stultify themselves as such a proposition will 
assu.-edly do. I will not be one of a pa^ty of men who cculd, at the 
threat of an attorney, who claims £10., which you have twice said 
ou^t not to be paid, throw overboani every aemolMoee of consist- 
ency,, aud set at nought that public oonfiiieoce oy wbidi they ob- 
tai;ied the<r sets. You may think this is seve e language, but it is 
the language of tiuth and of common se-nse— it emanatr^ from that 
prind^e which appointed you heie to protect and overlook the 
intCt^ests of the i-ate-payers. And in the excess of your degiodation, 
in the anxiety to render yourselves ridiculous, it is fao;x^, or 
rather Mr. Graham proposes, for I cannot imagine it iwssibie that 
the Coundl will ag.ve to it— it is proiMsed to go even Ai.lber than 
Mr. Willis asks you to do. Mr. WiUis is well satisfied, uud per- 
haps he may be right ; I am not prophet enough to know what the 
decision of the Counsel to whom the case is to be submitted may 
be— but Mr. Willis is quite ready to abide by that dedsion, if t)ie 
case is correctly drawn up, and he has mentioned certain things 
which of cou.-se would be included in that case. What does Mr. 
Willis say ? He says " I don't want the money — I am ready to 
abide by the dedsion of the Barrister; — the only condition I make is, 
that the case shall be fairly d.-a^n up, and indude a proper descrij^v 
tion of the ciTcanstances in which I wa<< placed." Why i ask you if 
you have not that confidence in Mr. Graham, Mr. Abbot, and Mr. 
Price, all of whom are known not to be unfavourable to Mr. Willis, 
narticulariy fVom what we have seen to day — ^the one proposing that 
he shall be paid immediately — the other saying that if he had bt^en 
in Mr. WiUis's situation, he would not have been trifled wilb so 
long. Can you suppose that a case drawn up by those two gentle- 
men, and by the Town Clerk, of whose integrity no one can 
entertain a doubt— do von expect that the case would be drawn up 
agdnst Mr. Willis, or if he had the drawing of it up himself, he could 
make it more impartial than those gentlemen will do. 1, for one, 
have no objection that those gentlemen should show M;*. Willis the 
case, and let him suggest to them to put in, or keep oui, ocly SbOting 
the nets fairly — all we want is to lay before the Counsel the truth — 
and can the.^ be any doubt as to acti^ upon the result of 
an application based upon t.-uth 7 Neiiner Mr. Willis, nor 
this coundl can wish to claim any advantage upon prin- 
dplee at variance witii truth. Then why this extiieue has.« 
to do more than Mr. Willis asks you to do, except it u upon tbat 
prindple of aposlacy what has been generally ubsenred to pi«vail, 
when men do change thdr opiaions. Witness Sir Fituids Burdett 
and other individuals notorious in the political worid — ^it is gene.-ally 
observed, that they rush from one extieme to the otbe«\ *> on have 
two solemn resolutions that Mr. WiUis ought not to be paid ;— these 
are in my opinion just. Afier havingtwice solemnly recorded tb's, a 
change comes over ^ou for some reason or another. I cannot believe 
it is the dread of paying £30. ;— itis not much above a guinea a-,iieoe 
if we have to pay it out of our own pockets. Weare notsui^ly rrduoed 
by Uie excess of boron^ rates and litigation to such extreme poverty 
that we could not amount us raise £30. If it is not the dread of 
the £90. what is it then ? will any one tell me what it is 7 You have 
twice said it shall not be paid, and another time you said, we will take 
Itfgel opinion upon it Can anv man doubt that the opia^on of corn- 
sd will be obtained before the 17th of January— a spar? of two 
months ? Then what is it 7 I tell you what I fear tie pt«bMo wiU 
suspect it i»— that you have been assuming a courage which you <*o 
not possess, nther for the purpose of frightening Mr. WiHis, or for 
Uiat of appearing flivouraklj in the eyes of the persons wbo sent you 
here, ^at will be the unfortunate dilemma in which you w'h be 
placed— -suspected by some of playing the part of boasters and mock 
courageous individusls, and by others of^ having a.Mumed a fkiae 
podtlon, and proved through your acts that you are ready to a-iandoa 
those whose interests you were sent to preserve. What is Uiis question 
of litigation 7 Did you over know an instance of a man appoiri lug 
himselfto a dtuation, and after having done so fxiDgh5<< own sala a 7 
Mr. Willis in his own affidavit, to the King's Bench, and here.again^ 
for the sake of argument, we will suppose bim to be correct, says 
there was no corporation existing in Gateshead, nobody upon whom 
the powers of the Municipal Act could be exercised, no person or in* 
dividuals could appoint to office ; and then he comes round and sajs, 
" I have done certain acts by virtue of that Munidpal Act," which 
he had already stated had no power upon him ; "and I have fixed my 
own salary at the sum of £30, and I tell you if you do not pay me it, I 
will bring you before the King's Bench " On no ground can Mr. Willis 
have a daim upon the Coundl except that he legally exerdsed his office, 
and legally performed those services. If he so acted, 1 would then ask 
you to point out the extra salary which has been paid to Mr. John 
Clayton, or to any other Town Clerk in the United Kingdom, in con- 
sequence of the performance of secular duties under that act 7— why 
not one fkuthing has been paid them. Mr. Willis is in a dilemma 
that all the courts of Europe cannot get him out of: — ^he must adnnt 
that he was the legal Town Clerk for carrying the provisions of the 
act into operation, or admit that he is a man who took a dtualion 
upon himsdf, fixed his own salary, and is now claiming the sum 
fixed by himself. And suppose the Court of King's Bench to hold 
that his claim is a correct one— the event will be tbat Mr. Willis 
having been the legally appointed Town Clerk, and having been 
legally removed fW>m office the borough f^ds, papers, and property, 
must come under the control of the CouncO, under the fi2nd sodion 
of the act Mr. Brockett, after a f^ fUrtiier observations, said — 
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Though I oj>j)osod iLo submission nf ;i cast u.\u>n the sum. i»i;ii;>i}»lt' » 
that 1 now remonstrate with you, a'/ninst a-loptiiisr ihr proposkii-n of { 
Mr. Graliain. I am notono of those who, tixKiiij^ the stns*^ of tho I 
Counsel and soeinK tho voice of it piv|»oiidtTatinK in a very lui-gv s 
mjyority, in favour of culopdnK tlie coai-se of tokiuffim opinicin, I for 
one never attempt to disturb it, but conj*ent at oiav to nbitb' by it. 
I therefore propose as an amendment to Mr. Graham's n-solution 
— that the Town Clerk be instructf'l to submit the case to be drawn 
U]) by the Committee, with his assistance, to Mr. Willis ; and that 
this Council having ^1 confidence in the impartiality of tlic Commit- 
tee— [Mr. GuAHAM here said he begKod to ifcithdraw fi*om the 
Committee} — to whom that case was entrusted, they l)e eraiwwered 
to adopt any sugffcstion of Mr. Willis's not inconsistent witli the 
fftcts of tho question, and that this Council pledges itself to abide by 
the opnion upon such case. 

Mr. Wilson* seconded the amendment. 

Some discussion, winch we have not space to report, ensued ; it 
ended however in Mr. Graham's withdrawing his motion, upon winch 
Mr. Brockett's resolution unanimouHly passed. 

Mr. Graham stated that he should not attend the Committee. 

The Council then dissolved. 

Presentation of a Piece of Plate to Michael 
Hall, Esq. — On Monday, Nov. 25,1837, a dinner was given 
at the Old Cannon, (Gateshead Fell, to Miehacl Hall, Esq., on 
occasion of presenting him with a piece of plate as a mark 
of respect, and the value entertained of the services rendered 
by him to the Gatcshtiad Fell Association for the Prosecution 
of Felons. Upwards of 40 srentlemen sat down to dinner. 
Matthew Plummer, Esq., wasiu tlu3 Chair: Mr. Wilson and 
Mr Cout were Vice-Presidents. Amongst the company were, 
the Mayor of Gateshead, and most of the members of the 
Town Council, Revs. W. Hawks and G. A. Lattimer, the 
Town Clerk, Clerk to the Magistrates, and Treasurer of 
Gateshead, &e. &c. After the usual loyal toasts, the Chair- 
man called for bumpers. He then, after some appropriate 
observations, presented to Mr. Hall an elegantly cnascd 
Silver Coffee Pot, subscribed for by the members of the 
association. The Chaiiman exprcssed his best wishes with 
those of all present for the happmess and prosperity of their 
friend, and concluded by proposing his healtn, which was 
drunk with the honours, Mr. Hall maile a brief but feeling 
reply. The following inscription is engraven upon the 
plate- 
Presented by the Members of the 
Gateshead Fell Association for the Prosecution of Felons, 
to Michael Hall, Esq., 
Mayor of the Borough of Gateshead, 
and Coroner <br Chester Ward, County of Durham, 
as a token of their respect and esteem for his 
valuable and honorary services 
«s their Treasurer and SecretMT during a period of 25 year*. 

The healths of « The Bishop of Durham and the Clergy of 
the diocese ' was tlie next toast given ; and was acknowledged 
by the lU*v. Messrs. Hawks and Lattimer. " The Mavor 
and Corporation of Gateshead" was given amidst loud ap- 
plause, and responded to by James Pollock, Esq., the Mayor. 
The health of Mr. Cout and the Committee of Manage- 
ment called up Mr. Cout, who duly acknowledged the 
honour. Mr. Hall proposal « the health of the Chairman," 
which was received with the honours, and met with a suit- 
able reply. ^ The Town Clerk of Gateshead" was proposed 
from the chair, and spoke to by Mr. Kell. Mr. Wilson gave 
"the Manufacturers of Gateshead Fell and success to them." 
(Loud cheers.) The « healths of the Vice-Presidents " fol- 
lowed, and was resj>onded to by Mr. Wilson in a humorous 
speech ; he also pointed out the advantages which had result- 
Sr/u^'Jr^^ establishment of the Gateshead Fell Association. 
« I he Magistrates of the Borough of Gateshead " was given 
from tlie Chair. Mr. W. H. Brockett being called upon, 
acknowledged tlie toast— he said the only desire of the 
Magistrates was to show themselves worthy the confidence 
of the crown, and of the approbation of the people. The 
health of Mr. Ellison,-the Lord of the Manor, Allowed, and 
was succeeded by that of the Clerk to the Magistrates of 
Gateshead, to which Mr. Swinburae replied. " The Coal 
I rade wa.s drunk with tliree times three. The health of 
Uie rreasurcr was duly responded to bv Mr. Walker. Mr. 
Kell, after a few e^mplimentary remarlis, gave ** Success to 
the Gatenhvad Ohserver, and the Liberty of the Press. 
(Cheers.) I he Editor of this paper acknowledged the toast 
flo kin(Uy gi\ en and so cordially receive*!. The Chairman 
jMoposed Ships, Colonie>, and Commerce." Other toasts 



were ui\cn by Mr. WIImui, Mr. Brockett, Mr. Cout, Mr. 
W. I.. Harlf, itc. 6ic.; thi-y included " Both Sides of the 
Tvnc," " The health of Mrs. Pollock," " The health of Mr. 
W. L. Ilai'lc," " Prosperity to the Gatcslieatl Fell Literary 
Society," ike. ^..c^ Several excellent and appropriate songs 
were 'iiven,aiul the evening was spent in the greatest hilarity. 



MEETING OF THE GATESHEAD COUNCIL. 
Wednesday, Dec. 6, 1837. 



The Town Council of this Borough assembled this Day 
pursuant to adjournment The Mayor was in tlie Chair, and 
there were present the whole of the Council except Aldermen 
Abbot, Hall, and Hawks; Councillors Attwood, Davis and 
Johnson. 

The Town Clerk having read the minutes of the last 
Meeting, reported that a case had been drawn with reference 
to Mr. Wilhs's claim, and submitted to the claimant, but he 
had made some lengthy additions to it, which bad prevented 
an opinion yet being taken upon it 

Mr. Brockett said as the opinion on the case had not 
been obtained, he begged to defer bringing forward his mo- 
tion on the subject of the Borough Property. He tiiought it 
was desirable they should know the opinion of Counsel upon 
this claim as it was in some measure connected with the 
other point 

The Town Clbrk submitted a copy of the Bjre-Laws of 
Newcastle, and suggested the propriety of a committee being 
appointed to compare them with those tor Gateshead, in order 
that they should be as much alike as possible. 

Mr. Rowntbee moved that the Mayor be considered ex- 
officio a member of all committees. — Carried. 

Mr. Barras moved that Messrs. Wilson, Brockett, Gra- 
ham, and Fairbaii-n be a committee for revising the Bye-Laws 
of the Council, with instructions to refer to the bye-laws of 
the Council of Newcastle. — ^Carried. 

The Town Clerk said that a deputation from the Law 
Society of Newcastle and Gateshead were waiting an audience 
of the Council, on the subject of an extension of the Mayor 
and Sheriff's Court of Newcastle to this Borough. 

Mr. Brockett moved that the deputation be admitted. — 
Carried. 

Mr. Fenwick, Mr. W. L. Harle, Mr. Cram, and Mr. Sey- 
mour then entered. 

Mr. Fenwick explained the object they had in waiting 
upon the council, to call attention to a recent act for amend 
ing the Municipal Reform Act, wherby it is enacted that 
in places where certain courts of record are instituted, that 
the Council of the Borough where such courts are^ and the 
magistrates of the adjoining county may memorialize the 
crown that the jurisdiction of any court of record shall be 
extended. The court of record at Newcastle wa«» one of pro- 
scription confirmed by the Charter of Elizabeth, and had 
been found exceedingly useful to the population of that 
Borough, for all actions, real, personal, or mixed were cog- 
nizable in it; solid and substantial justice could be obtained 
at small charge. There had been a succession of eminent 
Recorders of Newcastle, and from thirty-five years attendance 
upon the courts, he could say there had not been a single 
judgment pronounced in them which had been appealed 
against, nor one which had not been acquiesced in by both 
plaintiff and defendant Though the River Tyne divided 
Newcastle and Gateshead, we were one people and actuated 
by one common interest; nothing could atilect Newcastle that 
did not also afiect Gateshead, and rice versa. It was most 
desirable that these courts should be extended into Gates- 
head, in order that the inhabitants on one side the Tyne 
might have remedies against those living on the other 
thrj/ugh their medium. He pointed out some cases of great 
inconvenience which had arisen in consequence of there not 
being one court applicable to the two Boroughs. If they 
had them united for forensick purposes, all those mischiefs 
would be done awav with, and that great desideratum of 
legislature supplied, that the inhabitants of those great im- 
portant Boroughs should have solid and substantial justice 
administered at small charge. It was on those grounds that 
they were sent there that day—to beg that the council would 
take the matter into consideration and request the magistratei 
of tho county in so^sion assembled, that they would unite 
with tlu' eouneil of Newi-aslle in niemoriulizing Her Majesty 
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the member lor Nunli Diirhiim (Ciller^.) uli<» was all tliiii>:> 
to all men, ami when ht' ?ot iiilo the Hoimc ol Commons 
was a most umomproiiiisini; 'ror>. He (>Ir. K.) inUoeateil 
the Ballot U'^ a means to an end; he tlid not wi-;h to re-^t 
with that, but it w<uibl enable them to seinl men U> Tarlia- 
meut honestly ixwesenlhiu tlie tipinions oi' tiie neople, and 
by that means they would eain an h.xtenMonoJihe SutVniire, 
tlie shortenini? the duration of Parliaments, and they should 
obtain all thev asked. He (Mr. K.)luul a \o'e to iii\e and 
he exereised it not as his own, but a^ belon^inj: to the pnb- 
lie. No man had a riirlit to vote tor his own private interest 
orfeelinn:, but it should be exonistul for the IxMietit of the 
publie alone. (Cheei-s.) lie t«>ok tlie Ihillol as a means to 
an end and not a finality, he knew nolbinu of finality in Re- 
form; they must iro stejiln step and tbc\ would lh«*n obtain 
every thinj; desired for the people. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Doi'iiLEDAV said Mr. Harle had made a most extra- 
ordinaiy attempt t»> defend the ministry as a Ixuly by mak- 
inir a sort of seape jroat oi' l^ird John IJusm'U ; Lord John, 
he (Mr. O.) alleift'd, spoke the sentiments of the ministry 
who 110*1 thrown the mniple overboanl, and made a Airtual 
CiKilition with the 'lories. With many of the sentiments 
evpix'ssed by Mr. Harle on the Vote by Ballot hea.sjreed j he 
(Mr. D.) hall always l)eeii an advocate for the 75 allot, lH'eau>e 
it would .arive every man, rieh and poor, the riu'ht of volini? 
as he nleases, but he must consider, if the HalKu were adopt- 
ed witljout extension of the SutVrajre, upon what .sort of per- 
sons it would confer protection- -the present elector ought 
not to have the power of so votinj::. .Mr. Harle had told them, 
in terms so blunt, that they would not hear him so patiently 
as he (Mr. D.) could have wished, that a (H>nsi<lerable portion 
of the people of Enijhind hail not heads t<» bear I'niversal 
Suffrage; he would answer that a lari^e portion of the pre- 
sent electors have not heads to l)ear the Ballot, (Chwrs.) 
He TMr. D.) could not plaec such implii'it »'onfidenee on the 
midulo classes as that ; he was for the Ballot, but not until 
every man had a vote (Cheers.) Vniversal Suffraire was 
a ri^ht inhercnt to every man, and to the wcn-kinp: classes 
more than to any other. ' Let them not be humbu.<:;.ced by 
the talk of e<lueation--they had education cnoudi to st'c 
what was a good representative ; they all knew what an hon- 
est man is when they saw and heart{ him ; they wanteil a 
reduction of taxation, and it was an easy thin^ for them to 
choose for Gateshead a man like himself— (cheers and laui?h- 
ter,)- who would plcdjrc himself to brinj; about so far as he 
oould, an e<|uitable arljustmentof that damnable hocus }k>- 
cus the National Debt; do away with all Sinecures and un 
necessan' Pensions, reform the Church, and reduce the 
Taxes to 10 or 12 millions a-j'cir instead of .V). Mr. I>ou- 
blcday then touchcil upon several of the topics allude«l to in 
his speech at Newcastle; he was prati lied that the Radicals 
had with him been instrumental in returuin;^ Mr. Hindc in- 
stead of Capt. Blackett for Newcastle, and he beHe%«Ml they 
fCained Mr. Liddell's election too. There was no ditFerence 
between the Whips and the Tories, for tliey wei-e standing 
still together, " cheek by jowl." He repealed his statements 
as to the Poor Law Bill, surmised that Lord Durham or 
Lord Brougham might come in in the room of the present 
minLsters, and again asserted that an insnrivetion in Ireland 
would succeed and would be to the benefit of England. He 
moved as an amendment the second rewdution pas^e^l at 
Newcastle— that the Whigs ha«l lost the confidence of the 
meeting, and all remaining wish for their continuance io of- 
fice, and that the meeting demanded Universal Suffrage, An- 
nual Parliaments, and Vote by Ballot 

There was, however, no petition or memorial founded upon 
this amendment 
Mr. D. CoLviN, jun., seconded the amendmcD.t 
Mr. W. H. Brockett came forward and was received 
with cheers and hisses. He said he had frequently spoken 
to botli Newcastle peoule and Gateshead people, but he 
addressed the one in ^^ewcastle on the Sandhdl, and the 
other at meetings in Gateshead. It would have given him 
great satisfaction if the Mayor could have called that meet- 
ing in a place large enough to contain the populali*n of the 
surrounding districts, but he trusted that there was no 
impropriety in him, as an inhabitant of Gateshead— when 
the Mayor, in the exercise of his authority,had convened the 
inhabitants of the borough to assemble there, to wish that 
those inhabitants, in preference to strangers, should meet to 
deliberate and debate upon those important questions. 



(.Xpplause.) A .U(mk1 deal of tlie ( laniour that had biH'n ex- 
cited by the simple irmark he had made, he had no doubt 
Mr. Doublwlay and Mr. Beaumont would be ready to admit, 
was unnecessary iunl un<'alled tor. (Great interruption and 
clamour followed, and Mr. B. finding tliat it was determined 
he should not obtain a hearing, retiix**!.) 

Mr. DoriiLKDAY would not deny that a great number of 
Newcastle people were present, hut he had heartl both Mr. 
Brockett and Mr. Harle take part in public meetings at 
Newcastle. 

Mr. Brockett and Mr. Harlk said they were both 
nxie payci-s and electors of Newciustle. 

Mr. Br, iiMONT next nuwh' a long s])oech in his usual 
strain. He would say advisolly that Ulore he would li\e 
under a <Jo\ernment in whi«h l^>rd John Uus^ell could 
say that Keform shj»nld lx> final, iH'cause there had been a 
compact bclwi-en the W bigs and the Tories before, he would 
Ik" smh a misenible dcirnidcd serf, he would invohc the 
country in a revolution. (Much cheering and hissing for 
some time.) He had witnessed three civil wars, but he 
would nitluT that his wife, child, bn>ther, all ptrished before 
he would w ish to see them live slaves. (Cheers and much 
hissing.) He w«»uld nurt Mr. Harle in this way— allow him 
to take any number he clt(»se of atn»eities committed by 
the T<»ries, and he would giveanetjual number of those 
committed by the Whigs. By the Scottish law in 1793. 
Muir and his companions were transported: the Tories hatf 
that law extended to England— the \V'hig«« had not repealeil 
it, and under that law the Dorchester labourers were trans- 
ported by the Whigs. Therefore dcm't let them hear any 
nonsensi" about the Whigs being one bit better than the 
Tories. He was against a government of plutocracy even 
more than against one of the peers or the mcmarch ; it never 
was the constitutiim that the middle classes should have the 
govemment, and it never shall he ; numbers of them would 
lay down their lives beloiv such a state of things as that 
should be brought about He then went to the Ballot, and 
alluding to the Ballot Box Iwforc him, said they had bnmght 
legislation to a state of carpentering, and refei-red to France 
and Belgium. He then indulged in violent tirades against 
the Whigs and the middle classes, and wound this up by 
saying that he was not defending the Tories -.they were a 
set of miscreants- -but each party bore the same lliflerencc 
that the wolf l)ears to the tiger. *Af\er defending the freemen 
and further alluding to the middle classes, who, he said, 
made no sacrifices tromnared to the working classes, he 
concluded by tnisting tliat the meeting would hear Mr. 
Harle. 

Mr. Harle said they might he thankful that the Tories 
weiv not now in pow er, for he believed that one of their first 
acts would be to transpoit Mr. Beaumont. (Laughter and in- 
terruption.) The meeting knew that the Tories were the 
opponents of broad opinions like those of Mr. Beaumont, 
and he (Mr. H.) believed in his conscience that Mr. B. might 
be thankful to aliberal government for allowing thnn to be 
passed over in silence. (Continued interniption.) Mr. 
Doubleilay had been one of the strongest advocates of the 
Ballot ; at (he believed) the very lime the Reform Bill was 
passing he wrote a pamphlet urging that the Ballot was the 
question of questions, and that it should be passed as soon 
as the Reform Bill was finished. (Hear, hear.) He regretted 
from the bottom of his heart to hear the declaration of Mr. 
Douhleday in favour of Mr. Hindc and of Mr. Liddell. Was 
it possible that tliat hon. gentleman could for an instant, 
in an assembly of Reformers, declare a preference for Mr. 
Hinde and Mr. Liddell to Captain Blackett and Sir W. 
Chaytor. Let them cany it home witli them, that one of the 
most distinguished literati in this neighbourhood— one 
who had the sweet imagiliation of a poet and the eloquent 
pen of an essayist had toVl them that educatipn was a hum- 
bug, nnterniption.) He wished them to consider dispas- 
sionately the argument* they had hcaW that day ; to the 
gentlemen near him he gaVe all cFcdit for sincerity as they 
gave him, but he asserted that they were wi-ong; he had' 
heard nothing to satisfy him that the views taken by them 
upon popular questions wero consistent with prudence, com- 
mon sense and judgment He would never lor the sake of 
applause or disapprobation from any number of men shrink 
from telling the nonest conviction o'f his heart. He would 
say as tlie woman said to Philip when he was angiy and 
would not give her a jiearing " I appeal from Philip who 
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on the present occasion. He alliided to his first ap- 
]ioarance in political life, when Sir Kobert Peel and his 
myrmidons took oftice; at that time lielormers of every de- 
gree united heart and hand to restore the ivin.s of poAern- 
ment to a liljeral and cnlij^litened administration. He need 
not tell them h(»w they siu-ceeded ; that they ivturned to 
Sir Rolwrt Peel's tir-;t Parliament men who eonvinted the 
Court, the Tories the Peeraire, the Cleri;y, and all that 
miuhty mass of wealth which was opposed to the popular 
interest"* of the Country, that Tory domination was not to 
be t<dei-ateil. ^Cheers,* and a voice "Nor Whii? either/') 
fC«>nsiderable mterruption fidlowed, in which Sir. Ryan 
betiued that his fcHow workmen would ;4iM' a fair he;u-in.!::.] 
After scmie time Mr. llarle i)ro<-eeded, and observed upon 
the important benefitii which Lord Melbourne's ^o\ernment 
hail conferred up«m the boroughs of the Country by grant- 
injc a liberal me;\snre of Corp<)nition Reform, lie adverte<l 
to his .statesmen like measure.- for the pacilicatijin and pros- 
peril) of Ireland, and instanced the ccuiduct of the Mouse of 
L»rds and the Tories with reference to that Country. At 
the cimr.ncncemenL ot the new ivipi the hopes of Reformers 
beat hii^h. [Here the speaker was interrupted for a con- 
siderable time by louds shouts of" atljourn.' Mr. Brochvtt 
said he beirged to recommend that the gentlemen from New- 
castle should leave the nuim and then there would be space 
sulHcient. A storm ol disapprobation followed, which Mr. 
Ryan and others in vain endeavoured to allay.] After 
some lime Mr. Harle was able to pnK-eed. He said that 
though the ivtum of LIIkmiiIs at the late election had not 
been so triumphant as they could wish, still even with the 
humble majority of 25 or 30, every Reformer hoped that 
the ministry, with the assistance of a monarch inclined to- 
wards the people, tliat measures for their atlvantage would 
be fully carried out. 'J'he session eommenced and they all 
knew the unfortunate de<'laration of Lord John Russell — 
that declaration against the IJallot, extension of the Suf- 
frage, and short ParliamenLs luul cdled them together that 
night, and it was his wish to propose a resoluti«»n condem- 
natoiy of it and satisfy Lord .Tolin that such as he should 
not form part of a lilx-Tal administration which is to eon- 
ti-ol the destinies of this njUion. (Cheers.) When Lord J. 
RussiU m;ule that declaration he proved himself unfitted to 
be a member of a liberal government; he ought instantly tt» 
resign and allow Lonl Brougham, Loi\l Durham, or some 
eminent laberal to take his jikue. (Applause.) He (Mr. 
ILJ di«l not want the Tories in. Was thei-e a man pre.sc'ut, 
calling liimself a liberal — was there a man pivsent aetualeil 
by the sympathies ot an Knglishman who would come for- 
ward in that meeting and state that he preferred a Tory to 
the present ailm in i^t ration ? (" Ves.") It was a question 
for Uiem whether if the Whigs weiv dismissed from office 
the Tories should take their idaces ? (** No, no.") Well, 
then who was to do so? (*• The Riidicals.") The ultra- 
Radicals did not amount to 50 in the House of Commons ; 
and thei-e were not more tluui 4 or 5 R;ulicals in the Ihmse 
of Lords. [Mr. Doubleday ami Beaumont heiv enteixMl the 
room. There was at the* time considerable interruption, 
and Mr. Beaumont spoke in favour of having "fair play 
with the Whigs,'* but the shouts to atlj(mrn, and the 
noise proved that even he had rai^ed a storm which he 
could not <|uell.] After ten mintites or a ouarter of an 
hour so s])ent Mr. Harle proceeded. He bchcved a more 
severe blow could not have been given to a liberal mini- 
stry than the dechualion of Lord .John Russell. Before 
he'was interrupted he was arguing that they should not 
have a 'I'ory administration, because they vvcre t>Hended 
with one or tw«) of tluwc, who at present, unite in form- 
ing the Whig administration. They nui^t re-modd that 
administration ; and if thev were dissatisfied ;ls he was 
<iuile sure thev were, with the conduct of Lord John Rus- 
sell— he took feave to sav that thev must not turn out the 
Whig administration ani\ let in a 'Fory one, because they 
were ort'ended with one or two memlx-rs of it There were 
now unwards of 300 Tciries in the House of Commons. 
Would they by letting in the Tories intt> office, bring bhw^l- 
sheil and deMdati<)n upon unhappy Ireland. Was there a 
31 AS pre -en t who would see Ireland untler Tory domina- 
tion ? He implored of them to secure for that* Country 
the benefit of the ecmtinucd services of I^rds Mul^:rav*e 
and Mor]>elh as the greatest blessing which had couie 



upon Ireland for centuries. If there was a man present id 
favour of revolution, let him appear upon that plaLform 
and say so — let him come and show himself at that meet' 
ing in the eyes of Englishmen, and they would spurn him 
as the greatest caititi' that ever came into their presence. 
(C heers and much interruption.) Let them not appeal to the 
bestiality of physical fone; no F.nglishman ever went to 
battle from the 'mere wish to do s<^, but rather that liberty 
should be defended and public rights assertetl. (Inteniip- 
tion.) He was in favour of the vote by Ballot, (" Universal 
Suft'rage first"), and the sooner that (tlie Ballot) box was 
introducetl into the elections of tliis Country the sooner 
would they have good govenunert prevailing In ihe land. 
The few elections he had been tiiigagcd in professionally 
had satisfied him tliat without the vote by Ballot in 
Newcastle and in North Durham, it was impossible tliey 
eould return men who should represent the pc^>ple. (A 
cry was here raiseil that tlie Whigs wished to disfran 
eliise the Freemen.) If the Freemen had had the Ballot 
Box the Whigs would never have disturlicd tliem. But 
because tliey were too often forced to the poll to vote for 
the nominees of their employers, it was thought advisable 
until public opinion was improved, imd the working man 
hiwl intelligence to vote for himself that the men whom 
they ha<l ccmdemncd thought of disfranchising the Fre»cmen 
He'instanced the ftvcl that Lortl Brougham had at length, 
seeing the evils which ari>e under the present system, be- 
come a convert to the necessity of the Ballot With respect 
to the Extension of the Franchise (Cries of" Universal. ) it 
was po-sible he should not be able to satisfy the majority of 
those present, but the majority before him should not pre- 
vent his expressing the dictates of his own head and heart : 
he would tell llicm what to his conviction was the truth, and 
if they would not heai* the truth tliey were not fit for the 
franchise. (Much interruption.) It was a painful fact, and 
he told itU> them. Universal Sufirage men as they were, that 
thousands in this country have not the heads attllis moment, 
to bear Universal SuHragc. (Loud hooting and much ex- 
citement.) Mr. Beaumont attempted to obtain a hearing 
but could not, the few words heard from him could have had 
any ettect but tranouillising the meeting.} Mr. Harle con- 
cluded here and reaa the following resolution : — 

" That this meeting views with sorrow ahd indignation the 
re'eent determination of Lord John Russell, to resist all fur- 
tlier improvements of the present system of representation, 
and considers Vote by Ballot, the Extension of the Suffi'age, 
to at Iciust every Househiddcr, and the limitation of Parlia- 
ments to three ycili-s, the just, absolute, and constitutional 
priv ilcgcs of the |)eoplo, and the only efficient means for 
promoting the cause of freedom and good government, and 
of securing the tranquillity of the countiy." 
" That petitions founded on tlic foregoing resolution be 
repared, and signed by the Inhabitants, and transmitted to 
.ord Durham, and Mr. Rippon, for presentation to both 
Houses of Parliament. And that Messrs. Jas. Hymers, Hen- 
ry \\'alker, Wm. Watson, Joseph Withers, with the movers 
and siH'ondcrs of these re'solutions be apjKiinted a Commit, 
lee, to prepaie the ixtitions, superintend the obtaining big- 
natures, and transmission of the same." 

Mr. RowNTUEE secondetl the re*solution. He said he 
was no Whig ; he was an old Reformer. He had witnessed 
with sorrow and deep regret the appearance of division in a 
meeting he hatl hoped would be composed entirely of Re- 
formers, anxious for Reform in the country and *that the 
Aristocracy should no longer triumph over Uie Democracy. 
(Lcmd chct'rs.) Those sentiments he hod held when some of 
the friends around him where in their ci-ailles— he had ad- 
vocatetl them in the worst of times and stoo<l foi*ward in 
ycai-s gone bye, the defender of the rights of the people, as 
being necessary to the sui)port of the throne, as they were 
to the benefit and happiness of the people themselves. He 
rcgivttcd that the Whiifs had not carried out those promises 
tluy held out to the people; (Cheers.) that they hatl l)ecn 
fiilsifie<l; still they vvcre better than the Tories- they had done 
some go«)d, tliouKh not so much a.s they ought to liavc done; 
but would they take into their confidence those who had ever 
violated cveiy principle of the right of the people to gcKxl 
govcrnnicut, and if now they promised g<HHl measures, it 
w<)uld be fi-om the basest hypocrisy, to obtain office. They 
were ba-e heartless hypocrites- -he need not go further than 
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iff council, to |^-antthc*e two jiins(liction«^ may 1m? united. 
He mentioned that the deputation had just had an in't-niew 
with the council of Newcastle, and had been most fa\orahly 
received. He tnistetl that the two councils would co-operate 
with the Law Society in this irreat public good, and tliat by 
the aid of the sessions they would be able to eti'ect the object 
in view. (Applause.) 

Mr. W. L. Ilarle followed on the same side. 

The Mayor said on behalf of the council, he returned 
thanks to the deputation who had paid such attention to the 
interests ofGateshead, and they would forward the object as 
much as they possibly could. 

The Town Clerk read the clause, the 3.5th section of 
75th Cap. 1st Victoria, grivinsr the power, and obscr\cd that 
it must DC a joint petition of the council of the Borough in 
which the court is neld, and the Justices in Quarter Sessions 
assembled of the County into which the jurisiliction is to be 
extcndecL He thought they might have gone further, for the 
clause extends not merely to courts of recoi"d but to courts of 
conscience. 

Mr. Brockett, moved that a committee be appointed to 
confer with the council, or the town clerk of Newcastle, or 
other persons in Newcastle or Gateshead, upon the subject of 
the proposed extension of the jurisdiction of the Mayor and 
Sheriffs Court of Newcastle into this Borough, and to report 
thereon at the next meeting of the council^ and that it also 
be an instruction to report upon the cxpetliency of the Court 
of Conscience being extended into this Borough 

Mr. W. Hymers seconded this, and instanced the good 
effects which would arise from the extension of the Court of 
Reauests to Gateshead, as Court Baion was a most expensive 
ana unsatisfactory Court. 

The motion was carried, and the following gentlemen ap- 

einted committee: — ^Messrs. Wilson, Brockett, W. 
ymers, Rowntree, and Graham. 

Mr. Graham moved, and Mr. Price seconded, a vote of 
thanks to the Deputation from the Newcastle and Gateshead 
Law Society, for the trouble they hail taken in waiting on 
the council on the subject, and for so ably advocating the 
interests of the Borough. — Carried. 

A conversation arose respecting the dirty state of the 
streets which on all hands, it was allowed were disgraceful. 
It was resolved, on the motion of Mr. Cummins, that it be 
an instruction to the Town Clerk to issue a similar notice 
to that of last year relative to the Foot Paths ; that the sur- 
veyor of the streets see that it is enforced, and summon be- 
fore the magistrates those who neglect the same. 

Mr. RowNTREE called attention to the enclosure of the 
New Water Pond upon the Fell, by which the rights of the 
public are severely infringed upon. He moved that the 
Aldermen and Councillors of the south ward be appointed a 
committee to ascertain the right of the public to the free 
access to tJie Water Pond, on Gateshead Fell, and if they are 
ofopinion that the New Water Company has illegally ex- 
cluded the inhabitants therefrom, that they adopt such mea- 
sures as are neccssaiy to obtain restitution of the public 
right— Seconded by Mr Cout and carried. 

Mr. RoBSON moved that the Town Clerk's salary be re- 
duced from £80 per annum, to £50. 

Mr. SowERDY seconded it, and said he admitted that Mr. 
Kell had paid every attention, and was competent to the 
duties of his oflice, but they had no funds, and his salary 
must be drawn from the pockets of the Rate Payers. 

Mr. Jas. Hymers moved as an amendment, that further 
consideration of the Town Clerk's salary, be postponed until 
the question of the Borough Property be settled. 

Mr. Brockett seconded the amendment, and expressed 
himself surprised that a motion for reduction of salary 
should be supported by parties who were willing to pay the 
old Town Clerk the large sum of £30 for scr\ices which 
the present Town Clerk is bound by act of Parliament an- 
nually to perform. Those indi\iduals must have lost ever}' 
idea of their arithmetic, or they must have one principle of 
payment for the servants of the Borough-holders and an- 
other for the servants of the rest of the inhabitants. "The 
Town Clerk was hound to perform those ser\'ices for which 
Mr. \y\]\\< bad <liarni'd £30, and yet these vcrv men would 
-:iy t:i.i«. i'-y) v.i- «iiir"-u,it ,i.v. in ■>' lor Ui • \»l^oit' jH-rfoiTn- 
.: u >A t'.; '[ ;mi ir'ic.- <«l A', "l" '\wi (J-tk, JK ii tiM 
•.>•' t' '.r ■•< V. '..t ;•' ai i>. 1".' (i> :■ t';"r' V.au f". !i i;i ih*.' ui- 



hours of the Town Clerk, to call for his salary being so 
much reduced ? There was not one duty he was" lM>und to 
perform when his salary- was fixed that he had not to do now. 
No individual of respect^^bility and legal knowledge would 
undertake the performance of those duties at labourer's wages. 
It was perfect nonsense to think so, and therefore it was he 
seconded the amendment 

After some conversation, Mr R. RonsoN moved that the 
words in the amendment " until the question of the Borough 
Propeity be settled," be left out. 

Mr. J. Hymers, on the recommendation of Mr. Brockett, 
withdrew his amendment in order that the original resolution 
mi2:ht be met by a negative. The resolution was then put 
when there appeared for it, 5 ; against it, 8 ; neutral, 5. 

Mr: KowNTBEE said, complaints had been made by seve- 
ral burgesses, of their not having any knowledge of the 
expenditure of the Council. It appears'that an abstract of 
the expenditure had been printed, and was kept by the Town 
Clerk for sale, but only few individuals wished to purchase^ 
and he tliought they ought to have ever}' publicity. He 
moved tliatan abstract be advertised in the Qatesheail Obser- 
ver, for they had now a local channel through which they 
could make knowa to the public at large what their expen- 
diture was. 

Mr. Price seconded the resolution ; he wished that they 
should give every information and make the abstract as full 
as possible. 

It was carried unanimously, that the abstract for the two 
last years should be published in the Observer, 

Tne Town Clerk read a letter from the Centra) 
Society for Education, on the subject of National Education, 
which was laid over for consideration until next meeting. 

The Council then adjourned until that day fortnight at 



PUBLIC MEETING IN GATESHEAD. 



On Thursday evening, Dec. 7, 1837, a public meeting was 
held in the Town Hall, (Gateshead, convened by J. PoUoek, 
Esq., the Mayor, upon the requisition of 234 inhabitants, 
" for the purpose of considering the nropriety of petitioning 
parliament in favour of Extension of^ the Suftrai;e, Vote by 
Ballot, and Triennial Parliaments." The Mayor upon this 
called a meeting of the inhabitants of Gateshead ; but none 
who attended it could doubt that 9-lOths of those assembled 
did not belong to the borough. On the doors being opened 
the room was immediately densely cro^vdcd by persons, ap- 
parently working men, belonging to Newcastle, who had 
obvious'ly got their instructions at the meeting held at the 
Grey Horse the preceding night Scarcely any of the re- 
quisitionists were able to get into the room, whilst the 
crowd outside the Town Hsdl was considerably larger then 
that within. Of course the assembly was verj- clamorous 
for an adjournment, but it was found there was no place to 
which they could adjourn, the room at the G rev Horse be- 
ing engaged. Mr. G role's ailniirable model Ballot Box 
was exhibited and its working explained. Mr. Doubleday 
and Mr. Beaumont entered the room some time after tlie 
proceedings commenced. 

On the motion of Mr. W. H. Brockett, the Mayor was 
called upon to preside. The Town Clerk having read the 
requisition, 

The Mayor stated he had much pleasure in convening 
that meeting in consequence of so respectable and numer- 
ously signed a requisition. The subjects embi*aced in that 
recjuisition were of the first degrcc of importance to them- 
selves and their cduntry, and he had only to impress upon 
them that each gentleman who might address them should 
have a patient and attentive hearing. He was sorry they 
had not a larger room, but as Mr. Freeman's was cngagccl 
they had no other alternative but to remain where ihcy 
wefie. 

Mr. W. L. Harle then came forward to move the first re- 
solution, but the animus with which the meeting was actu- 
ated was soon obvious, for he immetliately met with inter- » 
ruptions of the most disgraceful character, which continued 
throughout He said that often as he had addressed his 
toun men on the political movements of the times he never 
i<}-K' \. I'll ''« ' |K r te«'lin.Lrs of anxiety and tmbaiTdssment thaa 
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cannot now judge, to Philip when he is able to do so." 

The amendniait was toen put and carried by a very large 
majority amidst vociferous cneering. 

NIr. bovBLEDAT explained with reference to his pamph- 
let ; he said he wrote that some time ago ; in it he stated 
that among other necessary things was the Vote by Ballot; 
be also nrennoosly advocated Triennial Parliaments ; but he 
endeavoured to persuade those who read it that all property 
qualifleation for voters was bad, though be said that if the 
age of 21 was too young, no person might vote until he 
was 25. 

Mr. Harle, Yon allude to the wrong pamphlet altogether 
I allude to the pamphlet on the Ballot, 

Mr. Double DAY, Yes, 1 wrote a pamphlet on that 

Mr. Harlb, now in that very pamphlet — (hisses). As 
Mr. Doubleday has aUnded to his first pamphlet on Parlia- 
mentary Reform, I will bring to his recollection a paragraph 
in that, in which he says— ^ Don't let us diiler about points, 
but let us take the best Reform we can get." (Cheers.) 

Mr. DouBLSDAY, I will take the best 1 can get. 

Mr. Harls, then take the Ballot f Hisses.) 

Mr. Doubleday, I certainly sav take the best reform we 
ean get, but I also say let us get tne best we can. Mr. D. 
then proBosed a vote of thanks to the worthy Mayor for his 
able conauct in the Chair. 

Carried wkh three times three unanimous cheers. 

'I'be Mayor shortly expressed his acknowledgments for 
the honour done him, and noped that the next time they met 
they should have a larger room. 

Sundry rounds of cheers were then called for and given — 
^ For Canada." •* Doubleday." ** Beaumont* «* Hodgson 
Hinde ! ! !" Groans for «* The Whigs." « The New Poor 
Law Bill," ^. . &c, &c The meeting then dispersed. 
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AN ABSTRACT of the 
Treasurer's Accounts of 
Receipts and Payments,on ac- 
count of *^ The Borough 
Fund" of Gateshead, from 
the 1st January, 1836, to 31st 
August, 1837. 



RECEIPTS. 

Received for Stallage - - 

. on account of borough rate 

on account of watch rate 

Balance in favour of the treasurer 



£, s. d. 

16 1 
441 11 
116 9 

12 3 



£586 3 
£. s 



10 



21 

1 
208 14 



7 10 



PAYMENTS. 
For barristers revising the burgess UsL as per 

treasury order, under the act 6 & 6 Wm. 4th, 

cap: 76,Bect: 20 '.','.' 
Commission on paying same m London - 
For Policemen's wages - - - '.,' 
Robert Henderson, Constable, compensation 

awarded for injuries received in the execution 

ofhiaduty - - ".",", u' ;- 
John Usher, for expenses incurred by him in 

apprehending Joseph Taylor - 
Thomas Cummins, for Constables staves 
WilKam-Main,for Watchmen's coats - 
John and Wm. Ellison, for Policemen's lantern 
William Bowlt, for a watch-box - 
Percival Fenwick, for one year's rent of Town 

Hall, due 2nd February, 1837 £2l 
JIfinttf, landlord's proportion of 

street act assessment £0 7 6 

Taxes & cesses for Town Hall & Police offices 
Young and Hobson, joiners, for fitting up 

TownHall- -•--"" ^' 2 
John Lister, mason, for repairs of Town HaM 2 6 
Edward Walker, hardwarcman, for hat pms, 

&c., for Town fioi . - - - - 1 * 



1 17 
3 13 
9 15 
5 

2 10 



20 12 
2 14 



William Humble, painter, for repairing win- 
dows of Town Hall, and painting boards — 
notices to abate nuisances - - . . 4 5 10 
(ieorge Elliott, plumber, for lead pipe, &c. 2 7 6 

John Hudspeth, cabinet maker, tor chairs and 

notice boards 7 110 

George Hudspeth, cabinet maker, for 12 Wind- 
sor chairs 5 2 

James Edgar, cabinet maker, for 6 Windsor 

chairs 2 2 

Dixon and Russell, drapers, for green baize^ 

brown Holland, &c . - I 5 11 

Joseph Tate, for painting at Town Hall ■ - 18 7 
Joseph Soulsby, for furniture for police office 18 
(iovemor of Durham Gaol, for 2 door mats 8 

Thomas Newton, for coals for Town Hall and 

Police offices 6 8 

Elizabetli Usher^ for cleaning Town Hall - 10 12 
William Bowlt, joiner, for stalls and tressels - 4 8 
I^wthin & Douglas, for printing &. stationary 39 16 6 
William Stephenson, for printing - - - 17 8 
John Akenhead, for printing and stationary • 17 5 6 
(Jeorge Watson, for printing and stationary - 5 12 6 
William Fordvce, for book for official notices 13 
^\ & H. Mitchell, for advertising - - 2 4 6 

J. H. Veitch, for advertising and postage - 17 4 
John Bell, land surveyor, for perambulation of 

boundaries of the borough - - - - 2 12 6 
James Shillingham, for painting borough arms 
on flag for perambulating the boundaries of 

the borough 116 

Rev. Wm. Hawks, for use of National School, 

Gateshead Fell, as a polling place at three 

elections for south ward - - - - 1 10 

H. C. Calloway, for the use of his school-room 

as a poHing place for east ward, on the 26th 

December, 1835 10 

Town Clerk for Disbursements to poll clerks 
and messengers, for common seal, and other 

petty disbursements 9 6 7 

Town Clerk, for law expenses relative to the 

borough property 124 17 

Town Clerk for miscellaneous law business 10 18 
George Gray & Henry Davison, for poundage 

for collecting watch rate for. the year 1836 4 1 
William Robson, for delivering circulars, sum - 
moning council & watch committee meetings 5 13 6 

£586 3 10 
WILLIAM WALKER, Treasurer. 

N. B. There is still due to the Town Clerk, on ac- 
count of Law Proceedings relative to the Borough Pro- 
perty .... £236 19 7 

Meeting of the Borough-Holders and Free- 
jffEN. — [From a Correspondent] — On Monday last a meet- 
ing of these gentlemen took place according to adjournment 
at the Anchorage, at which about 30 persons, including two 
Freemen, were presentr— Mr. Joshua Greene took the chair, 
on the motion of Mr. Honetman, seconded by Mr. Hind. — 
After the minutes of the last meeting had been read, Mr. 
Greene said, that Mr. P. Freeman's application had better 
be first considered. Mr. Thos. Robinson said that, on 
behalf of Mr. Freeman, he only asked for the same leave to 
enclose, which was granted six or seven years ago, and which 
Mr F. had only acted upon to one-half the extent permitted, 
and he made a motion Uiat such leave be given, namely, at 
the original rent of £2. a year, which motion was seconded 
by Mr. Ralph Wtlam. Mr. Hind wished to know the 
grounds for. and extent of the grant made to Freeman. Mr. 
Willis referred to the book, and found that on the 16th 
Nov., 1830, the Stewards were directed to allow Mr. Freeman 
to enclose a parcel of ground, but neither boundaries nor rent 
were named in the order. Mr. Willis said that Mr. Wm. 
Hymers, and Mr. Barras, or Mr. Colman, were Stewards at 
the time. Mr. Wm. Hymers, who entered the room at this 
period of the discussion, said he believed Mr. Freeman had 
enclosed all the ground which was granted to him. Mr. 
Hind thought that the rent was too low. Mr. Greene 
thought it best first to decide the question of lcave,and after- 
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wards thai of i-ent Mr. Robinson's motion, with tliis limi- 
tation, was then put to the vote and carried, Mr. Joseph 
Davie alone voting against it Mr. Robinson then moved 
that the rent should be £3. per annum, being one pound moi-e 
than originally requii-cd. Mr. Wm. Hymers said the rent 
offered was far too low — that the ground was worth £15. to 
Mr. Freeman — and that he would not agree to a rent of le'^s 
than £4. A vote was then taken upon the amount of rent, 
and £4. was rest)lved upon, Mr. George Bell's vote being the 
only one against it — The que-^lion of the Brick Mill was 
then brought under consideration. Mr. John Listek, jun., 
(one of the Committee) reported that the Committee rccom- 
mended that the Brick Mill should be pulled down and 
three small houses built; and that the expiii'^e of such 
houses would nt>t exceed £^>00. over and above the old mate- 
rials of the Mill, which might be worked in; and that the 
machinery' would probably realize £140. or £l.")0. Mr. 
Thos. Glaholm dissented from the opinion as to the value 
of the machiner}' — he tli(»ught it wouldnot produce so much. 
Mr. Price moved that the Mill should be converted into 
tenement rooms, which Mr. (Jlaholm seconded. On this, 
along discussion ensued, Mr. Hudspeth and Mr. Lister 
thought that tliree stone-; would have to be taken from the 
top of it, with which Mr. Price totally disagreed. A Borough - 
holder inquired who would live in the upper stories ? Mr. 
Willis answcR'd that Mr. George Watson had ottered to 
do so. The difficulties of a staircase were then considered, 
Mr. Price recommending a winding one, — after which, tlie 
ehimnies were discussed — Mr. Glaholm recommending 
that they should be built in the centre of the Mill. Mr. 
Wm. Hy'mers inquired how the property would be situated 
as to window cess i Mr. Willis said i? separate entrances 
were made the cess would be avoided In that case, said Mr. 
Hymers, the staircase would have to be external, and of 
stone. Mr. Price's motion was then carried, and Messrs. 
Price, Wm. Hymers, and Da\'ie, were added to the commit- 
tee, with instructions to carry the motion into effect Mr. 
Hind then moved that no more money be expended in the 
alterations than the machinery would produce — which motion 
was not seconded,— Mr. Willis observing, that any restric- 
tion of the committee would be impolitic. Mr. iiEORoE 
Hudspeth moved, and Mr. R, C. lorNo seconded, that 
the Freemen should, on the ground of only having a life in- 
terest in the property, have an annual payment made to 
them, and quoted the precedent of the late John Foggin, 
who received an annuity of £5. until his death. Mr. Joshua 
Greene observed that no money could be divided, that he 
should sbortl)^ have £200. in his hands, but that the whole 
would be required for the alterations of the Mill. Mr. Price 
thought not Mr. Willis said that Foggin received the £5. 
as a salary as beadle for the Borough-holders. Mr. Swin- 
burne said the motion could not be entertained as the 
meeting was a special one. The meeting then dissolved. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 



Sir,— For the information of the Sod House Bank In- 
quirer. I send you a list of benefactions to the poor of Gates- 
head, by which it appears that so large an annual sum as 
£73. 7s. Od. is left for distribution. The money is bequeathed 
to the poor of the whole of Gateshead, including Gateshead 
Fell Parish, without any limitation as to locality or creed. I 
hope care is taken that the poor people of the Fell get their 
1 pn 



full share of the money, 
guardians would see to it 



presume that their kSpiritual 



DATES AND ANNUAL PRODUCE OF BENEFACTIONS IN 
HOUSES, LANDS, &C. £. 

1619 Heniy Smith, Esq., an alderman of London, 15 
1624 Mr. Anthony Hebson, parish clerk of Gates- 
head, 10 

1648 Dr. Aldworth, physician of Newcastle, - 1 
1660 Ralph and James Cole, Esqrs., of Gateshead, 4 
1673 Mrs. Collinson, of Gateshead, land at £as- 

ington, 12 10 

1676 Mr. Matthew Bates, of Gateshead, mariner, 1 
1680 Sir William Blackett, Bart., - - 2 

1689 Mr. Bowman, ropemaker, a nouse now occu- 
pied by the poor, - - . - 4 
1696 Mr. Rawling and Mrs. Grey, a malting in 

Oakwellgate, - - . - 12 



d, 












1703 Mrs. Jaa» Sutton, of Gateshead, widow, -10 

1728 Mr. Thos. Powell, the poor-house, valued at 10 

1814 Two allotments on Bensham, - - 6 

Interestof money in Savings' Banks, -390 



£73 7 

Besides these, a sum of £2. lOs. left by a Mrs. Thompson, 
in 1746, is disuibuted by the proprietors of the property o»ut 
of whicli the legcu:y is payable, and a few legacies nave dis- 
appeared entirely, a loss to the poor which an earlier esta- 
blishment of a " Gateshead Observer" would probably ha\e 
prevented. I am, &.C., 

6th December, 1&37. INVESTIGATOR. 



CONVERSION OF THE "BRICK MILT/ 
TENEMENTS. 



INTO 



Sir, — I was much amused with the report you give of the 
Borough -holders meeting, in your last Obsnrer. At first 1 
considcied the idea of conv'erting the " Brick Mill" into 
" Tenement rooms" a mere joke, but, on further considera- 
tion, I was convinced to the contrary. I confess, I laughed 
as heartily at this scheme as I ever did at the feats of I)on 
Quixote, their great pi-ecursor in windmill matters. The 
stairraavj chimtiifs, and irindow-cessy underwent a very grave 
discussion ; at length it was settled that the staircase should 
be winding, formed of stone, and running up the outside, and 
that the top story should he occupied by Mr. George Watson. 
Here I think they were wrong altogether, as this could never 
be a suitable residence for any gentlemen with a large fa- 
mily, for what can be more absurd than his locating himself 
and family in the vicinity of the wands of a wind-mill } 1 
mean to suggest to those gentlemen by way of economizing 
their funds, to sutfer the machinery on the top of the mill to 
remain, and, instead of going to the monstrous expense of a 
ttone staircase, to raise the inhabitants of all the iiigh tene- 
ments, as well as to effect their descent, by the mill power 
only— a little improved in its mechanism. This removes at 
once the necessity of a staircase, and saves a ^rcat expendi- 
ture of the borough funds. I am surprised this escaped the 
notice of the Borough-holders, as thc^ must be admitted an 
acute and thrifty race of men. Nothing seems to have been 
determined about the chimnies, and here I confess 1 was 
much more surprised to see them at fault There is nothing 
more easy than dispensing with chimnies altogether. Let 
the tenants bum their own smoke, which will not only ob- 
viate the necessity of chimnies, but be a great saving in the 
consumption of fuel. A plan has been patented by Chanter 
and Gray, of Liverpool, for this purpose a few days ago, and 
answers perfectly well. I have thus extricated those gentle- 
men out of two of their difTiculties. With respect to the 
trindow cess, if they consider it necessary that people inha- 
biting windmills should have windows at all, they will know 
much better than I can tell them, from their great experience 
in rales and cesses, how to escape this expense in their con- 
templated improvements. 

I must now. Sir, add a word or two on the occupation of the 
top story. Don't you think it would make a more suitable 
residence for you than for Mr. Watson I Vou are expected 
to know and see every thing about you, whilst his whole at- 
tention is only required to things just under his own nose. 
It will certainly be necessary for the resident there to use 
great caution in a high wind, and not to carry too great 
a press of sail ; and in a dead calm al>ove, you being a 
single man, could raise the wind for a night's lodging below. 
I fully expect to get a vote of thanks from the Borough- 
holders the first time they meet, for m^ valuable suggestions, 
and your acknowledgements for pronding you with such a 
comfortable domicile. 

A MILLER, 

18tli December, 1837. 

[♦»• With all deference to our friend we must decline the 
elevated position he has fixed for us : we are content to be of 
those who keep nearer terra Jirma than seven stories. The 
suggestions for economizing the ingress and egress to and 
from the tenements appear to us feasible enough, and will 
doubtless receive the attention of the " most ootent, grave, and 
reverend" Borough holders. At any rate, if^e mill sails are 
conceived not exactly safe, wc see no objection to the inmates 
of the tenements being drawn up with a bucket and rope. — 
Ed.0.a] * I- I- 
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Sir, — Seeing you are turning your attention to abuses I beg 
to inquire, through the medium of your spirited Journal, for 
information of the public genenUly, under what regulations 
the different ferries of the river Tyne are conducted, if any, 
and whether there is any staled hours for plying, and what 
redress the public have against persons having the charge of 
those ferries for neglect of duty, or refusing to ply at reason- 
able hours in fine weather, and whether they are warranted 
in making unreasonable charges. 

Your answer to the abo\e will much obliirc 

An iNVKSTIGATOK. 
*♦♦ We shall inquire into this. 

Sir, — Can jrou inform me whether the present Marquis of 
Londonderry is the same individual who as " Lord Stewart" 
was sent out by the Cu>^tle^cagh Administration on what was 
called the " Milan Commi>sion," and whose labours in that 
vocation were crowned by the importation and exhibition of 
those rare birds, " Theodore Majocci " and " Maria Demont ? " 

Your contemporary of the Newcastle Journal oficn prates 
about "Whig (.\anini<>ion Jobs;" can " fusii;^atod .lack " 
name anv commission aj)poiuted by the Liberals which is 
not highly honourable when put in competition with the dis- 
grace and infamy of the" Milan Commission,' with its hate- 
ful and disgustins: recollections of the ** (Jrecn Bag," of **Ma- 
jocci," of " Maria Demont," of Kartell i, and of " Non mi 
rieordo." 

Perhaps Mr. Hemaman can inform you what places, pen- 
sions, promotions, or other emoluments', fell to the three com- 
missioners, which may be fairly considered as the remuner- 
ation of their services. 

Will the Tory scribe inform us what the CJreen Bag Plot 
— alias the " Afilan Commission " — cost the country ; and 
further, whether he, the said " fustigated Jack," was not em- 
ployed as an understrapper in the " Green Bag Plot," as his 
cool and deliberate attaclcs on the characters of virtuous in- 
di\iduals, and his slavish flattery of the parties concerned in 
the ^ Commission," and of some of their conninons, render 
this fact extremely probable. 

I am, Sir, 

Yours, &c. 

Sunderland, Dec. 21, 18S7. VEDRA. 

*«* Should Mr. Hernaman decline giving the infonnation 
Ikbovc required, we shall supply the public with it. — Ed.G.O. 

Gateshead Infant School. — An examination 

of the children educated in this School, took place yesterday 
morning, before Mrs. Collinson and a very large party of 
ladies and gentlemen. The whole was of the most pleasing 
description — ^the replies of the children were weB given — 
whilst the system was proved to be admirably pursued by 
Miss Baxter the teacher, and Miss Carr the assistant 
There were 117 children present at the examination, and the 
thought that these were receiving, through the means of 
this Institution, a preparatory education which would be 
most essentially beneficial to them in af\er-life, could not 
but be most grateful to c>ery philanthropic mind. We are 
sorry to learn that the funds of the Institution arc not only 
exhausted, but that it is £150. in debt; we tnist that the 
knowledge of this circumstance will act as a stimulus to the 
bounty of every one interested in the immensely beneficial 
results of which it may be the means. 

We regret to sec, by the Treasurer's report of the Gates- 
head St. Edmund's Chapel School, that it u in debt, tliouph but to a 
small amount. This school has btrcn tlie means of much good, and 
of dinseminating a useful education to f^vat nunil»ers of the i>oot of 
our population. We trust that its present debt will be soon removed, 
and a large surplus next year remain in the Treusun-rs hands. 

A gratifying tribute has been proentcd to Mr. Jas. Charl- 
ton, master of the AnchoroK*' sdiool, by liis jmpils, which is highly 
creditable to both parties — to Mr. Charlton that he has so gnatly ob- 
tained the affection and confidence of his pupils, and to tlie hitter that 
they so well appreciate the labours of their instructor. The token 
ivresented is a neat silver snuff-box, which bears the following inscrip- 
tion : — " Presented to Mr. James Charlton, Mooter of the Anchorage 
School, Gateshead, by his affectionate pupils, Dec. 21, 1837." 

Tribute of Respect and Affection. — The pupils 
educated by Miss Kobson, of Gateshead, have, on their breaking up 
for Christmas, jiresented their wteemed preceptress with a very ele- 
ffont and neat silver cream jug, bearing the following insription :— 
*^ Presented to Miss Robson, by her affectionate pupils, Dec., 1837." 
This little tribute speaks much for the feeling of both mistivss and 
and pupils. 



Gateshead Mechanics' Institute. — The first 
anniversary meeting oi this \aluable institution was held on 
Wednesday evening, James Pollock, Esq., the Mayor, one 
of the Vice-Presidents, in the chair. A very favourable 
report was read, the funds were stated to be in a healthy 
state, the number of members w as steadily increasing, and 
the society had in its library nearly 1000 volumes; several 
lectures had been given, and others were promised. The 
Mayor expressed the satisfaction it aflfordea him to hear so 
favourable a report — he thought care should be taken to 
make the bot)ks selected as interesting as well as useful — in 
order that a taste for reading might be fostered. Mr. Jos. 
Watson, after alluding to the various benefactions made to 
the institution, particularly the munificent donation of £40 
to the funds from the Earl of Durham, moved a vote ot 
thanks to his lordship and the donors to the society. Se- 
conded by Mr. Brady and carried amidst loud applause. 
Mr. HiLLAB Y moved a vote of thanks to the diflerent officers 
of the Committee for their services during the past year; 
seconded by Mr. W. Watson and carried. Mr. Swinburne 
Mr. Kell,and Mr. W. L. 1 larle, acknowledged the vote; the 
latter gentleman promised to endeavour to obtain for the 
members of the (Jateshead Institution the advantages of 
attending lectures — such as those just given by Mr. J. S. 
Knowles — delivered to the Newcastle Mechanics' Institute. 
The report of the Committee was then received and ordered 
to be printed. Mr. W. H. Brockett, in an able and spi- 
rited address, in which he evidenced the great good which 
would result from the establishment of Mechanics' Insti- 
tutes, and urged those present to renewed exertions in the 
work of self-imnrovementj moved a vote of thanks to the 
Mayor of Ciateshead for his able services as Vioe-PresidenU 
an^ for his conduct in the chair. The Mayor acknowledged 
the compliment in fitting terms, and scrutators being ap- 
pointed, the balloting lists were examined — at the close the 
following were declared elected officers for the ensuing 
year: — President— The Right Hon. the Earl of Durham. 
40 votes. Vice-PrendenU— James Pollock, Esq., 39; Wm« 
Hutt, Esq., 37; Rev. J. Collinson, 36; J. W. Williamson^ 
Esq., 3d; Dr. White, 33; Cuthbert Rippon, Esq., M.P.36; 
Charles Attwood, Esq., 23; Geo Silvertop, Esq., l6. Secre- 
taries—Mr. W. Kell,39: Mr. H. Brady, 35. IVeasurer— 
Mr. T. Swinburae, 44. (7aiiwiw//e«— Messrs. W. H. Brockett 
44 ; Jas. Charlton, 40 : Francis Bennett, 38; W. Hedley, 37 ; 
George Bell, 36; W. L. Harle, 36; Joseph Watson, 33; 
J. B. Niven, 29; W. Rowntree, 29; Samuel Hillaby, 28; 
C. F. Springman, 20; B. Matchitt, 19; J. Coulthard, 17; 
R. Young, jun., 17; Robert Haggie, 16; Thos. Wilson, 16; 
Joseph Maughan, 16; John Colman, 15. 

Chamber of Commerce, Newcastle. — Impor- 
tant to Gateshead We understand that at the gene- 
ral meeting of tlie Chamber of Commerce, at Newcastle, on 
Thursday last, there was some smart firing in the way of 
speech-making on a very important question, involving in 
fact the interests of this ancient Borough. It appears that 
because there is every probability that the Brandling 
Junction Railway Company are likely to obtain the 
sanction of the Town Council of Newcastle, to build a quay, 
and make other erections, at the East end of Hillgate^ on 
the South side of the river Tyne, certain soothsayers of the 
Newcastle Chamber of Commerce anticipated nothing but 
mishap and ruin to the interests of the Port, in the event of 
such privilege being granted to the spirited Company al- 
luded to. It gives us great pleasure to be able to state, How- 
ever, that owing to the able and powerful address made by 
Anthony Nichol, Esq., (a native of Gateshead by the 
bye,) against the one-sided speech of Mr. Armstrong, 
seconded by Mr. Plvmmer, the hostile proposition of this 
saoient Councillor, for praying the Town Council to with- 
hold the privilege, was signally defeated, there being a con- 
siderable majority for Mr. Nichol's amendment, which 
was, that a petition to the Town Council be prepared by the 
Committee of the Chamber of Commerce, praying the 
Council to ADOPT the report of the River Committee, au- 
thorising the Brandling Junction Railway Company 
to erect a quay on Rennie's line, with drops for the shipment 
of coals, under the restrictions mentioned by the saia com- 
mittee. Upon this subject of vital importance to the inter- 
ests of this Borough we call the immediate and serious at- 
tention of its inhabitants. That the spirit of monopoly and 
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hostility to Gateshead displayed by the libeixil Town Coun- 
cillor and his tory set-ondcr,-'- (the one a yroj'essor of every 
thing/ree, and the other owing much of his prosperity to 
his property on the Newcastle quay)--is the spirit by which 
our more powerfiil neighbours of Newcastle are actuated, 
we do not for a moment believe, and we feel confident that 
public attention, once applied to the subject, will defeat every 
stratagem of this unlocked for—and certainly most curious 
alliance, asjainst the freedom of commerce and the equal 
privileges of both sides of the Tyne. 

On Monday Evening last, Mr. Uugh Wilson, of 
Newcastle, delivered a highly interesting Lecture on Specific 
(Jravitv, to the members of llie Mechanics*' ln>titute of 
Gatesh'cad ; it was numerously attended, and the talented 
Lecturer richly merited the thanks of llie Society, which 
were unanimously awarded to him at the conclusion of 
his Address. 

MEETING OF THE GATESHEAD TOWN COUNCIL. 
WEDNBSDAr Dec. 20. 



The Council met at noon this day— the Major in the chair. The 
following roembers were a6«en<:— Aldermen Barras, Hall, and 
Hawlu ; and Couucillora Cout, Sowerby, Itobt. Kobson, Matchitt, 
Price, Johnson, and Attwood. 

The Totm t>r* having read the minutes of the laat meeting, read 
a report from the committee appointed with reference to the exten- 
sion of the local Courts of Newcastle. It stated that the committee 
had had an interview with Mr. Clayton t^ie Town Clerk of New- 
castle, who informed them that the mutter had been immediatelr 
taken into conHideration. The usual Htaudiiig orders were suspend- 
ed. A memorial was adopted, and all that the Council could do to 
eflTect so desira^de a change, had been done. Mr. Kell then read the 
ion adopted by the Newcastle Council ;— it purported to be the 

S; petition of that body and of the justices of the county of Dur- 
, and prayed, that her Miyesty would be pleased to grant that the 
jurisdiction of the Courts enumerated (including the Court of Con- 
science) might be extended to the district comprehended in the Bo> 
rough of Gateshead. 

Mr. RowNTRKK suggested that it would be advisable if the Gates- 
head council also adopted a memorial ; though the application was 
to be granted on the joint petition of the Newcastle council and the 
Justices, they could yet strengthen the application. 

Mr. BaocKETT moved that a memorial to the justices of the 
county of Durham, in quarter sessions assembled, and a petition to 
the crown, be immediately prepared, sealed and forwarded, praying 
the sttpport of the former body in the application to the crown for an 
extension of the Sheriff's Court, and praying the crown to make that 
extension. Seconded by Mr. Wilson and carried. 

It was ordered that the memorial to the justices be transmitted to 
the chairman of the quarter sessions and the petition to Lord John 
Russell. 

The Town Clbbk stated that Mr. Brandling was in waiting to 
have an audience with reference to the formaUon of quays on the 
south side of the Tyne. Some conversation passed mith reference to 
obstructions about the works of the Brandling Junction Railway, 
and it was agreed to mention thea» to Mr. B. and also send a written 
remonstrance to the Directors. 

Mr. Brandling then entered the room, and the Town Clerk read a 

Etition ttom Mr. B., as managing director of the Brandling Junction 
Ulway.to the council of Newcastle with a report of the Kiver Com- 
mittee referring thereto. It prayed for leave to erect a substantial 
quay with coal drops ice. on property on the south shore of the Tyne, 
in Gateshead, o( which the oompany had become proprietors, f^mthe 
west point of Bowlt's quay eastward to a point marked B. on a plan 
annexed. The Kiver Coounittee reported that they were of opinion 
leave should not be granted for the line as laid down ; but that they 
should be at liberty to build a quay upon the plan laid down by Mr. 
]{ennie — that vessels shotild lay alongside the quay, and that there 
should not be more than one ship in breadth there at the same time. 
Mr. Brandling said it was wished to restrict them trma having 
more than one vessel in breadth alongside the Gateshead quay, whilst 
on the opposite side o( the river there were six or seven alongside the 
quay at the same time. Afier he had presented his petition be met 
the gentlemen who reported upon it on the shore, and as soon as they 
showed him Mr. Bennies plan (made some 40 years ago) he said he 
saw no ol^ection to it in an engineering point of view, provided the 
whole line were completed ; it was to pull down the whole of Hill- 
gate. He would bind himself, on the part of the Company, not to 
make any substantial buildings beyond Mr. Kennie's Une provided 
they should build what might be caued a temporary quay in Anontof 
it, and at the same time he would enter into an engagement that if 
they ever set to work to complete Mr. Renuie's line by pulling down 
Hillgate, or improve it, they ahoold have no obstruction from the 
Company, but they mi^ take away their quay with the rest of the 
buildings. (Mr. Brandling then entered into an explanation of the 
proposed line and referred to the plans he had brought with him) One 
future of the new plan which would much benefit Gateshead was to 
continue the road ftrom Oakwellgate down to the prqjected new quay at 
a regular inclination, equalising the dcaeettt,and rendering tUa part 
of the town much better than it was before. It was for the Council to 



take this matter i nto consideration, and to adopt such measures as they 
thou^t desirable. So tar as the Brandling Junction Company wa» 
conct-med they would be seriously injured if the restrictions named 
by tti« Newcastle Council were imposed upon them, and he should 
recommend the Company to leave no stone unturned, either by 
making use of those jwwers they have or by applying to government 
for more extensive ones, if interfered with. 

The attention of Mr. Brandling was then called by the mayor and 
othera to the state of the road, and the want of a lamp, near the bridge 
at the end of Uret'n's Field ; and to obstructions at the bridge in the 
Hi|(h Street, whereby the rains had flooded the footpath. Mr. Brand- 
ling said an oil lamp should be put up immediately, and gas laid on 
at the bridge near Half-moon Lane, and that the other matters 
should be remedied. He recommended that a remonstrance should 
be sent 

Mr. UowMTEKE asked if it was intended that the public should be 
permitted lo laud and deliver goods at the projected quay upon pay- 
ment, and was auswen'd in the affirmative. 

Thf Tdw.v Ci.KRK utked Mr. Brandling what course he was most 
anxiouN the Council should adopt J 

Mr. Bran<Uing said he held that the only thing necessary, when 
justice was on your side, was to give it the greatest possible publicity ; * 
let every body know what is doing; and the sense of justice would 
pijint out a remedy. He had no fear of the ultimate result, though 
he would rather it was done with a good grace than a bad one. 
Mr. B. then retired. 

It was then carried, on the motion of Mr. Brock rtt that Mr. Brand. 
ling's plans and explanations b^ referred to the Kailway Committee. 
Part of Mr. Duppa's letter with reference to National Education, 
which was read and laid over at the last meeting, was again read. 
Mr. Wilson tlien movt-d, and Mr. Rpvelt seconded, that Petitions 
be dream out and presented to her Majesty and both houses of parli- 
ament in favor of a more extended plan of public education — carried. 
The Town Clerk was ordered to draw the petition and submit the 
draught at the next meeting, 

Mr. BaocKKTT moved that petitions be sent to both Houses of 
Parliament in favour of granting Municipal privileges to every indi- 
vidual of the United Kingdom not legally disqualified, otherwise than 
by his relifnous opinions. He thought it extremely improper and 
ungenerf>us in a hberal nation that any member of the state should 
be disqualified, on account of religious opinions, fVom holding office 
in any Corporation. He particularly alluded to persons of the Jewish 
penuasion. He was happy to see that the Corporation of Sunder- 
land had recently sent a petition in fkvour of granting the same pri- 
vileges to Jews as were granted to other persons, and he hoped that 
the unanimous vote of the Coundl would sanction the same proceed- 
ings on their part. The motion was seconded by Mr. W. Htm eks, 
and unanimously carried 

The Town Clekk read the case submitted to the Recorder of 
Newcastle, with reference to Mr. Willis' claim and the learned gen- 
tleman's opinion thereon. The case was a very long one, and the 
Recorder was requested to advise whether under the circomstanoes 
the Council were liable to pay the bill ; and if he was of opinion 
that they were liable, whether the Couneil, having made one borouf^ 
rate for defhiying the expenses of putting into execution the Muni- 
cipal Act, oould, within six months after the passing of the 
Hist chap, of 1st Victoria, make another borough-rate to pay Mr. 
Willis. The reply was, that the Recorder's opimon was in favour of 
the claim of Mr. Willis upon all the points raised in the ease. First, 
the otilce held by Mr. W. did not appear to him to have been snch as 
cast upon the claimant the duties of Town Clerk ; the incorporation 
of Gateshead was stated to be equivocal in the report of the Munici- 
pal Commissioners, and the appointment of Mr. Willis by the stewards 
was not there mentioned. It was stated that there was no Town 
Clerk or tny person executing the duties of Town Clerk in the Bo- 
rough of Gateshead ; he therefore thought Mr. Willis right in eon- 
tending that under the Municipal Act he was not bound to execute 
the duties of Town Clerk. Second, he was of opinion that the bo- 
rougli of Gateshead was in that situation to which the 1st Victoria, 
cap. 78 was applicable where the return might be questioned ; it 
therefore took effect upon Mr. Willis's appointment after cap. 81 had 
placed within the reach of the Council the means of dfaeharging 
the burthen cast upon them by the operation of cap. 78. Third, it 
appeared to him that the fact of a borougb-rate being laid, ineltiding 
the remaining items claimed by Mr. W., rendered it diffioalt for the 
Council to repudiate their liability to pay Mr. Willis £dO. for three 
months services. Fourthly, he was of opinion that the Council 
might legally make another borough-rate to raise the competent sum 
to defhty the amount. Cap. 81 provides that the borouofa-rate shall 
be made, levied, and recovered, in the manner provided bv the 98nd 
section of the Act Ath and 0th William IV, that enaeted, the Council 
should from time to time make a borough-rate ; the interpretation 
clause of the same Act would enable them to remove any apprehen- 
sion relative to it being stated in the singular number. 

After some conversation, it was thought that it would not be ne- 
cessary to levy a rate to raise the amount, and the loUowing resolu- 
tion was passed, on the motion of Mr. W. Htmbbs, seconded by 
Mr. Abbot,— That an order be made by the Council for the payment 
of the sum, and that it be followed up by a eheque being sent to the 
Treasurer for the payment of the same. 

The Town Clbbk read a letter from the loeal seeretaries of the 
British Association for the advanoement of seienoe. reqnerting that 
two denudes mij^t be im>ointed tram the Counml to represent it 
In ttie local eoanoidttee. On Oie motion of Mr. Davis, it was unaai- 
mously carried that the Mayor and Mr. Alderman WHsoii be tbO" 
deputation from that body to the local committee. 
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Itlu Towv ChMMX. read a lettar from tb« Home Olfioe, Kquaidog 
^ retnn of Uw nitmbar of elacton ragiatered ia 1895—7, oluatyiag 
under tba reapeotiTe qoaliflcatioDJ tbe number of electora who aotu 
ally poUad at tba laat general election. The return was that the r»- 
giatered number of electors f £10. householden) was 534 ; there were 
no fjreemen qualified as parliaroantary electors in tbe borough. At 
die last eleoion tbe number of £10. householders who actually 
polled was 372. In answer to another letter, relative to the number 
of fireenwn entitled to vote, Sec, and of Muoidpal electors, it was 
answer- d that the number of Municipal electors is 645; the number 
of Municipal electors, not qualified to vote, as Parliamentary electors, 
was 159; number of electors qualified as freemen 0. 

Mr. RowNTBBE said it was always in «iome degree unpleasant and 
painftil to bring forward any subject which bad a tendency» directly 
or indirectly, to impugn the character of any member of that 
Council, but he ftit in some measure relieved from such pain onthe 
present occasion from the conviction he had that the question he 
mt it his duty to put to a worthy Aldennan present, would be at 
once answered in the negative, and a calumnious report which had 
been in circulation some time would be contradicted. It was stated 
that during the last Municipal election for the East Wazxl, an elector 
came to the Town Hall and presented his voting paper to the Alder- 
man presiding at the election ; the Alderman, upon looking at the 
paper, stated it was not signed, or something of the same khid, and 
returned it to the elector; that he went out with that elector, and 
conferred with him in private ; the elector went out at that time 
without voting; he was met in the passage, and on being asked if ha 
was going to vote, said " I think not;" Uiat tliat same elector after- 
waroa returned and did vote with one name erased from the voting 
paper which he presented in tbe morning. He (Mr. R.) thought it 
necessary that the characters of presiding officers at elecuons should 
not only be perfectly correct but tne from imputation— that not the 
moat remote suspicion should rest upon their motives or public con- 
duet. He had sometimes felt much from being basely and grossly 
calumniated without the opportunity of reply ; he ther«ibre ttought 
U not only due to the Council but to the worthy Alderman himself 
to ask Alderman Abbot whether he did on the day of the last elec- 
tion of Councillors, and during the time that he was required to 
nredda as Alderman of the East Ward, advise, or otherwise use any 
influence, to induce any elector either not to vote at all, to rf>oonsider 
bis Intention, or whether he did erase the name of any candidate 
inserted in his voting paper when presented to him. 

Mr. Abbot— I did no such thing; I will enter into an explanation 
of what I did. Have you any other chai^, Mr. Rowntree, to make f 

Mr. RowNTBBB— I make no charge. 

Mr. Abbot then went on to say ttuit his brother went to vot»— he 
looked at his paper and found that his (brother's) own name was not 
aignad to it; be knew that In consequence of ill health he was not 
e^Mkble of writing his own name, and he told him to go home and 
cat it signed; he followed him into the passage and showed him 
where to sign it ; he denied Aradng a name or anything of tbe kind. 

Mr. RowNTRBB— I ftxllv believe you. 

Mr. Abbot said his brother afterwards voted, he believed, for the 
loaing c a ndi d at e . He believed there was one gentleman (Mr. J. 
Hymers) now preaent who could speak to the matter of tbe voting 

Tbe Town Clef-lc produced tbe voting papers, by which it appeared 
that Mr. Thomas Abbot vated for Mr. J. Colman — tbe signature 
was in a dijftrenthand from the other. 

Mr. Abbot aaid that was not bis brother's writing. 

Mr. Jas. Htmbbs said that Mr. T. Abbot applied to him in tba 
morning for a voting pBper, with Mr. John Freeman's name 
upon it. 

Mr. FaibBaiek moved that Mr. Abbot's explanation is perfectly 
satisfeetory. He hoped it was so to Mr. Rowntreo- it was to him. 

Mr. RowirrBBB said he did not bring it forward as a charge— he 
aaked a question and it bad been answered. He was happy to And 
tbiU Mr. Abbot did not advise the erasure of tiie name— though a 
name bad been erased. He did not hear this from Mr. Jas. Hymers 
but ttom 4 or 5 dUSenat individuals, and he thouabt Mr. Abbot 
abonld be obliged to him (Mr. R.) for aflbrding him Um opportuni^ 
to rebut the statement. 

After a few words fttnn Mr. W. Hymers, 

Mr. Abbot read tbe following speeiob— Mr. Mayor and Gentlemen, 
I have a charge to make against a Councillor present— I thought it 
better to put it upon papei^— I beg leave to give you notice that it is 
my intention, at tbe next quarterly meeiang, to dispute William 
Rowntree's ri^t to sit here as Councillor. But I wish it distinctly 
to be understood I am actuated by no party feeling. The ground on 
iriiich 1 intend to dispute his claim b hie having recently comnound- 
ad with bis creditors, which renders him ineligible under tne 5fid 
section. I had expected that some other gentleman would have 
brouf^t this forward, especially as tbere are so many advocates in 
tbe Council for reform, not only in municipal afibirs, but in sanato- 
ria! also. But if the gentleman alluded to has a spark of feeling 
left, he win withdraw from his seat, and save me the painAiI neces. 
sity of going into particulars should he persist 1 beg that tbe Town 
Clerk may be instructed at the next quarterly meeting to state in his 
circulars my Intention to tbe absent Councillors, that we may have 
as large an attendance as possible, as I think it a matter of great 
importanoe. Should I be supportMl, as I flatter myself 1 wul be, 
by my brothar tradesmen and Councillors, the Mayor will have to 
take tba sense of the Council, and I hope tbe names of tbe voters 
win be rseorded. I hope you will excuse ma ;— I am not aeoostomad 
lo public speaking, but whan I see men acting in the way thay do, 
I t&tnk what I do is parfeedy eonalsiant and right 



The Town Clbbk reminded tbe Council that Mr. Faiibaln'a 
motion relative to Mr. Abbot had not been paasad. It waa than aa- 
oondad (we believe) bv Mr. W. Rowntree, and carried. 

Mr. KOWKTBEE sBid, before fUrtber business was proceeded with, 
be would ask the Mayor if any indiridual was at uber^ to coma 
into that Council and give notice of a motion in which certain tbinga 
are asserted, by which calumnious insinuations would go forth to 
the public with regard to the party attacked, well knowing that that 
party had no opportunity of rebutting the charge; be increases tba 
venom by throwing it mto a notice of motion, knowing perfectly 
well that it must remain unanswered until the next meeting of tba 
Council. He put it to the Mayor whether it waa competent for Mr. 
Abbot to come forward as he had done, or whether tba Council oouU 
entertain such a motion. 

The M ATOB said be was sorry this had been put to him ; be would 
rather appeal to Mr. Kell whether the notice given ware regular or 
not 

The Town Clebk's o^nion was that the Mayor was bound to 
take the notice given, and if there were anything in it of the cbaraetar 
ascribed to it bv Mr. Rowntree, of course Mr. Abbot was responaibla 
for the truth of his notice, and for any consequences widen uif^ 
arise. 

Mr. RowwTBEE— Then I take this opportunity, so that it may go 
forth to the public, of distinctly stating tnat 1 have not compoundad 
by deed with my creditors, that I have not become bankrupt, that I 
have not taken tbe benefit of the Insolvent Act. I have no besitatioa 
whatever in acknowledging that I have been in embarrassment, and 
I pity that man who can bring forward the embarrassments of ano- 
ther to inflict a wound; I defy Mr. Abbot, or any member of tba 
Council, to impugn my honour or integrity. I state distinctly, ha 
dare not say I have done anything whidi renders me inaligibia to a 
seat in the Council. 

Mr. Abbot— I have done it already. 

Mr. RowKTBEE— I challenge him to bring forward anything iin* 
pugning my honour or integrity, or feimeaa of daaling. 

Mr. Abbot— 1 can only say that I intend to bring forward 
knotion against the next quarterly meeting. 

THE BOBOUOH PBOPEBTT. 

Mr. Bbockbtt then roae, when Mr. W. Btm BBS Interropled btm 
and said, I think it unfeir after this that we abonld be aittiag all the 
afternoon discussing this question. 

Mr. Bbockett— What question, sir? 

A Membeb— It is another thing. 

Mr. W» Htm EBB— I beg your pardon, sir. 

Mr. Bbockett then proceeded. As Mr. Abbot aaams now ia. 
dined to assume a chancter which he has bitheito very indostri* 
ously avoided, that of being anxioua to enquire into abusea and ax- 
poae corruptions which may exist in the borough of Gateabead; aa 
ne has adopted a system which I have myself adopted, and dvan 
notice of a motion, I folly expect I shall have at least Mr. Abbot's 
cordial support in the proposition I am about to noake, if I should 
not indeed be fevoured by tbe honour of his seconding the motion. 
It will be perfectly within the recollection of all the members of tba 
Council that at a late meeting I gave notice I should bring forward 
a resolution respecting the Borough Property. A notice to that 
effect was appended to the summons to each Councillor to attend tba 
last meeting, and at that meeting I said that as the case had not been 
transmitted to tbe Recorder and his opinion obtained, I should wait 
until that was done before I brou^t the question forward. That 
opinion has been obtained and been acted upon, and I now beg to 
submitthe motion which I previously submittal before tbe lastelaenon 
of Councillors, " That all the papers connected with the Borou|^ 
Property quesUon, and which were laid before a public meeting of 
rate-payers in this room, be laid before one of the Counsel employed 
by the Corporation on the question of mandamus, and bis opixuoD 
taken as to which is the most proper and likely to oe the moat eAea- 
dous mode of recovering the control of tbe Borough Property." 
Gentleman, no man can charge me with taking advantage of tba 
Council. [Mr. W. Htmbbs dissented] I defy any man to 
state that it is taking advantage of the Gooaoil when notice of 

Mr. W. Htmbbs— It is taking advantage. 
The Matob called Mr. Hymers to order, and said Mr. BrookBtl'a 
motion was quite in order. 
Mr. W. Htmbbs— AU the gentlemen who knew tbai^ Mr. Broeketl 
presumed be would ame 



1 amend it before he again 



withdrew his notice . 

brought it forward. It is a trick. 

Mr. Wilson— Mr. Brockett distincUy said that whan the other 
ease was decided he would bring this forward. 

Mr. Bbockett— I oonsidar,^ndemen, that thoae partleB whoeaa 
charge me witib resorting to tnck, must be aeousloined to that sy^ 
tem themselves, and bave resorted on some occaaiona to tricknT. 
How else can any one lo felsely declare that I am resorting to triflK, 
when my public notice is recorded in the Council book that I wooUt 
bringtbis forward? I stated decidedly at the last meetinff that I would 
putR off until the receipt of the opinion of tbe Beoorder-^tbat OfL 
nion has been obtained, and now 1 bring forward my motion. I 
defy Mr. Hymers, or any man of common understanding, tooontvrt 

that hito ' * ' • • * ' •- - - . . .. - 

feimeesfl 

disinclined 

question of £30 we bad to conaider, Mr. Bymars, hungry as 

he may be for his dinner, would have sat here and endeavoorad to 

vravrnt the possibility of a negative being put upon the claim of bia 

mend Mr. Willis, and he would not And any gantlemaB ebarglag 

him with trickery If be bad 0rm gone tway, got a lunch, and eoine 



r. uymers, or any man oi common unoerscanaing, coconwn 
to a triok which has upon it the very body and qdrit of 
I and openneaa. Mr. Hymers may be tired with aitting, and 
ined to hear what I have to say ; bat I believe if it was the 
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bcok Again. ' Bat to prooaed to the question. A« I ibdl be under 
the nooessity of recapitulating a few of the ciroumstancM I have 
Ijefbre broogkt forward, I will not refer more to that unworthy insi- 
nnation, proceeding. I must say, /W)m a quarter from whonee 1 did 
norexpect it. Oentlemen, the question of the Borough Property in- 
▼olYea considerations of a very important kind ; it inyolves conside- 
TStiona whether the repres^ntatiTes of the people of Gateshead are to 
iiet according to the principles of justice, or arc to sacriiioe those 
prinidplca for the appeasing of an angry body, for the quitting of 
(be consciences of certain persons who are much disturbed—or for 
Itae pursuit of a disgraceftil system, which, under the name of con- 
dilation, is nothing more than an abandonment of public dutv, and 
a sacrifice of public property The earl y history of Corporations in 
IfaU coontry is well known. No man who has paid attention to the 
trents which prsoeded him can be ignorant that in andent times the 
Cotporations of this country all presented the same uniform and 

Smtable feature: (Hear, hear.) In those times that principle of 
oosehold Snffhige, now called for wiih a loud roice bj the people 
Df this country, prevailed in all its purity and perfection. Every 
nan of ftill age and sound understanding, able to be at his post for 
the defence of his country, and who was wiiiiuf; to yield up a portion 
Ckt his projjerty towards the expenses of that c uniry, was a wirgtu 
Of the town in which he lived, entitJed to a voice in the administi-a. 
fion of.munidpal government in that town — was charged by the 
fiovereign, of whom he was a sul^ject, with the defence of the privi- 
leges of the town, and of the rights of the nation. This system was 
imiform throu^out the land ; the same system existed in Newcastle, 
ha Gateshead, m London, and in all the communities which were 
^duded from the jurisdiction of the Sheriff. The very name " bur- 
gess" points oat the duty which devolved upon the individual who 
bore it. He was the inhitbitant of a burgage tenement,— his house ; — 
the very houses, gentlemen, pointed out by the defenders of corpo- 
rate property in Gateshead, these very burgage houses which are pre- 
tended to shew individual right'« to those to whom they appertain gave 
to the inhabitants of those dwellings the right of freedom within the 
town, the right of being called a burgess within that town, and of 

reming through their votes the general munidpal matters 
that town. Gentlemen, this sysUm prevailed even before 
tiie arrival of that individual ft-om' Normandy who, very improi>i?rly, 
was called a conqueror, for conqueror he wa.5 not; he claimed 
the crown of England from his relationship to the preceding pos- 
sessors of it ; he claimed it, as we do the coi-porate property, as a 
right. He preserved Inviolate the system of municipal government, 
because he knew that by so doing he was raising up for himself a 
tower of strength, by vesting in the hands of the people tho^e privi- 
leges which best tended to the good of the town. So things pro- 
peeded until the reign of King John, who, tyrant as he was, supported, 
promoted, and diffused these privileges of the people. He merely re- 
presented a chapter in history, rather paradoxical, that tyrants 
who do not respect the rights of the subject, pay attention to those points 
of municipal policy by which the wealth of the subject is increased 
and the prosperity of the country mdutained. I do not say that it 
happened from a worthy purpose, for it often happens that tyrants 
oreaie wedtii to ap, ropriate it to themselves; but this species of ty- 
ranny exercised by King John and others materidly contributed to 
the advancement of the socid system and the security of public 
rights. (Hear, hear.) King John, tyrant as he was, travelled 
through the land, he resided in different towns of the kingdom, 
visitea them periodically, and so strong is the traditionary respect 
and remembrance of inosc periodicd joumies, that not only in 
Gateshead but in Newcastle and all the laige towns of the noij^- 
bourhood, certain locdities are still known by the name of Kmg 
John's pdoce. This King John, from the town of Hartlepool, 

Cted one of the oldest charters possessed by the Corporation of 
castle. It is, I bdieve, still extant in the archives of Newcas- 
tle ; but it is preserved at anv rate by the pdns taking of the anti- 
quary. What does that .<;av ? It grants to the inhabitants of burgage 
bouses of Newcastle—for there were no freemen of companies then— 
none of the corrupt burgess companies which existed in later times, 
he granted to them the some rights which Philip of Durham, in 
nearly similar terms, granted to the burgesses of Gateshead— Philip 
of Durham in the reign of King John— and who at that time exer- 
eised the regd privileges of the County Pdatine of Durham, granted 
a chatter to the burgesses of Gateshead which oontdns this very 
carious sentence:—" And every burgess of Gateshead shall have of 
his burgage the same liberty which the burgesses of Newcastle have 
of thdr burgages." (Hear, hear.) King John had granted a charter 
under which the burgesses of Newcastle cidm a collateral evidence 
of their right as a Corporation. Philip granted a predsdy similar 
charter to the burgesses of Gateshead. The charter at Hartlepool 
was granted at the very same time, & contdns the very same words ;— 
it would appear as if dl these were drawn from one droft or pre- 
cedent, that the Newcastle but^esses were dludcd to as the posses- 
sors of certain prinlce^s, and that these charters grantcl to the new 
tommunities the privileges the Newcastle burgesses possessed. Of 
the town of Stockton, historians declare, dthough the charter is lost— 
that the original chaiter of St/>ckton is supposed to have been granted 
by King John at the same period as that of which I am speaking; 
and it so happens that the old Corporation of Stockton wasideniicdly 
Che same with the old Corpoi-ation of Gatwihcad. We have burgage 
bouses In that place, inhabited by the same iudividuds — some 
imI'^^ some femde, some children, and others, perhaps otherwise 
disqudifled from a vote. We have them admitted by Court 
Leet, and have them meeting in poblic, reodving the aceoonts of the 
officers, voting or disdiowing grants of money, appointing a Mayor 
by the simple vote of the m^ority, the same as the stewanls were 



appointed here; in flict, if human ingenuitv had been racked to pfe- 
sent a pardlel with the andent borough-holders of Gateshead, there 
could not have been invented a more perfect one than is presented 
bv the Corporation of Stockton. We hate in this town a Coori 
Leet; at least I see bills placarded every now and then about a Court 
Leet of a certdn Lord of the Manor of this place, with view of 
frank-pledge, and I have seen announced in the same bill a Coait 
Baron for the recovery of smdl debts. Will any borough-holder 
tell me what this is? Will they de^ribe this view of frank-pledge 
and Court Baron for the recovery of smdl debts? I will tell 
you what they were. The Court Leet was the andent Saxon Assem- 
bly held in every borough of the kingdom, where those burgesses of 
whom I spoke came to take the oaths of fiddity and dle^ance to 
the state, to express their readiness to contribute to the mamtenanoe 
of the state, and to give their votes upon all matters connected 
with the municipd government of the town. What is a view of 
frank-pledge? Has any of the borough-holders told you that? I 
will tell you. Every man was bis neighbour's surety for good be- 
haviour, and at this Court Leet the view of frtmk-pledge the burges- 
ses gave, every man for his neighbour, was entered in a book. The 
Court Baron of the Manor was quite a different matter — a kindof mon- 
grel Court of Conscience, cdculated to destroy tlie consciences of those 
who went there ; it was quiU; different from the Court Leet, and was a 
mere court for the trid of civil actions. That process existed until 
the time, I believe, of Henry VI., when certain corruptions upon 
the ancient puritv of municipd governments bet'an; the corrupt 
self-acting individuds who had control in those days feding, like 
many oppressors of the people, that they might as well convert to 
their own use the trust reposed in them for the benefit of the people, 
took it into their heads to admit into those bodies corporate persons 
under the name of freemen, persons under the name of honorary 
freemen too, who had no right to participate in the municipd go- 
venmaentofthe place. One thing I wish to draw particular attention 
to. In ancient times a Corporation oould only act ty its sed ; Indi- 
viduals, at that time, of the verv highest degree, could not write, 
and they too used to signify their assent to a document by the at- 
tachment of their sed ; but the difference between the seal of an In- 
dividual and that of a Coqioration was tliis— the one was described 
simply as the sed of such and such a person, and the other was de- 
scribed OS the cwnmwi ttnl of the municipality which it represented. 
Although the deeds and documents of the borough of Gateshead were 
surreptitiously taken away at the end of the 17lh century, it so 
happens (1 do' not know to what cause to attribute it, perhaps to 
the ignoi-ance of the parties who were custodiers of the documents— 
they being prindpdly in Latin— could not read them ;) but there are 
or were certdn charters in the vestry, of which, at considerable pdns 
and trouble, I took copies. These charters most decidedly prove 
tliat the system of munidpal government 1 spoke of had existed in 
Gateshead up to the latest period to which they refer. I have in one 
of them the common sed of the borough of Gateshead referred to in a 
charter so fhr back as the 20th year of the reign of Edward IV. I 
have the common sed of the borough in H23; I have it in 14^, and 
that, gentlemen, 1 bdieve is a very correct representation of that 
common sed. [Mr. Brockett here 'exhibited a copy of this seal, of 
which, for the gratification of oar readers, we have provtunea a 
wood-eat] 



_ snC^ ^ 




In this munid]id commanity the chief officer was a baflilT. 
Some were cdled mayors, some bailiffs, some chief wardens, &o., 
but In Gateshead they « ere cdled bdliffs ; and in the charters I 
have— from the period of 1322 up to 1477— dtogvther nearly 20 dif- 
ferent charters— the bailiff of the I orough of Gateshead is brought 
into the deed as an attesting witness to its execution. Now, 
gentlemen, towards the end of the 17th century, as I told you, the 
deeds and vduables of Gateshead were in the custody of a body 
whose duties I believe are now extinct, though the body itself 
is not; I mean the four and twenty. These gentlemen, bow- 
ever, feithfiil stewards of the people they represented, kept a list of 
the deeds iu their custody, and entered a copy of it in the vestry 
books. In that list you will find recorded " a fair silver seal— th« 
common sed of the town of Goteobead '— and there it is. that is a 
representation of that sed. 
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Now tt this important 
period of our local history, 
a change came over these 
prentlemen, and they or- 
dered that these important 
documentsshould be trans 
tsrnd from the more gen- 
eral body, to the careful 
keeping of a select body 
of two or four, they ^ 
them into their possesion 
and what became of them 
I don't know. It was 
required that all proceed- 
ings connected with the 
town should be conducted 
at a public meeting of bo- 
rough holders, at which 1 
presume matters were dis- 
cussed and regulated, but 
the appointment of the 
stewards still remained in 
the hands of the four-and- 
twenty; jrearly in the 
church books I find the 
appointment of these pub- 
lic officers ; and it was not 
until a very late period, a 
period quite within the re- 
oollection of many gentle- 
men at this table, and who 
if they chose could gire 
reasons for deviating from 
that principle, a change 
ooourred in the present century, and they are now appointed in the 
Anchorage by the borough-holders themselves. The corporate com- 
missioners came round — they saw the seal and what little relics 
remained, few as they were, of the corporate documents. They 
make a report to the House of Commons and say that the inoorpora^ 
tion of the town was equivocal, — of course, any man of common 
understanding must know that it was equivocal ; and, gentlemen, six 
sevenths of the corporations of England are equirocal as to their in- 
corporation ; but the prescriptive exeroiBe of corporate power, the 
codstenee of a common seal , the voting of money by a minority, to pub- 
lie purposes are the very strongest evidence— the only evidence other 
corporations had to offer of the prescriptive privileges the;^ exerdsed. 
That report was printed, and upon that report the Municipal Corpo- 
ration Act was founded. Asche^lidetothat Act contains the borough 
of Gateshead; I ask you, or any man to tell me why the borough 
of Gateshead was put in there? It has been satisfkictorily ad- 
mitted and proved that no application whatever was made for its 
insertion there ; when it was inserted there, no complaint was made 
by any public meeting in Gateshead nor by any individual that it 
was so inserted ; public meetings were held at which every op|>ortunitv 
was given ; at each public meeUng when the question was disciissed, 
a borough holder presided,— on one occasion one of the stewards 
whom you have been prosecuting; no objection was made to 
the Municipal Corporations Act ; all resistance made was by after- 
thought, when, perchance, some wise man discovered a chance of es- 
cape, and of keeping from the grasp of the municipal body about to 
be created the Corporate property which the Reform Act gave to you. 
Now the spirit of a Corporation, gentlemen, can never die. If you 
are satisfied that at the time the lirst charter was granted to the bo- 
rough of Gateshead, it was really and b<ma,fide granted by the 
Bishop of Durham, if you are of opinion that it is not a forgery, 
if you are of opinion that the facUt I nave stated to you are not the 
invention of my brain, but the recorded facts of the historian and 
of memory in later days, you must be satisfied that the ancient 
Corporation of Gateshead existed upon the same foundation as that 
of Newcastle and the others of the land. Nothing has been done by 
the public to exonerate those eentlemen from ^eir public duties. 
Perfectly within the memory or man-before the enclosure acts were 
passed, every man could ttint the common. It is in the recollection 
of living witnesses that every man who chose, if an inhabitant of 
Gateshead, could stint the common ; the stinting of the ntinting— 
that encroachment upon a public privilege was an invention of the 
same ingenious party who took from the 'i4 the election of stewards ; 
who got the acts of 1814 passed, and the common public muney di- 
veiteia from the hands of the stewards into the very agreeable chan- 
nel of their own pockets. But within living memory, tlie common 
lands of the Borough of Gateshead were enjoyed according to the 
▼err spirit of that charter granted by Bishop Philip of Durham 
Tou may talk of private property, but I will ask you, when in the 
year 1777, a certndn book was published in Newcastle, containintr an 
account of all public matters and all public boditn,— I ask vou how 
it happens that at the end of that book is printed the very charter of 
the Burgesses of Gateshead, which I have told you was granted by 
Bishop Philip ? I tell you why it was:— in 177a,just five years be- 
fore the publication of this book, those worthy gentleman's pre- 
decessors, who nc»w call themselves possessors of private property, 
assembled in the Anchorage, and joined in a petition to the Bishop, 
humbly praying that the good Bishop would renew the charter his 
predecessors had granted for the government of the place ; and these 
same worthy gentlemen, the predecessors of these private proprietors, 
told the Bishop that they had in their poMessiou " a fair Silver Seal 



for whieh reoaipt was given, tha seal had ''SiaiLLm Bmoi BB 
Gateshead" upon it;th«t Gateahead waaalwaya governed by aBaJUff, 
but that the Bishop had foi^gotten to appoint one tinee a certain pa- 
riod, and they begged that the Blahop would appoint one. Thm 
Bishop neglected to comply with this prayer— whether the boron^ 
holders were favourites with him then or not I don't know. He 
forgot to grant the prayer, and five years afterwards this book was 
published. The author of course got the Charter for Gateshead, for 
one of the publishers of the book was Mr. Chalmers, who had aahra 
in Gateshead and if I recollect right, was one of the S4 himaelr. 
It is strange that the Charter of a man's private propeity— the title 
deeds of bis estate— should be published In a Directory f What 
would you say if Mr. Richardson, who published a Directory the 
other day, inserted in it the title deeis of your dwelling-house! 
Would Mr. Hymera like it ; would anybody like it— would tou like 
it Mr. Mayor f No, you would have been astonished at it. Tha 
fsct is, until there was something to lose, the municipal honours of 
Gateshead were highly desired;— the honour of Mayor, or any 
honour that the Bishop mi|^t conftr, was desirable; up to the time 
when Lord Broughaim brought in his bill> a Corporation was 
very popular: in the vestry four years ago, a Corporation 
was very popular. I recollect, and so will Mr. Hymers and 
yourself, Sir, when a Corporation was thought a very niee thing, 
and reference was had in those petitions that a bailifTuaed to 
rule the roast; a bailiff was aoeordingly the name of the officer 
recommended to Lord Bron^am to appoint for the govemmant 
of Gatesheacl. It was not unul a year or two aderwards, when it 
was/bund that this Corporation would have an unhappy propensity 



seen the granting of money ; £50. to the cholera nmd— (1 wiah they 
had always granted it to so good a purpose)— that was just 10a, 
a-head; some of the poor freemen might have lived upon Uiat lOa. 
for some time, and will any man tell me if it was private propeity 
those poor freemen, who stood so much more In need of money,— 
will any one tell me that if it was not a Corporation, and the n^ of 
voting rested In the minority, they could have made the poor man's 
mite equal to their own. It was because the money was public pro- 
perty, and they, in a corporate c^acitv, sat there to vote it I have 
neglected one evidence— and it is not the least It was declared ib» 
other ni^t at a meeting in this room, at which the Mayor presided, 
that Newcastle and Gateshead had been always united until oeitain 
parchments with seals separated them. That declaration was made in 
ignorance, and without one particle of truth attached to it They were 
never united, exceptfor onelittleperiod of ISmonths, gained by trickery 
and expunged by justice. During a temporary dissolution of tiw 
see of Durham, the corporatipn of Newcastle-^cunning knaves in 
those days— obtained in the House of Commons an act for joining 
Gateshead to Newcastle, and in their ridiculous and impudent ap- 
plication they had the audacity to say that the people of Gateahaad 
were " very ill behaved and mischievous people, that they did not 
keep clean streets— (laughter)— and that a great deal of dirty water, 
sand and gravel— (laughter)---ran into the river Tyne and were like 
to choke It up." This application was seriously made. What did 
the predecessors of the borough -holders do on that occasion ? They 
petitioned the House of Commons and had the eflVontery to say that 
the Newcastle corporation had been telling nothing but lies;— that 
the people of Gateshead were well-behaved, that the sCreeU were not 
dirty, and that sand and gravel did not run into the river in the quan- 
tities represented. They said, moreover, that the town of Gateshead 
was always governed by a bailiff and burgesses—that theae had 

Svemed the town well, had made wholesome and excellent laws for 
B regulation of the town, and were prepared in every way to con- 
tribute to the preservation of the public peace, and the abolition of 
public nuisances. I ask, was that a municipal corporation or not7 
I ask any individual to tell me whether the proprietors of a large 
estate or a small estate, as you will, could take upon them- 
selves to rule a town— will any man bring fbrward such ridi- 
culous and absurd pretensions— no, these privileges were exercised 
by and under the exclusive right of a Corporation ^ and only 
ceased to be exercised by the apathy of the individuals in 
whom the trust was reposed. Gentlemen, I am afraid I have 
been tedious. I flatter myself that some of my obeervationa 
have not been ill received here. 1 have no interest to serve in this 
question ; I have no ambition to actuate me to be the enemy of any 
man. I trust that everv person who will take the trouble of calmly 
reviewing my past conduct before the people of Gateahead, will find 
that I have never deviated fW>m the equiubleand honest line of pub- 
lic duty, either to defend a friend or to advance my own interest 
1 have never secreted an abuse, and 1 trust I have never heed- 
lessly torn any man's feelings by a needless revealmeut of one. 
But placed as you are here, for the performance of a solemn trust 
you must be satisfied that until this question is brought to a \tpl 
adjudication, until upon it can be obtained the highest legal decision 
of the country, it is in vain to expect you can have your meetings 
carried on without the introdui-tion of it at certain periods. Gen- 
tlemen, your own comfort, your own interest, your duty to 
the public, all require that you should have it investigated. 
For you know very well that a spirit of enquiry is abroad, 
a determination to sift abuse* to the veiy bottom,— that no 
lapse of time, no accumulations of obscurity can prevent the 
public eye searching to the very bottom ; — and until this question is 
settletl. 1 give you fair notice,! do it as a friend, that there will be 
uo satisfaction in the public mind. It may be— I don t claim to be 
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lufcllible— itiM7 b« that aU 1 have suuedmay b« wrong— it mar b« 
that the teeta I hare stated are pure inrention, but I caniiot believe 
this to be the eaae. I reapect the records of past timea. the sights of 
my own eyes, the reeulto of my own experience too well to attempt to 
•oaw here to foist a fiction upon you, or take the pan of any indivi- 
dual who would do so. Having explained my oliQects, I repeat the 
iDodon of which I hare given notice, and it is—That the Town Clerk 
be uiatructed to place these documents in the hands of Counsel, and 
adrue with that Counsel as to the best mode of proceeding for the 
woovenr of this property. 

Mr. James Htmejis seconded ihe motion. 

Mr. W. Htm B&s said he might hare committed some error in the 
ftrst instance, in the manner in which he expressed himself to Mr. 
Brockett. He was not present at the time, but was informed that 
Mr. Broekett had withdrawn his motion; the impression upon his 
mind was that aother notice would be given. As it was the pi-oceed- 
uig was legal, and if he had thought so at the time he would not 
have done as he had. 

Mr. Faibbaxrw said he took a rather prominent part in opposing 
Mr. Brockett's motion on a former occasion, but he must say that 
Uie way Mr. B. had proceeded that ailemoon was perfectly justi- 
fiable, because, at the last meeting, he said he would postpone il,~ 
£??,.*?• y^ expreasion—unUl after the decision relative to Mr. 
Wiilia s daim. He therefore thought Mr. Brockett was perf^y in 



The Matoa.— Oh, perfecUy so. 

Mr. Fairbaien added that he saw no reason to alter the opinion 
he had always held upon this question, and should vote against the 



Mr. Ebvelt said he hadlbeen anxious to have this question 
BrtUed, and when it was first agitated he proposed that a Committee 
of are should be apppoited tnmx the counsel, to meet five of the 
Dorottghholdera, to endearour to come to some amicable arrangement 
It waa met by one party saying that the quesUon could notbesetUed 
aMptinaCourtofLaw, and by another, among whom was Mr. 
w. Hymers, saying that it would be the best, but the matter had 

Cna too far, and there was loo much bad feeling in the parish. 
r. B. ^ mentioned that when Mr. Alderman Hall proposed 
Mr. w, Hymers as an Alderman, he named, as one of the qualifl- 
Mtiona of that gentleman that in 1814, when the act was sought for 
dlriding the town fields of Gateshead that had it not beeu for the in- 
dustry uid actlrity of Mr. W. Hymers that would not hare been 
obtained. That was a compliment Mr. Hymers might deserre, 
but at the same bme it showed it required some pectUiar kind of 
mjJMgement and industry to ^t this thing accomplished ; if it had 
tm prirato property^ belonging a set of individuals, where was the 
diffioully of doing it; it was a mere common plaoe thing. He also 
"^il?**'^ J ' ^^"* ***• *•** '""• submitted to the Attomey-Gen- 
™, he Mid that it was an ancient borough, and also an andeni 
Corporation ; Mr. Sergt. Talfourd was of Uie same opinion, that it 
was an ancient borough, but with reference to reoeiring the proceeds 
^ "•property, he thought the that belonged to the borougfa-holdera 
^dfteemen. Mr. B. then referred to the right exerdsed by the public 
without disttnction from Ume immemorial on the wind-miU-bills for 
trying dothes, &c. He had intended to move, as an amendment upon 
Mr. Brockett's motion, the appointment of fire Members to confer 
witAfire ofthe borough^olders ; but he thought, upon the whole, that 
Mr. B. had made out suoh a fkir case that he would support the 
moUon. In conclusion, Mr. Berely said at the time ehe question 
^M flrat agitated, Mr. W. Hymera said the Corporation would 
never get it, but said it had always been public propertr up to 1814. 
J» ^k^f^i^^- ^-^ •** ^""^ *•" been stolen, but'how will you 
get it back. This was said not only to him, (Mr. R. ,) but to others. 

Mr. W. HrMEBS.—I deny that I said so to any body. 

Mr. KsrELT — 1 can bring other two witnesses that you said so. 

.v*f!w°^'"^'"":',***^'."^***'*<**'*'^»8; I contended all along 
that the property belonged to the present holders of it, and I will do 
aU I can to keep it there. All you contend for is the management or 
eontroul of it, and what will be the benefit of that ? 

Mr. Datzs.— But if we are bound to do so by Act of Parliament. 

The MAroA then put the question, when there roted for the ma- 
tion, 7; against it 4. 

For the motion,-- Alderman Wilson ; Councillors James Hymers 
J. Dandson, Thomas Berely, William Rowntree, W. H. Brockett^ 
^r *^i*«*^*^'f- A'^ort the motion,— Alderman Abbot: Coun- 
eUlora T. Cummina, W. Hymers, and J. Fairbatm. 

•iSf; ?'?*'? *°* ^'- ^■^^*^ had left tiie Coundl before tiie 
toeing took place. 

The Coundl Uien roae, haring been engaged nearly four hour». 



The value ofthe Gateshead Dispensary to the poor of the 
distnet, may be estimated from the fact, that since the 
anniversary meeting in February this vear, 916 patienti 
have been admitted by letter, 3P38 have 'had casual relief, 
and 143 children have been vaccinated at the Dispensary. 
Since the establishment in 1832 the Institution has aftbrded 
relief to the immense number of 19,910 persons. The 
kindness and attention shewn by the medical officers to the 
numerous applicants is, «e are happy to say, the tlieme of 
ftaeral approbation. 



A PaRibH Meeting was held in the Vesttr of 

Gateshead Church on Tuesday last, for the purpose of con- 
sidenng *< the propriety of making East Street, Park Street* 
and Garden Street, Parish Roads— and also toabpointacol 
lector ofthe Highway Rate*— Mr. Robert Scott, in the chair. 
Mr. James Charlton explained the nature of the meeting. 
Mr. Revely (one of the surveyors of Highways), spoke at 
some length. He said he had been applied to by the pro- 
pnetors of property in the Streets retierred to, to have them 
made Pansh Roads, and he quite agi-eed in the propriety of 
doing so. The present state ofthe Streets was deplorable,— 
the water could not get oflf on account of the unevenness of 
the surface, and the accumulation of rubbish in the roadway i 
he hwl applied to Mr. Coulthard, engineer for the Brand- 
ling Railway, to procure, if possible, the removal ofthe rub- 
bish, and he hoped to complete arrangements for the pur- 
pose ; it would be of service to both parties, as the embank- 
ments are near at hand and materials are wanted. He 
refeiTcd to a record in the books, by which it appeared that 
the owners of property in West Street, ^evcn years ago, gave 
£40 to the Parish, in consideration of having that Street 
made a Parish Road, and the proprietors of the Streets now 
under consideration, had also agreed to contribute in pro- 
portion. He then referred to the custom of paying a cofiec 
tor out of the rales, but the Magistrates had not allowed the 
charge last year, on account of it not having been sanctioned 
hjr a Pansh Meeting. Mr. Hedley thought the quesUon of 
Roads had better be settled first. Mr. Robert Robson said 
there were two Rpads near to his residence on the Fell, which 
stood very much in need of being made Parish Roads— he 
had lately expended £5. upon them out of his own pocket, to 
render them passable. Mr. Charlton explained that the 
Roads alluded to in the notice of meeting could not be con- 
sidered— any other Roads would require a fresh notice, 
which Mr, Robson admitted. Mr. Cout inquired the extent 
of the Roads under consideration. Mr. Charles Pearson 
answered « not half a mile." Mr. James Botcherby said that 
ne had lately become possessed of property in Park Street, 
and had applied to the other owners to raise a subscription 
for the repairs of the Roads, but they would not subscribe 
any more unless the Streets became Parish Roads; in that 
case, Mr. B. would guarantee that £26. should be contributed. 
Mr. Cout moved that the Roads mentioned in the notice of 
meeting be made Parish Roads, on condition that the £25. 
be paid to the surveyors, which was seconded by Mr. Robert 
Robson. Mr. Hedley inquired the portion which would be 
required from the owners of Garden Street. Mr. Botcherby 
said he had calculated on Garden Street paying its propor- 
Uon of that sum. Mr. Cout said his modon went to £2X, on 
the whole, and of course Garden Street would pay its 
proper share; he thought the sum he proposed was in fair 
proportion to the sum paid by the West Street owners. Mr. 
Hedley thought that Park and East Streets should pay 
£26., and Garden Street a further sum in proportion. Mr. 
Person said that Garden Street was almost as long as the 
other two. Mr. James Hymers recommended Mr. Cout to 
al ter his moUon to £bO., in oruer to settle the question, which 
Mr. C. declined doing. Mr. Hedley then moved, as an 
amendment, that the sum be £30., which was supported by 
Mr. Joseph Barnard. Mr. Edwards strongly opposed the 
amendment, as quite uncalled for; the motion, in his opinion, 
being a very fair one. The moUon was then put and carried 
by a large majority. Mr. Revely then referred to the non- 
payment of the collector last year, on account ofthe Parish 
sanction being wanting, and to the extra trouble which the 
last collector had, on account of the greater amount of rate to 
collect; he therefore proposed £16. to be voted to the late 
collector, and £8. to the pi-esent one; there was a balance, 
he said, due from the late collector, but he had promised to 
do work for the amount Mr. Hedlev seconded the proposal* 
which wasranied unanimously, an^ the books were signed 
We uiidersUnd that the question of a new Work- 
hou-:e for the Gateshead Union is about to be considered by 
the Gua.-dians,a notice of motion having been given to bring 
the subject forward on Tuesday, the 9Lh January. As this 
is a matter requiring the serious consideration ofthe several 
parishes included m the Union, we feel it our duty to notice 
''^ ^'^^^.V* ''«?»?^that greater publicity it not given to the 
proceedings of the Board. a m w ui» 
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NEWCASTLE QUARTER SESSIONS, 
January 3rd, 1838. 

The Clerk of the Peace then read the joint petition 
«of the Town Council of Newcastle, and the Justices of this 
county to the crown, praying for a grant of extension of 
the jurisdiction of the Mayor's and Sheriff's Courts, and 
also of the Court of Conscience of Newcastle, over the dis- 
trict comprised within Borough of Gateshead, and also a 
memorial from the Town Council of Gateshead to the 
Justices in Sessions, praying them to join in the petition to 
the crown. 

Mr. Wilkinson, the Recorder of Newcastle, appeared on 
behalf of the Council, to support the petition. 

Dr. Fknwick.— Are there any Couits in Gateshead 
which will interfere with the>e Courts, if the jurisdiction is 
extended. 

Mr. Wilkinson.— I cannot say, but Mr. Kell, the Town 
Clerk of Gateshead is here, and he will answer the question. 

Mr. Kell.— The only Court in Gateshead is the Court 
Baron of the Lord of the Manor, which is limited to the 
recovery of debts not exceeding 40s. In the Courts of 
Record in Newcastle debts to an unlimited amount can be 
recovered. 

Colonel Shipperdon.— What do you wish us to do f 

Mr. Kell.— By the 35th section of the Municipal Cor- 
poration Amendment Act, the crown is authorised to extend 
the jurisdiction of Borough Courts of Conscience and of 
Record, on the joint petition of the Council of the boroueh 
in which the Courts are now held, and of the Justices m 
Quarter Sessions of the county into which it is proposed to 
extend their jurisdiction, 'rhe petition under the seal of 
Newcastle upon Tyne, which has been read, is styled the 
joint petition of the Council of Newcastle and of your town- 
ships, and we desire that you will be pleased to make it 
what it is styled 'by concurring in it. The Council of Gates 
head, when the matter was brought before them^ appointed 
a Committee of Enquiry, and adjourned for a fortnight, at 
the expiration of which time they unanimously agreed to 
their memorial which has just been read. 

At a meeting of the Guardians of the Gateshead 
Union, held on 1 uesday last, G. H. Ramsay, Esq., in the 
chair, the following resolution was moved by Mr. William 
Rowntree, seconded by Mr. John Freeman, " That this 
Board is anxiously desirous to provide for the comfort of 
the aged, the sick, and the helpless, under its care, and is 
decidedly of opinion that their comfort will be most effectu- 
ally promoted by the preser%-ation of strict discipline, and 
such a classification ot the inmates of the workhouse, as will 
enable them to spend their time in quiet and retirement— 
free from the annoyance of the idle and the dissolute. That 
with the present workhouse accommondation it is utterly 
impossible to carry into execution the provisions of the 
Poor-law Amendment act, particularly as regards the classi- 
fication of the inmates of the workhouse, the due security of 
the disonlerly, and the means of proWding them viith pro- 
per work within its limits. That by maintaining the whole 
of the in-door poor at one establishment, economy would be 
promoted, more labour produced, and the comfort of the de- 
serving poor inci-eayed. That in order to the attainment of 
tliese desirable results, six of the members of this Boai'd, 
with the Chaiiman and Vice-Chairman, be appointed a 
building committee, with power to ascertain if an eligible 
site or sites, for the erection of a new workhouse, can be 
had in Gateshead, and upon what terms ; also to ascertain 
the cost of erecting a new workhouse, capable of accommo- 
dating 200 inmates, and report to this Board." After a 
lengthened discussion the motion was carried : — For the re- 
solution — Messrs. William Rowntree, John Freeman, G. H. 
Ramsay, Henry Hai'rison, Edward Harrison, Joseph Cowen, 
Robert Robson, Wm. Mawer, Joshua Watson, Jonn Wood, 
George Bullerwell, William Bum, and Henry Harrison, 
against— Messrs. Thomas Cummins, R. C. Foster, John 
Wylam, Robert Wvlam, James Tone, James Hymcrs, Jo- 
seph Gray, Robert Roseby. Neutiul — Messrs. John David 
son, J. E. Wilkinson, and Joseph Hall, The committee 
was then appointed, consisting ot Messrs. Ramsay, Rown- 
tree, Forstcr, Fi-eeman, Cummins, Mawer, Woo<i,and Cowen. 
The contracts were then J^j . bee/and mutton, to Mr. James 



Henderson ; bread and fk)ur, to Mr. Robert Brown ; groce- 
ries, to Mr. John Snowdon ; drapery, to Mr. Robert Oliver ; 
and coals, to Messrs. John Ward & Son. Previous to the 
discussion on the workhouse question, Mr. James Hymers 
moved that reporters be allowed to sit and report the pro- 
ceedings of the Board, which was seconded by Mr. John 
Davidson; upon which Mr. J. E. Wilkinson moved an 
amendment* seconded by Mr. Watson, that the question be 
considered at the next meeting. The amendment was car- 
ried, only three Guardians, viz., Messrs. James Hymers, 
John Davidson, and Thomas Cummins, voting for the ori- 
ffinal motion. 

GATESHEAD TOWN COUNCIL, 
Tuesday, J(muary 9. 



The Council of this borough held a special meeting at 
noon this day, convened for the purpose of receiving a re- 
port, and adopting proceedings tnereon^ from the Siilway 
Committee, with reference to an application nuule to the 
Newcastle Council by the Brandling Junction Railway 
Company for leave to erect quays and drops on the soutn 
bank of the Tyne. 

The following members of the Council were absent : — Al- 
dermen — Abbot, G. Hawks, and Hall. Councillors — Jos. 
Robson, John Davidson, C. Attwood, J. Fairbaiim, J. B. 
Johnson, and Graham. 

The Town Clebk read the report of the Railway Com- 
mittee as follows : — 
TO THE COUNCIL OF THE BOBOUGH OF GATESHEAD. 



Toar Committee beg to state that they have considered the Report 
of Mr. Nicholas Wood, the Engineer of the Brandling Junction Kail- 
way Compiiny, on the proposed Quay, Warehouses, and Coal Drops 
for that Railway, at the East End of Hillgate, (therein called Pipe- 
welleate), that they have inspected the line of the intended Quay, 
and have considered the application of the Managing Director of ihe 
Company to the Council of Newcastle for a Licence to build the Quay 
and other Works; and the Report of the River Committee of the Coun- 
cil of Newcastle thereon. And your Committee report that in their 
opinion the proposed Quay of the Bran'^ling Junction Railway Com- 
pany would be of great utility to the Trade and Manufactures ofthis 
Borough ; and that instead of being ir^urious to the Navigation of 
the River, it would have the effect of deeiiening the water and pre- 
venting the accumulation of mud and sand, which must inevitably 
take place if the line recommended by the River Committee, were to 
be adopted; that the adoption of such line would also be attended 
with a great additional expense, and even after that expense had 
been incurred, a sutfidmt depth of water could not be had to enable 
veuels to lie afloat at low water. That your Committee disclaiming 
all desire to support any plan which would be ii\juriouf to or im- 
pede the Navigation of the lUver, are of opinion that it would be ex- 
petlient to apply to the Council of Newcastle on the subject of tbe 
proposed Quay and Drops, and that such application sliould em- 
brace the following heads : — 
Firstly 
The great iiuury that Gateshead has sustained for ages past in 
having no Public Quay through the whole extent of her very exten- 
sive River side occupation, to laud goods upon imported for the iwe 
ofher Inhabitants, or for the shipment of goods produced by her 
Manuflw tones. 

Secondly : — 
That an opportunity oflfers at present of removing this great fnconr. 
venicnco, by the intended erections of a Quay and Drops at Hillgato 
End, by the Directors of tlie Brandling Junction Railway Company, 
who agree that tbis Quay shall be appropriated to the Public use, on 
payment of a reasonable remuneration. 
Laatly:— 
To remove this grievance tnm Gatehead and her vicinity, con- 
sisting at present of nearly Twenty Thousand Inabitants ; to per- 
mit our ancient and hitherto neglected Borough on the South side of 
the Tyne, to participate in some degree in those benefits to which our 
local position entitles us, without impeding the Navigation of the 
River, the Highway common to both ; and to increase the extent of 
Quay Room, Uie want of which is so much compluned of by the 
Council of Newcastle ; they should be requested to grant the prayer of 
the Brandling Junction Railway Company, to make the contempla- 
ted Quay and Erections at the £ast End of Hillgate. 

THOS. WILSON, Chairman. 

GEORGE SOWERBY. 

JOSEPH PRICE. 

WILLUM ROWNTREE. 
Cates^ead, January 8, 1838. 

Mr. Price called attention to the situation of his pro- 
perty, and stated that if Mr. Brandling's line were adopted, 
the access to his (Mr. P.'s) warehouses from the river would 
be materially injured. 
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Mr. Wilson said if the Railway Company injured Mr. 
Price's property, he must get redress from them ; that meet- 
ing was not competent to go into such a question. 

Mr. James Hymers moved, and Mr. Rbtblt seconded, 
that the report read by the Town Clerk be received and 
adopted. Carried. 

The Town Clbek then read the details of a plan and 
statement famished by Mr. Nicholas Wood, an engineer. 

Mr. Price thought that document should have been read 
before they had proceeded so far in the business. 

The Town Clerk explained that it was read at the first 
meeting of the Railway Committee on this subject, at which, 
however, Mr. Price was not present 

Mr. Wilson said he believed they were now met to agree 
upon a docuBient to be submitted to the Newcastle Council, 
to induce them, if they could, to adopt Mr. Brandling's 
plan. As to going into particulars about this line or the 
other, let him fight that out with the Newcastle Council 
himself. 

Mr. Price said that one thing arose out of another : he 
could not say whether he should or^ should not give his as- 
sent to drops being placed in the situation proposed, but if 
be did there consent he must abide by it He must move it 
now in the Council, in order that he might judge whether it 
was right or wrong that it should be done. 

Mr. W. Hymers was sorry to hear Mr. Price advancing 
these objections; he believed that nothing of the kind anti- 
cipated would happen to his property ; it was a public land, 
ing, and must be preserved ; no ship could be laid across it 
r of Mr. *" ■ ' 



to the i 



lir. Price's access. 
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The 'Town Clerk— Whilst that landing is preserved, it 
must protect Mr. Price's property. 

Bfr. Price expressed himself satisfied with this explana- 
tion. 

Mr. Wilson said that the next consideration would be 
the form in which they should address the Newcastle Coun- 
cil—whether by petition, or memorial, or by the transmis- 
sion of resolutions. 

The Town Clerk, at the suggestion of the Mayor, read 
the draught of the following memorial : 

To the Bif^t WorabipAil the Mayor, the Aldsrmen, and CoondlloTS 

of Newosftle upon Tvue in Coundl auembled. 
The Memorial of the Coaodl of the Borough of Gateshead, in the 

Coanty of Durham, unanhnoualT adopted at a special meeting 

held on the 9lh day of January, 1838, 

KBSPSC17UU.r SBSWBTHy 

That the Borough of Oateohead hoe tuatained mit iqjnnr for 
i^jes past by haring so pablle Quay throoi^ the whole extent wher 
very eztenslTe river side ooonpation upon which to land goods im- 
ported for the use of her inhabitants, or for the shipment of goods 
produced by her manufoctories. 

That an opportunity of remedying this great inoonTeDienoe dfers 
at present by the intended erection of a quay and drops at (he east 
end of Hiilgate by the directors of the Brandling Junction Bailway 
Company, who agree that this quay shall be appropriated to the 
public use, on payment of a reasonable remuneration. 

That ib order to remoTe this grieranoe ttcan Gateshead and its 
vicinity, comprisinfr at present nearly 30,000 iuJ^abitants, to permit 
our ancient and hitherto-o^;leeted borou^, on the south side of (he 
Tyne, to participate, in some degree, in those benefits to which our 
local position entitles us, without impeding or ii^uring the naviga- 
tion of the river, the bi^way common to both, and to increase the 
extent of quav room, the want of which if so nmch complained of by 
your own body : — 

'< Your memorialists respeotftilly request that ^ou, as Conserrm. 
tors of the river Tyne, will grant the prayer of the Brandling 
Junction Bailway Company, and lioenoe to them to make 
" ' [dated quay and erections on (Jie south side of the 



tiiehro 

Tyne, at tiie East end of Hillgale." 

Gifen under the Covporate Conunon Seal of the Borough' of 
Gttnihead, end signed by order, and on behalf of the Coundl, 

J. POLLOCK, Matob. 

Mr. W, H. Brockett thought it more on an equali^, 
one CouncO addressing another, that a memorial should fie 
sent 

Bfr. RowHTEBB suggested that the report upon which 
the memorial was founded should likewise be transmitted. 

Bfr. Datis moved—That the memorial read be adopted ; 
that it be signed by the Mayor on behalf of the Council, 
and, together with a copy of the report of the Railway Com. 
mittee, be presented by the Town Clerk to the Newcastle 
Council at the meeting of that body to be held to-morrow. 

This was seconded by Mr. Ba.eea8, and carried. 

The Council then rose. 



Gateshead Mechanics' Institute. — ^The Mem- 
bers of this Institution have been gratified and instructed 
dumg the present week^ by three very able and interesting 
Lectures, on Pneumatics and Caloric-, delivered ^by Mr. 
Hardv, assisted by Mr. Hugh Wilson. Mr. Hardy illus- 
trated his Lectures by many pleasing and instructiv Expe- 
riments, which were eachibited in a manner highly criditanle 
to the Lecturer. The experiments of the third Lecture, in 
connexion with the Gasses, were particularly brilliant We 
were glad tO' observe that the members of the Institute 
very generally availed themselves of this opportunity of 
obtaimng instruction combined with pleasure, and that the 
attendance of Ladies was by no means scanty. It is 
^ratifying to find that the Gentlemen connected as of- 
ficers with the Newcastle Mechanics' Institute shew such 
a kind feeling towards this in&nt establishment, for the 
promotion of a similar object — the instruction of the Mecha- 
nic. And at the dose of the third Lecture, yesterday 
evening, the cordial Thanks of the Ladies and Gentlemen 
present were voted to Mr. Hardy and Mr. Wilson, for the 
interest they had evinced in the prosperity of the Gateshead 
Mechanics' Institute and the instruction of its Members. 

NEWCASTLE TOWN COUNCIL. 



THE BEANDLINO JCMCTION EAILWAT. 

The Matok read a letter from Mr. Kell the Town Clerk 
of Gateshead, stating that be was instructed by the Coun- 
cil of Gateshead to present a memorial and report on the 
subject ofthe application of the Brandling Junction Rail- 
way Company, for a licence to erect a quay at the east end 
of Hiilgate, in Gateshead, and requesting an audience. 

It was ordered that Mr. Kell be admitted. 

The Town Clbek read an extract from the Report of 
the River Committee, granting leave for the erection of a 
ouay under certain restriction»— namely, that the plan laid 
aown by Mr. Rennie should be pursued, that no drops should 
be erected and that not more than one vessel should lay 
alongside at one time. 

Mr. Aid. Potter the Chairman ofthe River Committee 
said at the last meeting, when the Report ofthe River Com. 
mittee was presented, he took upon himself to move the ad- 
journment of the consideration ofthe question ; he did so on 
the ground that he had only recently become a member of 
the River Committee, and the first question which came be- 
fore them was this one, which he was aware was of great 
importance, and required due deliberation. The question- 
resolved itself into two parts— building a quay and making 
staiths ; to the first there could be no objection, but with re- 
spect to the second there appeared to him to be considerable 
difficulty. He. therefore, thought the questions ought to be 
taken separately, and that he should first move that license 
be granted to build a quay. At the suggestion of some 
members, however, Mr. Potter moved — ^that the Report of 
the River Committee be now taken into consideration. 

Mr. R. Plummeb seconded this. 

Mr. Aid. Lamb presented a petition from the Chamber of 
Commerce, praying the Council to confirm the Report of 
the River Committee. 

Mr. Kell, the Town Clerk of Gateshead, was then admit- 
ted, and stated that he appeared there on behalf ofthe Coun- 
cil of Gateshead, on the subject of the proposed quay, on the 
south side of the Tyne, at the east end of Hiilgate. When 
the subject was first brought before the Council, they re- 
ferred It to a Standing Committee on Railways, and the 
Council met specially on yesterday (Tuesday) morning, to 
receive the report of that committee, when they unanimous- 
ly adopted the memorial he held m his band. They in- 
structed him to wait upon that meeting to present the me- 
morial, and also to leave a copy of the Report of the Rail- 
way Committee, which he had now the honour to do, and 
hoped it would receive their most favourable consideration. 
Mr. Kell then retired. 

The Town Cleek having read the memorial of the 
Gateshead Council, 

Mr. Aid. HoDosoN complained that the motion that the 
repoit be taken into consideration was a very indefinite 
one. 

Mr. W. Armstrong thought that with some modifica- 
tion, the Report of the River Committee might meet all 
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their views. He (Mr. A.) bad been, and was still of opinion, 
that the port was much too crowded with sbinping (* No'O 
and that the shipping of coals on the other side of the water 
would increasethe inconvenience. He would pass to aproposal 
for a modification of the re])ort,and in thefirst place be would 
suggest that it is not desirable to confine tne Brandling 
Junction Company to the line proposed by Mr. Rennie, be- 
cause the eflfectofdoing so would oe to produce an inden- 
tion of the river, which could never be of advantage to any- 
body: if there were an indention, there would be an eddy, 
the efiect of which would be an accumulation of mud in that 
part It would be more for the advantage of the trade of 
the river, that the line applied for by the Company should 
be granted them, namely, running flush with the quay at 
Mr. Price's. If they granted that^ which he believed the 
Company would value, they ought to accompany it with 
lomeconditionsywhich he had reason to think the parties 
would a^ree'to— -that they should be confined to two shii» 
berths (m length) and tliat those be at the eastern extremi- 
ty of their property. He thought it of great importance 
that the Counol should cut the Company down as low as 
possible ; by the plan he suggested the River Committee 
who recommended Mr. Rcnnie's line in preference to the 
other would ^ve up veiy little indeed, the lines at that end 
running within a very few feet of each other. Mr. A. alluded 
to the accommodation the proposed quay would be of to the 
merchants of Newcastle who might have anything to land 
in Gateshead, as well as to those of the latter place. He had 
himself a great deal of warehouse property in Gateshead, to 
get at which he was obliged to deliver his ships at the New- 
casUe side of the river, and cart his goods over the Bridge. 
He was not aware if they (Gateshead) did obtain a public 
quav, tl^ might ^et permission to make it a legal one for 
tne landing of foreign goods— ^at was another point The 
public would have the benefit of a quay of the extent of 
about 80 yards, for the whole extent of the property possess- 
ed there by the Brandling Company was about 100 yards, 
and two ships in length would occupy a space of quay one 
half of that He would preserve the restriction in the re- 
port of the Committee, tnat they should have only one ship 
m breadth alongside at one time. The report had no re- 
striction as to two berths ; he thought this veir important — 
the property would admit of four berths, but he would con- 
fine them to two— and have those two at the eastern extremi- 
ty. He would also make a condition that if Mr. Rennie's 
hne of quay were extended westward, the Company should 
set back their line of quay to that extent Witn that stipu- 
lation and the other restrictions he had spoken of, he thought 
they might very &irly agree to the proposition. He would 
certainly have rather it had not been there at all, but they 
had to make the most of the position before them, and by 
the adoption of what he proposed, he thought the objections 
of most persons would be removed. He therefore begged 
leave to move, that the Brandling Junction Railway Com- 
pany be allowed to build a quay on the line tor which they 
nave applied, namely, running flush with Price's quay ; 
that they be restricted to two baths for ships at the eastern 
extremity^ and to one in breadth : and further, in case of the 
extension of Mr. Rennie's line or quay westward, that they 
set their's back to that line. 

Mr^ £. Charnley seconded this. 

.Vr< J< Johnson said he should support the proposition 
of Mr. Armstrong. As one ofthe river committee ne thought 
they committed a great mistake in endeavouring to set a 
^uay twelve feet beyond the flush part of the present pro- 
jecting building belonging to Mr. Price. He would illus- 
trate this by referring to a quay recently erected at Jarrow, 
where they put the point out in such a manner, that it 
caused an eddy, and nearly choked up the way to Uie slip ; 
which was obliged to be altered, and toe water had since re- 
turned. If the Brandling Company were required to put a 
quay twelve feet beyond the comer of Hillgate end, it would 
have precisely the same effect There could be no objection 
to put the quay flush with that comer; it would make the 
river better. He had not duly considered what effect it 
would have to make the Railway company go further down, 
but from the best consideration he had been able to give it, 
he did not think it i^ould be objectionable ; it wotud cer- 
tainly come to a widgr nirt ofthe river, 

Mr. R. PLV»iin^ laid be should more, to Mr. Ann- 



strong's motion, an amendment similar to the one he moved 
in the river committee, namely, that the Brandling Junction 
Railway Company have power to build a ouay at that point 
of Rennie's line which strikes Price's warenouse, to the face 
ofthe lime-kiln quay, and from the fiice ofthe the lime-kiln 
quay to the face of Johnson & CargiU's quay. This would 
set the intended quay but nine feet back to the lime-kiln 

auay, and would not at all interfere with the depth of water 
liey would obtain, whilst it would give a small increase to 
the river, and room to vessels passing to and fix). He con- 
ceived that the line he proposed would not at all afiect the 
interests of )he Brandling Junction Railway with respect to 
their quay, and would facilitate, in some small degree, the 
intereourse upon the river. He would draw attention, at 
this stage of tne proceedings, to show the necessity of pre- 
serving as much width as possible, to the early part of Mr. 
Rennie's report It was worth consideration now far they 
would agree to the application of the Brandling Company, 
which, so far as it regarded the quays, was supported by 
Mr. Armstrong, that they should cany out a quay 25 feet 
beyond the line of Mr. Rennie. [A member, " utirty feet"] 
That was so much the worse. Mr. P. then quoted from the 
first paragraph of Mr. Rennie's report, that to preserve a ftee 
navigation and depth of Water, solid embankments on both 
sides the river must be avoided and limited. When they 
recoUected, he said, that this application of the Brandling 
Company advancea the quay 30 feet beyond that which Mr. 
Rennie had laid down as being the best in his judgment, he 
thought the Council would pause before they granted the 
licence sought for. The date of Mr. Rennie's report was 
1816, he spoke of the river in its then state, but since 
that perioa the trade had immensely increased. From 
information he (Mr. Plummer) had received, he was 
enabled to afford the Council some little information as 
to the increase of the trade of the port durine the last 
year. He would state this in round numbers^ for he had 
lost the memorandum on which he had the figures. The 
revenue (of Customs) for thelast year, was somewhere about 
£430,000., and about £100^000. of that was increase upon 
the year : no doubt some particular cireumstances had con- 
tributed to swell that amount, but making all due allow- 
ances for these, he felt satisfied that an increase of the 
trade of the port was going on most rapidly, and that a 
large proportion ofthe sum ne had namea might be fairly 
considers as increase. As a large proportion of that increase 
was upon goods brought to Newcastie Quay, they ought to 
be careful not to block up the passage to that quay. It did 
not become them, for the purpose of forwarding a particular 
object like the Brandling Railway, to run the chance of the 
river being narrowed, so as to obstruct the navigation. 
With these observations he concluded by proposing his 
amendment 

Mr. DouBLEDAT Said he seconded his friend Mr. Plum ■ 
mer's amendment, not because he altogether approved of ity 
but because he thought it the best they were likely to hear 
ot When this plan of the Brandling Junction Railway 
Company was first mooted, he on the first blush of the 
matter thought it would prove of great inconvenience to the 
port of Newcastie. He did not, however, like to trust to 
nis own opinion upon a point of this importance, and he 
had been at some pains to obtain the opinion of practical 
men, shippAs of goods and others, also that of Mr. Smith, 
the pilot nda^r, who had ^ven him authority to use his 
name and ^y that in his opinion the shipment of coals, as 
desired by the Brandling Company, would prove in the end 
a very gr6at inconvenience and hindrance to the trade of 
the port He (Mr. D.) was sorry to see that some attempt 
had been made in a public print to give this affair a colour 
as if in the decision they should come to there might be a 
feeling to give it in favour of Newcastie interests, against 
those of Gateshead. He might sa^ unhesitatingly for him- 
self* and he believed for the Council, that in the part he was 
taking he was actuated by no such feeling at all. If it had 
been proposed to ship coals on the north side of the river, 
he should have opposed it as he had this. To have the ge- 
neral trade of the port obstmcted at all would be as great 
inconvenience to the gentiemen of Gateshead as to those of 
Newcastie. He would now go to another point which Mr. 
Plummer had touched upon, and which he begged to recom. 
mend to the serious consideration of the Council. It va.s> 
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as Mr. P. had properly remarked, twenty years since Mr. 
Rennie's report was made. Mr. Kennic could not and did 
not at the time he made that report contemphite the great 
extension which had since then taken place in the trade of 
the port. It became them, however, to contemplate a still 
hirtner extension, and they ought to be exceedingly careful 
how thev did any thing to lessen what he might call the 
pool at Newcastle or Shields. They had refused some ap- 
plications at Shields to narrow the pool of the harbour of 
that place, and they ought to take due time to consider be. 
fore they acted a different part in Newcastle. He would 
even depart from Mr. Kennies line with reference to these 
two pools, for it would be most impolitic to narrow them at 
alL He should be inclined to oppose the application of the 
Brandling Junction Company altogether, if he saw any 
chance of carrying it, but as the next best thing, he would 
support Mr. Plummer's amendment 

Mr. Brandling reminded the Council, that though the 
Brandling Junction Company were the ostensible parties 
interested in this application, yet since they had come into 
that room they hod had a memorial from the Gateshead 
Council soliciting that they might have a quay for the bene- 
fit of the trade of that place. They must therefore take 
into consideration not only the Brandling Junction, but 
whether they would not grant to the Corporation of Gates- 
head the same privileges they enjoyed themselves. The 
Council of Gateshead prayed for a quay— the Council of 
Newcastle, though they had a large quay it was not 
sufficient, and they gave themselves power to lengthen that 
quay, not only in the line of the present one, but they were 
going into the river a considerable way. At the same time 
they granted thems*:lves those privileges, they were refusing 
them to Gateshead. (" No !" from Mr. Plummer.) Mr. 
Plummer lost sight of this, that the Council of Gateshead 
were praying thorn to grant the same things they had them- 
selves, to have a quav. They had arranged with the Brand- 
ling Company that they should have the privilege of land, 
ing goods upon that q'uay ; it was not theivfoi-e altogether 
the Brandling Junction they had to look at. They (the 
Newcastle Council) might say it was not worth their while 
to run any risk for tliis Company, but it was their brother 
corporators on the other side of the river, who had as great 
a right to the King's highway, though it was only a liquid 
one that they had. He (Mr. B.) was the last man in the 
world to do any thing contraiy to justice to any one— he 
would be the last to advocate any thing that could in the 
least interfere with the prosperity of the town ; he had no 
hesitation in saying he was attached to it, and would sup- 
port it in any way, but he would never support any town or 
body of people in what he considered an act of injustice 
He would say, under all circumstances, looking at their own 
improvement, they ought to encourage the prosperity of 
(iateshead as they would their own. If the trade of Gates- 
heail were three times what it is, and that of Newcastle 
stationary, the hitter would be benefitted by the advance- 
ment of the former. (Applause.) There was onlv the river 
between them, and thev ought to grant every thing that 
would encourage not only the Brandling Junction, but the 
inhabitants of the town of Gateshead. He (Mr. B.) was 
often accused of having a personal interest in this matter. 
He hated talking of himself, but he could assure them that 
if himself and his brother were looking only to their own 
interests^ they should oppose this very plan toat the Corpo- 
ration ot Gateshead ana the Erandling Junction Company 
were praying for. If it did not stop at Gateshead, they hall 
property where they could ship a large quantity of coals, 
both at Heworth Staith and at their Manor Staith. These 
properties would be much improved if this was not granted; 
therefore he could say, on the part of his brother and him- 
self, that they had no object but the benefit of the Brandling 
Junction Company, and in advocating the cause of the 
Corporation of Gateshead the benefit of the public at hirge. 
(Applause.) He therefore hoped that Mr. Armstrong's re- 
solution .would be seriously taken into consideration. As 
to narrowipg the river, that was perfect nonsense, for two- 
thirds of the water they were going to cover was not four 
feet deep— no ship could lie there. They Kad been encou- 
raging quays all along the river, and as to preventing the 
flow of waters, it was perfect nonsense. 1 f it could be shown 
that the building of this quay would not interfere with the 
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navigation, he did say that taking into con^tideration their 
neighbours the Corporation of Gateshead, the benefit it 
would be of to the public, and to the Brandling Junction 
Company, he did hope the^ would pause before they nega- 
tived Mr. Armstrong's motion. 

Mr. LowREY said that as one of the River Committee 
he difiered from Mr. Plummer in wishing to contract the 
quay. The river at Mr. Price's quay (as we understood) 
was 3d5 feet wide, and if this was adopted, it would be 380 
feet ; if they would adhere strictly to Mr. Rennie's plan, as 
stated in the report, he thought it would be more agreeable 
to the Council, and also to the public Besides he thought 
that the public were not very well satisfied with a quay at 
all — and not satisfied that it should be brought accoiding 
to Mr. Rennie's plan. He deprecated the Newcastle quay 
to the Bridge being taken up by ships delivering lumber, 
they ought to be ordered by the Harbour Master to the 
North Shore, from whence the cargos could be brought down 
in lighters at small cost, and the river would be rendered 
freer for merchant goods which had to be loaded on the 

ijuay. it was nonsense to talk about their being confined 
or room, if thejr had ten times the trade they could cany it 
on with proper investment (Applause.) Ships were lum- 
bering about, and the Harbour Master should give direc- 
tions that all those laden with spars, battens, &c., should 
go to the North Shore— suppose be (Mr. L) was to bring 
one of his large ships up to load at the quay— the SandhiS 
would not hold all the cargo. He wishea to serve the pub- 
lic alike in every part of the river. 

In answer to a question, 

Mr. LowREr said if a quay were built flush with Price's 
quay, the water might be deepened a little, but if they con- 
tracted the river, the whole Quayside might be at times 
flooded. 

Mr. A. NicHOL wished to know if the quay were made 
flush, it would not be of advantage to the river as well as to 
the vessels lying there f 

Mr. LowREY said it would not be of advantage to the 
river. 

Mr. A. NicHOL said he was quite of opinion, and in this 
he was joined by several gentlemen whom he had consulted, 
that if they built a flush quay they would be doing their 
duty as men of business. But to build a quay and finish it 
at a comer would be a most absurd thing ; it would cause 
mud, and the vessels could not lay in their berths. As to 
the shipping of coals that was another matter altogether, 
and ret)uired much consideration. 

Mr. H. A. Mitchell, (amidst cries **of question*^ said 
the question now under consideration was of the greatest im- 
portance, as a general principle he took it that nothing 
could be more clearly their interest or duty, than to do all 
they could to extend the commerce of the place: if that 
were admitted, which it must be, the only remaining ques- 
tion, as it seemed to him, was whether the application 
just made to the council could be granted without detriment 
to the port— either with regard to room for the accomodation 
of shipping or the proper navigation of the river— It did 
not appear to him that at present they had materials for 
coming to a sound and wise decision upon the subject— In 
oi-der therefore that the council might come to a right 
decision, he begged to move as a. second amendment, that, 
as an engineer had that day been appointetl, he be retiuiretl 
to report to the council, and give hisa<lvice on the question. 

Mr. Ald. Ridley seconded this amendment 'I ney had 
heard a gi-eat deal about this recess being fillet! up with mud 
—The building the new quay, according to Mr. Rennie's 
line, would not increase but lessen the recess; there was one 
now. 

Mr. Ald. Potter said with regard to the obserx'ations of 
Mr. Brandling, the narrow mindedness of the council in 
looking to its own interests. 

Mr. Brandling denied that sucb a term as ** narrow 
mindedness" was used by him, if Mr. Potter, would quote 
him, let him quote his language. 

Mr. Potter said the tendency of the remark was, that it 
would be narrow minded if they built this quay upon their 
side and refiised it to others, tney were accused of acting 
selfishly ,• he would take it tliat way. He did not think any 
gentleman present would think of objecting to quay on the 
other side of the water, hut he thought, as had been very 
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properlv stated, that tliey would as much ol>iei't to coals I 
oein^ snipped at the B roaa Chare, as they would on the oppo . j 
site side. He thoughtthey should not agreeto Mr. Armstrong' !» : 
proposition, without grave consideration. Mr. Rennie had 
been called upon at a great expense to give a report as to the 
proper line or the river; he knew there was this inlet at this 
place, and he still maintained that this was the proper line; 
they ought not therefore to deviate from it without tne grav- 
est consideration. He (Mr P) did not mean to say that a case 
might not arise, or that the present was not a case where they 
ought to do so, but before they did so, they must well 
consider the whole question, for they would beacting in 
the face of Mr. Rennie's plan, and of the report of the 
River committee. There was another point; in all motions 
for leave to erect quays upon all parts of the river, he believed 
that Mr. Rennie's plan had been most rigidly adhered 
to ^** No and Yes"). Even the very quay in the building of 
which Mr. Brandling said they were actinsr for their own in- 
terest—that was upon the quay line laid aown by Mr. Ren- 
nie M. P. concluded by supporting the amendment for ad- 
joummenL 

Mr. Rayn£ congratulated Mr. Armstrong upon his con- 
version on this question ; he feai-ed that when he got up he 
was going to meet the application of the Brandling Company 
with a direct negative, rather than to help them over any little 
dificulty. He (Mr. R.) wished that conversion had been 
more complete — that he had left the Company quite unfet- 
tered and without restriction. He should support the propo- 
sition made by Mr. A., in connection with the report of the 
River Committee. Great stress had been laid upon the ne- 
cessity of adhering strictly to Rennie's line, which was laid 
down 20 years ago, and also to the increase of the revenue 
of the Port No doubt Gateshead had had some share of 
this increase and it would only be iust to extend to her those 
advantages for the benefit of both places ; the more they 
improved the situation of their neighoours in Gateshead the 
more would they find it to their own advantage. The view 
taken by Mr. Plummer was that of certain political econo- 
nomists brought close home ; they would narrow the com • 
mercial intercourse oi the world ; he would give fts. for a hat 
in Newcatle rather than 2s. 6d. for one in Gateshead. (Hear 
andlaughter.) It was economists ot this kind who had been the 
curse of the oountir. With regard to impeding the navi- 
gation of the river, he thought that anticipated evil was more 
imaginary than real; no gentlemen could point out a prac- 
tical inconvenience that would ensue. He would refer them 
to the crowded state of the river at London, particularly the 
Pool, and would ask them to compare that with any incon. 
▼enience that could by possibility arise here. Then as to 
the North Shore; there was to be a quay to extend 30 feet 
into the river, they attached no restriction as to the number 
of vessels to lay along side there ; there might be four, five, 
or six ; this being so, it was a degree of injustice to the peo- 
ple on the other side of the water to restrict them. (Applause.) 

Mr. Alderman Hodgson sugji^sted that there should be 
a special meeting to consider this matter, and that evidence 
should be heard upon it. He deprecated the distinction at- 
tempted to be drawn between the two sides of the river— 
they ought to be kept united. He did not see why they 
should confine themselves to Mr. Rennie's line for ever, but 
before they departed from it they ought to be perfectly satis- 
fied of Uie propriety of doing so. 

Mr. Philipson said he took it to be perfectly clear, that 
il the commercial men of the port and the persons interested 
in shipping felt an objection to this line they would have had 
evidence of it in the shape of petitions adverse to this appli- 
cation. They had no such tning, but they had a petition 
firom tiic Chamber of Commerce in favour of the line recom- 
mended by the river committee. Mr. Doubleday had quoted 
the opinion of some mercantile men adverse to this measure 
it was not correct to quote these in the council without giving 
others the opportunity of eliciting all the facts ; he (Mr. P.) 
should have wished to have asked Mr. Smith some questions 
on the matter. If the river were of benefit it must be from 
having a direct line of quay. He thought Mr. Annstrong's 
proposition was venr judiciously introduced ; for if quays 
were made flush they must be put back whenever Mr. 
Rennie's plan with reference to Hillgate was carried into 
effect 

Mr. Armstrono in reply begged to make a remark with 



reference to what fell from Mr. Charles Rayne, who said 
that he (Mr. A.) had become a convert to new principles. 
At the outset he stated that he was opposed to the shipping 
of coals at the proposed quay upon the principle toat it 
would overcrowd the port He thought they were aU agreed 
in the opinion that there must be a line of quay; if they 
adopted Mr. Rennie's plan, which recedes 29 or 30 feet from 
Price's quay, they would build one which would be of no 
use whatever— no ship could come there. But he proposed 
' to bring it flush— to make it a useful quay to the Gateshead 
people as well as to those of Newcastle. Then, as regarded 
theadvantage to the river, it was plain to common sense 
that by cutting off this indentation they would add to the 
scouring effect of the stream. 

Mr. Plummer withdrew his amendment in favour of that 
proposed by Mr. MitcheU. 

'The Mayor then put Mr. Mitchell's amendment to post- 
pone the rurther consideration of the Question until a 
report should be had from the engineer, which was carried 
n the affirmative by a large majority. 

Mr. Brandling represented to the Council the necessity 
which existed for a speedy answer being returned^ and 
trusted that an early day would be appointed for the discus- 
sion of the question, and after consultation Wednesday the 
24th instant was fixed for the day. 

Mr. W. Mitchell withdrew his motion for the removal 
of the Cow-market till the next meeting. 

Mr. Ald. Hodgson called the attention of the Council to 
the boundary bill, whieh was now before the house, and was 
to be read on the 16th February a second time, and which 
completely overturned every ward in the town. He moved 
for tne appointment of a small committee to correspond with 
the representatives of the town on the subject, and to prepare 
a petition to parliament if necessary. A committee was 
accordingly appointed. 

The Mayor handed a letter to the Town Clerk, which 
he had received from Mr. Aid. Easterby. It contained that 
gentleman's resignation of his office as a magistrate, he 
being now 82 years of age, and with indications of declining 
health. Mr. C. Rayne gave notice that he would at the 
next meeting move the name of a gentleman to be recom- 
mended to the Secretary of State to be inserted in the com- 
mission, in the room of'^Mr. Easterby. 

Mr. Charnley presented a revised plan of the proposed 
Com Exchange in the Middle Street, together with a petition 
respecting the same. The petition was referred to the 
Finance Committee. 

The Council then adjourned to the 21st instant 



to the editor or the gateshbad observer. 



Dear Sir,— As you are always ready to give publicity to 
any remarks, haing for their object the benefit of the In- 
habitanU of this town, I take the liberty of suggesting an 
alteration in the department of the Overseers. It has al- 
ways been a tax on the tradesmen of this place, who are 
generally pretty well employed in their own afiiurs, to col- 
lect Poor Rates; and now that the Guardians have the 
power of appointing a oerman^nf Overseer for that purpose 
(which is acted on m Newcastle), I think this inconvenience 
might be obviated, and at the same time the Parish would 
profit by the change. For instance, if he had a certain per 
centage on the rate, and having sufficient time to look alter 
his duty property, he would take care that all new property, 
as well as additions and improvements to old, would be fully 
and fairly rated j whereas 1 know firom experience under 
the present system, they, the Overseers, are glad (at least 

generally speaking) to get through their collection with as 
ttle trouble as possible, and thereby a great deal more than 
would pay the salary of a permanent Overseer is lost to the 
Parish. I am, Dear Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

A PARISHIONER. 
Gateshead, 8th January, 1838. 

P.S. Some persons say that havine served the office them- 
selves, it is but fair others ought to do the same, but this ia 
a very poor argument, if there is an alteration found avail- 
able. 
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The weather durins' the week has continued ex- 
remdy severe. On Wednesday the Tyne was frozen so 
hard Just below the Bridge that a passage could be safely 
made across,— on that and the followins: day the ice was 
thron,Tcd by hwis making slides. On Thursday afternoon the 
snow'again set in very heavily, it fell to a great dei)th dur- 
ingtbe night, and has still continued. We subioin the 
state of the Thermometer during the week, with which wc 
having been favoured : — 
JanuaiT 14, Sunday 8 am. 1 1 degrees below freezing, 
noon 10 ditto. 

8 p.m. 16 ditto. 

10 pjn. 14 ditto. 

16, Monday 8 am. 15 ditta 

16, Tuesday 8 am. 6 ditto. 

2 p.m. fi-eezing. 

17, Wednes. 7 am. 7 degrees below freezing. 

2 p.m. freezing. 

18, Thurs. 8 am. 4 degrees below freezing. 

noon 12 ditto. 

19, Friday 8 am. 12 ditto. 

5 p.m 8 ditta 

A Parish Meeting was held in Gateshead Vestry 
on Monday last, pm-suant to public notice given by the Sur- 
veyors of Highways, to consider the propriety ofassenting 
to, dis.<«en:ing from, or remaining neuter upon an application 
from the projecLors of an intended railway from Gateahead 
to Green Court, Newcastle. Joshua Johnson, Esq., was 
called to the chair. No person appeared, on the part of the 
projected Railway Company, to explain the nature and ob- 
jects of the underiaUing, which certainly appears to us ex- 
traordinary. Mr. Stobart, the parish clerk, produced the 
plan and refercnces thereto, which he had received in his 
official capacity. After a conversation, in which Messrs. 
Rc\'ely, Brown, Price, Willis, Wm. Hymers, Wm. Kenmir, 
Stephen For!»ter,and the Chaimmn, took part, the following 
resolution was proposed by Mr. Forster, seconded by Mr. W. 
Walker, and unanimously adopted—'* That no assent be 
given to the line of railway crossing the road leading from 
the Half Moon Lane to the Windmill Hills, until a commit- 
tee, to be appointed by this meeting, shall have conferred 
with the Railway Committee of the Council of this 
Borough, and with the Directors of the Brandling Junction 
Railway Company or the agents thereof ; and that the said 
committee do report the result of their conferences to anolher 
parish meeting to be csdled for the purpose." The com- 
mittee, consisting of Messrs. Thos. Revdy, James Hymers, 
Ralph Wake, Wm. Walker, Joseph Pncc, Wnu Brown. 
Stephen Foi-ster, and Wm. Kenmir, was then appointed, and 
the meeting dissolved. On Thursday a meeting of the com- 
mittee appointed at the above meeting and the railway 
committee of the Council was held, when it was resolved, — 
** That the assent of the Surveyors of the Highways be 
withheld until further information be obtained ; ana that 
this meeling be adjourned until Tuesday the 23rd instant, 
at half-past 9 in the morning." 



NEWCASTLE TOWN COUNCIL. 
January 24tb, 1838. 
The Town Council of Newcastle held a meeting on Wed- 
nesday last. Dr. Headlam, the Mayor, in the chair. The 
flrat business which came on for discussion was with refer- 
ence to the application of the Brandling Junction Railway 
Company to erect quays on the south side of the Tyne. 
The Town Clerk read tne following report from Mr. Ander- 
•on, the River Engineer : — 

TO THB aiOHT WOBSRZPFUL THB XATOR, ALDERMBK, AHD COUV; 
CZLLOBS OP TBB BOBOUOB OV NBWCASTLB UPON TTNB. 

Gbhtlbmbv^—- Agreeably to yoar inatmctions, detiringme to re. 
port upon the hne of quay proposed to be bailt by the Brandling 
Junction Railway Company, I beg to sabmit the following for your 
eonsideration. 

The attto of the weather during my stay in Newcastle hae pre- 
vented me fh>m examining the nature of the shores and the bed of 
the river so minutely as I otherwise should have done. 

I have, however, on several oeoaslona inapeoted the preaent Booth 
Shore, extending flrom Meaars. Hawka' and Co. 'a new quay (built 
on Beonie'a line) to Newcastle Bridge, which Sneludee the proposed 
aito of the BrandUng Junction Railway qoay : I have also careftiUy 



m^mwmiwimA the plana, and read the rrporta fhmisbed by the late Mr. 
Bennie, and Mr. Cubitt and otht n, and I find thai the quay pn>. 
posed to be built on the North Shore to the Swirle, by Mr. Cubitt, 
projects at that part about 33 htt beyond Mr. Bennies line ; and 
that if Mr. Cubitt's line is followed on the North Shore and Mr. 
Kennie's line on the South Shore, the width of the river will be only 
about 4 feet wider than the narrowest part at preaent existing below 
the bridge ; that if Bennies line is only continued as for as Mr. 
Price's warehouse, there will then be an indentation in the South 
side of the river, which would cause an eddy in the ebb tide, and be 
more ii^jurious to the force of the current than the line proposed by 
the Brandling Junction Railway Compuiy. 

The mass of buildings, Jcc, extending tnm Mr. Price's ware- 
house, for about 700 feet towanls the bridge, must be pulled down, 
re-built, and set back about 'M feet, before the benefit of seo-room 
con be derived by following Mr. Rennic's plan, and I am given to 
understand that there is no probability of these buildings, &c., being 
removed within a reasonable time. 

On examining the various plana and sections, containing the 
soundings, fUmished by Mr. Rennie in lbl6, and by Mr. Cubitt in 
1837, it wUl be seen that the best sections, having reference to width 
and depth, exist in the noirowest part of the river, extending for a 
length of about 450 feet, and that, near the commencement of the 
present irregularity and indentation, in the South side of the river, 
immediately below Mr. Price's warehouse, a bank has been formed 
on the Newcastle shore, and I am of opinion, that a quay, boilt in 
the line proposed by the Brandling Railway Company would tend 
more to remove that bank than a quay built in the line proposed 
by Mr. Rennie, if it is to terminate in the comer of Mr. race's 
warehouse; and I do not believe that a greater width will main- 
tain a greater depth here, unless more tidal water is brought op the 
river to oaaiat the acour when thia part of the river ta deepened aa 
proposed. 

And I would next coll your attention to the (bet that, at the aoat 
eflbctnal time of tide for scouring, namely, the first third of the flood 
and the last tliird of the ebb, the starlings of the present bridge con- 
tract the water-way into a much less space than at present exists in 
the narrowest port of the river below bridge, and that before the 
buildings, &e., fh>m Mr. Price's warehouse towards the bridge were 
romoved, it would be desirable to increase the water-way of the 
bridge to at least the same area as the leaat existii^ apace below 
bridge. 

After taking these and other matters into due consideration, I re- 
commend that the petition of the Brandling Junction Boilwair Com- 
pany be granted subject to the following provisions :— That, m cose 
of a new quay being constructed trom Mr. Price's wmrehooae to- 
wards the bridge, the Brandling Railway Company shall remove, 
and set bock, and re-build their quay to any line that may be fixed 
upon by the Conservators of the river Tyne, at the entire coat and 
charge of the Railway Company, and that such alterations shaU be 
commenced, continued, and completed, at the same times aa thepio- 
poeed alterationa, extending tnm their Weatem boundary towarda 
the bridge, are being carried into effect. 

I recommend also that the junction with Bennie'slinebe made at 
the Eastern extremity of the proposed Brandling Railway quay, and 
that the fooe of the quay be continued trom that point in a atraJgbt 
line to the comer of Mr. Price's warehouse, and in no part prqjeet- 
ing beyond that ooraer, or diminishing the breadth of the river at 
that pa[rt. i consider that the line I here recommend will give a 
better sec to the current of the flood tide than the line laid down in 
the plan signed by Mr. Nicholas Wood. 

I have the honour to be, 

'Worshipful Sir and Gentlemen, 

Tour obedient servant, 

WILLUM D. ANDERSON. 
Newcastle npon Tyne, Jan. 83, 1838. 

Mr. R. Pldmmer said he should at once move the adop- 
tion of the report of the River Committee, because he con- 
ceived that it was more in accordance with Mr. Rannie's 
line than the application of the Brandling Junction Com- 
nany ; it would shut out none of those improvements that 
Mr. Ilennie contemplated when he laid down this line, and 
it also allowed greater water room than the quay of the 
Brandling Company would allow if it were earned into 
effect These were important considerations, and he thought 
that the motion previously made by Mr. Armstrong, that 
the Company be allowed to bring their quay out to tne ex- 
tent of the application, reserving a power to the Council to 
set it back at any future time, would not be the right way 
of proceeding. If the improvements contemplated by Mr. 
Rennie on the south side were carried into etfect, it would 
conduce to the improvement of the navigation, and to the 
advantage of both shores— to Newcastle and Gateshead. 
With these views he moved the adoption of the report of the 
River Committee. 

Mr. W. A. Mitchell seconded the motion of Mr. Plam- 
mer^ though for the sake of discussion he had seconded the 
motion that the report of the en^neer should be had. If 
they allowed the quay to be bmlt fiush with Mr. Price's 
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warehouse, it would be a difficult thing indeed to get it put 
back when they wanted it to be so. He thought the wisest 
waj would be to build it upon the line upon which the quay 
is m the end to be. 

At the suggestion of Mr. Plues, the Town Clerk read 
the I'eport of the River Committee, which was presented at 
the last meeting. 

Mr. H. A. Mitchell said in moving at the last meeting 
of the Council the adjournment of the debate, he was intlu- 
enced, as he observed, by a conviction that they did not 
possess the evidence necessary to enable them to come to a 
sound decision upon the subject. There were, as it appeared 
to him, two very material points for their consideration — 
whether the application maac on the part of the Brandling 
Company was such as would, if granted, prevent the due 
improvement of the river, and, secondly, whether, if granted, 
it would prevent that due accommodation for the shipping 
of the port, necessary for the proper conducting of the bu- 
siness of the place. The report just read from the river en- 
gineer was to his mind conclusive upon one point, namely, 
with reference to the navigation of the river j Mr. Anderson 
had distinctly made out that the application might be 
granted without injury to the navigation. Upon the other 

S»int he regretted that the engineer had been wholly silent 
e (Mr. M.) apprehended that the cause of that arose from 
his recent arrival at the place, and his consequent ignorance 
4>f localities ; he should oe glad of information on this head 
firom merchants conversant with the trade of the port and 
from the harbour master. But he was of opinion that it 
was their bounden dutv, as members of that Council, to 
afiord every facility in their power to the commerce of the 
place, and with that view he thought, unless some strong 
case was made out, they ought to grant the application of 
the Brandling Junction Railway Company, fencing it, if 
they would, and as it was their duty to do. This must be 
in Uie nature of an experiment; if they found it might be 
in any degree injurious, they must take security now to have 
the opportunity of remedying that error. But he thought 
it would be too much, when agi-eat important Company 
applied to them, and fairly, for that facility which was not 
denied to individuals — ^that this ought not to be refused to 
a great Company, calculated materially to increase the 
trading interests of the port, more than any individual ope- 
rations could do ; it was their duty to grant the application, 
with such conditions and restricuons as would enable the 
Council to take care that the navigation did not suflfer, and 
that they did not interfere with the accommodation made 
for the snipping of the port He therefore begged to move 
as an amendment that the application of the Brandling 
Junction Railway Company be granted, with such restric- 
tions as will enable the Corporation at any time, under the 
advice of the engineer and harbour master, to make such 
iinprovements as may be required for the trade of the port 
Mr. Johnson, in secondmg the amendment, said at a 
former meeting this debate was adjourned for the purpose 
of considering whether the River Committee's report was a 
correct one or not Now he affirmed, without fear of con- 
tradiction, that a great error had been made in that report, 
and they had Mr. Anderson's opinion to that edect ; there 
were also other errors which they ought to remedy. Mr. 
Anderson's opinion was clear, lucid, and to his (Mr. J.'s) 
mind satisfactory, as he hoped it would be to every men\ber 
of the Council It was pointed out that if the site of the 

^uay were according to the recommendation of the River 
lommittee, it would be injurious to the river ; that was 
confirmed by Mr. Anderson s report The Committee had 
recommended that only one ship at one time should be al- 
lowed to lay alongside. He (Mr. J.) thought such a regula- 
tion as that, when they granted a quay, was unnecessary ; 
they had a narbour mastes to whom they gave a salary for 
regulating the [shipping of the port, why do that if they 
were to regelate the shipping themselves I He would go 
further than Mr. Mitchell, an4 say, grant a license to the 
Brandling Company according to Mr. Anderson's recom- 
mendation, ana without any restriction as to what number 
of vessels shall lay alongsiae. They could not load two at 
a time, and it was for the harbour master to say how they 
should be laid. If they did grant at all, let them do so with 
a good grace, and without unnecessary restrictions. He 
seconded the amendment, and would add by way of rider 
that it be granted without restriction. 



Mr. Mitchell begged to disclaim that part of the pro- 
position. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Johnson — I only second his motion with that reser- 
vation. 

The Mayor — ^Then you move another amendment [This 
amendment did not find a seconder.] 

Mr. Armstrong said, he begged to propose an amend- 
ment, in which he hoped he should have the concurrence 
ot his friend Mr. Johnson; it was simply to the e&ct 
of his former amendment The report they bad first 
heard read from their engineer, supported every view he 
stated to the Council at the time of proposing that amend- 
ment ; it went further, for it ])ointed out what he (Mr. A.) 
could not be aware of— that building a quay on the opposite 
side of the water would, by deflecting the stream agamst the 
Newcastle Quay, tend to remove a sand bank formed at a 
point where Pandon Dean Bum enters jLhe Tyne. The only 
waj Mr. Anderson's proposition differed from the one oe 
pointed out was thii>, that the proposed quay shall unite 
with Mr. Rennie's quay at the eastern boundary of the 
Brandling property, instead of uniting as he (Mr. A.) had 
proposed, a few yards lower down. This was a very trifling 
di^rence, but the advantage would be in favour of the 
river, for it would widen it a few feet at that point Mr 
Plummer, in recommending Mr. Rennie's line, pointed out 
that it would be desirable to widen the river at Newcastle ; 
he fMr. A.) was aware that it was desirable to have acooQ- 
moaation, but they must not sacrifice (to obtaining a little 
width) the more important consideration of depth of water. 
In order to make the matter very simple, he would move, as 
an amendment, the adoption of tiie report of the engineer just 
read, with this in addiuon, that the company be restricted 
to two berths at the lower end of the proper^, and one in 
breadth next the quay, and with that emendation to the re- 
port, he would move that it be adopi:ed. 

Mr. Cua&nley seconded the amendment 

Mr. Alo. Spedding said he considered Mr. Anderaon's 
report a very good one, and worthy the reputation on which 
they elected him, but it was confined exdusively to the ac- 
tion of the current, and without any reference to the ship- 
ping. When a great number of shu>s were laid in the river. 
It materially altered the current He thought it would be 
better to confiim the report of the river committee. 

Mr. W. Mitchell rose and said, he wished to explain. 
(Cries of ** spoke.'O He was speaking upon new matter. 

The Mayor— That is just what you cannot da (Laugh- 
ter.) 

Mr. Mitchell merely wished to say that Mr. Anderson 
had stated he had not had time or acquaintance with the 
port to consider the point to which Mr. Spedding had re- 
ferred. 

Mr. S. LowRBY said it was not understood by the River 
Committee that the river would be so contracted below as it 
would be if they carried it out 30 feet ; if they did so, and 
continued Mr. Rennie's line upoi^ the south side it would 
cause the breadth of the river ii-om Mr. Hawks's to be tbe 
same width up to about IfiO feet of the bridge ; therefore 
there was no use in setting the Brandling Company's quay 
back, and making more width Lhan they had below. There 
was one reason wh^ he agreed in Mr. Anderson's rettort; it 
would carry a umform width fix>m Hawka's to 150 feet of 
the bridge, and make a good useful quay all the length ; 
two vessels could lie in breadth, and be no inconvenience to 
the navigation. It would impix>ye it on the south side and 
on the north, when they buut their quay, it would carry 
away a sand bank; thus both quays would assist each 
other. No doubt the Brandling Company must be restricted 
to remove the quay back if the houses are pulled down. 
From the description Mr. Anderson had given of the abuU 
menls of the bridge taking up so much room, before that 
could be done, they must increase the size of the arches of 
the bridge, and put two into one, in order to make a 
better flow of water. The only thing they had to guant 
against was the floods coining down : to this end they had 
better make the quays on both sides 18 inches or two feet 
higher than the present one. He quite agreed with the re- 
port of the engineer, and it would be an advantage to the 
river generally ; it would not do any harm to anything they 
could do for eight or ten years. 

Mr. Philipson said he was surprised at the turn this 
dehiOe bad taken, and at the way Mr. Pluoimer bad brought 
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it before the Council. At the last meeiiug of the Council 
Mr. Plummer had eschewed the report of the River^Com- 
loittee — nothing would he have to do with it (** No," from 
Mr. Plummer) ; he (Mr. Plummer) gave a plan of his own 
in the shape of an amendment, as to the way in which this 
quay should be built ; he afterwards concurred in the mo- 
tion of Mr. Mitchell to postpone the question. He (Mr. 
Phillipson) had considered that all those gentlemen who 
were anxious to have the report of the engineer, would have 
paid deference to it when they bad it But here they bad 
Mr. Plummer voting to take Mr. Anderson's opinion, and 
then voting to set it aside. Then they had his friend Mr. 
Mitchell, who said if the quay were built it could not be set 
back again. 
Mr. W. A. Mitchell— No, 1 said it would be difficult. 
Mr. Philipson said he would like to know how it would 
fce difficult, thev had a condition that it should be set back 
when required. 'Then they had Mr. Aldennan Spcdding who 
seemed to take it for granted that the engineer ma4le his re. 
port without thinking that ships navigate the Tyne. It was 
paying Mr, Anderson a poor compliment to suppose that he 
shoula think the river flows without carrving anything on its 
bosom. Mr. Ander>on mu>t have seen that they had ships 
at Newcastle, and that they navigate the river, and he knew 
the purpose to which the river was intended to be put. 

Mr. Mitchell— Mr. Anderson made that statement that 
he had not had experience. 

Another member rose; but the Mayor said he could not 
permit any desultory conversation. 

Mr. Philipson proceeded. It was an attempt to estab- 
lish a distinction wittiout a difference; could any one say 
that Mr. Anderson gave this report without reference to a 
knowledge that ships were to lay alongside of and to navi- 
gate the river I No doubt he might say, he did not know the 
extent of the traffic, hut he must know that it was very con- 
siderable. He (Mr. P.) should give his vote in favor of the 
Brandling Junction Company having leave to e/ect the 
quay. 

Mr. Aldennan Fife said he conceived that if the council 
departed rashly from the lines laid down by Mr. Rennie,they 
would not secure the gratitude of posterity. These lines were 
laid down with reference to a great plan (or the improvement 
of the river; they were laid down on broad principles and 
those practical principles of the engineer were the same as 
the theoretic pnnciples Mr. M*Gre^or arrived at If it 
eould be shown that granting permission to the Brandling 
Junction Railway did not add to the impracticability, at any 
future time, of adopting Mr. Rennie's line; if these condi- 
tions could be made stringent and perfectly intelligible, then 
one great objection to granting the application would be re- 
moved. The engineer had made it pbun that the quay peti- 
tioned for would be a benefit to the navigation of the nver, 
lo long as the buildings continued to project ; but if at any 
period it was in the power of the council to remove back 
those buildings and adopt the line of Mr Rennie, then if the 
quay remaindi it would be a serious injury. 

Mr. Aid. DoNKiN, said the point M r. Fife insisted upon was 
provided for in Uie report At the same time, from the va- 
rious statements made to him, as well as from his own oh- 
aervation, he did not think anything would be gained, for he 
dii not suppose Rennie's plan woiUd be fully carried into 
effisct It would involve the pulling down the'whole of Hill- 
gate, and even then, he did not think there would be an in- 
crease of water way. They ought to guard their interests 
but he could assure them there would be no difficulty in lay- 
ing the Brandling Company under the restrictions. With 
regard to leaving the recess which would be the effect of Mr. 
Plummer's motion, there would be nothing gained, there was 
not room for a boat and it was a complete nuisance ; it was 
making an eddy and forming ^ accumulation of mud. 

Mr. Brandling said he believed he could speak confi- 
dently as to satisfying Mr. Fife with reference to the removal 
of the quay, for the engineer to the Brandling Junction 
Company', when he planned the flush quay with Mr. Price's, 
stated, it ever the improvements in Hiil^ate took place, the 
BrancUing Company would remove their (luay back to any 
fine which might be adopted;— that was distinctly stated in 
the first application made to the Council to grant that line 
of quay. 'The report of the river engineer was to his (Mr. 
B.'s) mind as conclusive as anything could possibly be. 
Mr. Rennie's line was no doubt made with the idea of earry- 



in;; it up to the bridge; he was !>ati!»ned that if Mr. RenniV 
came down himself and had seen the prrjoct of the Brand- 
ling Junction, he ^ould have agreed with Mr. Anderson, 
that until Hillgate were pulled down his own line would be 
a detriment instead of ailvantaue to the river. There waj» 
one point with reference to Hillgate not taken into con«<ide- 
ratit)n — Mr, Andei-son in his report said, if you pull down 
Hillga'e it will do no goo<l unless you pull down the bridge 
also. Their finance-; he fMr. B.) was happy to say were 
improvin}: ; butw hen would the day arri\ e when the corporate 
funds would be such that they could ^end Hillgate to h — I 
and the bridge along with it (Laughter.) Aftei* the 
able report of the enjrineer he thought it would be rather 
extraordinary- if thev did not adopt it, for he thought Mr. 
Anderson had proved that unless they could take down the 
bridge, wideninic the ri\er there would be a detriment to it, 
and the narrowing of it a great advantage. There was ano- 
ther Uiing pointed out, of which he previously had no idea, 
and which would remove every objection — by narrowing the 
river they would get quit of a shoal opposite tlieir own quay 
and improve that part of the navigation. I'he building this 
quay would not only improve the river generally, but parti- 
cularly opposite their ow n quay. Let them also bear in 
mind it was not to be appropriated specially to the Brand- 
ling Junction Railway, but to be open to all the merchants of 
Gatcshca<l and Newcastle. As this quay would improve the 
river, it would be rather hard upon the (lateshead gentle- 
men, when they ((Jateshead) were conferring benefits upon 
them (Newcastle) that they should restrict them to any 
quantity of commerce and say ** you shall have only one or 
two ships,' when, perhaj^s, they were building a quay to 
enable uiose on the opposite side of the river to lay three or 
four more ships at their quay than they had at tliat moment 
He hoped the report of the engineer would be adopted, for 
he was perfectly convinced that it would not only be a bene- 
fit to Gateshead but also to Newcastle. 

Mr. Aid. Di'NN asked if he understood Mr. Brandling to 
say this was to be a public quay, the same as the Newcastle 
one, without any payment except tlie ordinary town dues. 
Mr. Brandling — Yes. Not the town dues. 
The Mayor — They have nothing to do with the Corpo- 
ration ; it will be public upon the payment of such fixed 
rates as shall be reasonable. 

Mr. Dunn — It is a private quajr, the proprietors have a 
right to take such rates as they think proper. 

Mr. Brandling — No more a private quay than the quay 
at Newcastle. 

Mr. Dunn — It is an open quay, but not a public one, for 
the public cannot use it without tne consent of the Messrs. 
Brandling. The argument is that the Gateshead people 
win have the same privileges as the Newcastle people. Will 
they have the same privileges if that is not a public quay, 
but the quay of the Messrs. Brandling I 

Mr. Brandling — Will you correct yourself, and not call 
it the Messrs. Brandling's quay — they nave no more to do 
with it than you may have it you buy shares and pay the 
premium. 

Mr. Dunn — The Brandling Railway Company, then. Is 
it one I may use or one I must pay for to the Brandling 
Junction Company I 
Mr. Brandling— You must pay them. 
The Mayor— It is as public as a railway ; the rates are 
fixed by Act of Parliament, and thepublic have the right of 
using it upon these terms. 

Mr. Dunn— it is a private quay, and not a public one ^ 
an act of parliament has not fixed the dues, and by whom 
is the arrangement to be made ? The Brandling Junction 
Company will fix their own dues, and then where are the 
advantatres of Gateshead comnared to Newcastle f 

Mr. DoNKiN— If the Branoling Company do not fix rea- 
sonable dues they will get no customers. 

Mr. Philipson said this objection would apply as well to 
Mr. Plummer's line as well as the other. 

Mr. Johnson observed that the Gateshead people had 
petitioned in favour of this quay, and that showed their 
feeling with reference to it 

Mr. J. NiCHOL said he should vote for Mr. Armstrong's 
amendment He then asked the Town-Clerk if the Cor- 
poration would be entitled to the same dues from ships lying 
alongside that quay as they were fi-om those at Newcastle- 
The Town-Clerr. Precisely the same. 
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Mr. Alderman PoTTBR said as to the quay, there could 
be no doubt, after hearing the able report of the Engineer, 
that they should make one on the line recommended by him. 
The difficulty was a-i to the greater evil. No doubt it would 
be an advantage to both sides of the river, but the great ob- 
jection with him always was to its being at that part of the 
river so near Newcastle ouay, as it is, nothing in the report 
tended to remove that difficulty. He did not speak interest- 
edly ; it would be to his interest to have a staith as high up 
as possible, for he was likely to be a considerable shipper of 
coal there; still the conviction upon his mind was strong 
that notwithstanding any regulations they might make with 
the harbour master, the crowding of ships will be so great 
round this part that it will be almost iinpossible to keep any 
thing like order. Feeling this great difficulty he would sug- 
gest that the motion be divided into two— first as to the 
quay, and next as to the shipping |>lac& He would wish to 
have his name recorded against shipping coals at this place, 
for hereafter it would be found a very serious inconveni- 
ence. 

Mr. Alderman Hodgson said there were some difficulties 
in this matter, and some anomalies. They had a report 
from the River Committee which almost every member 
seemed now to abandon ; they had a petition from the Cham- 
ber of Commerce and yet every member of that Chamber 
present abandoned it He should like to know whether the 
lUver Committee did abandon their renort, and if it was 
taken up by Mr. Plummer as an indiviaual member of the 
Council. It seemed that the only diflference of opinion was, 
as regarded ^e quay,— whether they should have Mr. 
Rennie's line or not He thought Mr. Anderson's report 
would remove any objections there might be. He agreed 
with Mr. Dunn that some restriction should be made with 
regard to the rates to be paid for usin^ the quay. 

Mr. LosB remarked that the Council stood m two situa- 
tions—they were conservators of the river and had, in con- 
sideration of the burthen of providing quays, the right to 
say that no goods shall belauded but at Newcastle, and on 
their own quays ; tolls were paid them upon all ^oods land- 
ed, public or private. They had relaxed their rights so far 
as to agree to individuals landing goods at private quays, 
but they took toll for all goods landed at any portion of uie 
river— now the quay erected hj the Brandling Junction 
Company would be in the same situation— ^they would take 
for au goods landed there their quay dues (^ harbour dues") 
It would be hardly expected from tnem (the Council) having 
an extemive quay at Newcastle and being more interested 
in the prosperity of this particular port, that they should biy 
out considerable sums in building quays at Shields and other 
places, but they ought not to prevent other parties laving 
out tiieir money on other parts of the river. This subject 
was one of the abuses comjilained of before the Corporation 
Commissioners. In the evidence of the Town-Clerk it was 
mentioned as one great complaint of the inhabitants of 
Gateshead, that the Corporation would not allow qjULjs 
there The only eflfect upon them (Newcastle) of making a 
quay for the general landing of goods would be to prevent 
a certain amount of goods being landed at Newcastle, which 
would have to pass through the town and pay toll thorough. 
The inhabitants of Gateshead would only have to consider 
whether it was better fbr them to pay the charge of the 
Brandling Company or to pay the Corporation their toll 
thorough. It would be an ungracious act on the part of that 
Council, having their own ouays for the benefit of the pub- 
lie, if they should prevent the puUic doing that which they 
were allowing in aU other parts. 

Mr. Preston said by adopting the report of the River 
Committee they would avoid many difficulties they would 
otherwise encounter — ^without at all detracting from the re- 
port of their engineer, he could not consent to set it before 
that of the eminent Mr. Rennie. 

Mr. Baroate had given this subject a great deal of con- 
sideration, and for a length of time he thought with the 
River Committee that the quay ought to be built upon Ren* 
nie's line, but after hearing more on the subject and the re. 
port of the engineer, he was of opinion that they ought to 
grant the reauest of the Brandling Junction Company, but 
tiiey should nave some restrictions respecting the shipping 
of coalSi It was their duty to affi)rd every facilitjr both to 
indiyidttals and public companies, but at the same time Uiey 



ought to maintain a free ingress and egress in the port 
He therefore agreed with Mr. Armstrong that there should 
be restrictions, that if HiUgate be set back they shall set 
back their quay to that line. 

Mr. Armstrong said that was provided for from the 
first 

The Town-Clerk stated there was a covenant in the li- 
cense that they shall do so when required ; if they neglect, 
the Corporation are to do it and recover the expenses. 

A member enquired of Mr. Armstrong whetner he in- 
tended, in addition to the berths for shipping coals, to have 
others for the shipping and landing of goods. 

Mr. Armstrong replied undoubtedly so. The quay 
would afibrd room for other two ships in length ; he con- 
fined the coals to one single end. 

Mr. Alderman Dunn wished to make a few observations, 
particularly upon one point to which allusion had been 
made by a preceding speaker. Before he did so, he must 
advert to a letter he in common, he belie\'ed,with every other 
member of the Council had received from Mr. William 
Brandling. He did so for two reasons — ^first because Mr. 
Brandling seemed to infer that no gentleman formerly con- 
nected with the Blaydon and Hebbum Railway Company 
could vote against the present proposition, and secondly be- 
cause he meant to rest his strongest argument against the grant 
upon an observation contained in that letter. He (Mr. D.) 
was a member of the Blaydon and Hebbum Railway Com- 
]Niny, but that company (ud not, when they made applica- 
tion to Parliament to allow their act — ^they did not m the 
plan lodged with the Clerk of the Peace show any new sites 
or propose any to be nuuie at the high water mark of the 
river Tjrne, but as Mr. Brandling had stated it, it was stated 
''it terminates at or upon the river Tyne ". As there was 
not shown in the plan any erection to be made, there was 
no necessity for the Corporation of that day, to use Mr. 
Brandling's words ** to protest against it," and there could 
be no inconsistency in their voting against it now. The other 
paragraphs wheie Mr. Brandling stated the most important 
point they had to decide, what their duties were as conser- 
vators of the Tyne — ^he proceeds to show what they are, by 
quoting from a plea put in many years ago — ^that vessels 
may come in and go out safe and without danger. Upon 
that point he (Mr. D.) meant to argue that they ought not 
to grant unrestrictedly the power of snipping coals at 
Hillgate; — they were to keep ^ a free and open passage, and 
not expose lo danger vessels coming in and going out. " He 
would appeal to any one whether they would not expose the 
river to considerable danger, by making that a shipping 
place for coals unlimited in quantity. If they made that a 
shipping place for coals, they would be shipped there to a 
consideraole extent He knew it was said this was not likely 
to be the case, but he would refer them to a repoit of Mr. 
Nicholas Wood, made to Mr. W. Brandling on tnis subject, 
in which he shows that it will be necessary to have a depth of 
water of 15 feet— that contemplated ships of a large burthen 
loading there; he said further that it would be necessary to 
have a depth of water for ships to go in and come out at 
all times of the tide, and that snips would do so eveiy tide — 
that contemplated extensive business. If they restricted 
them to load one ship at a time, and that no other should be 
there, there could be no objection to the accommodation. 
He (Mr. D.) had taken tlie opinion of a great number of 
persons — the harbour master, pailies belonging the Trinity 
House, ship-owners, ship-mantel's, and lightermen, and he 
met with but one opinion, that it would occasion great ob- 
struction and difficulty to the navigation, and be a cause of 
much damage. Even now during the summer, when the 
Baltic trade is in activity, the river is so throng that vessels 
with difficulty get up and down, and damage is very fre- 
quent If the traflic was to be so greatly increased, let 
tnem consider when it would take place— it would be a little 
before and a litUe after high water— the period when ships 
are drawn from the spouts, and others hauled to them, of 
all other times those when the river is most crowded : ves- 
sels would be hindered from getting up to the ** Fest, ' Rnd 
must of necessity remain below. He (Mr. D.^ thought with 
Mr. Armstrong, and as that gcntieman had formerly ex- 
pressed himself, that there ought not to be a shipping place 
there for coals at all ; but if it were allowed, it ought to be 
restricted $ the Corporation should keep in their own hand* 
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the power of removing that shipping place for coals if it 
were an obstruction to the river. In granting power to the 
Brandling Junction Company to erect the quays, they ou^ht 
to make it a condition that il^ at any time, the Corporation 
see fit to require that the pnvilege of shipping coals there 
be withdrawn, it shall be so. He moved tnat this be one of 
the conditions upon which leave be granted. 

Mr. B&ANDLINO said that was not necessary, for the 
Corporation coiQd remove any nuisance when they thought 
proper. 

Mr. Dunn said, undoubtedl]^ they conld, but the Corpora- 
tion would be put in the situation of having to prove it one ; 
he did not say it would be a nuisance, but it would be an 
impediment If it were so, they shoultL as they now had 
the power of granting, have the power of withdrawing that 
grant. 

Mr. Plummer asked the Town Clerk whether, with re- 
ference to the point Mr. Dunn had alluded to, it was not un- 
derstood in the River Committee, that the usual mode of 
drawing up permission for these staiths would be adopted in 
thepresent case as in all others i 

The Town Clerk said he did not remember its being 
precisely stated, but there was not any exception to the 
general rule, that it shall be used without detnment to the 
navigation of the Tyne. A late act of parliament gave the 
harbour-master very peremptory power of removing ships, 
without raising the question whether it is a nuisance or 
not 

Mr. Crawhall seconded Mr. Dunn's proposition, which 
he thought an improvement Much stress had been laid 
upon aohering to Mr. Rennie's line; they had forgotten 
that they had deviated considerably on the north side from 
that line. The projected line went further into the river on 
the north side than that recommended by Mr. Rennie. 

Mr. PniLiiiPSON said he would not give a vote for the 
Council reserving to themselves an arbitrary power ; if there 
was a nuisance, he had no objection to remove it, but if 
they reserved to themselves the powerof being judges, with- 
out saying whether it were a nuisance or no^ it would not 
be to the credit of the Council. 

Mr. Dunn denied that the Corporation would be judges 
—they would not withdraw permission unless th<»re was 
some complaint Mr. D. then mentioned two precedents 
they had for complying with his proposition — one. the case 
of Matthias Dunn, and the other a staith near Hall's ropeiy, 
in which the Corporation granted the leave sought to erect 
spouts, but only during pleasure. 

The Town Clerk said with respect to projections of a 
temporary nature, as staiths and spouts, the grant was dur- 
ing the pleasure of the Council ; it was supposed they would 
exercise a sound discretion, and not remove them without 
good reason. But this only applied to temporary erections 
of wood and not to quays. 

The Mayor said before they proceeded to divide upon 
the question, he could not avoid expressing his satisfaction 
that the delay had taken pkoe in the settiement of this 
question, that time had been aUowed for due consideration 
to enable them to come to a safe and sound judgment upon 
it He was ghid to find that the discussion had been con- 
ducted with perfect good temper and good sense. He should 
not perhuvs have said an3rthing upon the subject had he 
not attended a public meeting the other day^-wbich he con- 
sidered it his duly to attend— upon a veiyimportant subjec^t, 
to give facilities to the trade ol the port, and to encourage 
the shipment of coals. He alluded to a meeting which took 
place for the establishment of docks at Janx>w. He consi. 
oered that this establishment bore strongly upon the question 
before them J he thought it his duly, without any nai row 
^W8 of policy, to countenance any measure which would 
give ftciuties to trade and to the shipment of coals ; and it 
seemed from the spirit of enterprise bhown at the meeting, 
that the project is likely to be carried into effect This 
would secure the shipment of the greatest quantity of coals 
fiyni the western pai-t of the country at the other extremity 
of the river. It appeared to him that when they had the 
various raih-oads in operation, by which the sailing of keels 
down the river would be much presented, that the great 
hoiTor many gentlemen had of too much trade to the west 
part of the quay would be removed. Ships used to be laid 
with four or six keels hanging round them, to the incoave- 
™?^u ^^^^^ sailing past, but no objections were made, 
and why might not ships laym deep water adjoining a quay 
to load and unload their cargoes ; he could see no objection. 



It was for the benefit of the district that ever^ fiicility should 
be given for the loading and unloading of ships as near the 
woteni extrcmity as they conld have it He did not make 
any obseivation upon the original motion or the amend- 
ments—it appeai-ed genenUl}[ admitted that the report of 
the engineer i'ccided tiie ^u&stion that it would be for the 
advantage of the scouring of the river if a quay were 
eitH;ted on the south side, and he thought the recommenda- 
tion of the resident engineer was the best they could adopt 
He was surprised at the motion of Mr. Plummei*. He was 
surpilsed at hib fiiend's adhesion to nmintain a ceilain re- 
cess for the accumulation of silth, and the production of an 
eddy; he at first chose a line beyond the River Committee's, 
but now when the resident engineer said thenr could only 
have d<%p water if flush with Hillgate, hepuUcd a few feet 
forwai'd, and took his sumd upon the plan of ^e River 
Committee, detei mined to have aiece.^s whether small or 
great, and that the ouay should be useless, for ships could 
not approach it The question seemed to be perfecUy 
settled that a quay built in the situation applied for would 
not only secure deep water there, but remove a shoal in 
another part, and improve the security of the river. The 
only Question was as to the navigation of the river. It ap- 
pearea to him (the Mayor) that it any nuisance arose from 
this over-navigation, the corporal ion had the power, through 
the harbour master, of regulating it at any time they 
pleased. 

Mr. Pll'MMER rose to reply. He had not heard anything 
during the lengthened discussion which had taken place to 
induce bun to alter the view he had taken when he moved 
the adoption of the report of the River Committee. By 
following the line he proposed, there would be no injury to 
the Brandling Junction Company, but there would be a 
small advantage as to the space upon which ships were to 
move ; his rea^n for supporting it was that the door might 
not be shut to future improvements. They ought to look 
before them. They were now suffering in consequence of 
their forefathers not having considered that the trade of the 
port would increase; their quay was not sufficiently founded, 
and they had to build a part of ii over again in order to get 
depth of water. It was possible that before many years had 
passed over their heads, when they had the great increase of 
trade the Brandling Junction Railway is to bring to this 
very hpot, a gi*cater fair-way may be wanted in the river 
than tnei% was at present He did not consider the setting 
of Hillgate back so improbable a thing as some represented 
it It had been justly observed by Mr. Heniy Mitchell that 
this was an experiment ; he thought that as consei-vators of 
the river, they ought not to do any thing Uiat would hazard 
the free navigation at Newcastle. Several gentiemen had 
treated thia as a question between Gateshead and Newcastle. 
It was no such thing; if they had a fair- way for Newcastie, 
thei« was one for Gateshead also. In any opposition he 
had offered to this application, he had considered it with re- 
gard to the whole trade of the port, and with no view to the 
one side of the water or the other, or to the east end or the 
west end of the river. The Brandling Junction Railway 
quay would stand to all intents and purposes in the position 
of a private quay, and must be treated as such. Mr. Johnson 
bad said this ought to be granted with a good sraoe ; he 
(Mr. P.) hoped no one would consider that in the discussion 
upon the queslion he had shown any ill spirit at all; he 
had no feelins^ except the perfo^nance of a public duty, and 
he should endeavour to dischar^ that faithfully and fear- 
lessly. He wished most decidedly that the Brandling 
Junction Company might get all that would be of use to 
them without hindering the fi^ee navigation of the river. 
He opposed this application Jipon the merits of the question 
itselfCand upon that alone. Tne report of Mr. Anderson in 
his view enUrely supported Mr. Rennie's line, for it merely 
said that because there are certain things now in existence 
which are un&vourable, it was better they should do other 
unfi&vourable things ; but if Mr. Rennie's line was after- 
wards canied out you must undo these unfavourable 
things, and W back upon BCr. Rennie's line. His (Mr. P.'s) 
view of the sul^ect was that they should not undo these 
un&vourable things at all, but endeavour to do the &vour. 
able ones pomted out by Mr. Rennie. Mr. P. then alluded 
U> the remark of Mr. Brandlinflr that they might have at 
some future time to pull down the bridge ; he co^fes^cd, on 
considering this question, he had not carried his views so 
far as that, but ne contended that if ever such an event 
should happen^ that fact waa a strong argument against this 
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application. Mr. Losh had alluded to what took place be- 
fore the Corporation Commissioners ; he read the proceed- 
ings there differently; Mr. Ellison's ()uay was alluded to, 
which was above and not below the bndge. Mr. Swinburne 
had complained that they had a veiy valuable shore which 
might be applied to a public quay, and that no license had 
been grantea them : the answer oi the To'wn Clerk was that 
no application had been made. [Mr. Losh— The applica- 
tion IS made now in this Council. j Yes, and those paities 
who blocked up so much by building warehouses say it will 
be an improvement to block up more, and put down spouts. 
He should like to know how they could make a pulilic qua^ 
where the Stanhope Railway is. The putting btaithb in this 
place would ruin the trade of Gateshead as much as the 
warehouses were ruining the places upon which they were 
built 

Mr. Johnson begged to set Mr. Plommer right upon 
that— the ouay would be at a certain elevation and the 
Brandling Company would make a depot for goods. 

Mr. Plvmhbr dlenied this would be a public quay — it 
would be a private one. He thought Mr. Dunn hsul taken 
a very wise view of the case--the inconvenience occasioned 
by the shipment of coals would not be by those vessels laid 
at the quay, but the hindrance would be caused by those 
watting to be hauled to and from Gateshead. With thei>e 
views he should persevere in moving the adoption of the 
report of the River Committee. 

Mr. W. A. MrrcHELL asked the Town Clerk whether, in 
the event of these licences being granted, the Corporation 
would have the opportunity at any future time, on the re- 
presentation of the Harbour Master and the Engineer, of 
modifying this plan, so as to do away with the inconvenience. 

The Town Clerk— The Harbour Master has the power 
of directing where all ships shall lie, and there is no appeal 
against his decision. 

A member inquired if Mr. Armstrong intended to adopt 
the proposition of Mr. Dunnf Mr. Armstrong replied that 
he had no objection to do so. 

The amendment moved by Mr. Annstix>ng was then 
amended as follows— the other amendments having fallen 
to the ground :— ** That a license be granted to the Brandling 
Junction Railway Company, in the terms of the report of 
Mr. Anderson^ but with the stipulation that the shipment of 
coals be restncted to two ships in length at the ea&t end of 
the quay, and that one ship in breadth, and no more, be 
allowed to lay at the quay; and that the company be fur- 
ther restricted by being bound to relinquish the shipment 
of coal if requir(^ to do so by the Council.** 

Mr. Philipson said that if the latter part was not going 
beyond the usual custom he had no objection to it, but if it 
was adopted for the first time, he had strong objections. 

Mr. Dunn admitted that it was going beyond the usual 
custom, but the occasion was an extraordinaxr one; there 
never before was an application to ship coals within the 
haven of Newcastle, ana they should be most cautious. 

The Mayor said the Council would not act in this or any 
other matter without sound discretion — thev would not act 
without having the fiicts before them, and ne did not there- 
fore see any objection to the addition proposed by Mr. Dunn. 

It was movea that the names of tnose voting should be 
taken down. 

Mr. Potter said he should vote for a quay, but he could 
not vote for staiths — ^unless the amendment were divided 
into two, he must vote against it 

The votes were then taken, when there appeared for the 
amendment proposed by Mr. Armstrong to grant license: — 

The Mayor; Aldermen I>oiikin, Losh, ¥Ue, Bauon, Dunn, Lamb, 
and Hodgiion; and Meun. Philipson, Johnaon, C. Itayne, Brand- 
ling, Kobinson, Pluas, Charnley, A. Nichol, Armstrong, Ayton, 
Beed, J, Nicfaol, Crawhall, Bargate, Archbold, Kecnlyside.T. Dunn. 
Mountain, Kichardson, Finlay, Borrell, Bidley, Shield, Silliek, H. 
HitoheU, S. Lowrey. and J. Carr. 

For the original motion : — 

Aldermen Potter and Soedding; Messn. Preston, Story, J. T. 
Carr. Flummer, and W. Mitchell. 

The amendment was conseciuently carried by a minority 
of SB, there being 35 lor it and 7 against it. 



Gateshead Hovse and Trinity Chapel.— * 
Many of our Gateshead i^eaders will i-ecollect the ruins of 
a mansion, with lai^ bay windows, divided by stone mul- 
lions and transoms, situate immediately^ behind or at the 
east end of the Trinity Chapel, and bearing on its substan- 
tial masonry, the evident marks of fire. In old Mr. Joyce's 
time, its site and history were gcnci*ally shewn and explained 
to the numerous visitors to his Nursery Grounds. This 
was »* Gate-bead House," the ancient scat of the Ridddls 
and the Cla\ eiings,— tlie predecessors of the present highly 
respct ted proprieU)is of Cliecsebum Grange and Callaly. 
The mar's of fire were the evidences of an act of inc'endiar- 
ism committed by the populate on thet)ccasion of the Duke 
of Ciimbei land's enUy into Gateshead, on his way north- 
waid at the time of the rebellion of '45. Tomorrow is the 
annivcrsmy of the imfoilunate event, it having taken place 
on tlie 28ai Januarv, 1746. Hi» Royal Highness being ex- 
pected to arrive in Gateshead on that day, the greatest excite- 
ment piievailed in the neighbouihood, the population being 
quite dcIiKhled with the prospect of beholding the royal 
wan-ior. Some delay took place in his journey from London 
to Duiham, at which latter phice, a horse was presented 
to the Duke by George Bowes, Esq. the member for the 
county, upon which he rode into Ciateslicad, arriving there at 
one o'clock on the Morning of the 28th. In proceeding down 
the High Street, it appears that the populace, anxious to 
see him. had attempteti to climb u^on the garden wall, when 
the gardener, who had been left in charge of the house and 
git)unds, in the absence of the family, in order to protect his 
master Mr. Cla\ ding's property, let loose some dogs upon 
the mob, by which several keelmen were bitten. "The people 
now exasperated, sought tlie gardener in all directions, who 
however, esca])ea tliem, and, by doing so, probably saved his 
life. Being deprived of their \ ictim, they set the mansion 
on fire. Every means were adopted to discover the incendi- 
aries, the corpoi-ation of Newcastle offering £fiO reward for 
their di^^oveiy, but all was fuitlcss. The house was never 
tenanted afterwaids. Besides the conflagration we much 
fear tlmt to the history of Gateshead House is attached a 
still more tragic page, lor, during the sanguinary persecutions 
of the catholics under Elizabeth, it is repoited that the Rev. 
John Ingram who had officiated as Chaplain in the house, 
was tried and found guilty of the high treason^ of having 
exerci-cd his sacred functions, as a catholic priest, within 
tlie iTjalm of England, and the bloody sentence of ** hanged, 
drawn and quai-tered" canned into execution on the 25th 
.Tulr 1594, in front of the house and chapel of the Riddells 
in Gateshead, in which he had celebrated the mass ! ! The 
House, as well as the Trinity Chanel, suffered, in common 
with the surrounding neighbourhood from the ravages 
of the Scots army under the Eai-1 of Leven, during the 
seige of Newcastle in 1644. It is more than probable that 
it was at this period that the chapel was rendered unavailable 
for religious purposes — for it does not appear from either 
record or tradiUon that the fhe of 1746 at all affected it 
The origin and subsequent history of the chapel, now so 
beautifully re>tored, will foim matter for notice in a ftiture 
niunber of our paper j but we cannot refrain from^ express- 
ing our high opimon of the muniflccmrc of Mr. Ellison, who 
not only gave the site and remains of the chapel, and one 
bundled guineas towards its restoration, but also the plot of 
ground upon which the Ellison School now stands, neither 
would it be justice to the talents of Mr. Dobson, Mr. Wafles, 
or Mr. Lowe to omit mention of the very able and satisfac- 
tory manner in which they have executed their several por- 
tions of the work of restoration. This interesting spot form- 
eily belonged to the Nuns of St Bartholomew, in Newcastle 
It became the property of the Riddells afler the dissolution 
of the monasteries, aiid was sold by that family to he Cla- 
verings of Callaly, of whom it was purehascd by the late 
Mr. Barras, who sold it to Mr. Henry Ellison, father of the 
pre«ent Mr. CUison of Hebbum. 

We have been requested to mention as an inci^ 
dent highly creditable to the paupers of this parish, that a 
sum of oetween three, and foui' hundred pounds was body 
sent by the hands of one of them to a bank in Newcastle^ 
thus shewing the estimation in which the hones^ of this 
class is held by their superiors in wealth, and the propriety 
of conduct by which such a cUracter has been acquired. 
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Parish Meeting. — On Monday, a Meeting^ of 
the rated Inhabitants of the Parish of Gateshead, sras held 
in the Vestry of St Mary's Church, to receive the Rgwrt of 
the committee respecting the application of Mr. John Bourne, 
for leave to carry a Railway across the road, leading from 
the Half-moon-lane to the Windmill-hills, and decide there- 
on. Mr. Alderman Hvmers was called to the Chair. Mr. 
James Charlton read the report which was agreed upon at 
a committee meeting held on the 23d Jan. at ^-hich were pre- 
sent the coounittee of the Parish^ and Mr. Alderman Wilson, 
Mr. Councillor Fairbaim. Mr. Councillor Joseph Price, the 
Railway Committee of tne Borough Council. The Town 
Clerk reported to that Committee *nbat he had called upon 
Mr. John Bourne, who had informed him that the projected 
act of parliament was not solicited by the Brandling Junc- 
tion Railway Company ; tliat it is not intended to make 
another line of Railway across Oakwellgate, or High Street; 
that if it can be avoided there will not be another line across 
the Half-moon-lane ; but if it is found that the radius of 
the curve from the intended Bridge across the Tyne to the 
Brandling Junction Railway is too short to enable them to 
make the Junction in Greene's Field, they will have to go 
further east for the purpose of increasing that radius, but at 
any rate not further m that direction than West Street ; and 
that as a precautionaiy measure they had asked the consent 
of the suneyors of the Highways to cross the Half-moon- 
lane. The committee resolved that it was not expedient to 
assent to the proposed undertaking; the opinion oTthe gen- 
tlemen composing the Railway Committee, being given as 
individual membes,and not so as to compromise tne Council, 
from whom they have no instructions on the subject" The re- 

Jort having been read, Mr. William Hedley moved and Mr. 
oshua Watson seconded that it be received, which was 
carried unanimously. It was after some discussion moved 
by Mr. William Noble and seconded by Mr. William Hed- 
ley, *^ That this Meeting is of opinion that crossing the hi^h 
road leading to the Wind-niin-hills,on the surfiEUx>,by Rail- 
road, as now applied for by Mr. Bourne, would be an ex- 
tremely dangerous nuisance, and that the sur\'eyors of the, 
high -ways be requested to dissent from the ajiplication now 
made to them for that purpose. ''A resolution had been 
moved prior, similar to tlie above excepting that the words, 
"^ as now applied for bv Mr. Bourne " were left out. It was 
contended by Mr. Noble, that the etfect of this would be to 
make them dissent from all applications to cross the road 
on the surface ; they might have a future application, offer- 
ing a fair compensation, and also giving them another road 
to the Wind-mill-hills instead of the one proposed to be 
crossed— they should not therefore, by adopting the spirit of 
the resolution, tie up the hands of their 8ur\'eyors or of the 
parish, but that by rendering it specific and applicable to the 

Present case alone, not preclude other proposals being made. 
n this Mr. Hedley, Mr, Haggie, Mr. Kell, and others con- 
curred, and Mr. Noble's resolution was carried with only 
three dissentients. Mr. Hedley suggested whether it would 
not be advisable to correspond with Mr. Rippon, the mem- 
ber for the Borough on the subject, but it was thought advis- 
able not to do so until a bill on the subject should be brought 
into Parliament After a vote of thanks to the Chairman, 
the meeting separated. 

The Mechanics' Institute of this Borough have 
deputed Mr Thomas Swinburne to represent them in the 
Local Committee of the British Association, for the ad%'ance- 
ment of Science, appointed to make arrangements for the 
Ensuing Meeting or that Body in Newcastle. 

A beautiful specimen of the golden or variegated 
butterBy was taken in a loft a few mghts ago, by Mr. C. F. 
Springmann, of this town. What renders the existence of 
iJiis insect the more remarkable is the fact that for two sue 
oessive nights previous to its capture, the loft was exposed 
to the intensity of the late frosts^ ana a vessel which stood 
a few yards fh>m the spot where it was found, and contained 
a bout five inches of water, was frozen to the bottom. On 
being placed on a table in a warm room it exhibited consi- 
derable liveliness, expanding and closing its wings, similarly 
to which the same insect is seen to do during toe summer 



TO THE RATE PAYERS OF GATESHEAD. 



THE Overseers could only hoodwink you for a 
while. The truth was to be told at last You were 
assured that the tenpenny Rate was laid on for a parU' pur- 
pose — and that a sevenpenny rate was more than sumcient 
Read the document below — a copy of the Overseers' Accounts, 
for the quarter ending 25th December, 1837. If a particle 
of shame attaches to these parochial money gatherers, tbev 
will apologise to you all — but particularlV to Mr. Joseph 
Hawks, — ifbr having attempted to make such fools of you. 
Churchwardens and Overseers of Gateshead, 
Da. > Ca. 



1837. £. s. d. : 

Dec. 25 To balance of 

lastAcconnt 193 11 4| 
To Rate this 

Quarter 129G 10 5^ 
— - To Sundries 32 



£U52 10 10 



1837. £. ». 

Dec. 27 By Paid the 

Union - - 815 
By — Borourii 

Rate . . 160 U 
By— Inddent- 

ala ... 48 16 
By Balance due 
fit>mOveraeeTB428 14 



^£1452 10 10 



Thus there is a balance remaining of £428 14s. 5d. eoual to 
3| pence in the pound— which deducted from tenpence leaves 
6} pence as the necessary rate for the quarter. 

The Borough Rate paid during the last quarter being less 
than the balance of the Overseers' previous account, proves, 
at once, the falsehood of the statement on the Rate Books, 
that fourpence of the tenpenny Rate was required to meet 
the demands of the Council. 

Rate.Payers ! — ^you wiU know better how to understand 
these Gentlemen's allusions to a Co&po&ition another 
time ! — Youths, 

Gateshead, Feb. 1, 1838. A RATE PAYER 

Illumination of Gateshead Church Clock. 
—We have frequently, of late, heard a desire expressed that 
the north face of this clock should be illuminated, for the 
convenience not only of the steam and other vessels navi - 
gating the Tyne, but of the numerous persons frequenting 
the Quayside; We are quite sure a httle exertion would 
soon raise a sufficient sum for the purpose. Why do not 
the steam boat proprietors subscribe a few shillings weekly 
as a nucleus for puolic liberality, which would soon follow 
so creditable an examnle. 

Increase of Trade in the Port of New- 
castle. — Our readers will reioice to learn that the trade of 
this port has increased gradually and considerably during 
the last thirteen years — ^thus proving the falsehood of those 
prophecies with which Mr. Boatswain Richmond and his 
anti-free.trade allies amused the public. The facts stated 
below were communicated by the Collector of Customs to 
the Chamber of Commerce of Newcastle, at its late An- 
nual Meeting: — 



Post ov Newcastle. 



t 



1824. 



T 



In. 1837. 


iNCaRASX. 


ir413.r<JH 


je248/>59 


2618 


266 


725 


1724 


2903 


H20 


15,;K)1 


^ 43M 


171,721 


121,r)27 


84,-,,49.5 


li>T,H1^2 


1110 


271 


219.543 


37,737 


9786 


664 



Amonnt of Dutiea paid j ^^165,079 ! 

Cargoes inwards | 352! 

outwards j 1001 ; 

Coasters inwards { 2343 \ 

outwards { 10,937; 

Coals exported, CAaUron« < 60,104; 

sliipped coastwise, do \ 687,603 ; 

Vessels registered \ 848 

Tonnage of do \ 181,804 

Men employed in do j 9122 ; 

Charities. — Lord and Lady Ravensworth have 
each given five pounds for the benefit of the poor of Gates- 
head; a part of these donations has been gi\cn to the soup 
kitchen. The latter charity has also recei\ ed £5 from the 
Trinity House, Newcastle, £1 from the Rev. R. H. Wil- 
liamson, £1 fit)m George Dunn, Esq., Saltwell Hall, and 
£1 from Miss Caley. The liberal sums of £200 to the 
Newcastle Infirmary, £S0 to the SouUi Shields Dispensary, 
and £40 to the poor of Monkton, have been bequeathed by 
the late £. A. Mi^or, Esq., of the latter place. Miss John- 
son has subscribed five shillings to the Gateshead Soop 
Kitchen. 
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GATESHEAD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 



Wednesday, February 7th. 



The Council of this Borough held their second (quarterly 
meeting at noon this day. The Mayor in the Chair. The 
following members were absent: — Alderman Hawks ; Coun- 
cillors Attwood, W. H. Brockett, J. B. Johnson, and Robt. 
Robson. 

The Town Clerk, after reading the minutes of the last 
ordinary and the special meetings, reported that the memo- 
rial to the justices of the Durham ouarter sessions, for an 
extension of the Newcastle Sheriff's Courts and the Court of 
Conscience to Gateshead, was presented at the last Sessions, 
when after enquiries by some members of the bench whether 
the courts, if so extended, would interfere with any local 
courts of Gateshead, it was agreed to join in the petition to 
the Crown. The Town Clerk thereupon transmitted the pe- 
tition of the Council to her Majef^y, requesting that the 
memorial might be concurred in. He had received a letter 
from Mr. S. M. PhillipS| the under Secretaij of state, dated 
January 6, acknowleaging the receipt of it by Lord John 
Russell, and stating that tne petition with a copy of his let- 
ter had been forwarded to the Lord President of the council. 

A report was read from the committee appointed to ascer- 
tain the right of the public to free access to the water pond 
on Gateshead FeU. it stated that the committee had exam- 
ined many old persons, whose evidence established a com- 
plete right to the water, by having free access to it at all 
times and for all purposes until it was enclosed by the pre- 
sent Newcastle Water Company. This was laid before the 
Company, with an observation, that the committee consider- 
ed the right of the public to the free and uninterrupted use 
of the water to be niUy ascertained. In reply, a resolution 
had been received to the effect that the secretary informed the 
Town Council of Gateshead, that the company had received 
pecuniary acknowledgment for taking water from Carr's 
Hill reservoir — but that they would erect a convenient trough 
at the south-east end for cattle to water there. The com- 
mittee thereupon resolved that a trough would not afford that 
accommodation to which they were of opinion the public 
were entitled, but that there snould be a commodious recess 
or recesses for watering places. 

The Matob said he was of opinion that the council and 
the public were much indebted to the committee for the 
trouole they had taken. 

Mr. Price thought they should not be confined to two 
or three watering maoes. He would recommend that the 
committee survey Uie place and fix upon those situations 
the best for watering upon the spot 

Mr. Hall said that formerly there were only two water- 
ing places— one at the north-west comer, and another at the 
soutn-east. 

Mr. Wilson did not consider it reasonable to demand 
any more then had been established by the evidenie they 
luM before them. 

Mr. Cummins moved that the report be received and 
adopted, and that it be an instruction to the committee to 
watch over the proceedings of the Newcastle Water Com- 
pany. 

Mr. Barras seconded the motion, which was carried. 

The Town Clerk having read the draft of a petition he 
had prepared, in conformity with a vote of the last meeting 
in favour of a plan of National Education -, 

It was moved by Mr. Wilson, seconded by Mr. Fair- 
BAIRN— That the petition be adopted, sealed with the bo- 
rough seal, and signed by the Mayor; that it be forwarded 
to Mr. Rippon for presentation to the House of Commons, 
that the members tor North Durham have a copy sent to 
each of them, with a request that they will support its 
prayer, that the Duke of Oleveland present the peUtion to 
the Lords, that Lord Brougham be requested to support its 
prayer in that house, and that Lord John Russell be soli- 
cited to present the one to her Majestjr. Carried. 

Before this resolution had the addition that the mcmliers 
for the Northern Division be requested to support the peti- 
tion, 

Mr. Price suggested that it should be done. 



Mr. Cummins (with the apparent desire that it should 

be sent to one of those members) said he did not know that 

Mr. Rippon was in London. 

Two or three members observed that he had been in the 

House of Commons, and taken the oaths. 

Mr. Cummins— I have heard he was not to be found, at 
any rate. 
[It may be satisfiustory to Mr. Cummins to know that 

Mr. Rippon has been found at his post, and that his name 
appears m the division of Monday night— Ed. 6. O.l 

The Town Clerk read the draft ot a petition, praying 
that municipal privileges be granted to all persons not other- 
wise disqualified than by their religious opinions ; 

Mr. Revbly moved, and Mr. Price seconded, that it be 
adopted, that Mr. Rippon present it to the Commons, and 
the Ouke of Clevehind to tne Lords. Carried. 

The Town Clerk said the next notice upon the paper 
was a motion of Mr. Alderman Abbot's. 

Mr. Abbot said — Mr. Mayor, if you are prepared, I shall 
enter into, acot'ording to the notice ; I beg to bring a charge 
against Mr. William* Rowntree being disqualified, under 
the fi2d section of the Municiiial Reform act I have re 
ceived several statements, and will read one, which will not 
be disputed by Mr. Rowntree himseit Mr. A. then read a 
letter, which stated that the writer was a creditor of Mr. 
Rowntree's for upwards of £600 ; he proposed to compound 
at 5s. in the pound, payable at three, six, and nine months ; it 
was known that a flat in bankruptcy was issued against 
him, but it was not worked, as it was thought best to accept 
the ofier as the least of two evils. A deed was prepared by 
Mr. W. Stoker, which the writer siped, and Mr. Rowntree 
was exonerated from all ftirther claim, aiter the payment of 
the aforesaid composition. 

Mr. Rowntree— Name, name. 

Mr. Abbot— That is horn Mr. Ajrton. I can read more, 
if you wish ior any more. If 1 am misled, it is the creditors 
who have misled me. 1 will not read any more, unless it is 
wished by Mr. Rowntree. 

Mr. Rowntree— I have nothing to say regarding them 
at present 

Mr. Abbot— If Mr. Rowntree says it is not correct, I will 
read others. 

Mr. Rowntree— Then I say it is untrue. 

Mr. Abbot then read another letter, which stated that it 
was a matter of notoriety that William Rowntree had com- 
pounded with his creditors sometime in March last ; " wc 
signed an agreement to accept 6s. in the pound." 

Mr. Rowntree — The name. 

Mr. Abbot — I won't give you all the names. 

Mr. Rowntree protested against any letters being read 
there, if the names of the parties were not given. 

Mr. Abbot— There shall be no secret — you shall have 
them all ; that is Lambton & Co., bankers. Another letter 
was then read from Mr. Lawrence Hewitson, stating that he 
was a creditor,^ and signed a document accepting a compo- 
sition of 66. in the pound. Another gentleman had sent 
him a lot of bills, which he said would speak for themselves. 

Mr. Price— Name. name. 

Mr. Abbot— Mr. Hall. 

Mr. Fairbairn— Mr. Rowntree admitted his embarrass- 
ments at the last meeting. 

Mr. Ro-wntree — Let Mr. Abbot make his statement 

Mr.ABBOT— I have nothing further to say on the sub- 
ject — this information has been handed to me, and if I am 
misled it is not my fault That is all I have here to present 
—the ground I go upon is these letters. 

The Town Clerk— You have not made a motion yet 

Mr. Abbot — All the motion I made was, that I promised 
to bring this as a charge that Mr. Rowntree nad com- 
pounded with his creditors — I can say nothing further. As 
to my opinion of the act, I am of opinion that Mr. Rowntree 
comes within the meaning of it 

Mr. WiLSONd— There appears to have been a deed by 
this (Ayton's) letter. 

Mr. Abbot. — They all say there is a deed— Mr. Rowntree 
or his solicitor will doubtless have possession of it 

Mr. Rowntree— I stated that letter was untrue. Before 
I go any further I will simply state that Isaac Ayton's letter 
is untrue— Mr. Stoker never prepared any deed wjiate\'er,nor 
did any creditor of mine ever sign any. 



Digitized by 



Google 



34 



Mr. Abbot.— Well, Sir, I only have these letters. You ' 
know, Mr. Rowntree, I cannot say that 1 saw a deed or an?- 
thing else—I have these letters fiom creditors who might be 
expected to be well informed— they would not give me any 
false accouof. If Mr. Stoker did not make out the deed him- 
self he might present it for signature and get Mr. Ayton's 
signature. 

Mr. RowKTREE.— I do not think I am called upon to re- 
ply until there is a motion before the board—at present there 
is not one. 

Mr. Abbot.— What is this agreement Lambton &. Co 
say they signed f 

Mr. RowNTBEE.— I shall not answer the question— I am 
not here to be examined by you. If you follow up your ob- 
servations by any motion, i will then speak to the subject. 
I do not come here to be examined or cross examined by you 
or by any individual I sit here as a member of the Coun- 
cil of this Borough, having the same rights and privileges 
as yourself. 

Mr. Abbot.— I consider that if these letters are correct 
Mr. Rownti^ee is disoualified aocoi'ding to the act. 

Town-Clbbk.— 1 think that before the matter can come 
regularly before the Council, Mr. Alderman Abbot should 
follow up his observations by a motion declaring that as 
Councillor William Rownti^ee has become disqualified, he 
shall cease to hold the office of Councillor, in consequence 
of having come within the fiSnd. section of the Municipal 
Corporation Act, and that the Council shall thereupon 
forthwith declare the office to be void, and si^ify the same 
in writing under the hands of three Councillors, counter- 
signed by the Town-Clerk, which notice shall be affixed in 
some conspicuous part of the borough. 

Mr. Abbot.— I was not aware or that 

The Town-Clekk. at the sug^tion of Mr. Wilson, read 
the fi9d. clause, and then asked if Mr. Abbot would allow 
such a motion to be entered f 

Mr. Abbot.— Certainly) and Mr. Town-Clerk if you can 
point out anything in which I am in error 1 shall be very 
glad. 

Mr. Fairbairn.— Perhaps the Town-Clerk might say 
whether these documents are sufficient 

Mr. SowBRBY said this was a most unfortunate busi- 
ness.— Mr. Rowntree had said he had not come under the 
act; they could not decide it there. He hoped Mr. Abbot 
would not press his motion, for it could do no Rood. 

Mr. Price.— I conceive tnis is a public benefit and not 
an individual case. If people is to settle accounts in that 
way what protection is there for an honest man in this 
country — tnere is no proteetion for us. Do you suppose 
for one moment that Mr. Rowntree would settle witn his 
creditors, without holding a document from each of them t 
It would be signed by the parties. 

Mr. Fatrbairn said he knew one person who signed a 
document accepting 58. in the pound, and it was drawn 
by Mr. Rowntree; It was an unpleasant thing, but if he 
(Mr. F.) was so situated he woula be bound by the spirit 
of the Act of Parliament 

Mr. Barras thought this was a question upon which 
the Town-Clerk should give an opinion. 

The Town -Clerk r^ the motion made by Mr. Abbot, 
and said to make it complete the cause of disqualifica- 
tion must be stated— this must be by becoming bankrupt or 
insolvent, or compounding by deed with his creditors. 
There was no proof of an act of bankruptcy or insolvency. 
With respect to compounding with his creoitors the three 
letters styled the matter difirarently, one saying it was by 
''deed,'* the second by an ^ agreement," and the third by a 
"document" Unless the composition was b^deed, and 
siened by Mr Rowntree as well as his creditors, it would not 
brmg him within the operation of the AM. clause. He call- 
ed attention to the position the Council might be in if they 
came to such a resolution as that proposed by Mr. Abbot 
and could not support it Immediately after ue office was 
declared void it would become the du^ of the Alderman of 
the ward in which Mr. Rowntree was a Councillor, to 
hold an election for a Councillor to supply thevacancv. 
The validity of the election of such Councillor would oe 
littMe to be questioned, and it might be done by quo 
wmrrmnto against that person to know by what au- 
thority he held the office, and if it were not void 



he would have no authority — or the CounciUor displac- 
ed could Apply for a moiukamu to compel them to let 
him take his seat He thought that before the Council came 
to a resolution it would be the safer course to have more de- 
finite evidence as to whether the composition was by deed as 
required by the Act. 

Mr. Abbot said it was far from his wish to go on with 
the matter if it was not according to the Act 

Mi*. Price thought the best course would be to call Mr. 
Ayton before them and examine him on oath ! ! 

Mr. Wilson. — We have no power to examine on oath. 

Mr. Fairbairn said there was evidence to show that the 
spirit of the Act had been broken even though the letter of it 
had not 

Mr. Wilson said unless Mr. Abbot could prove that the 
settlement was made by deed the matter must fiill to the 
ground. 

Mr. Abbot said if the case was not strong enough he 
would withdraw it 

Mj-. Fairbairn thought Mr. Abbot was quite exonerated 
from bUme in bringing the matter forward, for Mr. Rowntree 
had admitted that he was in difficulties. 

Mr. W. Htmers wished tc know whether any docu- 
meut (not a deed) had been prepared by Mr. Stoker and 
signed by Mr. Ayton. 

Mr. Fairbairn said he (Mr. F.) had just stated that the 
document was prepared by Mr. Rowntree himselC 

Mr. Rowntree said, independent of the painful feelings 
which a sulyject of this Kind must occasion me, I do veiy 
deeply regi^ that the time of the Council, instead of being 
devoted to the promotion of the interests of the public and 
the discussion of those questions connected with the public 
welfiBire, should be exhausted in party, personal, and invidi- 
ous attacks. I thought it m jr duty, previous to the last meeting 
of the Council to put certain questions to Mr. Abbot With 
that courtesy which I trust ever actuates my proceedings, I 
sent him a notice that I felt it my duty to do so, four days 
before the Council met The resultof thatact of cou rtesy was a 
written notice that he woulddisputemy rightto sitin this Coun - 
cil,awritten noticewhich would neverhave made itsappeaiance 
if it had not been for that act of courtesy. I now beg leave 
to inform Mr. Abbot that if he thought that in doing so I 
was actuated by any personal feeling towards himself, he 
was most grievously mistaken. I trust I am incapable — 
though I know I advocate with warmth those principles and 
doctrines I believe conducive to the public welfare — of at- 
tacking any opponent inviduously or personally, in conse- 
quence of diflerence of opinion with me upon general or 
public subject*. I shall now dismiss that part of the ques- 
tion. With regard to the oosition in which I am placed by 
the charges made here this day, I am sure that every 
member of this Council will know that this must be of 
an extremely painful nature, almost an agonising one, to 
me. I think this is a part of the system long pursued 
out of the Council of making me the butt of every attack. 
Whether in private parties or in the public prints, nothing 
has been too bad. base, or infamous to be attributed to me. 
I should wish to know what act of mine has justified this 
conduct ; but I did not think that the individuals so acting 
would have found a mouth-piece in an alderman of this 
Council, who would lend himself to such dirty and disgrace- 
ful proceedings. When an individual, placed in the post- 
tion such as I am placed in this day, can honestKr and 
faithfully declare, as I can now, that if the debts owing to 
me were paid, I could not only pay every debt of mine, in 
equi^ and law, but that I shoula have a surplus of £7/XX>. 
or £Bfi(XK in my pocket ; when that is the case, it must be 
clearlyseen that there is very little ground indeed to attack 
me. Then again with regard to the deed— none whatever 
was prepared by Mr. Stoker, and I may say, in answer to 
Mr. W. Hvmers, that no document of any description was 
prepared By Mr. Stoker. I wish honourable gentlemen 
would rbcoUect, in invidiously attacking certain individuals, 
the suffering thej cause to those connected with them, such 
as no feeling and delicate mind would wish to inflict I have 
been niilty of fiiults, and I will tell Mr. Abbot what they 
are ; I am sure no individual will accuse him of them ; th^ 
have been the devoting too much of my time to the promo- 
tion of the public interest and welfare ; and if Mr. Abbot 
thinks I ought not to be upon the Council, it is dear that a 
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great majority of the membors consider diflferentlT, for I am 
upon seven standing committees, whilst Mr. Abbot is only 
upon one — the wateh committee : and how many times has 
he attended, for I think the pubhc ought to know how he 
works for them. I attend committees closely and assidu- 
ously, and endeavour to do my duty: I have attendee! the 
watch committee 35 times, whilst he nas 



has attended it 17 ; I 
have attended Council meetings double the number of times 
he has done. In what way I have given ofience to certain 
narties, so as to be invariably made a butt, I cannot imagine. 
In private life I wish to pursue an inoffensive course ; in 
public life I think I show courtesy : and in filling all the 
offices I have done in the town, I believe I have almost in- 
variably given satisfaction to the rate-payers and the pub- 
lie. Why I should be abused^ vilified, and things charged 
to me of which I never was guiltjr. I cannot ima^ne for one 
moment. If iny gentleman will, at anv time, show me 
that I commit a iault or an error, I shall be happy to ac. 
knowledge it, and reti*aoe my steps ; but I trust ihat in fii- 
ture I shall have credit given me tor sincerity, and for domg 
what I believe to be right I can assure you, Mr. Mayor 
and gentlemen of the Council, that if I felt disqualified from 
coming into the Council—that if, in law, I had not a right 
here, I would resign my seat It is not with me a mere ob- 
jeet of personal ambition: it costs me much time and trou- 
ble. I candidly acknowleage that I wish every member of the 
Council would endeavour to discharge his duties as faith- 
fully and industriously as I have, and then perhaps my 
burthens would be a little lightened. After making these 
remarks, to show that I do not come within the spirit of the 
act, and that I have done no such thing as that charged, I 
leave my case in your hands, but I was bound, in justice to 
myself, to say what I have done. 

Mr. Abbot's motion was then withdrawn. 

Mr. SowE&BT said that, as what had Just taken place 
was of a private nature, and only concerned that meeting, 
he would move that the Reporters be requested not to in- 
sert that part of the proceedings of the day. 

[On hearing this, the Reporter for the Netoeattle JoumaL 
who ai)peared that day for the first time in the Gateshead 
Council room, snatched up his hat in a hurry, and made a 
hop. skip, and a jump to the door. Before Mr. Sowerby could 
sit down, presto, the Journal cad was olf and out of haiL On 
observing the exit, the Council thought it unnecessary to 
entertain the motion, judging that by the report being pub- 
lished in the respectable prints, the antidote would be best 
administered to the bancj 

THE BOROUOH PBOPERTY. 

The Town Clerk said that at the meeting of the Coun- 
cil, hdd on December 20, it was carried ^ That the Town 
Clerk be instructed to lay the papers connected with the bo. 
rouffh question, and which were Udd before a public meetmg 
of the FBLte-payers, before one of the counsel employed by the 
Corfioration on the question of mancUmius, and that his 
opinion be taken as to which is the most proper, and likely 
to be the most efficacious, mode of recovering the control of 
the borough property." Mr. W. Hymers gave notice of his 
intention to move that that resolution be i^scinded ; he (the 
Town Clerk) did not feel justified in refi-aining to ooey 
the Council, and therefore sent all the papers in London to 
his agent, who laid them before Mr. Wightman. The fol> 
lowing was Mr. Wightman's opinion thereon . — 

[opinion. J 
" Upon aa tttentive oonaider«tion of the whole owe, I tin inoUned 
to think that the moat avaalable remedy for the Corporition is in 
Bqoitf, by bill fiv a diecovery, and for iwtnJmnfftheofBoerior the 
old boimigh, fton Aarther interiniiig with the Borough Property. 
A diaeovery may be neoeosary, in order to aaoartain what mow* 
mento, doeumeata. booka, and other property the offloeri of the old 
borough have in their handa. I am hardly aware, situated aa the 
property of the Corporation ia, of any efleetual mode of eatabliahing 
the right of the Corporalion at law, except, perfaaiM, by an aotion^ 
trover agaanat tiie penona who may have in their handa any mnni* 
manta, books, or other property belonging to the Goipoiitton; or 
notioe might be given to any pereon who holds a part of the borough 
property at a mt, to pay sQoh rant to the Corporation, rod thatin 
the event of hiareAiaal, an antion will be brought against him. If 
— "1 a proeeeding is adopted, I should reoommend a selection to be 
leofaaeh a part of the property as would olearly belong to the 

; but, upon the whole. 



I am of opinion, that the moat efibotive remedy ia in Equity, sap- 
poaing the new CfAporation to be aaliUed to supersede the old bo- 



"ITM. WieHTMAN.** 



rou^ affhii%^> 
"Inner Temple, Jan. 9, 1838.' 
This opinion seemed to afford much amusement to Mr. 
W. Hymers, and Mr. Fairbairn remarked that it did not 
hold out any great hopes. 

Mr. J. Hymers— He was not asked the question, sir; 
he was only asked how we were to proceed. 

Mr. Davis did not see there was any thing else BCr. Wight- 
man could have said ; he was not asked further. 

The Town Clerr said of course Mr. W. Hymers will 
withdraw his notice of motion. 

Mr. W. Htmbrs said the Town Clerk knew thatlong ago, 
he (Mr. H.) went to him the day on which the resolution 
was carried, intending to have a special meeting called on 
the subiect and had prejiared a notice, but on giving the 
matter further conuderation he had determined not to pro 
ceed, as he considered that no harm would result to the 
Borough-holders. 

The Town Clbrk was obliged to Mr. W.Hvmersfor 
omking the statement he had done, for he (Mr. Kell) felt he 
was not at liberiy to do so. 

Mr. RowNTREB apprehended that whatever might be the 
opinion of the Counsel,tbe Council would feel not justified in 
proceeding upon any plan without due deliberation. He 
therefore be^s^ to move that the opinion of Counsel be 
entered upon the proceedings, and that no luither steps be 
taken at present They should turn their attention to the 
question and consider its beamings. 

The Town Clerk said, he did not feel justified In aUow- 
ing any one member of the Council to see the opinion until 
he had laid it before the whole body. 

Mr. Price asked if the Council were obliged to proceed 
by act of parliament in this matter; if not he did not see 
why th^ should be kept m hot water all their livw. ^ 

Mr. CfuMMiNS said ne was quite of the same opinion with 
those who were inclined to postpone the consideration of the 
question, and would beg to move that this subject be con- 
sidered this day twelve months. 
Mr. W. Htm ER8 seconded this. 

The Mayor asked Mr. Cummins if he was serious m his 
motion. 

Mr. CuMMiNS'Quite so :^tfaat no further discussion be 
upon this document 

The Town Clerk— You mean to say, the further con- 
sideration of it 
Mr. Cummins— That there benofuftherdiseussion upon It 
Mr. Revely — You cannot prevent diiwussion. 
Mr. CuMMiMB— Well then, that it be taken into consid- 
eration this day twelve months. 

Mr. WiLS0N> -We had better not meet until this day 13 
months. Mr. W. seconded the motion made by Mr. Rown> 
tree. 

Mr. Fairbairn— Would rather the motion should stand 
as Mr. Rowntree had put it, and that any gentleman should 
have the previlege of seeing the opinion. He thought there 
ought to be an instretion, that whenever the matter was 
brought forward the Town Clerk should give notice of it 

Mr. RowNTBBB had no objection to that He then altered 
his motion to the following :-.^That the opinion of Counsel 
be entered upon the minutes, and further consideration of 
the suloect be deferred, and no further steps taken thereon, 
at present ; and that before it be revived notice of m<^on be 
given in Council and mentioned in the summons calling the 
meeting at which it is to be discussed. 

Mr. Cummins withdrew his amendment, as his seconder 
had left him, andMr. Rowntree'smotioii was carried stem, eon 
The Town Clbrk reported that in compliance with his 
instructions at the but special meeting he attended the New- 
castle Council to present the memoriu in favor of granting 
quays to the Brandling Junction Railway Com^y ; he had 
had no official conmiunicatlon from that Council on the sub- 
ject, but it was pret^ generally understood that the prayer 
was complied with. 

f A letter was read from Mr. WiDis, requestmg payment of 
£7. 6s. 4d., which sum had been included in a borough-rate, 
but no order for the payment had been made. 
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A letter from Mr. John Bell, High Street, stated that the 
writer was emboldened, in consequence of Mr. Wfllis having 
obtained payment for services rendered before the Municipal 
Reform act came into operation, to request payment of the 
sum of £4. 4s., for a plan of Gateshead, preparra for the bar- 
risters who divided tne wards. It was stated that the bar- 
risters had left £3. 3s., for Mr. Bell, with Mr. Swinburne, 
to pay for the plan, but that a charge of one guinea was 
maide for attendance, which they were neither authorised 
nor disposed to pay. 

A petition to ttie House of Commons, from the Town 
Council of Wisbech, in the Isle of Elv, Cambridgeshire, was 
read. It set forth that in boroughs wliich had a commission 
of the peace, but no separate court of quarter sessions, the 
justices of such boroughs were excluded from taking any 
part in the business at the county quarter sessions, and in 
the management and administration of the county-rate, and 
prayed that the justices of such boroughs might' have the 
same privileges as county justices, in order to secure to the 
community tne fiur and impartial administration of justice. 
This was accompanied by a letter from Mr. Thomas Daw. 
bam, the Mayor of Wisbech, requesting the co-operation of 
the Gateshead Council in the matter. 

Mr. RowNTnEE thought the subject one well deserving 
attention : the magistrates might think they had sufficient 
duties at present, but he would like to give them mora 
powers. It would be highly advantageous if the magistrates 
of the borough had some control over the lunatic asylums, 
situate within the borough, which were now under the con- 
trol of the county magistrates. He Uiought also that the 
borough magistrates should have the same power as those of 
the county, in being ex-officio members of the Board of 
Guardians. 

Mr. Baeras thought the magistrates could not be ex- 
pected to devote the whole day to their duties. [The con- 
versation here dropped.] 

Mr. Price moved, and Mr. J. Htmers seconded, that a 
committee be appointed to inquire in the expediency of ob- 
taining a recess m Pipewellgate. 

Mr. Price entered into some explanation with reference 
to the sum he had asked for his oremises in Pipewellgate ; 
he had them on lease, and asked ib240., whereas the commit- 
tee reported that the freehold was not worth £loa Mr. P. 
said they had been valued at £220., £260., and £300., now 
he fixed £20i below the second valuation. In reply to a ques 
tion from Mr. Revely, he said these estimates were not 
made from the personal examination of the parties, but from 
the rent-roll. 

Mr. RoBBON said Mr. Stoddart had stated that the pre- 
mises were not worth more than £dO. ! 

Mr. RowNTREE moved as an amendment that the mat- 
ter be again referred to the Watch Committee. This was 
seconded by Mr. W. Hymers, and carried. 

ThCounci then atyoumed to Wednesday, March 

THE MURDER AT GATESHEAD. 

THOMAS ERRINGTON, (19) HENRY BROWN, (18) 
and THOxMAS WARDMAN, (18) were indicted upon 
the Coroner's inquest with the wilful murder of William 
Lee, on the 1st October last 

The following gentlemen wete sworn on the Jury : — 

Richard Carr, Edward W. ChaUoner, Joseph Corbett, 
James Coxon, John Cousins, John Downey, Edward Elliot, 
Joseph England, Robert Gisbume, William Davidson, 
John Barratt, and John Beckingtop. 

Sir Greoort Lewtn and Mr. T. Maude were for the 
prosecution: Mr. Wilkinson defended Errington, Mr. 
Knowlbs, Brown, and Mr. Matthews, Wardman. 

Sir O. LKwnr, in opening the ease to the Jury, Mid the three 
prisoners stood chuf^ed with wilftil murder i^^the ciit»nistanoeB of 
the caae were peouliar— would reauire mnch of their very serious 
attention, and perhaps also a good deal of very nice discrimination. 
The learned Counsel having shortly narrated the fkcts oflhe case, as 
they were afterwards proved in evidence. He sidd that he was not 
prepared to lay before the Jury any express malice on the part of the 
prisoners against the deceased, but it would be for them, looking at 
all the dreumstanoes of the case, to say whether in their judgment 
there was sueh a total ne^igenoe and disregard of the probabfe— he 
misfat say neoessair— consequences of an act of this description, that 
it did not involve that degree ofimplied malice which made the crime 
one of murder, and not the lesser one of manslaughter. That woul d 



be a point for their moat serious eonsideration-^ey would be in- 
structed upon it by hisLord»hi|»»«ndhe ha<l uo duubt they i%uulJ 
ultimately come to a just and proper conclusiou. NotiiiuK was niurt- 
to be deprecated than practical jokes— if iokes they could be called— 
of this description; and most undoubtedly if any individual took 
upon himself to act in the manner the prisoners senned to liave done, 
at least they ought to wait and see that none of tlieae evil conse- 
quences follow which the act itself is likely to lead lo. They would 
have to consider whether the conduct of these men, together with the 
character of the ofibnoe, did not raise sudi a presumption oi malidous 
feeling against the individual who was the occasion of it, as to amount 
to murder. If they thought so it would then be their duty, however 
painftU it might be, to eonriet the parties. If on the other nand they 
should be of a different opinion if they should havsldoubt upon the case, 
then for God's sake let them give the prisoners the benefit of that 
doubt, and find them guilty of the lesser crime of manslau^ter. 

Barbara Fakrbaim—^j Mr. MaudeV— I am a single woman 
and lire in Pipewellgate, Gateshead. 1 was well aotiuainted with 
William Lee, and was in the habit of seeing and meeting him very 
often ; he was a sweetheart of mine. On the evening of Saturday, 
30th September, he came to my father's house about 6 o'doek ; be 
did not remain long, for he had to go to Mary I>avidson's to the 
club. I went there with him, and we stayed until IS o'clock. Be 
had some drink tliere with Henry Brown, one of the prisoners. 
The^ were together all the time. I saw all the prisoners going into 
Davidson's that night, but none of them except Brown w«s there 
when he was there. When he and I left the public house, we went 
to my fiofaer's door, and it was about half.past 1 when he left me, 
saying he was going home He was then tipsy ; he bad fgoi a vast, 
but he could walk. He did not know what he was about then. The 
wa^ he went leads to Mr. Price's glpsi houses. I saw Elizabeth 
Smith afterwards ; I was in bed and asleep wh6n she came to me ; 
I got up, and in consequence of what I had heard went to Jenny 
Grant's house in Piiwwellgate. Lee was there, but I did not see 
him, for they would not let me go near band him. I ibUowed tiwm 
to the iffirmary. 

Croes-examiued by Mr. Wilkinson. Errington had been ac- 
quainted with her some time ; they were always very kind together 
whenever they met. 

By Mr. Kkowlks. Lee and Brown were sitting together at the 
public house very good ftiends; they were particulany kind together 
all the evening. 

By Mr. Matthbwb. Wardman had always been a Mend of Lee's 
—they had been friends some time— they had always been friendly 
one to another as fiu- as I saw. Lee often went to the glass house 
to see them by way of friendship. 

Edward Dyka (by Sir O. Lbwin) deposed,! am going to thirteen, 
worked at Mr. Price's gteas houses last September —they are in 1 i.ie- 
wellgate, Gateshead. I remember the nif^ht when he came in— one 
Saturdav night, late on— Errington came in before him-^he did not 
remain in the glasshouse till Lee came in, but he was at the back of 
the door. 1 never saw Lee till he was standing near our spot. No. H. 
Lee went and laid down upon the harbours— Iw fUl asleep very 
soon after. At the time he fell asleep there was another little lad 
and me, and Simpson, the teazer, and James Brown. Henry Brown 
and Thomas Wardman came in whilst Lee was going asleepljie had 
been there about 10 minutes or a quarter of an hour before he came 
in. After they came in Errington fetched a straw rope in fhmi the 
door, and loosed it out at the ends, and he then stuffed one end in 
Lee's breast and the other on the ground—there was some loose 
straw beside the lear— all three prisoners gathered it up and put it 
at the bottom of the harbours (large boxes) beside one end of tlie 
rope— these were the boxes that Lee was upon~Erriiigton put the 
straw upon Lee's breast— the other two prisoners were standing near 
the harbours. They shook the loose straw up at the bottom as it Uy 
on the ground where the other end of the rope was. After they had 
done thi^i, Errington went and fetched a shovel fUlI of fire fW>m the 
ftirnaoe — ^the others remain^ shaking the straw ** nicely " up to- 
gether. When he had got the shovel Aill of firo he put it upon the 
straw on the ground, the bottom of the box on which Lee was lying 
was there. The straw burnt up but did not take hold of Lee— it 
afterwards went out. When it was most out, Lee got up and mum- 
bled something to himself, but I don't know what it was. He then 
laid down o^^ain and fell asleep soundly. Errington wos at this time 
at the coal place with me— the other two were at the back of the lear 
end. After Lee had fUlen asleep again, Errington looked at the 
other end of the rope, which was on the ground, and brou^t another 
shovel ftdl of coals to set fire to it. It burnt out without taking hold 
of Lee. Then he brought more fire but saw the sti'aw would not 
take hold that way, so betook two handftils of straw and fire, heaved 
it upon Lee's breast and then they ran out all three. Wardman and 
Brown were shaking the straw up the second time, whilst Errington 
was fetching the fire— the third tmie tbev were doing nothing. The 



fire he fetched was hotdnders out of the ftimace. I followed them out, 
and when they wero turning to come back I popped under one of the 
chairs in the yard— they were going in again when Lee came out all 
on fire. I sat under the chair because Errington threatened my lifie. 
When Errington came up to the door atflist 1 asked " who is there," 
—be told me to let him in— I said I durst not--he said *' If yon don't 
I'll put you in the fttmaoe or drown yon." He did not say anything 
to me after he came in. The Teazer was asleep. I wanted to wake 
him the time after the first fire did not take hold, but Errington 
pulled me back. He did not say anything. James Brown was 
beside No. 1, asleep. The prisoners did not «f>pear to me to be in 



Digitized by 



Google 



37 



liquor— IiMWM in liqaor. WUlattiiii wM^MBgon, Ididnotheftr 
uqr oTtha priaonen mt nyUiiiig. 

Crow irrtmined by Mr. wzlkim ■on. Erringtonoune in about 
half an hour before Lee. Srrington was not watohinc behind the 
door when he went there. When they eame in the ouer two were 
nibbinc Brown down with itrmw. 

By Mr. EMOWUtt. It was about one o'elook when Brown eame 
In. He waa eoTored with dirt, and eame in to dry himaelf. I aaw 
Wardman ecn^ the dixt off, and rub him with straw. 
By Mr. Matthcws. Wardman followed Brown in direefly. 
Joim JT £7ee— (by Sir Q. Lbwik> -who is U years old, deposed 
that he was with Dykes on the Saturday night Went there about 
11 o'elock. Simpson and Jas. Brown went in a fow minutes after. 
Wm. Lee eame in about a quarter of an hour after, and went and laid 
to sleep on the boxes. James Brown and Simpson were sleeping 
near the ooals. Errington had been in, but had gone out again 
when he came in. When he eame in again Lee appearod to be asleep. 
Errington went oat after Lee was asleep, and alter he came back, 
the other two prisoners came in. Saw Errington go round with 
the fire in the way of Lee, but could not see what he did with it 
The flrsman was between him and the harbours so that I oould not 
see. Saw some stniw fUlin^ near the harbours, but could not see 
ttam whoee hand Saw Emngton carry ooals round twice. Saw 
the straw blazing up, and William Lee got up, muttered some words 
out of himself, and laid down again. The prisoners were speaking 
to one another before witness saw the flame, when they were scraping 
Brown. At the time the straw was blazing about Lee, he saw 
Wardman among the ooals. Witness went out to go up his own en- 
try, and when he was returning back all the three prisoners were 
running out ; this was about Atc minutes or so after he left the 
fUxnaoe. About two or three minutes afte^saw Lee come running 
out ; he was shouting *' Fire." Mary Thompson got him and 
helped to put out the fire. John Brown came to help her ; they 
got him into an entry, and one Mrs. Linley came down to put some 
oil on him, and afterwards took him into Grant's ; they then took 
him to the Infirmary. 

By Mr. WiLKiifSON. When Errin^n came for the coal, I was 
beside the coal yard door. I saw Emngton at the time they were 
taking Lee to the Infirmary ; he went along with him, and assisted 
in taking him there. 

By Mr. MATTBBwa, The ooal-^ole is next the river; the har- 
hours are up in a comer on the other side sgainst the passaae. 
Wardman went to lay down on the eoals before Lee ran out I cud 
not see Wardman do anything at all. 

Be-examined by Sir 6. Lb win. When I went into the glass 
house I went in at the iron door fhnn the street ; the fire is in the 
middle of the house, and the box lAe was lying upon is at the right 
hand side as you go in at the door. If you turn to the left, you 
come to the coal-hole, which is on the quay. The box and the coal- 
hole are on opposite sides. 

Mary ThoiMson --(by Mr. Matthbws)— I am the wife of Henry 
Thompson, and live in Pipewellgate, 15 or 20 yards from the glass, 
hoose. On Sunday mominc the 1st Oct. I was in my own houae, 
and about half-past two o'clock in the morning I heard a cry of 
fire. I went to the door and saw Lee running along all on fire ; 
went to his assistance, and was the first person who got to him. He 
ran down a narrow lane, and then turned back again. At the head 
of the lane he met John Brown, the brother of Henry Brown, one 
of the prisoners. We got the fire out, and first took Lee into an en- 
try, and then into Grant's house. He was then taken to the Infir- 
mary. 

Thonuu HaUiday ScoU^h^ Sir O. Lbwix>— Is a constable of 
Gateshead. On Sunday monung 1st Oct. William Simpson called 
upon him. In consequence of that went to Mr. Price's glass-house, 
and near to the harbours ; found about a yard of straw laying 
there; saw some cinders lying near— there mitAit be about a fhmaoe 
shovel ftaU of cinders. Took Errington end Brown into custody on 
Sunday ni^ about eight o'dock ; they were together at the head 
of PipeweUgate. Told them he took them on account of setting 
Lee on fire ; they both replied they knew nothing at all about it ; 
thf^ were innocent of it Afterwards took Wardman. At first he 
said he had heard that they had blamed him for it ; he desired th^ 
he mi^ not be taken to the lock-up as he waa not well. Witness 
took him to his own house. Wardman there said there were two 
boys in the glass-house at the time, and they could say that he was 
not so bad as the others. Witness has a pair of trowsers which he 
got ftK>m Barbara Fairbaim's mother. Has some of the straw, 
pMtly burned. 

By Mr. Wilkxksok. Errington and Brown were near where 
' they live whtat he apprehended ^em. 

By Mr. Matthbws. Wardman lodged in Pipewdlgate. Went 
thops three timee before he found him. Told the woman with whom 
he lodged that he wanted him ; when he went the third time, Ward- 
man opened the door. I do not know that on that very morning 
money was offsred him to go away, and he said he might, but he 
would not 1 never heard of such a oironmatanoe before. 

R^Upk Utile produced the top of a box which he found upon the 
harbour in Mr. Price's glass4iouBe; the wood was charred in two 
plaoes with fire ; it was pointed out by Dykes on the top of the har- 
bour upon which Lee had been lying. 

John Fife, Eeq.—Cbj Mr. Matthbws)— I am one of the snxgeons 
of the Inmrmary. I saw deceased, William Lee. there on the mom- 
ing of Sundi^ 1st Oct ; be was then dangerously burned, so much 
so, that his recovery to me appeared impossible. The bums were 
extensive and deep—deepest and moat severe about lower part of 



the baUy ; very deep and extensive about the thidbs : the arms also 
ware burned, but not so deeply; the man had no poise at the wrist 
he was in a state of extreme depression. Previously to my arrival' 
although stimulents I was Udd had been used, no re-aotion had been 
produced by them. This would be about ten in the morning. I 
saw him again on Sunday. I ordered stimulento to be immeSately 
mcreased and continued, and these were used fhmi the first of mv 
prescribing to the last He died, as I was informed, on the evenina 
or ni^t of Monday. The eause of his death was the depth and 
seven^ of the wounds. Mr. Church, who was the house suraeon 
at the Infirmary, is also dead. 

By the Judob. The Infirmary is in the county of Newcasde. 
within the luniti of the borough. 

TAomof Johnson, senior apprentice in the Newcastle Infirmary 
saw Lee on the Monday morning about half-past or 10 with Mr.' 
JohnFiffe, continued to attend him during the whole day, actinir 
under and following the directions of Mr. Fifo. He died at teu 
o'clock on Monday mght There was a post-mortem examioatioQ 
by Mr. Church, at which witness was present ; there was a strict 
examination to see if there had been a fall or blow— the result wa^ 
there had not The lungs and viscera were generally healthy ; the 
causes of death were, severe bums on belly, chest, thighs, and 
breast— they were actual bums, deep. Whatever caused the bom?. 
It must have been by something lying on the body. It must have 
been something more than straw burning around— there were deei» 
patches. ' 

Cuthbert Cairr was called, in order to be examined by Mr. Wil- 
liamson, his name being on the back of the indictment Saw Leo 
when he was being taken to the Infirmary. Saw Errington; ai 
the first he was looking out of his mother's window. He came 
down stain without his jacket on, and wished to assist in carrying 
Lee away to the Infirmary. He asked his mother to throw his 
jacket out of the window to him, and he wtnt with Lee to the Infir- 
mary. He got four or five other men (of whom Henry Brown was 
one) to assist in carrying him. Has been 14 years in glass-houses. 
Knows they are verv apt to " sky lark" on with one another in that 
war. Has known Errington 18 years ; he has been a humane man 
as for as he knows. 

By Mr. Knowlbs. Has known Brown fh>m his birth ; he iiu.i 
borne a very good character for humanity. 

By Mr. Mattkews. Wardman has borne a very decent cha. 



By Sir G. Lbwin. I have never seen the trick of setting fire to 
a man when laid asleep in a glass-house. 

Otorge Foster has known Brown a few years ; he bore a good 
character for humanity. Errington and Wardman the same. 

WiUiam Simpton (who was also on the back of the indictmeut) 
was examined by Mr.WilltamsonastoErringtou'scb&racter— bebaJ 
known him 10 years, he and him were very intiaiato and kind u> 
each other. Has known Errington buy beer (or Lee ft*om kindne»»' 
Has known Brown long, always bore a good character for humani- 
ty. Wardman was friendly with Lee, he has a good character. 

Tkamae Swinburne, Eso.— (by Sir G. Lewin)— I am clfik to 
the Justices of Gateshead. I saw Lee at the Infirmary on Monday 
about 13 o'clock. Had a conversation with liim — he stated he coil- 
sidered himself to be in great danger. 

Mr. Wilkinson objecu^d liiat deceased did not state he should 
not get better. 

Sir G. Lewin said that he would not press it Mr. Justice Bav - 
ley had admitted the same declaration to be sufficient 

His Lordship thought that was not sufficient 

Sir G. Lbwin said he would take his Lordship's opinion whether, 
this declaration being taken in the prisoners' absence he oould put 
it in. There was a oifierenoe between the wording of the statute of 
Philip and Mary and the late statute the 7th Geo. IV. The latter 
stated that the Justices should when a party was arrested for felony 
before admitting to bail or committing " take the examination of 
such person and information on oath of those who shall know the 
fhcts and ciroumstances of the case." The words of the statute of 
Philip and Mary are — " the examination of such prisoner and the 
information of those who bring him." 

Mr. Wilkinson said it did not at present appear that this was a 
proceeding before the Justices. 

Sir G. Lbwin would admit that it was so. 

The JcDOE. I take it this was an examination upon oath. 

Sir G. Lewin. Cleariy. 

The J UDG B . There is no authoritv for Uiis. 

Sir G. Lbwin. Tour Lordship will of course have to rule in the 
case. I wished to know whether there is that distinction betweru 
the two statutes. 

The Judob. It appears to mc that the distinction cannot be aou 
ed upon, because I look at the principle to be that thero should be cui 
op- portunity of cross examination ; the one principle will apply lu 
the other. 

Sir G. Lbwin said that, there was the ease for the prosecution. 

Mr. Wilkinson then addressed the Jury on hebail of Errington. 
He alluded to and condemned the numerous rumours which had 
been ciroulated, to the disadvantage of the prisoner, with refierence 
to the afflur. He admitted that Errington had Incurred a heavy 
amount of responsibility, from the commission of an extremely 
careless, reprehensible, and as it had unfortunately proved, calami- 
tous act of wantonness. He was not there to ask them to acquit 
the prisoner fh>m all consequences of this act; but he contended 
there was not that in the case which could warrant their findini; 
Errington guilty of murder, though he had been, he admitted. 



Digitized by 



Google 



38 



the prime agent and moTer m the ailkir. He contended 
that the prisoner had no intention to kill Lee, had he t^ntertained 
that Ml design, he would not have selected such a time and place , 
when tlkere were witnesses of his actions upon the spot He there- 
fore submitted that Errinfton was entitled to an acquittal fh)m the 
more serious part of the charge. 

Mr. Kkowx^s on behalf of Brown, urged that there must be a 
motive for this commital of murder : in thjs case there was no mo- 
tive. Brown could have no intention to cause the daeith of him who 
thej heard fh>m the witnesses was his IHend and particularly in- 
timate with him. The only jtBit of the case against him was the 
scattering of the straw and this Mr. Knowles submitted might have 
been done to make himself a bed for the night. Throughout his 
whole conduct there was nothing at all to show that Brown medi- 
tated so dreadAil an act as to accomplish the death of Lee. 

Mr. Mi.miBW8 next addressed the Jury, on behalf of Wardman. 
He said that although he was the third party in addressing the jury 
in this case, vet he felt it his duty not only to claim the benefit of the 
remarks maae b^ his learned friends in fcvoor of his client, but to 
make such additional observations as might apply more especially 
to the circumstances in which he (Wardman) stood.— Without pre- 
judicing the case of either of his two learned ft-iends, he must say 
that his client was more slightly concerned in this case than either 
of his two companions. It appeared in evidfmoe that he shook up 
the straw twice, but the third time he went and lay down on the 
coals. This was all the case against Wardman; and could it be sup- 
posed that when a party entertained the design of committing mur- 
der, any one of the party would have acted in the manner in which 
Wardman had done f 

Several witnsses were then called to the character of humanity of 
the prisoners 

His lordsihip summed up the evidence. He observed that the 
jury mi^ht convict aU the prisoners of murder or of manslaughter, 
or acquit them all; or they might convict one or more of murder or 
manslaughter, and acquit the other. The question in the present 
case womd be, whether it was the intention of theprisonerato do the 
deceased any serious bodily harm ? If so, they would be held goiltr 
of murder, although the^ had had no intention to kill him. If, 
however, it was their opimon that the intention of the prisoners was 
merely to waken up the deceased, and so to frighten him, then the 
jury would find the prisoners guilty of manslaughter, that was, sup- 
poaing they believed that all the prisoners had parboipated in the 
act. 

Thejurr withdrew, and after a short consultation returned a ver- 
dict— Ouilty of manslaughter against all the prisoners. His lord- 
ship then sentenced Srrington to 10 years' transportation, and Brown 
ana Wardman to two years' in4>ri8onment with hard labour. 
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GATESHEAD TOWN COUNCIL. 



MAROl 28th, 1838. 



The Couocil of this borough held adjourned quarterly 
meeting on Wednesday last at nooo, James Pollock, Esq., 
the Mayor, in the chair. The following members were 
absent :— Aldermen Abbot and Hawks: and Councillors 
W. Hymers, Attwood, J. B. Johnson, and J. Robson. I'he 
minutes of the Itmt meeting being read, which, as usual, 
occupied considerable time. 

The Town Clgbk read her Majesty's warrant for the 
extension of the local courts of Newcastle to (iateshead. He 
also read replies from the Duke of Cleveland. Mr. C. Rippon, 
Mr. H. Lambton, and Mr. H. T. Liddell, with reference to 
the petitions in favour of National Education, and relative 
to exclusion from Municipal privileges, on the ground of 
religion. He also read some correspondence between him. 
self and Mr. Rippon, and Mr. Vernon Smith, with refer, 
ence to the Boundary bill, so far as it afiected Gateshead. 
The bilL however, has subsequently been withdrawn. 

The Town Clerk read the list of those gentlemen who 
bad been, on the 1st March, elected assessors, revising as- 
sessors, and auditors, these all appeared at the time in the 
Observer, They had all qualified with the exception of Mr. 
Joshua Watson, who declined signing a declaration which 
stated that it was made in the presence of God, and which 
he deemed, in expression, to come near to an oath, he ob- 
jected to that part of the declaration, which states that the 
person making it will not use his office to weaken the esta- 
Dlished church, or to disturb the bishops^ &c., he firmly 
conceiving that there is no scriptural authority for an esta- 
blished church, or for the payment of any minister of reli- 
non. An appointment was, therefore, made by Mr. Aid. 
Barras for another election, when Mr. John Greene was 
elected, and had since signea the declaration. 

The assessors hail, accordinic to the statute, appointed 
their deputies as follows : — Mr. Joyce had appointed xiir. H. 
C. Calloway, schoolmaster; Mr. CJolman, Mr. John Vickers, 
grooer: Mr. Patterson, Mr. £i|hraim Patterson, potter; 
Mr. Eclwards, Mr. Robert Hetherington, schoolmaster ; Mr. 
John Greene, Mr. George Greene, tanner. Of the revising 
assessors, Mr. Swinburne had appointed Mr. G. J. Kenmir, 
solicitor, and Mr. W. L. Harle, Mr. Henry Walker, ship, 
owner, as their deputies. The Mayor had re-appointed Mr. 
Councillor Fairbaim as Mayor's auditor for the ensuing 
year. Mr. James Charlton and Mr. C. F. .Springmann were 
re-elected auditors by the burgesses. 

Minutes of prooe^linffs of the Watch Committee were 
r<iad. Several rams bad been ordered to be paid by them; 
amongst others, £36. 6s. lid., as per contract for repairs of 
the Church steps. It had been ordere<l by them that a new 
rate of 9d. in the pound be levied under the Gateshead 
Street Act, and that Joseph Fairs and Philip Smith be ap- 
pointed Assessors for making such rate. I'hey had ordered 
that a Watch Rate of 3d. in the pound be also levied. On 
the motion of Mr. Barras, these orders were confirmed. 
A circular was read from the Home Office relative to the 
fees to be taken by Municipal Officers. The Town Clerk 
said the scale of fees in the list therein enclosed was consi- 
<le4*ably higher than those heretofore taken in Gatesh^. 
The letter and scheilules were referred to a Committee of 
five to report thereon. Committee — Me^isrs. Brockett, 
Revely, Matchitt, Rowntree, and Fairbaim. 

A report was read from the Finance Committee of the 
Corporate receipts and disbursements. The actual state of 
the nuances of the borough appeared to be—available fuud, 
£126.— charges thereon, £134. Us. 2d., leaving a balance 
of £8. lis. 2d. to be provided for, There were two items in 
the accounts of Mr. Stephenson, printer, and Messrs. Low- 
thin and Douglas, printers, respecting which the Committee 
wished the opinion of the Council, as they involved a prin- 
ciple whether they related to matters aonnected with the 
borough — they were not ordered by the Council, nor by any 
of its officers. The Committee bad estimated the expenses 
of the borough at £140. for the half year. The rateable 
pro^rtY was valued at £33207., and a borough- rate of 
Id. in tne pound would raise £138. 13.s. Id.— they stated the 
pecessity of such a rate being made. 
In answer to Mr. Fairbaim the 1'own Clbrk said, the 



items in the Printers* accounts were for printing bills, signed 
M. Hall, Mayor, convening a meeting on the subject of 
Church Rates and a petition to parliament thereon; for print - 
■ing bills, (and resolutions) calling a public meeting, con- 
vened by the Mayor, for the purpose of considering who 
should be candidates for representing the Borough in parlia- 
ment; and bills convening a meeting, and resolutions tnereat 
as to the Railway Bridge — ^These were Mr. Stephonson's. 
Messrs. Lowthin and Douglas's were^-bills calling a pub- 
lic meeting in the Town Htdl, to nominate CounciUors for 
the East Ward, convened by Alderman Hawks; and for 
bills calling a meeting in the Town Hall, called by Mr. 
Pollock, Mayor, on the subject of the Ballot These meet- 
ings were all convened on requisitions of the parishioners or 
rate-payers. 

Mr. Hall said he knew nothing about the bills being 
printed — ^if a requisition was presented to him he signed his 
name to it 

Mr. Brockett said he believed all notices of public 
meetings in Newcastle, called by the Mayor, were paid for 
out of the Corporate funds. 

After some conversation, Mr. James Hymers moved and 
Mr. Rowntree seconded, that the bills be paid in full 

Mr. SowERBY objected to the payment for the meeting of 
Burgesses of the East Ward ; he believed the obiect of that 
meeting was to oust Mr. Price and Mr. Colman. 

The Town Clerk said there was nothing of that kind in 
the requisition. 

Mr. Htmers* motion was earned by 9 to 2. (Messrs. 
Sowerby and Fairbaim) six members did not vote: 

Mr. Fairbairn moved, and Mr. Barras seconded that 
in future all orders for printing be made through the Town 
Clerk. 

Upon this Mr. Rowntree moved the previous question, 
which was seconded by Mr. J. Hymers and carried by 9 
to 6, two being neutral 

Mr. Barras moved and Mr. Matchitt seconded that a 
Borough Rate of One-penny in the Pound be levied, to be 
made payable out ot the Poor Rate on the 20th June, 
carried. 

An application was made by T. H. Scott, constable, rehi- 
tive to the expenses incurred oy him, in apprehending two 
lads for a robbery in Pipewellgate, and also for apprehend- 
ing Errington and others. The justices had recommended 
that he should be allowed £1. ; in this the Council agreed, 
and gave authority to the Watch Committee to allow that 
Sum. 

At the request of Mr. Price the Town Clerk read an 
extract from the report of a Committee appointed on the 
subject of a recess in Pipewellgate. It stated that the no- 
minal rack-rent oi Mr. Price's property was £18. — that it 
was in a ver^ bad state of repair, and the tenants exclu. 
sively Mr. Price's own workmen, otherwise the rent would 
not be so much ; the length of the frontage was 43 feet, 
and that Mr. Price had offered his interest in it for £240; 
the committee did not believe the freehold to be worth more 
than £100. 

Mr. Price produced a lease of the property to Mr. Mor- 
rison, dated November. 1803, for 14 years, at a rent of £22. 
a year. Mr. Price said the pronerty stood upon 484 yards 
and 5 inches of ground ; it had oeen valued by three gentle- 
men at £dOa, £260., and £220., and he took an average of 
£240. He thought piu'ties should ascertain the truth before 
they reported; he would give a statement of what it was let 
for — Grant, one of his men, kept a shop, and had two rooms 
above, which used to be let for £8., but ne being a poor man, 
had the two rooms for £5. ds. — There was a bakehouse with 
an oven in it, let at £6. a year, but it was not occupied now. 
Mr. Price, then went into details to show, so far as we could 
follow him that the property was worth about £31. 17s. a 
fear— there were JO rooms in the place, some let for Is. and 
some for 8d. a week. He wanted his interest in it and no 
more,~they would get the materials. He would act in that 
matter in the ^rest, straightforwardest, most honourable 
way between right and wrong. He was told falsities about 
and it was not die first time; when not long ago a person 
aspersed his character, he said "* Sir, you are a liar." — fhere 
was only a difiereuce in sound between liar and falsity. — All 
the property except a bakehouse and a room were let — and 
it wait not all let to his workmen. 
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Mr. Retklt said, as one of the committfee appointed by 
the Council to examine the property and ascertain its real 
value afl near as tbev could, ne could assure tlie Council 
that they did not look at Mr. Price or any other person, but 
to the property itselt They ascertained from those who 
were tenants what they really paid when thej paid the full 
amount, but they said all of it was never paid at all, and 
that if Mr. Price had not his own servants who he could 
compel to live there, and whose rent he deducted from their 
weekly wages, he would never get even that Mr. Price had 
brought forward a document 35 years' old, when the pro- 
perty was let for £22. a year — that was in the time of 
war when every thing was veiy high ; he (Mr. R.) believed 
that from that time to this — if he could judge from appear- 
ances — there had not been £10. laid out upon the whole 
property. You must be very cautious where you set your foot 
in tnose garrets Mr. Price has named, for fear you should go 
down to the bottom. (Laughter.) As to wmdows in the 
place there was no occasion tor them, lor there was plenty 
oflightthrough the tiles. (Loud laughter.) He was sur- 
prised at Mr. Price bringing that fusty old document ; why 
did he not bring documents to show the interest he had in 
the property. He said 10 years, but be (Mr. R.) had heard 
from good authority that five years was the utmost The 
committee had stated £100. as being the real value of the 
property, but they had better authority than that, for Mr. 
btoddaft, the agent of the Dean and Chapter, says it is 
only worth £50. ; therefore Mr. Price ought to be tnankful 
to the committee. 

Mr. Price said he first let the property for £32. 

Mr. Revely — But did you get iti 

Mr. PRJCB--Get it, no; but do you all get your rents T 

Mr. Revely- When you spoke to those "three gentle- 
men to value your property, did you ask them to go to the 
spot and examine itl- 

Mr. Price— No, I told them the rents I received. 

Mr. Revely^- You gave the rent.roll of what you pro- 
fessed to let the property for, but what you received for it 
was the criterion. 

Mr. Price said he would not take a farthing less than it 
could be proved his interest in the property was worth. The 
ground alone was worth the money ; it was only lOs. a yard 
for it ; he would give 15s. a yard for all the property in 
PipeweUgate. 

NUISANCES FROM TRE BRANDLING JUNCTION RAILWAY 
WORKS. 

Mr. Reyblt then presented a petition, signed by 42 in. 
habitants of Pipeweillgate Banks, &c., complaining of the 
impassable state of the footpath leadine from Greene's field, 
(occasioned by the works or the Brandling Junction Rail- 
way,) which they had been in the habit of using for time 
immemorial. Mr. R. read the petition, and said the de- 
scription fell far short of the state of the road— it was cer- 
tainly covered over by the embankment He moved that 
the petition be received and referred to the Encroachment 
Committee, with the request that they meet early to consi- 
der it 

Seconded by Mr. Cummins. 

Mr. Brockett said he had been entrusted with a peti- 
tion, signed by 59 most respectable inhabitants, referring to 
a similar act of neglect on the part of the Bi-andling Junc- 
tion Railway Company. Mr. B. then read the memorial, 
which was as follows .* — 

TO THE TOWN COUNOIL OP TBB BOBOUOH OP GATB8BKAD. 

The Memorial of the underdeniimed inhabituats of the borough of 
Ga • ' 



SHEWETH,— 

" That your memorialists, for some montha past, and during the 
late severe winter, have been put to the greatest inconvenienoe and 
annoyance in consequence of the dreadml state of that part of the 
pnbho footpath, leading from the Half Moon Lane to the Windmill 
Hills, directly under and in the immediate vidnity of the railroad 
bridge crossing the same. 

" That your memorialisu hare been obliged to abandon the said 
public footpath and use the carriage -road, not only on account of the 
mud and futh deposited under the said bridge, but likewise in con- 
sequence of the constant droppings from the flooring thereof in wet 
weather. 

" That your memorialists, anxious to promote the furtherance of 
public works, have refrained from complaint hitherto, in the hope 
that each suooeediug day mi^ht have brought with it some improve- 
ment, more particularly as it wns generally understood a promise 



to that efbct had been given some time ago, upon a former remon- 
strance. 

" That your memorialists cannot consider the present state of the 
footpath in the vicinity of the said bridge, together with the constant 
and filthy droppings from the bridge itself, and its dismal obscurity 
at night, in any other light than an infringement on public riidits, if 
not a public nuisance ; and respectAilly and eamesdy can upon 
you, as the guardians of public privileges, at once to use tlte most 
prompt measures for restoring the said path to its usual utility and 
convenience. 

" And your memoriaiista will ever pray, &e." 
He (Mr. B.) took that opportunity of expressing his great 
surprise — in which he was sure the Council ^eneraDy would 
join — that a company towards which that Council had act- 
ed so liberally on every occasion, should have given the least 
cause for complaint to the inhabitants of Gateshead, whom 
they represented. He begged to move, and he thought Mr. 
Revely would unite in the motion : — 

'* That the Town Clerk do transmit to the Brandling Junction 
Railway Company a copy of eadi of the petitions now presented, 
and of the Mifmalures thereto annexed, with a request, in behalf of 
this Council, that the matters of complaiut referred to by the peti- 
tionei-s be immediately removed :— And that the Town Clerk do 
al.to express to the railway Company the regret of this Council tiint 
any appearance of disregard for the rights and convenience o( the 
inhabitants of Gateshead should have been exhibited on the part of 
a company towards which this Council has so liberally acted." 

Mr. Revely seconded this. 

Mr. Graham complained that no light had been put up 
near the Wooden Bridge as had been promised should be 
done. 

Mr. Price referred to the state of Oakwellgate, occasion- 
ed by the dre^tsing of stone there for the Railway Bridge — ^if 
any individual had created the one-hundredth part of such 
nuisance, he would have been soon summoned before the 
Magistrates. 

I'hc Mayor thought the road very much blocked up, and 
said if any person laid information before the Magistrates, 
no doubt the parties would be fined. 

Mr. Rowntree regretted that those grievances were not 
confined to those stated in the petition, nor to Oakwellgate. 
After so much liberality on the part of the Council, the Rail- 
way Committee had hardly redeemed one single pledge they 
gave. Mr. W. Brandling had promised there snould be a 
gas lamp near the Wooden Bridge- -that was found almost 
impracticable, and he said there should be an oil one placed, 
but it had not been so. In West Street fur many months a 
pile of stones a fool and a half high was placed to prevent 
horses, carriage:*, or individuals passing over the brink of a 
precipice 14 feet deep. Then there was the nuisance in 
High Street during the thaw, where from neglect at the stone 
bridge the pavement was completely flooded. They were 
surrounded by nuisances, and he thought some decided steps 
ought to be taken to remove them. Mr. Brandling had told 
him that he regretted the nuisance in Oakwellgate, but the 
contractor had placed his stone there for his own convenience, 
and would not f^o into the large yard provided for them. 

The resolution as to the first petition was withdrawn, and 
Mr. Brockett's being applicable to both, was carried. 

POST OFFICE REFORM. 

Mr. Brockett said he had another subject he wished to 
bring before the notice of the Council, and in which he 
hoped they would be unanimous. Great exertions were at 
present being made throughout the country to try the expe- 
riment proposed by Mr. Rowland Hill to reduce the expense 
of postage. Mr. R. Hill, said Mr. B., is a person who has paid 
])articular attention to this subject ,* he is a man of consider- 
able attainments, in every respect qualified to form a correct 
opinion upon the matter, and to prevent himself and the 
public from deceiving themselves by any impracticable 
theory. His character is a guarantee that any scheme he 
proposes is of a feasible nature, and one worthy a fair trial 
in an enlightened country. Considerable objections were 
made to this scheme, but they were of a kind which had 
been made to every improvement — they might be generally 
classed under those of danger, impolicy^ distrust and uncer- 
tainty as to the eiiect which the alteration mfij produce, but 
when they looked to all the improvements whicn had taken 
place in their times they would find that the same objectioo had 
been made ; it had invariably been found that bv reducing 
taxation upon any articles, the consumption had been in- 
creased, and the revenue had seldom suffered from the cx> 
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perinoeot But be coDsidered taxation upon Postage 
one of the most odious and offensive methods of taxation. 
The wealthy, it is true, do not feel the inconvenience of pay- 
ing Is., 9d., or 4d.: but how many a poor man or poor woman, 
bow many an ornban or deserted cnild feels the hardship of 
paying this small sum ? When they saw railroads travers- 
ing the country in every direction affording the wealthy 
traveller the means of conveying him^c1f from one part of 
the country to the other, it was their duty,as guardians of the 
interests of the jpoor, to s^ that they ha\e facilities for this 
interchange of feeling, aflection, love, and intcresit, from the 
remotest part of the island to the other, ai the lowest possible 
expense. (Applause.) He trusted that the Council would 
unite with the enlightened people of the cuuntiy in enforcing 
upon the government and the legislature the necessity of 
trying this experiment of Mr. Hill's. He proposed the foilow- 
ing resolutions: — 

'* That in the opinion of tbis Council an excessive rate of postage 
is a pubiic injurjr— that it interferes with the indostry, the com- 
forts, and the happiness of mankind— bv checking trade, preventing 
«orrespoudenoe between relatives and meads, and by encouraging 
frauds upon the property of letter.writors, as well as upon the gene, 
ral rerenues of the country. 

" That Mr. Rowland Hill s plan for reducing the poMage to a very 
low and uniform rate, to be paid in advance, would, in the opinion 
of this Council, greatly increase all surtv of correspondence, and oon* 
trioute partienJarly to the happiness of the pooi^— would remove all 
temptauons lo viobue the Post-offioe laws, as well as render mon* 
difficult the abstraction of money firom letters— would take away the 
necessity for the present expensive system of management with 
which the Post^ffioe is encumbered— and would assist most mate- 
rially in propagating oommercial, political, and religious know- 
ledge, amonffit ul olasses of the people. 

"That petitions, to both Houses of Parliament, embodying the 
above resolutions, be prepared by the Town Clerk, signed by the 
Mayor, and sealed with the conunon seal ;— And that the petition to 
the House of Lords be sent to the Duke of Cleveland, and that to tbe 
Commons to Mr. Bippon, for presentation." 

Mr. James Hymkrs seconded tbe resolutions. 

Mr. RowNTRBE expressed bis doubts as to tbe propriety 
of letters being paid for at tbe time of posting, and also as 
to the feasibility of a uniform rate of postage. 

Mr. Brockett said those points were tbe very spirit and 
Ufe of Mr. Hill's pkn. 

Mr. Fairbairn said if tbe postage bad been paid in ad- 
vance, there would not have been so many of Joseph Ady's 
letters flying about tbe country. 

Tbe resolutions were then carried. 

THE BOROUGH PROPERTY. 

Mr. Brockett gave notice that at tbe next quarterly 
meeting be should propose a resolution on tbe subject of 
the borough property. 

Mr. Price then made a complaint as to a water pipe of 
bis being cut with a pick-axe during the alterations which 
were being made in the street at the back of his house, and 
which had not been repaired. 

Mr. Revely explained that in order to make this a good 
road, it was necessary to remove a quantity of ashes which 
bad been laid there for years, and had greatly accumulated. 
This pipe of Mr. Price's bad occasioned great inconve- 
nience, and an expense of 17s. or 18s.; it could have been 
repaired foi 2s., but it bad been laid too high. One morning 
be found it bad been laid bare, and on asking the cause, he 
was told by the men that Mr. Price had been there, and de- 
sired it sliould be so. 

Mr. Price — It is a falsehood. I never interfered with 
the men. 

Mr. Revely — I do not complain ot being called a liar, 
for tbe gentleman must make use of such woids as he is 
accustomed to use ; he cannot find a new vocabulaiy every 
day. Mr. R. went on to say that gas-pipes and water pipes 
bad in other cases been removed by the pai'ties at their own 
expense. Tbe inhabitants of the sU'cet bad subscribi(i 
largely to the improvement, but Mr. Price, who was a large 
holder of property there, would not subscribe one failliin^' 
towards it He had laid hundreds, or perhaps thoD^aiids, 
of loads of ashes there. He (Mr. R.) might be a liar, but 
be had tbe authority of the oldest inhabituits in that iKUu'h 
bourhood for saying that Mr. Price had laid aslies «lr>wu 
there, taken them up again, and made merchandi^t oi 
them. 

Mr. Price — That shows I am a man of busino^.. 



The Council then rose to meet again on tbe next quarterly 
meeting, tbe 9tb May. 



Public Meetino in Gateshead:— Abolition 
OF Nburo Slavery. — On Monday night, a public meet- 
ing (which other claims upon our space will not allow us 
to report at length) was held in the Wesleyan Methodist 
school-room. High-street, (iatesbead, ** to petition Parlia- 
ment for the abolition of Slavery, as now existing under 
the name of Apprenticeship in the British West India colo 
nies, on or before the 1st da^ of August next" J. Pollock, 
Esq. the Mayor of the Borough (by whom, in compliance 
witn a requisition, the meeting was convened^) took the chair 
on tlie occasion; and Mr. Joseph Watson, jun. moved tbe 
first resolution with great fluency, and displayed an inti- 
mate acquaintance with all tbe bearings or the question. 
Having expressed his disappointment at the result of tbe 
measure commonly styled the Emancipation Act of 1834, 
Mr. Watson referred to Antigua and Bermuda, where tbe 
planters dispensed with tbe apprenticeship system, and at 
once emancipated their slaves, and where the improved moral 
character or tbe negro bad done homage to tbe spirit of 
liberty, and tbe increased value of property bad justified the 
humanity and policy which dictatecl immediate emanci- 
pation. Mr. W. prooetded to contrast with tbe tranquillitv 
and bappiness or Antigua tbe cruelty and miser)^ wbicti 
prevailed in other islandi^; and to comment on tbe violation 
oy the planters of tbe compact into which they bad ententd 
—a compact in the abstract im'alid and not binding, and 
which, it it were not so in itself, had been rendered such by 
tbe conduct of the slave-holders.— Tbe Rev. Mr. Rayn«r 
seconded tbe motion, and spoke with great indignation of 
tbe sufferings inflicted on tbe negroes by the planters, 
notwithstanaing that tbe British nation had lavished upon 
them two hundred tons of gold as tbe purchase of that 
freedom to which tbe slaves were by nature entitled. The 
resolution (which, with the others, was passed unanimously) 
will be found in ttie official statement of tbe proceedings in 



our advertising colunms. Tbe Rev. D. D. lEvans moved 
the set*ond resolution, and expressed bis high admiration of 
the fervid zeal of the British people on behalf of the op- 
pressed negro — a zeal which could not fail of accomplishing 
its ^eat object— Tbe Rev. Joeph Forsyth seconded the 
motion ; and in reply to those who urge ** tbe bond" in 
opposition to immediate emancipation, quoted the declara- 
tion of Chief Ju&tice Denman that the contract was un- 
constitutional, and from its very nature null and void. — ^Mr. 
Samuel Hillaby moved the third resolution, and animated 
tbe friends or the negro to persevere in their righteous 
cause, confident that their efforts must speedily be crowned 
with a triumphant issue. The Rev. A. Reed seconded tbe 
resolution; and in so doins said that be njoiced to think 
that Gateshead, thanks to her honourable represenUtive 
(loud cheers,) did not occupy so humiliating a position as 
many other towns, but was found on tbe side of justice and 
humanity,in theUtedivisionon the question ofNegro Slavery. 
Mr. linui^ie moved the fourth resolution, and was seconded 
by Mr. llowntrec, who expressed bis fears that dreadful 
cnn*- rjiHiiicN would result from tbe refusal of immediate 
emap<iT)uiion, as it was hardly likely, when tbe domestic 
slaves, a 1(1 tl:o praedials of the Marquis of Sligo, tlie Han- 
k«:y>, ail oilier wise and benevolent slave-holders, were 
iiKji./ l-.i'Ki lu August next, that those still held in bondage 
won.; I iL^i. -:il)mit to be deprived of that freedom which 
hi\'.\ b. :i ;• lawied by their emancipated brethren. Mr. Wil- 
liaiii J I* .!'..» moved a vote of thanks to tbe Trustees for tbe 
u< ()! '^ln <^i ol-room; and Mr. James Charlton seconded. 
...1. i he last resolution- -a vote of thanks to the 
lut tl« \rayor — was then moved by the Rev. Mr. 
,v'.(l c V cl .Vd 'vith loud and long-continued cheers 
: . n c ^■.'^•<^ the motion, and stated, that when 
'• -k vv.i^ :)< I^ 1 if he would call a meeting, in case 
^.t.n*^ il.i;;Jv«=u(ha step desirable, bis reply was, 
S'iwrv hum the bottom of my heart, and will 
» p .. ' IV i'. '.1 my le'lt v»'. townsmen together, to petition 
it>- liiiii.v.'l ;U.; aluvr-ri -n. ' (Applause.) The motion 
» .in-: 'nop ( .i; n«'il )>v an'liiinii'ion, the Mayor returned 
^n .n:^^, in 1 ^J'i.l tii it IkIm'1 rn<:rclv done bis dutyin calling 
Ui'- n.j''l:;'.' ; M- «rt»rui'li> .iiMiro\<'d of its object, and hoped 
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that it would speedily be accomplished. (Cheers.) So say- 
ing, his Worship quitted the chair, and the numerous 
assembla^ retired m>m the room. 

Antiquities : — Gateshead Chdrch. — Several 
antiquarian relics-a silver halfpenny of one of the Edwards- 
several monastic Jettons, 
or counters, and other 
copper ooins-..a rude 
stone coffin- -and a tomb- 
stone, sculptured with a 
cross and other devices, 
(seethe annexed woodcut, 
which we have had engraved)— have been discovered in 
Gateshead church during the alterations now in progress 
in the interior of that edince. (12th May, 1838.) 

THE GATESHEAD TOWN COUNCIL. 

p James Pollock, Esq., Mayor. 
ALDRAMBH. COUNCILLORS, p Falrbairu, J. p Price, Joseph 
Abbot, John Attwood, C. p Orahazn, £ . p Revely, Thos. 
p Bams, J. p Brockett,W.H./> Hymers, J. Robaon, Jos. 
Hall, Mioh. p Coat, Jos. p Hvmen, W. p Robson, Robt. 
Hawks, G. p Cummins, T. Johnson, J. B. p Rowntree, W. 
p Wilson, T. p Davidson, J. p Matohitt, B. p Sowerby, Geo. 

p Davis, Robt. [Those marked p were present. ] 

RAILWAY ENCROACHMENTS ON FOOTPATHS. 

A quarterly meeting was held in the Townhall, on Wed- 
nesday, May 9 ; at which, after the transaction of routine 
and other business, of little interest. 

The Town Clerk stated, that in accordance with the 
resolution adopted at the last meeting of the Council, he 
had forwarded to the Directors of the Brandling Junction 
Railway copies of the petitions of the inhabitants, com- 
plaining or the obstructions created by the Company's 
works on two public footpaths, viz. across ** Greene's Field," 
and at the head of Half- Moon-lane ; and he had also ex- 
pressed the regret of the Council that any appearance of dis- 
regard for the rights and convenience or the inhabitants of 
Gateshead should have been exhibited on the part of a 
Company towards which the Council had so liberally acted. 
In reply, Mr. Brandling had assured him that measures 
had been adopted to i^emedy the nuisance complained of, 
and that it would never have existed if the contractors had 
obeyed the instructions of the Company. 

Mr. Price referred to the diversion of the footpath across 
Greene's Field, by which, in his opinion, the nmd had been 
unnecessarily lengthened : and moved that the Company be 
required to restore the old path, or to make a new one which 
should not be longer. 

This motion wa« not seconded, but Mr. Revbly moved 
that the subject be referred to the Encroachment Committee, 
and that they be requested to report thereon, and also on 
such other encroachments as might be brought under tl)eir 
notice. Mr. Graham seconded the motion. 

Mr. Rowntree thought that it would come more ap- 
propriately under the consideration of the Railway Com- 
mittee: and suggested that they should take into consider- 
ation the whole of the line through the parish, with reference 
to the public paths. 

Mr. William Utmers moved an amendment, founded 
on Mr. Rowntree's suggestion ; and Mr. R. seconded the 
motion. 

A long conversation ensued, in the course of which tlie 
members of the Railway Committee were accused of being 
anxious to get •* the job." Mr. Cummins said that he was 
on the Encroachment Committee, and would vote for refer- 
ring the matter to the Railway Committee, that he might 
escape the trouble of the inquiry. «» Then," remarked a 
worthy Councillor, ** you don't wish to do your duty Y* «It 
seems impossible to get right," said Mr. Brockett: "if 
members are willing to undertake the inquiry, they incur 
suspicion ; and if they try to avoid it, they are taunted with 
a wish to neglect their duty." (Laughter.) The Mayor 
put the amendment, when it was negatived by a majority of 
7 to 3; and the original motion was adopted. 

THE OATESHBAO'FBLL WATBR>W0RK8. 

Mr. Aid. Wilson, as one of the Committee appointed to 
obtain access for the public to the pew reservoir of water at 
Gateshead Fell, stated, that they bad visited the place, and 



had seen the Secretary of the works, Mr. Mitchell, who 
seemed prepared to grant the inhabitants access at the east 
side, by fixing a trough which would always be full so long 
as tnere was water in the pond. The Committee thought 
that there should also be a trough on another side, viz. near 
the Old Cannon public house. The Secretary, however, did 
not seem prepared to go so far, but promised to lay the pro- 
posal before the Directors, and apprize the Committee of 
their decision. This took place about a week ago, and the 
Committee had not yet heaxd anything more on the subject ; 
but he thought it probable that access would be obtained on 
two sides of the pond. As to the slip or watering-place at 
the Pothouse Quay, Mr. Kell had been so kind as to look 
at it, and found that nothing had been done. He had there- 
fore seen Mr. Plummer, the Chairman of the Directors of 
the Newcastle and Carlisle Railway Committee, who assured 
him that the Council need give themselves no trouble, as 
an archway should be constructed by which means the pub- 
lic would i>e restored to the enjoyment of their rights. 

The Town Clerk read a petition from Mr. Andrew 
Atchinson. of Bridge-street, praying fur leave to have 
some blinas fixed in front of his shop. — Agreed to, on con- 
dition that the blinds be seven feet from the ground at the 
lowest parL 

libel on MR. price's PUBLIC SPIRIT. 

Mr. Price rose to vindicate himself from the aspersions 
cast upon him at the last meeting of the Council, and sent 
abroad through the medium of the Press. *' It was stated," 
said Mr. Price, " that I refused to subscribe to the improve- 
ments in the Back-lane (East -street). Why, in the year 
1821, 1 was the person who got the lane opened to the pub. 
lie — I myself got it ooened — I alone did it — and if I had 
not done'it, it wouldn t have been done at this day; and at 
that time I spent £25 4s. in building a long wall, and up. 
wards of £2 m building a shorter one; and 1 think that's 
doing something towards public things. Yet Tm to be told 
here, and it's to b< publisned in the papers, that I won't 
give a farthing towards a public improvement Such false- 
hoods are not to be put up with quietly, when 1 spent as 
much money for the public good in 1821 as would now amount 
at compound interest to £74 12i. Id. (Laughter.) Afler 
doin^ this, I'm to be treated most disgracefully by a person 
in this room— ^cries of ** Name ! name !") Oh 1 I'll soon 
name : — it's Mr. Revely 1 mean. I'm to be insulted by him 
— a man who keeps a public house open all Sunday." 

The Mayor called the angry Councillor to order, urging 
him to refrain from such remarks. 

Mr. Price resumed : — Mr. Kevely said I laid thousands 
of loads of ashes on the street, and then wouldn't subscribe 
towards their removal, when the road was to be lowered. 
But I've had the place measured, and I can tell the Council 
did'nt throw a single thousand loads into it, because it 
wouldn't hold them (laughter) : I only laid down four hun- 
dred. I told my man Joe to throw the ashes into places 
that wanted filling up, and I've no notion of being sneered 
at in the papers as I have been. Mr. Price proceeded to 
complain at much greater length of the injustice which he 
had sufiered, and was about to sit down, when Mr. James 
Hymers inquired if his long speech was not to conclude 
with a motion. '< Oh !" continued Mr. Price, ** 111 make a 
motion : — I move that Mr. Revely, when he comes to this 
Council, be requiiied to tell the truth!" (Great laughter^ 

Mr. Revely rose and addressed the chair, but Mr. 
Brockett expressed a hope that the Mayor would not al. 
low of any discussion, tiU Mr. Price's motion found a se- 
conder. (Laughter.) No seconder, however, came forward ; 
and, afler a pause, Mr. Revely again addressed his Worship, 
who overlooked the irregularity, and allowed the worthy 
Councillor to proceed. Mr. R. said, that Mr. Price, while 
accusing him of falsehood, had admitted the truth orchis as- 
sertion, namely, that he (Mr. P.) had refused to subscribe to 
the improvement of the street To excuse his refusal, Mr. 
Price alleged that he had spent several pounds in building 
a wall about seventeen vears ago; but he had incurred that 
expense under a special agreement, into which he had en- 
tered for his own advantage. So much for that part of the 
subject Next as to Mr. Price's ashes. (Laughter.) Mr. 
Price said that he had measured the place, and found it to 
be 17 inches deep ; but if he had gone down other 17, he would 
itill have found his glass and ashes. He (Mr. R.) stuck to 
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bis assertion that Mr. Price had thrown down thousands of 
foads ; and he had made the public road a receptacle for his 
ashes, shipping them off at his own convenience, and making 
merchandise of tliem, notwithstandinjr his story about filling 
up the ho]es for the -good of the public. Mr. Price just 
suited his own interest in the matter, and when his ashes 
were to be removed to lower and improve the street, he would 
not subscribe a farthing towards the expense. 

Mr. RowNTREE rose to put a stop to the further discus- 
sion of this subject : he had waited till Mr. Reyely had 
proceeded so far as to reply to Mr. Price's remarks, and he 
now hoped that he would be concent to let the matter drop'* 
— Mr. KEVELY said that he would not further occupy toe 
time of the Council. 

<< Peace to the ashes'* of Mr. Price having thus been re- 
stored, the attention of the meeting was called to 

THE BOROUGH PROPERTY. 

Mr. W. H. Brockett rose to bring forward his motion 
on this question. He said thai he had given notice of a 
motion on this subject, more in deference to the necessities 
of a certain portion of the Council, who seemed to think 
they might forget to attend to their d«ty unless so reminded, 
than because there was any probability of a difierence of 
opinion upon it ; his (Mr. *B.'s) expectation being that it 
would be carried unanimously. In giving notice, however, 
he must confess that he had also in view the then approach- 
ing dection of Churchwardens at Easter, when ne had 
thought it was probable the usual change of officers 
would take place — when the valuable charters, and other 
documents in the custody of the old churchwardens, would 
be transferred, uninjured and undiminished, to their succes- 
sors, and a receipt for the same taken, as was the custom in 
the olden time. He (Mr. B.) had certainly never suspected 
that this customary process would have been rendeitid un- 
necessary by the re-election of persons as churehwardens 
who had already served the office for the long period of two 
years. But he had thought that the usual change of offi- 
cers might have thrown some difficulty in the way of the 
Town Clerk, or whoever might be empioml in carrying out 
the instructions contained in his intended motion. As events, 
however, proved, his anxiety might have b.>en spared. It 
now appeared that the old churchwardens were so enamoured 
of office (laughter,) so eager and determined to devote their 
valuable and professional time to the service of the public, 
that they had not refused to suhmit to the pain and inoon- 
venience of even a three years' servitude in the capacity ot 
churchwardens. Nay, it appeai-ed that they went further : 
that so fond were they of public employment, that they ab- 
solutely bore a willing share in those duties, which formerly 
the poor overseers were fain to execute without such valuable 
aid, viz. those matters not connected with the immediate 
management of the church ; and he (Mr. B.) almost sus- 
pected, that the Guardians of the Poor had acted yesterday 
rather prematurely in appointing a collector, for he should 
think tnat the churchwardens, rather than part with office, 
would have had no objection to add the collecting of the rates 
to their other proofs of devotedness to the public. (Laughter.) 
He was sorry, therefore, that so much delay had taken place, 
especially as he obser>'^ that considerable alarm had been 
created in certain quarters ; for in addition to the awful sub- 
ject being duly announced, and the forgetful portion of the 
Councillors duly reminded of their duty by a Newcastle 
newspaper — the t/ouma/, (although the copy in his posses, 
sion did not contain the important paragraph)— a handbill, 
signed^ A Burgess," had been most unsparingly placarded 
and distributed. Having received a copy by post, he was 
rather surprised to see no other copy than his own on the 
Council table — as he presumed at least the writer would 
send to all, and would expect that some of his friends at the 
Council would consider it worthy of notice. But more than 
all this— the borough-holders had put off their meeting from 
the 1st to the 14tb, for the sake, they said, of bringing their 
May-day rents into account; but as the term-day was the 
same day this year as every year, and as the stewards had 
always previously been entrusted with the collection, it « as 
suspected that some other cause had brought about tliis 
change. It might be a cause, howe\er, of a most praise- 
worthy kind. It might be that they were disposed to follow 
the example of the freemen and stallingers of Sunderland 
who, after having discovered that they were a corporation. 



and after being told by Justice Coleridge that if they should 
turn out to have been a municipal corporation they would 
lose their hold, had wisely considered tne propriety of de- 
voting the proceeds of the Sunderland moor to the service of 
the community at large. It might be that the borough- 
holders, after allowing the rents and profits. of the borough 
property to slumber, like Mr. Price's ashes (laughter), 
useless to themselves and unserviceable to the public, haa 
resolved, like Mr. Price, to convert them to a useful purpose, 
only differing with the ash proprietor in one essential parti- 
cular, viz., that they intended to put tlie money into the 
pockets of the public instead or their own. (Laughter.) 
Should these popular suspicions be realized, the Council 
must rejoice; for the difficulties in the way of a final settle- 
ment of the borough property question would then speedily 
disappear. His motion was an instruction to the Town 
Clerk to procure from the churehwardens copies 6f certain 
valuable and important documents, which were in a closet 
in one of the vestry rooms of SL Mary's church, and to have 
ihe same carefully translated, and to exhibit them to any rate- 
payer who might wish to peruse them. These papers were of 
great consequence. There was a charter of Philip, Bishop 
of Durham, which granted to the burge:<sses of Gateshead 
every privilege which the burgesses of Newcastle then en- 
joyed—a charter which, from the circumstance of the 
Bishop of Durham's prerogatives as Prince Palatine, car- 
ried the same weight and authority as if granted by the 
sovereign under the great seal itselr. Then there was an 
inquisition taken before the Sheriff* of Durham, wherein the 
right of the Borough of Gateshead to hold a fair annually, 
as far as the middle of the Bridge, was distinctly proved — 
an order of the Council of the North respecting tne right 
of commoning the town fields, with the original autographs 
■ attached — several charters or conveyances of property, 
wherein the bailiffs of Gateshead appeared as attesting 
witnesses — and several others, wherein the common seal 
(the municipal attestation) was expressly mentioned as 
having been thereunto affixed as evidences of legal and 
proper execution. These documents being held by the 
churchwardens, of course were held in trust for the whole 
parish : they were accessible to all, but being in Latin, 
and the oloset not being, he presumed, either fire-proof 
or thief-proof (laughter,) it was desirable that copies 
and translations should be procured and preser^'ed for 
the information of the public; and if not available for 
the purpose of restoring to the people their undoubted 
property, they would at least be able to show what 
might liave been their property still, had their ancestors 
watched the interests of posterity as carefully as they had 
watched their own. As to the hand bill to which he alluded, he 
was quite sure that it proceeded from a gentleman well ac- 
quainted with the borough property question, and who was 
able, had he been so disposed, to have thrown considerable 
light upon it But it did not seem to snithis purpose to do sa 
He haa alluded to an action tried at Durham between the 
Sunderland stallingers and a tenant of the property, and 
had exultingly proclaimed the opinion of Justice Coleridge, 
and the verdict of the jury, as almost settling the Gateshead 
case. Now what was the fact I The defendant in the case 
referred to resisted payment of the rent on two grounds : — 
1st That the stallingers were a mere company, and conse- 
quently could not sue as a corporation ; and 2nd, That if 
they were a corporation, they could not recover, because in 
that case the property would pass to the new Council Upon 
such a case, the question could not be tried whether the 
stallingers were a municipal corporation or not The plain- 
tiffs did not claim to be one : the defendant did not assert 
that they were one. Neither party was interested in pro- 
ducing any evidence of municipal character, because the 
plaintiffs did not wish to be so considered, and the defend- 
ant contended that the simple proof of being a " body cor- 
porate" was sufficient to answer his purpose. The question 
of municipal character, therefore, was undecided, and the 
special pleading of the ** Burgess" was so much valuable 
time unfortunately wasted. The ** Burpess" (continued 
Mr. B.) takes great pains to tell you what is not a munici. 
pal corporation, yet never attempU to instruct you what is 
necessary to constitute such a body. How could he expect 
vou, unprofessional as you are, to decide whether the 
Iwrough -holders were a municipal corporation or not, unless 
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lie ^v« y<m a proper defisitioii of the term ? This was 
disingenuous, because I am certain be <!Ould have done so. 
He eould have referred you to the Municipal Act, and 
toU you, that in the 92nd clause of that Act tiie municipal 
character of the corporations is to be found. The reoeivmg 
the rents and profits of the property of the community—the 
purchasing, selling, exchanging, improving and defending 
that property, under a corporate name and seal — and the ap- 
plication of all such recemtsto the improvement of the town, 
and the general welfare of its inhabitants — ^thesearethe mu- 
nicipal corporate qualities which the borough-holders, in 
ooaimon with half the corporations of England, enjoyed and 
exercised previous to the passing of the CorooraUon Re- 
form Act It is clear that if once a municipal corporation, 
they could not by any act of their own cease to be so. They 
could not, by abusing their trust, divest themselves of their 
municipal character, and the public of their common pro 
perty. These things, both the writer and printer of the hand- 
bill Know full well. Indeed, the latter, Mr. John Akenhead, 
as Mr. B. understood, absolutel^r refused, for a length of time, 
to leceive his share of the division of the rents (an unmuni- 
cipal act, which only commenced seven years aigo), on the 
express ground that it was the duty of the borough holders 
to apply the money to purposes of public utility. His 
Printer's Devil (laughter) might, therefore, have remarked, 
in a note, that his master was not answerable for the con- 
tents of the letter. Mr. B., in conclusion, said- -I cannot 
suspect the slightest difference of opinion upon the motion. 
I will not anticipate any difficulty in carrying it into execu- 
tion. One of the churchwardens being present compels me 
not to say so much respecting him as I might have acne in 
his absence, but this I will say, that however these gentle- 
men may have differed with many of you and myself on the 
property question — whatever their private feelings may be. 
I have that perfect reliance upon their respectability and 
impartiality, that forbidti me for a moment to believe that 
thejr will not most cheerfully affi>rd every facili^ to the 
Town Clerk to carry my proposition into effect 

Mr. Jambs Hymbrs seconded the motion. 

Mr. SowBasT : I think that after the CourVof Kins's 
Bench refused to grant a mandamus to compel them to &- 
liver up the books and papers, it is hardly likely that they 
win surrender them to us merely at our request 

Mr. Bkockbtt : This motion does not ask them to do so. 

Mr. SowERBY : It asks for copies. 

Mr. Brockett : Yes. it asks for copies of certain docu- 
ments! in the hands of tne vestry-clerk and churchwardens, 
and the mandamus was not applied for against them, nor 
were these the papers to which Mr. Sowerby refers. The 
mandamus had rererenoe to papers in the hands of the bo- 
rough holders and freemen. The motion before the Council 
calls for copies of public documents in the hands of the 
churchwardens, which without question belong to the inha- 
bitants. 

Mr. Price : They have no riffht to keep tbem back from 
the public. I have no notion of things being done in the 
dark. Let us have everything brought to the light, that we 
may have a fair and amicable understanding in the town. 
I recommend the churchwardens to allow the papers to be 
copied off, that every inhabitant may enjoy the benefit of 



Mr. Brockett : I have no doubt that they will. 

Mr. Sowerbt : I thought they were already accessible to 
all ratepayers f 

Mr. BaocKEiT : But they are in Latin, and perhaps all 
the ratepayers cannot read them. 

The Mayor put the motion, and it was carried nern. can, 

Mr. Brockett then gave notice, that at the next meeting 
of the Council he would bring forward a motion respecting 
the borough property. 

[We commena the conduct of Mr. Cummins, one of the 
chnrehwardens, who was present at the meeting, in his ca. 
pacity of a Councillor, and evinced not the slightest dispo. 
Mtion to disturb the unanimity of the vote in favour of Mr. 



Brockett's motion^ thus making himself a party to the ap* 
pUcation for copies of the documents in question. JQTe, 
therefore, cannot be expected to offer any opposition to the 
wishes of the Council ; nor, indeed, can we suppose that 
his coUeagnes will demur to grant the request conveyed in 
the raolutioB.— Ed. O. O.] 



abolition of nboro apprbnticeship. 

Mr. Kowktree moved the adoption of a petition to 
Parliament for the immediate and unconditional enmndpa- 
tion of the negroes of the West Indies : the petition to the 
Lords to be pre:<enled by the Duke of Cleveland, and th fft 
to the Commons by Mr. Rippon. 

Mr. Cummins seconded the motion, and it was unani- 
mously adopted. The meeting was then adjourned to 
Wednesday, June 6. 

A RATE PAYER respectfully requesto the 
Churchwardens of Gatesnead to answer the follow- 
ing question : Which of the Churchwardens holds the Key 
of the VciU'y Closet, in which the old Charters, Books, aad 
Writings, are or were deposited? 
Gateshead, April 19ih,183a 

Meeting of the Borouoh-holders and Frsb- 
MEN.— [^rom a CorrespondenLV-The half-yearly meeting 
of these gentlemen was held on the 14th May, at Uie Anchor, 
age, it having been postponed from the 1st May (the usual 
day of meeting) by the Stewards, for the purpose, according 
to their circular, of enabling them to bring the May-day 
rents to account About thirty pei'sons were present, Mr. 
Joshua Greene in the chair. Mr. William Hymers inquired 
whether Mr. P. Freeman had complied with the resolutions 
of the former meeting respecting tne piece of ground. Mr. 
Willis replied, that he believed Mr. Freeman had declined 
doing so, but Mr. Thomas Robinson could speak to the fact 
Mr. R., however, was not present Mr. W.4ijmen thought 
the Stewards should ascertain Mr. Freeman's determination 
on the matter. Mr. H. then proceeded about the Brick MiU. 
He said that afler various deliberations and discussions 
by the Committee, they had at last found that it would an. 
swer no purpose to convert the mill into tenements. Mr. 
Swinburne here interrupted Mr. H., and said he was leady 
to read the statement of the accounts — which was read ac- 
cordingly. The balance of the last account, he said, was 
£81 17s. i|<l. ; and the balance on the present occasion, in 
the hands of the stewards, was £105 7s. 0^. [This balaince 
being only £23 9s. 7|<1. more than that of last half-year's 
account, it would appear that the expenditure during the 
last half-year must nave swallowed up nearly the wh^e of 
the last November and the present May-daj rents; an ex- 
penditure, of which, unfortunately, no particulars were raid 
to the meeting.] Mr. W. Hymers resumed the subject of the 
Brick Mill, observing that it was a very important question, 
what was to be done with it Something must be done. Mr. 
Price proposed that the mill should be pulled down, thema- 
terials sold, and the proceeds paid over to the mortgagee, 
Mr. Henry Smith, but the motion was not seconded. Mr. 
W. Hymers then proposed that the mill be pulled down, and 
the materials usea in building four houses upon the site, 
when it was asked whether Mr. Smith would sanction such 
a proceeding. This question having been answerol in the 
amrmative, the motion was carried. The appointment of 
stewards was then considered. Mr. Wylam proposed the 
re-election of the old Stewards, but Mr. W. Hymers thought 
they should be relieved, particularly Mr. Greene, for they 
had had a hard time of it during the period they had held 
the office, and he proposed Mr. Wylam. Mr. Bawling was 
named as another Steward, but Mr. W. Hvmers thought 
that a better pair of Stewards than Mr. Wylam and Mr. 
Nicholas Andrews could not be selected ; in which opinion 
the meeting seemed to concur. These two gentlemen were 
then chosen Stewards for the ensuing year. Mr. W. Hymers 
next proposed Mr. Willis as Secretary, without, however, 
naming any salary. This appointment also was confirmed. 
Mr. W. Hymers also proposed that the Stewards should em- 
ploy a collector of the rents, and that in future they be coU 
leuted ouar/er///— the remuneration of the collector being le t 
to the discretion of the Stewards. Mr. W. Hymers further pro- 
posed that the Windmill Hills should be let for building sites 
on lease — ^remarking that as the Stallingers of Sunderland, 
according to a paragraph in the Oateskead Obterver^ coukl 
not be disposessed of their property without an Act of Par- 
liament, the Gateshead case might be considered settled.— 
Mr. Willis (at the request of Mr. W. Hymers) read the pa- 
ragraph headed <* Freemen and StaBingert of Snnderlaniy" 
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which appeared in last week's Obsefyer$ but the leaned I 
centleman gave no opinion upon it Mr. W. Hymcrs 
then resumed, and said that the property was private, and 
there was no danger whatever of molestation. Mr. Swin- 
burne having read the motion as amended, viz., that a com- 
mittee be appointed to consider what was best to be done for 
the improvement of the property, and report to a special 
meeting, to be held hereafter, the motion was carried, after 
a remark by Mr. Price that no time should be lost, as now was 
the season for building. The meeting was then dissolved. 
—[With respect to the paragraph in the Observer, to which 
Mr. W. Hymers referred, it is necessary to explain, that 
Mr. Councillor Moore, in stating his opinion to the Coun- 
cil of Sunderland that the property could not be recovered 
from the Stollingers by law, gave, at the same time, his 
reason for such opinion, which was simply this — that the 
StaUingers and Freemen were not mentioned in the sche- 
dule of the Municipal Act; and the Act of Parliament 
for which he wished the Council to apply, was an Act to 
amend the Municipal Act, by placing the Freemen and 
Stallingers in the schedule, in the same manner as the Bo- 
rough-holders and Freemen of Gateshead are at present— 
E©. G. O.] 

NEGRO EMANCIPATION. 

THE PETITION of the Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Councillors of the Borough of Gateshead, 
in Council assembled, unanimously adopted (on the motion 
of Mr. Councillor Rowntree, seconded by Mr. Councillor 
Cummins,) at a Quarterly Meeting, held on the 9ih day of 
May, 1838.— 
To the Honourable the Commons of the United Kingdom of 

Great Britain and Ireland, in Parliament assembled. 
The Petition of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Councillors of 
the Borough of Gateshead, 
Humbly sHEWEXHr-That your petitioners, actuated by 
a deep regard for the best interests or their country, and a 
sincere desire that it may preserve its honour unsulhed, 
and its character for justice untarnished, appeal to vour 
Honourable House to express their deep regret at the deci- 
sion come to by your Honourable House on the subject of 
N^ro Apprenticeship in the West Indies. 

That according to evidence of the most clear and conclu- 
sive character, confirmed by some noble and philanthropic 
owners of West India estates, and officially admitted to be 
correct by the Secretary for the Colonies, the act of 1833, 
whioh was designed to abolish Slavery, substitute in lieu 
thereof a system of apprenticeship, and give to the emanci- 
pated negroes full and effisctual protection in person and 
Sroperty, (and for which the people of this country have paid 
te enormous sum of £2Ofi00fiQ0 sterling^ has been evaded 
by some of the Colonial Legislatures, and openly viokted 
and resisted by a large majority of the planters. 

That your petitioners, for the foregoing reasons, are firmly 
of opinion that the compact made by the British Legisla- 
ture on behalf of the people, by the act of 1833, with the 
owners of slaves, has been broken by the slave-owners 
themselves, and that such compact is therefore null and void. 
That your petitioners have no confidence that an^ enact- 
ment of your Honourable House, short of full and immedi- 
ate emancipation, can efiectually protect the negroes from 
that cruelty and oppression to which they have so long been 
subjected ; and that, in the opinion of your petitioners, any 
other measure will have a strong tendency to injure the best 
interests of the country, by destroying the confidence of the 
people in the justice or the Legislature. 

Your petitioners, therefore, eamestiy pray your Honoura- 
ble House to pass an act for the full and immediate libera- 
tion of the negroes in all the British Colonies. 

And your petitioners will ever pray, &c. 
Given under the Corporate Common Seal of the Bo- 
rouffh of Gateshead, and signed by order and on be- 
half of the Council, 

J. POLLOCK, Mayor. 
It was also resolved, that a similar petition be presented 
to the House of Lords : that Cuthbert Rippon, Esq., the 
Member for the Borough, be requested to present the peti- 
tion lo the Commons ; and that the petition to the Lords be 
•ntHMted to his Grace the Diika of Cleveland. 



I' 



The King's Meadows. — An interestingf' history 
attaches to the little Island in the River Tyne which bears 
this name, and which, on Ascensim day, presents so gay and 
' festive a scone. From its name many people are led to 
suppose that it is the property of the crown ; whereas, in 
reality, it belongs to tne present Coun'ess of Coventrv. 
The way in which it came into her ladyship's family strongly 
illustrates the advantages of our free constitution. A boy 
of the name of Moses, born in the neighbourhood of Wol- 
singham, commenced his cai'eer in life as a humble loot-boy 
in a family of the name of Mowbray, residing at Manor 
House near Lanchester, a property lately parohased by 
John Fawcett, Esq. of Durham. The young man a.ouittea 
himself so well, and displayed such quickness, that he was 
sent by his master to a friend residing in Hull, a partner in 
a firmextcnsively engaged in the Baltic trade. Here bis 
ood qualities were soon disco\ ei-ed and appreciated. From 
lis menial duties he was advanced to those of an under 
clerk in the counting house, and sometime afterwards sent 
out as resident agent to the firm, in Riga, where his integ- 
rity and business talent induced his employers to admit him 
to a small share. On his return to this country he married 
a lady with thirty thousand pounds. She dying shortly 
after their union,he married another lady with a like fortune, 
and the same fate attending her, he married a third, who 
was also mistress of thirty thousand pounds. By this time 
Mr. Moses was a man of immense weedth, part of which he 
laid out in purchasing property in his native county. One of 
the estates thus acquired is near his native place, Wolsing- 
ham — another in the neighbourhood of Easington — a third 
at Knitsley in the parish of Lanchester — and a fourth the 
King's Meadows. The issue of his three matrimonial specu- 
lations was an only daughter. Heiress to such immense 
wealth, no wonder that she became Duchess of St. Albans ; 
and as her property was entailed upon herself and her chil- 
dron. it descended to her only chila-<-a daughter, who mar- 
ried Lord Deerhurst, now Earl of Coventry. 

Value of the Manor of GatesreaI). — Bj a 
Report on Church Leases, presented last year to the House 
of Commons, we find that tne lease of the Manor of Gates- 
head was renewed on the 22d of July, 1835, for 21 years, at 
a fine of £545 4s. 5d.; that its annuiU value was then esti- 
mated at £2,656 3s. fid. ; and that its annual rent to the 
See of Durham is £113 16s. Id., of which £100 has been 
granted in augmentation of Gateshead Fell Rectory. A 
lease of St Helen's Close was also renewed at the same time. 
Its annual value was £67; its annual rent, £3 5s. 6d.^ and 
the fine on the renewal, £14 6s. Cuthbert Ellison, Esq., is 
lessee of the Manor of Gateshead. 

Gateshead Union. — At the meetings of the 
Board, on the 5th June, (Mr. J. Cowen in the chair,) Mr. 
Rowntree called the attention of the Guardians to the notice 
of their previous meeting, published in the Observer of the 
26th ult, and especially to the remark therein attributed to 
the Rev. Mr. Plummer, viz., that Mr. Foreman had neyer 
been to Heworth, the publication of which statement, in his 
(Mr. R.'s) opinion, was calculated seriously to injure that 
officer; but Mr. J. Robson thought that the subject had 
better stand over until Mr. Plummer was present, and the 
Guardians then proceeded to take into consideration the 
applications for relict These having been disposed of, 
Mr. James Hymers produced a copy of the poll at the elec- 
tion in March last, bearing the signature of Mr. John 
Hodgson, one of the overseers ; and at the head of the poll 

Si our readers already know) was the name of Mr. Brockett 
r. H. also produced a valuation of Mr. Brockett's resi- 
dence, by Mr. Forster Walker and Mr. Charles Pearson, 
'builders, showing that it was of the annual value of £25, 
and therefore rendered Mr. B. eligible to hold office as a 
Guardian. Mr. Hymers, after submitting these papers to 
the notice of the Board, proposed that Mr. Brockett he 
heard on the subject Mr. Rowntree objected to the pro. 
posal as irregular: he thought the Guardians could not 
interfere in the matter. Mr. Joshua Greene was of opinion 
that the question had better be postponed till the receipt of the 
Commissioners' answer to the letter addressed to them by 
the Board, The Guardians, however, agreed to hear Mr. 
Brockett (who was present during the preceding discussion) ; 
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and Mr. B. then spoke at some length in support of his title 
to a seat at the Board. At the conclusion of his address, 
Mr. Hymers moved—** That, in the opinion of this Board, 
Mr. William Henrv Brockett was duly elected a Guardian 
of the Gateshead tlnion, at the election in Mar. h last, and 
ought to have been returned by the Churchwardens and 
Overseers." Mr. Samuel Hillaby seconded the motion; and 
G. H. Ramsay, Esq., Mr. Joshua Watson, and Mr. Cowen 
gave it their support. Mr. Rowntree spoke in oppositionto 
the motion, and the Board divided, wnen there were only 
two Guardians dissentient, and the motion was declared to 
be carried. Mr. Brockett then seated himself with the otlier 
Guardians, and took part in the future proceedings of the 
Board. Mr. Rowntree brought foi-ward his motion for the 
addition of £30 to the saJajy of Mr. Foreman, and Mr. 
Hillaby seconded the motion. Mr. Mawer moved, as an 
amendment,that tlie increase be£lO. Mr. Hymers seconded 
the motion. Mr. Ramsay moved that the sum be £20, and 
Mr. Robert Robson seconded the amendment. Mr. Rown- 
tree and Mr. Mawer then withdrew their motions, and Mr. 
Ramsay's was carried. A letter was i*ead from Mr. Forster, 
steward to Cuthbert Ellison, Esq., offering the two acres of 
land near the Bam Close, selected as a site for the new 
workhouse, at the rate of £1,000 per acre. Referred to the 
Building Committee.— Mr. Mawer pave notice, that at the 
next meeting, he would propose an increase of £5 to Mrs. 
Cleghom's salary.— [In our last i)aragraph, the Rev. Mr. 
Plummer was stated to have said, that Mr. Foreman 
never attended at Heworth, and we cannot learn that we 
gave the rev. gentleman's woiils incorrectly ; but we have 
reason to believe, that Mr. Foreman certainly has been in 
the habit of regularly attending at the place in question, 
whatever Mr. Plummer may have said to the contrary.— 
Ed. G. O.] 

THE GATESHEAD TOWN COUNCIL. 

p Jambs Pollock, Esq., Mayor. 
couNCiLLoas. p Foirbairn, J. p Priee, Joseph 
Attwood, C. p QraluuD, E. p Revcly, Thos. 
p Brockett,W.H./> Hymers, J. p Robson, Jos. 
p Gout, Jos. p Hymen, W. p Robson, Robt. 
p Cummins, T. Johnson, J. B. p Rowntree, W. 
ion, T. p Davidson, J. p Matcbitt, B. p Sowcrby, Geo. 

Davis, Robt [Tbo^e roarkud p were present] 

An adjourned quarterly meeting of the Council was hdd 
in the Townhall, on Wednesday, June 6th. 

STREET-ACT ASSESSMENT AND TTATCH RATE. 

The Town Clerk, after reading the minutes of the pre- 
vious meeting, laid before the Council a draft of the pro- 
ceedings of the Watch Committee, from which it appeared 
that the collectors of the Gateshead Street Act Assessment 
and Watch Rate for the last year had collected the following 
sums :— £ 8. d. 

Street Act Assessment fil7 14 6 

Watch Rate 136 18 8 , 

And that they had paid to the Treasurer the whole of the 
latter sum, and£l over and above the former, owing to 
some error in the rate- book. The Watch Committee had 
ordered payment to the collector of a poundage of 2} per 
cent on the amount collected, and also of the sum of £1 
over. paid. The accounts of the treasurer of the Street Act 
for the last year had been audited and allowed. The balance 
in hand was £81 12s. 9d. 

The Council confirmed the proceedings of the Watch 
Committee in respect to the foregoing matters. 

PUBLIC PUMP. 

The question of re-erecting a pump on the west side of 
High-street, opposite to the shop of Mr. Cummins, was 
brought under consideration ; but from a report made by 
the Footpath Committee, it appeared that there was a pros- 
pect of obtaining a supply of better water at the foot of 
West-street, where a pump would stand more conveniently 
than in High-street, and tne subject was therefore deferred. 

THE FLAGS AND PAVEMEKT. 

The Town Clerk read the following resolution of the 
Encroachment Committee, adopted in conseuuence of repre- 
sentations which had been made to them oi inconvenience 
sustained by the public :— 



ALDBBMBV, 

Abbot, John 
p Barras, J. 
p Hall, Mich. 

Hawks, Q, 
p Wilson, T. 



That it be an instruction to the surveyor of the Gateshead Street 
Act to apply the penal remedies of that act against any person or 
company breaking or taking up the fla^^ or pavement of any of the 
streets within the limita of the act; end that in case the Gas Com- 
pany, Water Company, or any person or persons, require the streets 
to be taken up for amy purpose, they do give notice to the' surveyor, 
and that he do employ the workmen to be employed ; and that the 
expense be cbarj^d to and paid by the company or person at whose 
wish it shall be incurred. 

The Council confirmed this order, and directed that a 
copy thereof should be sent to the Gas Company and Water 
Company. 

THE RAILWAY AND THB PUBLIC ROADS. 

The Encroachment Committee reporte«l, that the Brand- 
ling Junction Railway Company had failed to remove the 
nuisance complained of by the inhabitants who petitioned 
the Council on the state of the footpath through Greene's 
Field ; that the footpath under the railway-bridge near that 
field was almost impassable ; that the path from the bridge 
to Mr. Graham's gate was obstructed for want of a drain ; 
that the committee, concurring with the surveyors of the 
highways, recommended that the railway company should 
not be permitted to raise the road in Half-moon-lane, till 
they had made a road in West-street and on the south 
side of the railway, to the satisfaction of the surveyors ; and 
that the surveyors be recjuested to watch the progress of the 
works of the railway bridge in High-street, and enforce the 
Gateshead Street Act for the removal of any unnecessary 
obstmctions that might be created by the workmen. 

This Report (a copv of which had been sent to the clerk 
of tlje works of the Brandling Junction Railway) was re- 
ceived and approved by the Council. 

PUBLIC WELLS. 

The • Encroachment Committee further reported, that 
several wells in the Rabbit Banks had been removed, in con- 
sequence of their sites having been covered by the mound 
now forming for tlic railway at the Pothouse-quay. The 
water had been conducted underneath the mound to a trough 
on the north side thereof, near to the public house now 
building for Mr. Proctor; and a leaden pipe from the 
house was inserted in the trough, and reached so near to the 
bottom, that the water could be drawn off at any time, to 
the injury of the public. The committee therefore recom- 
mended that the pipe should not be allowed to remain. 

Mr. Fa irdairn remarked,thatMr. Proctor, he understood, 
had no desire to monopolize, but merely inserted the pipe 
that his family might obtain their supply of water more 
conveniently : they would take no more from the fountain 
than it they were to go to the door with pails. However, 
Mr P. was ready to do just as the Council recommended. 

A Councillor saiA that Mr. Proctor had already re- 
moved the pipe; and the water-question was therefore 
dropped. 

THE BOROUGH-PROPERTT. 

The Town Clerk stated, that on the day of the last 
meeting of the Council (May 9), he had, as instructed, ad- 
dressed a letter to the churchwardens of Gateshead, on the 
subject of the charters and documents in their custody. 
Having had no reply to that letter^ he yesterday (June 5) 
wrote a second time, and in the evening received the follow- 

ing note : — , ,««« 

Gateshead, dth June, 1638. 

Dear Sir,— As soon as the answer to your letter of the »lh May, 
whi^U written, is signed by all the churchwardens it wUl be ^nt 
to you, in time for the Council meeting to morrow, which I was not 
awaw of Ull laat night. I «n, dear sir, 

Tours very obediently, 

William Kcll, Esq. Jo^' Willis. 

This morning, about five minutes before the hour of naeet- 

ing, he (the Town Clerk) received the letter alluded to in 

Mr. Willis's note, and would now read it to the Council .— 

Gateshead, 4th June, 1638. 

Sir.— The churchwardens of this parish have taken into conside- 
i-ation the resoluUon of the Council of the BorouA of the »th of 
May, a copy of which you addressed to them ; by which resolaUoo, 
you. as Town.Clerk, are directed to procure copies of tte charters 
and documents which, it is sUted, are, or were, in one of the vestry- 
rooms of the church of this parish, in the custody of the vestnr-^« 
or churchwardens; and in your letter enclosing the copy ofUie iwo- 
luUon, you state that you would be glad to ba informed of an ar- 
rangement for your making the copies desired. 
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The object of Che reaolation, in directing oopiea to be procuxvd, 
«nd translations made, of the charters and documents therein refer- 
red to, is stated to be, '* to afford every possible information to the 
inhabitants of Gateshead upon matters connected with the question 
at issue between the Council and the late Stewards of the Borough 
of Gateshead;" an ol^ect which is proposed to be attained at the ex- 
pence of the rate*paying inhabitants of the parish. 

Our answer to the resolution of the Council is, that as ohurohwar- 
dens we have nothing to do with the question at issue betwteen the 
Council and the late Stewards of the Borough of GatMhead, and we 
decline furnishing the Council with copies of the charters, and docu- 
ments reftrred to in the their resolution ; but we beg to state, that 
we are ready to afford any rate-payer of Gateshead an opportunity 
of inspecting such charters and doouments as are in our custody ; 
aud that, if desired, we will, a< the expense of the perton* requeiting 
it, cause copies to be made of any of them ; but we do not consider 
ourselves at liberty to make any other arrangement for the making 
of the oopies required. 

We think it ri^t to add, that the Member of the Council who 
moved the resolution, had aooess to. and took copies of, and made 
extracts ftxnn, the very charters and documents to which his motion 
refers, for the purpose of enabling him to publish a " History of 
Gateshead;*' and we are also aware, that you had the inspection and 
examination of the same charters and documents, and eveiy opportu- 
nity afforded you by the vestry derk of taking copies of and making 
extracts from them ; and that the substance of such of them as were 
deemed essential, on the part of the Council, was introduced into the 
case upon which the Council obtained the opinion of Mr. Sergeant 
Talfourd, in February, 1836. The expenses incurred on that account 
have already been defrayed by the rate-paying inhabitants of the pa- 
rish, and as rate-payers we decidedly object to a repetition of such 
expenoes, more especially when we have reason to believe that the 
Member of the Coundl who suggested the resolution, and your- 
self, the public officer of that body, have the means of furnishing all 
the information desired. 
We are. Sir, 

Toor very obedient servants, 

Joseph Willis, 
Thomas Cummins, 
. Nicholas Anderws, 
Churdiwardens of St. Mary's, Gateshead. 

To William Kell, Esq., Town Clerk, Gateshead. 

Mr. CouT observed that the letter was signed by only 
three of the four churchwardens of the parish. 

Mr. Brockett requested the Town Clerk to read the 
names of the members who were present at the last meeting 
of the Council, when the resolution relating to the charters 
and documents was unanimously adoptcvi. 

The Town Clerk read ttie names, and the Council 
laug^hed when he came to that of Mr. Cummins. 

Mr. BaocKETT next requested that the names of the 
churchwardens who had signed the letter should be read. 

The Town Clerk : The names aie—" Joseph Willis, 
Thomas Cummins O&ughter), and Nicholas Andrews." 

Mr. Brockett : Under the cireumstances, I shall not 
to-day bring forward the motion of whic)] I gave notice at 
the last meeting of the Council. I consider it right that 
the public should first have an opportunity of perusing and 
considering this ingenuous letter, and therefore I postpone 
my motion till the next meeting. 

Mr. SowERBY : This is a strange wa^ of going on--you 
have now put off your motion three times. It is trifling 
with our time. 

Mr. Brockett : If Mr. Sowcrby begrudges the loss of 
his time in attending to vote on the motion, I can bring it 
foru'ard now. But perhaps, as it procures for the public the 
attendance in Council of gentlemen who would otherwise be 
absent, the best thing I could do would be to keep it on the 
books for ever. (Laughter.) 

Mr. RowNTRKE : As Mr. Cummins is here, who was 
present when the resolution was unanimously passed, and 
who has nevertheless signed the letter iust read, I wish to 
ask him, and he will perhaps say, why he refuses copies of 
the documents, afler Joining with us in asking for themf 

Mr. Cummins (aner a pause) : In answer to Mr. Rown- 
tree, I have to say that everything is stated in the letter 
tliat it U necessary ; and I won't pretend to make any re. 
marks whatever here as churehwarden. 

Mr. Price : Won't you explain your vote as a Coun- 
cillor! 

Mr. Cummins : I didn*t vote. 

Mr. Price : The motion was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Cummins: Several Councillors didn't vote. 

Mr. RowNTREE : 'Iliere is so much mystification and 
casuistry in the letter, that it is far from satisfactory, and I 
wish to know from Mr. Cummins if he is unable or unwilling 
to give us any further ^planation } 



Mr. Price : Both. (Great langhter.) 

PUMP AT THE SOUTH SHORE. 

The Town Clerk (at the request of Mr. Revbly) read 
a letter from Messrs. David Haggie & Son, of the South 
Shore Ropery, recommending the re-erection of a pump in 
Robson's-yard. * 

Mr. Revely stated, that on the receipt of this letter, he 
went to the spot, and round that there was a well of excellent 
water, in which there had formerly been a pump j and as it 
was in a convenient situation for the public, and, as he was 
informed, yielded a good supply all the Vear round, be 
thought it right to bring the subject before the Council 
Perhaps they would refer it to the Watch Committee. 

Mr. RowNTREE thought that the well did not come 
within the iurisdiction or the Street Act; and if so, the 
Council had no fund from which they could defray the cost 
of the suggested improvement 
Mr. Revely said that the old pump was kept in repair 
% by the Comimssionei*s of the Street Act. 
j Here Mr. W. Hymers entered the room; and Mr. 

i Brockett suggested, that the Town Clerk, in recording 
> the names of those present at the meeting, snould insert a 
I note that Mr. Hymers did not make his appearance till 
J twenty minutes past one o'clock, in order that the worthy 
i Councillor should not get the blame or credit of what had 
passed previous to his arrival (Laughter.) 

carr's hill reservoir. 
The Town Clerk read a letter from Mr. H. A. Mitchell 
to Mr. Aid. Wilson, stating that he had been engaged in en- 
deavouring to further the wishes of the Council, in respect 
to the provision required for obtaining a supply of water 
from Carr's Hill Reservoir, and that he hoped to be in a 
condition to make some definite communication on the sub- 
ject on the 9th inst 

pothouse -QUAY. 

Mr. Aid. Wilson stated, that nothing had yet been done 
by the Railway Company to restore to the public the slip 
or watering-place at the Pothouse-quay. He had that day 
seen the chairman of the Board of Directors on the subject, 
and that gentleman said that they had not yet had time to 
make the road, but it should certainly be formed. 

IMPROVEMENT IN PIPE WELLO ATE. 

Mr. Price addressed the Council at considerable length 
on the subject ol the premises in Pipewdlgate, held by him 
on lea.se under the Dean and Chapter of Durham, and 
which he wished the Council to take, that they mij^ht widen 
the road, ^ not for the mere convenience of Mr. Price 
(laughter), but the good of the puMic altogether." The 
lease had upwards of nine years to run, and he had received 
an offer of renewal on payment of J^44 Is. lOd., including 
fine and fees, which, however, he had not yet paid, preferring 
to wait the decision of the Council The property yielded 
him an annual rent of about £32; and if he nad'been the 
sciewing sort of man some represented (laughter), he might 
have made it yield much more. 

After much time had been lost, without any definite pro- 
posal being made to the Council on the subject, Mr. 
Brockett said, that if Mr. Price had paid the fine and 
fees, he would have given stronger evidence than he had 
vet afforded of his opinion as to the value of the property : 
lie would move, that the Council dismiss the subje4'.t, unless 
Mr. Price would at once make a positive ofler. 

Mr. Price : You shall have tne property for £200, and 
not for no less. 

The Town Clerk: Before or after the renewal of the 
lease! 

Mr. Price : Now. 

The Town Clerk : Then we should have to pay £914, 
if we renewed. 

Mr. Price : I thought you did not wish to renew, but to 
get the property awav. 

Mr. Brockett : I move that Mr. Price's oflfer be not ac- 
cepted. 

Mr. RowNTREE : And I second the motion. 

The Mayor put the motion to the Council, and it was 
carried nem, con. 

Mr. RowNTREE said, that as Mr. Price seemed anxious 
for the improvement, and talked of taking the property, and 
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^» rebaild it fiurther bade— if he did to, and left a raeess of 9 
feet, he would recotnmend the Council to take the ground 
at a fair valuation. 

Mr. Prics: I ahall have no more to do with it 
(Laughter.) 

^ THB COROHATION. 

The TowK Clbrk said, that as the Council would most 
mM^lj not meet again till alter the Coronation day, he 
fawiii^t it right to draw their attention to that event, that 
they might now decide what arrangements should be made 
fiw its ooflbration in Gateshead. 

After « abort conversation, it was resolved that the 
Comeil ahonld assemble at 12 o'clock on the Coronation 
day> to vote « loyal and dutiful Address to the Queen ; and 
tnat a Committee should be formed to make arrangements 
lor a Public Dinner, &cw--(See advt in another column.) 

The Kino's Meadows. — ^The little history we 
gave of the King's Meadows, exactly three weeks ago, duly 
appeared last Saturday in one of the ^ District Editions " of 
the Iwo-pemnf JovRNAi^-an excllent specimen of the ''late 
intdligenoe with which its poor readers are supplied. We 
omitted to mention, in our notice, that Mr. Moses, when he 
became the owner of thelitde island, had a brother in New- 
castle, an extensive butcher, who farmed some fields on the 
main-land opposite; and it is supposed that the accommo- 
dation of his brother (the grazing of stock) in some degree 
influenced him in the purchase. Mr. Moses, of Newcastle, 
is still remembered l^ old persons in the town. 



THE OPENING OF THE NEWCASTLE AND 
CARLISLE RAILWAY. 

The opening of this important line of road, throughout 
its whole extent, as we have stated in former numbers of the 
Observer, was fixed for Monday, June 18. Portions of the line, 
viz. from Redheugh, near Oateshead, to Uaydon Bridge, 
and from Oreenhead to Carlisle, were opened some time 
ago ; and to complete the railway- communication between 
the termM, it only lenuuDed that the road from Haydon 
Bridge to Oreenhead shouM be thrown open. Last week, 
the arrangements for the accomplishment of this object were 
completed.; and great was the excitement created in the 
public mind by the knowledge that the whole line would be 
opened on the 18th of Juoe--a day chosen by the Directors 
as the anniveraaiy of the memorable battle of Waterloo ; 
tbdr object being, we presume, to fix the popular attention 
on an epoch whence we calculate the fruits of Wdlington's 
crowning victory, viz. a long reign of uninterrupted peace, in 
which, if the sword has not literally been beaten into the 
pmnin^-hook, the iron of Britain has been extensively em- 
ployed in the formation of railways, iuittead of being wu- 
verted into instruments of war.— For the accommodation of 
their friends, the Directors issued several hundreds of 
tickets, with billeto on the Coffee House and the Bush Inn, 
CarUsle ; and there were also tickets on sale, intended for 
parties who wished to make the trip, t^oA had received no 
express invitation. At an eariy hour in the morning, the 
inhabitants begpm to wend their way in the direction of the 
Redheugh station— some to secure their places in the trains 
—others as spectators of the procession ; and long before 
the appointed nour of starting, the south banks of ue Tyne 
at Redheugh, and Rlswick fields on the opposite side of tlie 
river, were crowded with persons of every age and degree. 
On the river, too, there were numerous parties in boats, 
gigs^ and steamers, moving to and fro, and lending ani- 
mation and picturesque efifect to the pleasing scene. The 
arrival of the visitors fit>m Carlisle, which was expected to 
take place at nine o'clock, was anxiously looked for; but 
the hour came, and no trains made their appearance. The 
people became impatient, for they had Aready surveyed 
over and over again all that was to be seen at the station, 
and, having no novelties to occupy their attention, were 
idgetty after having waited so long for the first movemenU 
on the line. The degant and powerful locomotive engines, 
the workmanship of Messrs. Hawks & Thompson and or 
Messrs. Hawthorn, had been examined and acbnired ; also 
the splendid and luxurious carriages constructed by Messrs. 
Bumup & Son, equalling, if not surpassing, both in comfort 
and appeacanoe, thejmvate eamages of the wealthiest 
noUesof theliikL The flags, too, had been read and re- 



read— ^ The Glorious 18th of June," * Plmnmer snd Per- 
severance,** '^ The March of Intellect Exemplified," " Gentle 
in Manners, Victorious in Deed,** and ^ Vapor vmcit 
omnia" — a parody by the Directors which evidently puzzled 
many of the loungers at the railway-station, whose progress 
in the " march of intellect" had not been so " persevering*' 
as that of the worthv Chairman, ** Mr. Plummer." When 
ten o'clock had nearlhr arrived, music was heard in the dis- 
tance, and soon the Eden came dashing idong the line, with 
a long train of carriages altached| bringing the Corporation 
of Carlisle and a numerous body of mends. In compli- 
ment to Newcastle, the Carlisle biand, which occupied one 
of the carriages, played ** Wed may the keel row'* as the 
** snorting monster* moved majestically to the station ; and 
when the train stopped— ye gods! — ^what a Paradise of 
Houris from the West did the modem Eden give out, to 
charm the sober citizens of the East— a dazzling galaxy of 
dark-eyed In-unettes, and fair Saxon dames : studiously 
culled, we suspect, from the fair inhabitants of Cumberland, 
by the cunning Directors^ to inspire the youth of the Tyne 
to make frequent steam- pilgrimages to ^ merry Carlisle, to 
the loss of their hearts and Uieir cash — the former on behalf 
of the damsels on the Eden, and the latter for the benefit of 
the railway.proprietors. However this may have been ar- 
ranged, certes Carlisle was honoured in the bright daughters 
to whom she gave holiday on Monday ; and they were well 
worthy of the warm ** salute" which thejr received from the 
gallant Mayor and Corporation of Newcastle on their arri- 
val—a salute, that is, through the medium of the Castle 
cannon. At Redheugh, the ladies and their Carlisle beaux 
embarked in the barges of the Mayor and the Trinity 
House, and were conveyed across the river to Newcastle, 
where they were received by the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Councillors. Peter Dixon, Esq. the Mayor of Carlisle, and 
T. £. Headlam, Esq. M.D. the Majot of Newcastle, shook 
hands, and exchanged congratulations on their auspicious 
meetingas the ropresentatives of the wedded municipalities 
of the East and the West, whose marriage «* lines" are 
written in lasting characters of iron : — and from the landing - 

{ilace the two corporate bodies, and their companions, walked 
n procession to the Assembly Rooms, where breakfast wa» 
prepared ; but through some mismanagement, the band of 
music, instead of leading the way, brought up the rear, and 
maintained profound silence, so that the march had a some- 
what funereal aspect, instead of being joyous and exhila- 
rating. Shortly after the arrival of the Eden, the Goliah 
reached the Redheugh station, with other visitors, who were 
conducted to the place of embarkation. At this time, a 
steamer was at the bank, with several persons from New. 
castle; and these having landed, the strangers proceeded to 
enter the vessel. And now the first accident or the day oc- 
curred. The gangway was in bad condition; and when 
twelve or fourteen of our Carlisle friends were on this frail 
platform, it broke down in the middle, and the whole were 
precipitated into the Tyne. Loud was the shriek that rose 
from the hapless sufferers, and from many of the spectators 
on shore; but happily the danger was more apparent than 
real. The tide was so low. that the water was not more 
than from three to four feet deep, and no lives were lost, nor 
was there any serious injury done. All were speedily res- 
cued firom the river, some of them without even a general 
wetting ; but others, less fortunate, had been soused over 
head, and were cut and bruised in the fall. Two ladies 
were of the party who experienced this cold reception on 
their visit; and one of the group, from his portly figure,, 
and rubicund, complacent face, we judged to be a Carlisle 
alderman. This gentleman emerged fi^m the water with- 
out his hat, and cut a very comfortless figure, dripping wet, 
and unbonneted ; but he endured with wonderful good-humour 
his miserable condition, as if he had been quite prepared 
for the rough and inhospitable fisishion in which be was to 
be made " free of the Tyne.** He and his companions pro- 
ceeded to join their friends in Newcastle ; and as the hour 
of starting for Carlisle— eleven o'clock—was now drawing 
near, it was evident that the published arrangements of the 
day would not be observed. It was also equally evident, 
long before this time, that the preparations for the opening 
were very defective ; for although it was intended that the 
passengers should respectively be seated in the trains which 
their tickets indicated, yet no means were adopted to guide 
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them <m their arrival at Redheugh lo the earriages which 
th^ were to oceapy. There were no marks on the trains 
corresponding to the marks on the tickets, and no persons 
in attendance to direct the ticket-holders to their seats. 
Every one was left to shift for himself; and the natural 
consequence was, that the best seats were first occupied. 
The Corporation of Gateshead, headed by James PoUock. 
Bsq. the Mayor of the Borough, being on the ground in good 
time» got well accommodated; but on the arrival of the 
Corporations of Newcastle and Carlisle, about an hour after 
the advertised hour of starting, the seats intended for their 
occupancy were almost all engaged, nor would the ** luckj 
holders" abandon ttieir places. Thus situated, the civic 
functionaries were reduced to the necessity of bunting for 
seats ; and the Chief Magistrates of Carlisle and Newcastle 
were obliged to take refuge in a pig-cart ! Before all were 
placed, and the trains were got into proper order, it was 
nearty one o'clock: and the day, which nad been hesitating 
ibr some time in cloudy uncertainty, declared for rain. One 
stout old dowager, her patience exhausted, abdicated her 
seat, and budged off in a pet, observing that she would only 
gain a wetting and lose her dinner, if she kept her place ; 
and, as the event proved, she was very wise in preferring 
** a bird in the hand to two in the Bush."* About one 
b'dock, the Allenheads band struck up ** God save the 
Queen, and the Rapid, without any train, started out as a 
pioneer, displaying the Union jack. The Meteor, the 
Victoria, the Wellington, the Nelson, the Lightning, the 
Tyne, the Carlisle, the Eden, the Goliah, the Atlas, the 
Samson, the Newcastle, and the Hercules followed, each 
dragging a long train of carriam filled with passengers^ 
and tlie whole forming a splendid procession of about half- 
a-mile in length,** the passengers amounting to nearly 4/XX). 
9ut grand as was the sight, there was comparatively litUe 
cheering, either from the travellers or the vast con^gated 
multitude of beholders. So long bad the procession been 
delayed, that when at length the *' steam was up** on the 
line, it was down among the people, and comparatively little 
enthusiasm was displayed. Between Dunston and Blaydon, 
the Liffhtning strucK the tail of the Nelson train, and drove 
one of the carriages off the line. This accident led to 
several desertions among the more timorous travellers ; but 
the carriage was soon replaced, and on went the trains till 
they reached the Blaydon station. There the damaged 
carriage was taken off the line ; and several of the passen- 
gers imitated at this place the example set by former de- 
serters, being deterrea, by the too manifest absence of 
proper arrangements, from prosecuting their intended trip 
throughout. 

Having in our last week's paper given a tolerably full de- 
scription of the scenery on the line, we need not now load 
our columns with a repetition oi the details. The whole 
journey to Culisle was performed without any mishap of 
moment The line was all safe, and in excellent order for 
travelling ; and occasionally the trains proceeded at the rate 
of about 94 or 25 miles per hour. At every town, village, 
hamlet, and farm on the line, the inhabitants were on the 
look-out for the procession, and flags were flying and cannon 
firing. Triumphal arches were abundant :^at Stocksfield, 
there were several joint-stock flags displayed, the result of a 
subscription of pocket-handkerchiefs, &o., which the &ir 
fingers of the country lasses had tucked together for the oc- 
easion : and at another point of the line, a banner fluttered 
hi the breeze, which bore a suspicious resemblance to an un- 
whisperable component of a lady's wardrobe. The sun, from 
the commencement to the close of the journey, refused to 
shine on the procession ; and when it entered Carlisle, at 
half-past five o'clock — (half-an-hour beyond the time appoint- 
ed for quUHn^ Carlisle on the return for Newcastle)— a heavy 
rain was folbng, and taking ample revenue for the ducking 
which the Carlisle unfortunates received in the Tsme. Most 
of the passengers were exposed to the rain, comparatively 
lew being under cover; yet, instead of being suflfered to 
alight at the nearest point of approach to the neart of the 
town, they were taken to the station at the Canal-basin, 
where they had to make the best of their way to places or 
didter. It was intended to have a procession into the town 
firom the basin, but in the miserable state of the weather it 
was idle to persist in this arranfrement A ** maroh," how- 
cTar» was attempted, but it was of the most ludicrous, " deviU 



take-the-hindmost" fSnahion ; and when we reached the Car- 
lisle Cofiee House, the scene which there presented itself was 
an exact parallel of a metropolitan shilling.gallery-rush on 
a pantomime night The same scene, we believe, was acted 
at the Bush ; and the other inns in the town were previously 
besieged by the fiimished invaders. Never, indeed, since 
the time or the Scotch Rebellion, has Carlisle witnessed the 
equal of Monday. The rush of the attack was tremendous, 
and great was the destruction that ensued when the dining- 
rooms were stormed. At the Coffee House, the provision 
made for the occasion was most ample and excellent, and 
gave great satisfisu^tion to the travellers^ who certainly were 
not disposed to be very critical. At this place of entertain- 
ment, the Mayor of Carlisle presided, and gave several 
toasts after dinner. John TinleV, Esq. of North Shields, and 
other gentlemen, made brief and appropriate addresses, and 
many friendly sentiments and warm wishes were reciprocated 
by the good folks of the East and the West 

In Carlisle, the occasion was observed as a general holi- 
day — shops closed, guns firing, flags flying, and the inhabit- 
ants on the qui vive. But Towing probably to the delay and 
the state of the weather), toe popular enthusiasm did not 
mount to the ** cheering point, even on the entrance of the- 
trains. 

Between six and seven o'clock, the travellers who had to 
return proceeded in great numbers to the station ; and as 
there was a prospect of a wet and late ride home, every one 
was eager to procure a good place. The ^ select carnages 
were locked, but this precaution did not prevent the seats 
from being in many instances occupied by those for whom 
they were not intended. A stalwart town-councillor of 
Gateshead, after introducing several youngsters at the win- 
dow, himself effected an entrance at the same aperture, after 
the manner, though not with the agility, of a Grimaldi; 
and— (fiecessi/os turn habet legs !)—« Newcastle matron fol- 
lowed the worthy councillor's example, plunging head-fore- 
most into the comfortable carriage. A staid legal function, 
ary of our borough also executed the dexterous feat But few 
were the numbers so snuriy accommodated. Hundreds of the 
^^tler sex,unprepared tor unfiivourable weather and a nights 
journey, were compelled to take their seats in open carriappes, 
and endure the cold and the rain in the light, thin clothing, 
which they had adopted in expectation of a sunnv day and 
an early return. No intimation was given in Carlisle of 
the hour at which the trains would start; but it was natu- 
rally presumed that the procession would move off homewards 
as early as possible, five o'clock having been originally fixed. 
If the Directors were resolved (or were by any circumstances 
obliged) to remain several hours in Carlisle, surely they 
ought to have made an announcement to that effect, that thdr 
fellow-travellers might have passed their time in the town 
as agreeably as possible. As it was, no one (except the ini- 
tiated) could fed secure of a place in the procession, unless 
by keeping watch at the station ; and those who took their 
places at half-past six o'clock, were kept in a state of sus- 
pense for nearly four hours. Whether the managers of the 
affidr were lingering in Carlisle for their own pleasure and 
amusement, or whether, through some want or proper pro 
vision, the trains could not earlier be got in readiness, we 
are unable to state; but of this there can be no dispute- 
that it was recklessly inconsiderate and unfeeling to give no 
intimation of the hour of starting, and thus to keep large 
numbers of persons (many of them delicate women) exposed 
to rain and night-air. 

Shortly after ten o'clock, the procession started, and the 
Directors' carriage was hissed on the road by their exaspe- 
rated fellow-travellers. The trains proceeded in good order 
for a few miles ; but before reaching Milton, about nine or 
ten miles from Carlisle^ the engine named after that city 
came up with the Wellington train, and drove against the 
hindmost carriage. By this collision, the carriages forming 
the latter part or the Wellington train were partially lifted 
up, and forced nearer to each other; and Mr. Crawhall, the 
son of one of the Directors, who occupied a seat on the roof, 
was crushed between two carriages, so that his hip was dis- 
located. The carriage on which he sat was forced off the 
line, and the train consequently could not proceed; aptil 
the engine, tugging at the carriages, 8nap|>ea a connecting 

* The ooBt of th« engines sod osrrfaicas in the a 
little (if «t aU) sbovt of j^SO/WOI 
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link, * and (bulled onward, leaving half the train behind. 
Younr Crawhall sat on one of the deserted carriages ; and 
when his condition was discovered, a cry for surgeons was 
raised. Happily, Dr. Ueadlam f the Mayor} and Mr. Hard- 
castle were members of the Wellington tail; and the suf- 
ferer having been gently conveyed to an adjacent farm-house, 
the hip was speedily reduced to its proper state. 

The collision of the Wellington and Carlisle trains 
also threw Mr. Jonathan Robson. eng[ine.builder, of Gates- 
head, from his seat, and one of nis ribs was broken by the 
accident 

For upwards of an hour, at midnight, the deserted passen- 
gers of the Wellington^ with those of the Carlisle and other 
trains,were detained mtd the hills of Cumberland. The train, 
tender, and coke-waggon of the Carlisle had been damaged 
and forced off the line in the collision; and it was a work of 
time to get once more into travelling trim. 

An inveterate joker, while the trains were detained, philo- 
sophically hummed the following impromptu, a parody on a 
wdl.known song : — 

WreCehedlf all our morements chime, 
Oar trains thej run foul, and we lose oax time. 
The night is damp, and dark, and grim>« 
The engines snort angrily, wasting their steam. 
A row, brothers ! a row ! we've all stnck fhst, 
Newootle's not near, and the daylight'i past. 
In this ** Brampton cat" to sit, bow sweet! 
Oar garmento all wet ! what a holiday treat ! 
And when our train goes offonoe more. 
Oh, crikey! we'll soon have another uproar! 
A row, broihen ! a row! p^lUroell we'll «i! 
Crash-dashing, and smashing, from Carlisle, bo ! 
Puff awa^, steam! and at breakfhst^Ime 
We may possibly hear St. Nick's sweet ehlme. 
And, Aram fiedheugh, all fktint and wet, 
We'll strangle away, and to home we'll get. 
Then we'llsneak off to bed, nor hurry to rise, 
So foolish we'U look in our neighbours' eyes ! 
About one o'clock, the trains were onoe more in progress, 
the Wellington-tail being taXen in tow by an engine dis. 
patched from the Greenhead station, after the intcUigrnce of 
the disaster reached that place. Passing Milton in safety, wc 
next came to Greenhead, and there stopped for a few minutes. 
Not lon^, however, had the Carlisle train halted, before the 
&U(;ceeding engine came smashing against it, and shattered 
one of the carriages. Fortunately no one was seriously 
hurt, but the shock was violent, and great was the alarm of 
the passengers. A feeling of insecurity prevailed, and there 
was a general dread that ere the Newcastle terminus was 
attained, some calamitous accident would occur. An engine, 
damaged by the collision, was left at Greenhead, and seve- 
ral nassengers had to beg for ailmission into carriages al- 
reaav crowded. The trains now proceeded slowly till day- 
break, when their speed was accelerated ; and after a tedious, 
uheerless, and perilous ride of six hours and a half, we 
reached the Redheugh station at five o'clock in the morning, 
three hours after the Arst train, in which were several of 
the Directors. Some trains, we understand, did not arrive 
tiU after six o'clock ; and there were several little misadven- 
tures on the road which did not come under our immediate 
observation, and which we have not noticed. 

Such was the issue of ** the g/lorious 18th of June !" Had 
the hero of Waterloo been no better a general than the con. 
ductor of the railway -opening, the iron of the line might 
have been required for the purposes of a prolonged war, in- 
stead oi being left at liberty for the demands of a season of 
peace. The participants in the " day's pleasure" have had 
to endue repeated addresses of waggish condolence from 
their less- favoured friends; and as to the managers of the 
procession (if any there were), but one opinion is enter- 
tained. The universal feeling is, that the mode in which 
the affitir was got up, and carricwl through, was most dis- 
tTtnlitable. 

Since the above was put in type, we have been requested 
to insert the following statement, in order, if possible, to 
remove from the public mind, the impression that the start- 
ing of the trains from Carlisle was protracted unnecessarily. 
-<< IMicre was great risk in starting such an immense pro- 
ces:>i >n of trains at random, on a day when it was natural 
to suTinise that some one of the numerous men, whose 
• This was a man mmktih^ link, and of a very insaoore 
daioripcioa. 



duties extended over a space of 00 miles, might, in the ex- 
citement of the occasion, have got intoxicated, and neglected 
his duty. The Directors, therpfore^ ordered, that m the 
arrangements for going west, the engineer of the company, 
under whose sole management the whole arrangements were 
conducted, should, after seeing the engines and trains all 
right, precede them in a pilot engine ; and that for safety's 
sake the trains should not approach each other nearer tlian 
200 yards. Previous to the return, the trains were all to 
be re-arranged, and the engines to be got up to the heads 
of their respective trains, which took much more time than 
was calculated upon. The duty of the engineer was then 
to see that every train and every arrangement was complete ; 
and having done so, to precede the trains in the pilot-engine, 
to see that during the oay none of the men had neglecteo 
their duty, and ti^at the * switches,' &e. were all right — Con- 
sequently, he could not allow any one train to start until the 
whole was ready, as it was evidently better to suffer delay, 
however great and inconvenient, than to risk the lives and 
limbs of the occupiers of the trains." 

Coronation Day in Gateshcad. — On Thursday, 
June 28, the dav appointed for the Coronation of Queen 
Victoria, upwards ot 400 poor persons, of alf ages, and of 
both sexes, were entertained at dinner in a large tent, fixed 
in the yard of the Gateshead workhouse. The supply of 
roast beef, plum pudding, and ale, was most profuse; and 
the guests were waited on by the members of the Town 
Council and Board of Guai'dians, the Town Clerk, the 
Churchwardens and Overseers, and other gentlemen ; and 
highly delighted they were with the good tare set before 
them, and the courtesy which they experienced. An old 
]g^j — a venerable and mettlesome octogenarian — officiated 
as Queen on the occasion^ and was most stylishly attired for 
her high office. Indeed, it was generally q uestioned whether 
the veritable Victoria herself would ** out so great a dash" 
in Westminster Abbey as Hannah Laidler in Gateshead 
workhouse! At the close of the feast, sixpence each was 
given to the company assembled ; and as they dispersed, 
one of the men was overheard to pass the high compliment 
on the entertainment, of declaring that it even beat *<the 
box dinner !" In the evening, about fifty of the gentlemen 
who had thus contributed to the happiness of their poorer 
neighbours, sat down to dinner at the bouse of Mr. Freeman, 
the Grey Horse, the Worshipful the Mayor of Gateshead in 
the chair: — Vice-Chairman, John Barras, Esq. There were 
also present Thoma* Swinburne, W. H. Brockett, William 
Kell, George Barras, George Hawks, Thomas Wilson, 
W. L. Harle, and Joseph Price, Esqrs., Capt. Trotter, the 
Rev. Messrs. Williamson and Bewsher, and Messrs. Fair- 
bairn, G. and T. Sowerby, Davidson, Cout, Revely, James 
Hymers, Apedaile, Matchitt, W. Hymers, Hedley, Bennett, 
Joseph Robson, Lowthin, Jonathan Robson, Nixon, Russell, 
Storey, Daniel Robson, J. Abbot, jun.. Davis, Dixon, Don 
glas, Stobart, Masterton, Clcphan, Colman. Featherston, 
Cummins, Andrew, Ormston^ Prockter, Featnerstone, &c, 
&c. The dinner was substantial and excellent, and the wines 
of good quality. On the removal of the cloth, Mr. Pollock 
(the Mayor) cave successivelv, •* The Queen," ** The Queen 
Dowager," "The Duchess of Kent," "The Duke of Sussex, 
and Uie rest >>f the Royal Family," ** Her "Majesty's 
Ministers," and ** The Army and Navy." The last toast 
was coupled with Uie name of Captain Trotter, one 
of the heroes of Trafalgar. The next toast, « The 
Lord Lieutenant of the Countv, the Duke of Cleveland," 
was acknowledged by Mr. J. Barras, a Deputy Lieutenant, 
The vice-chairman proposed ** The Bishop of Durham, and 
the Clergy of the Diocese." Mr. Williamson returned 
thanks, and eulogized the conduct of the Right Rev. Prelate 
since his residence in the North. Mr. Brockett gave the 
next toast, " The Earl of Durham," with which, in consi- 
deration of his Lordship's attachment to the cause of po- 
pular enlightenment, he connected, " Success to the Educa- 
cation of Uie People." Mr. Fairbaim gavCj " Our excellent 
neighbour. Lord Kavensworth." Mr. Williamson proposed 
" liie Magistrates and Town Council, and prosperity to the - 
Borough of Gateshead." This toast was followed by " The 
Member for the Borough, C. Rippon, Esq," and "The Wor- 
shipful the Mayor, James Pollock, Esq. In responding to 
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the latter ttNist, the Mayor expressed liis pleasure ct presi- 
dinfc over so respectable a bodj of bis fellow-townsmen, as- 
sembled without disdoction of party, to celebrate in har- 
taony the Coronation of their youth'ful Queen. In the reifcn 
«f<3eorge the Third, when he (Mr. Pollock) was a soldier, 
(laughter), it was customary to celebrate two days in the 
year., the 4th of June, the king's birthday ; and the 25th 
tff October, the 'king's accession ; and bethought that in the 
reign of that monarch's descendant and suc^iessor, Queen 
Victor^ one day, at least, should be set apart for a holiday 
in bonoar of royalty. Perhaps her Majesty's birthday 
wonld be the most suitable; and he should be glad to meet 
his friends and neighbours at the festive board every year, 
on such an occasion. (Cheers.) Such an anniversary, bring- 
ing together men of opposite sects and parties, would serve 
to natch up all old grievances, and to promote good feeling 
and harmony in the borough. (Applause.) In conclusion, 
the worthy chairman proposed *^ The Worshipful the Mayor 
«nd Corporation of Newcastle, and Prosperity to the Pott 
of the Tyne." In proposing this toa^t, the Mayor observed, 
that Dr. Headlam, the chief Magistrate of l<^ewca8tle, wan 
a Gateshead man, born and bred. - Captain Trotter gave 
*" Mrs. Mayoress, and the Ladies of Gateshead." Mr. W. 
Nymers proposed the ** Members for North Durham ; " and 
the Vice-Chairman gave the ** Lord of the Manor, C. Elli- 
son. Esq/'— The next toast was « The Rector of Gateshead, 
and his Familv,** which was acVnowlcdged by Mr. Bewsher. 
Mr Brookett having proposed ^ The Board of Guardians,and 
the Churobwardens and Overseers of Gateshead/' there was 
« j^neral call for Mr. Cummins, who rose in obedience to the 
Visbes of his fKends, and responded to the toast in appro- 
friate terms: Mr. Aid. Wilson proposed ** The Cosl Trade," 
and Mr. Harle "The illostrious Foreigners who have come 
to attend the Coronation."— The toasts were interspersed 
with several songs, the Mayor, Mr. Bennet, Mr. Lowthin 
Mr. Stobart, Mr. Kell, Mr. Swinburne, and Mr. Apedailc, 
having kinoly consented to exert their vocal powers in pro. 
motion of the enjoyment of the night; and glee, hai'mony, 
and good humour prevailed from the commencement to the 
dose of the social meeting.—We have omitted to state, that 
at mid-day the Town Council assembled in the Townhall, 
and, on the motion of Mr. Brockett, seconded hv Mr. Aid. 
Wilson, adopted the subjoined address, which will be pre- 
sented by the Duke of Cleveland : — 

*'To ike Quten'a Moti Excellent Majesty r-'^^t y«w 
Miyesty's loyal sutjects, the Mayor, Aldermen, and Coun- 
cillors of the Borough of Gateshead, dutifully tender to your 
Hi^ty the homage of our congratuUtions on this the aus> 
piciotts day of your Ma,iesty's Coronation. 

« We hailed yoar Miyesty's accession to the throne of 
Tftur iHnstrious predecessors as the best of omens of the 
hsppiness of your subjects. Bom a Briton— educated under 
the aflnetionaie superintendence of a virtuous mother— and 
animated by those high constitutional feelings, which, in a 
taomurcAi, fonn the most glorious of diadems— your Mi^esty 
seemed destined by a protecting Providence to be the gruar- 
diaa, as well as the ornament, of the liberties of your people. 
** We rejoice, therefore, in the compact to be this day 
ooocluded between your Majesty and vour subjects, and we 
feryentlv beseech the Almighty Ruler of the Universe to 
Uessand preserve your Majesty, that your Majesty may 
long live to sway the soeptre of these realms— to be the en- 
courager of pie^ and virtue — the avenger of the oppressed 
— 4he emikncipator of the enslaved— and the protectress of 
the free; and that your Miyesty, during a prosperous and 
teppy reign, may experience, in return, the grateful aflfec- 
tions of your subjects— the most precious gift which a free 
people ean bestow upon a sovereign whom they honour and 
«sieem. 

" Given under the common seal of the Mayor, Alder- 
men, and Burgesses of the Borough of Gateshead, in 
Council specially convened for the purpose, this 28th 
dayofJune^lSSa." 

THE BRANDLING JUNCTION RAILWAY. 

The attention oTthe public has morethan oneebeen dSretted 

to the wanton interference of this project with their rights. 

Most nnnecessarihr and recklessly have the highways of the 

Bdrottgh of Gattttaabetftobstneted bythewoffct of the 



Bnindlmg Jmciion Raflway Company, hi ntom, we pre- 
sume, for the readiness which has everbeen evinced to anord 
them every reasonable facility for the execution of their 
undertaking. And not only are the highways obstructed, 
but even diverted at will by the proprietors of the railway,not- 
withstanding that they are proceeding without the autho- 
rity of an Act of Parliament, and are solely dependent upon 
the indulgence of the public, and of the private individusJs 
tbrough whose property they pass. It is right that no need- 
less obstacle should be opposed— indeed, that every proper 
accommodation should be yielded — ^to a work, wnich, al- 
thou^ undertaken for the advantage of a eompany of shaire- 
holders, will slso benefit the public; but neither ' should 
there be any sacrifice of the public rights and interests, for 
the mere convenience or pecuniary saving of the share 
holders. Yet what is the factf The company, in return for 
the present road in West-street, enga^ to oonstniet 'one 
equally good, if not better ; bat, to suit their own parpeses, 
they propose to substitute for the existing gentle asoeBt^a 
road which shall descend for several yards, passing uooer 
the projected bridge, and then rise bv a steep ascent to the 
upper end of the street; and independently or the disadvan- 
tages here pointed out, the lower part of the new weA 
Willi nevitably be a receptacle for mad and filth in heavy 
rains. Then, again, the proprietors propose, and are pre- 
paring, to cross the Half-mooo-lane on a levelwith the road! 
Now, were they to apply for an Act, they well know, that 
even if they were unopposed, Parliament would not suffer 
them to cross any road on the same level, such a measure 
being expressly prohibited by the standing orders of the 
Legislature. Yet, having no Act of Parliament, thevipre- 
sume to take this liberty with the rights and the nJkxy of 
the public They are preparing to cross the lane upon tiM 
same level, and to divert the road just where it touches upon 
their railway, so thot passengers nding or walking wOLpass 
along a piece of new road between the old lane and the uiop 
of Mr. Falkous, ond return into the accustomed route 'by a 
sharp angle at the foot of West^street The oonsequcnee 
will be that persons ridin^^ or dirving down Half moon^aiie 
will have to pass by the side of the railway, on the saoK 
level, and may be placed in imminent jeopardy by a train 
of carriages. We are confident these things will nave due 
attention from the officers of the borough, and that the 
railway will not be suflfered to cross the road till the public 
interests have been protected and secured. How this may 
be effected (at least partially), the folkndng plan, thougft 
somewhat rough, will suffice to shew :— ^ 




A. Hlgh-stwet, Gateshead. I E. Propo«Bd line «<r«e<. 

B. Brandling Janetion Railway. I F. Melboame-strBCt. 

C. Half-moon4aiw. O. Th^ CoopuiT's nao toad, 

D. W«st.street. | paiaUel with the Railway. 
The dotted road, mariced £.,is the snggeMion of Ihe sur- 
veyorsof the highways. It will be seen that it tarns off 
from the Half-moon-lane at 8(nne distance from the rail- 
way, and proceeds to the High-street in nearly a straight 
line : whilst the new road of the Brandling Company turns 
off close to the railway, and runs parallel with (and neairiy 
adjoining to) the line, as fiur as west-street >--and withm 
the space of a few yards, there are by this proposed ar- 
rangement two sharp and awkward angles. 'The proposal 



of the surve3rors of the highways is decidedly preferkble, 
~ > carry it into effect no great expense will be-'incnr. 
nd. The property to be removed is not extensive ; and 

The 



and to carry it into < 

red. The property w w i^uxmy^ i» uui. ^«;u3.t^ , iM<t« 
'we understand that the owners (Mr. Kenmir, Mr. Midn, 
tad other^ are very modenue in their demiaktb. 
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compromise is one which the Railway Compftny cannot rea- 
sonably reject, inasmuch as they oupht to feel thankful if 
their Ime is permitted to cross the Half-moon-lane (in the 
manner they propose) on any terms. 

THE GATESHEAD TOWN COUNCIL. 

Widnesdayy Aug.B. 
p James Pollock, Esq., Mayor. 
COUNCILLORS. FairbaiTO, J. j» Price, Joseph, 
Atlwood, C. p Graham, E p Revely. Thos. 
p Brockett.W.H.p Hrmers, J. p Robson, Jos. 
pConl, Jos. p Hymem. W. p Robson. Rob. 
p Cummins, T. Johnson, J. B. p Ro\rntree, W. 
p Davidson, J. p MatchiU, B. p Sonrerby, Geo. 
p Davis, Robt [Those marked p were present. ] 
SUPPLT OF WATER. 

The Town Clerk, after poin? thr.ni.a:h the minutes of 
June 6 and 28, read a report from the Water Pond C«im. 
raittee, from which it appeared that public troughs would be 
provided on the east and west sides of Carr's Hill Reser- 
voir. — Received and approved. 

The Town Clerk read a report from* the Encroach- 
ment Committee, disapproving ot the water-trough substi- 
1? « ^ f^r » Bfan<"in? Junction Railway Company, for 
Kcliys Well, and recommending certain improvements to be 
enforced.— Confii-med. 

Mr. RowNTREE said, that he had seen Mr. Brandling, 
who bad stated his perfect readmess to carry into execution 
the recommendation;) of the committee. 

3ilr. Re VBLY, referring, as was understood, to the inter- 
fepencc of the railway with Half-moon lane, stated that it 
was his intention to have occupied the time of the Council 
for a few minutes ; but there was a prospect of a satisfacton' 
arrangmcnt, and he would not make any remarks at 
present. "^ 

rru m "''"^ ^^^ ''"^ MARKET. 

The Town Clerk reatl a report from the Market Com- 
mittee, stating thaton the lOth of July, they had a conference 
with Messrs. Douglas and Howe, on behalf of the Gates- 
hc»d and Carlisle Fish Company, whose object was to bring 
fish from Craister and the intermediate places to Gates- 
head, by steam boat, dail.v, and to establish a depot at or 
near the south end of Tyne Bridge; and from the state- 
ments made by those gentlemen, the committee were satis- 
lied that the company would supplv fish in much better 
order than that which was now exposed for sale in the 
borough. The committee consequently decided in favour 
of the project, and considered ** that the site of the sUtion- 
house, at the south end of Tyne Bridge, was in many 
respects the most desirable, inasmuch as it was near the 
most convenient landing-place, and could be easily cleansed 
from the offal and impurities incident to a fish-market, and 
wasaJso of easy access to the inhabitants of the most thickly 
populated distncts of the borough, and contiiruous to the 
station at the terminus of the Newcastle and Carlisle Rail. 

rn5'nnL''«"'^^NK'''*?''^^'^*'l^ quantity of fish might (and 
no doubt would) be forwarded to Hexham and Cumberland." 
The result was, that the committee determined to recom- 
mend the erection of a new building on the site of the sta- 
tion-house, reserving the upper story for public purm^ses, 
and letting the ground-floor to the flsh-company, at a 

^irnv^ ^^' '^\ ^*^'°» advertised for%lans,Mr 
Thomas Oh vers was selected. Mr. Oliver's estimate was 
£183 18s.; and as neither the borough-rate nor street-act 
assessment could be charged with the cost of erection, the 
committee recommended that £200 should be borrowed. 
This *ujn to be repaid l>y means of the rent of the 
S^*l;S'nf? i^^» the rent of the police-station (£d, tS 
be paid out of the watch-rate), and the stallaffes • and the 
committee calculated that the debt w^Sw b^ Siiged in 

in ^^1i«S^f ""^'1^ there would be a clear income of 
£47, applicable to public purposes. 

This report led to a long discussion. 

Mr. Price doubted whether the station-house was the 
property of the Corporation, and was sure that the arches of 
the railway bndge would be a better situaUon. 

Mr. SowERBT thought the tide « fish-market" was a 
misnomer : it was merely a fish shop. He thought that the 
Corporation ought not to erect a building for a private fim. 



and saw no necessity for a market at the south end of Tvne 
Bridge, when there was so good an one at the north end.* 

Mr. RowNTREE said, that the fish brought.^o the mar- 
ket in Newcastle was much injvred in the conveyance : it 
would be brought to the proposed market in better condition. 
With respect to the owner-hip of the station house, the pro- 
perty unquestionably belong to the Corporation: their 
title was infinitely better than any which the borough- 
holders could show for the propertv which thev held in pos. 
session. (Laufirhter.) Mr. Sowerby said, th'at if a mar- 
ket were built, it on srht to be open to all dealers; and Mr. 
Price remarked, that it was foolish to begin to build at 
the bridge-end^they ought rather to pull down than to 
build in that situation. Mr. Brockbtt reminded Mr. 
Price of the bridse which he wished to throw over the 
street, at the bridre-end. (Laughter.) Mr. Price floun- 
dered out of his false position as well as he could, and went 
on to carp at the fish-market, till Mr. James Hymers 
brought the question to issue by moving that the report be 
received and confirmed. Mr. Alderman Wilson seconded 
the motion, and on a show of hands there were only two 
raised against it 

B0R0C6H-RATB. 

The Town Clerk read a report from the Finance Com- 
mittee, the pith of which was, that a rate of one pennv in 
he pound would be needed. The Council then proceeded, 
in f he words of a learned judge, to exercise " the first duty 
of a representative body," viz., to tax their constituents. 

THE corporation OF NEWCASTLE. 

The Council, having no wish that their Newcastle bre- 
threnshould interfere with their privilegeof taxingthe people 
of <iateshead,a<lnpted the following resolution, on the motion 
of Mr. RowNTREE, seconded bv Mr. J. Robson : — 

That a Committee be appointed U> iuqure into the right of the 
Corporation of Newcastle to levy a toll upon goods landed in the 
Borough of Gateshead. 

THE BOROUGH-PROPERTY QUESTION. 

Mr. W. H. Brockett, preparatory to submitting the 
motion of which he had given notice, requested the Town 
Clerk to read the opinion of counsel on this subject ; and 
the Town Clerk having complied with the request, Mr. B. 
said, that the matter had been so fretjuently discussed in 
their meetings, that it would be a waste of the time of the 
Council, to repeat the arguments which he had so often 
urged upon their attention, with a view to promote a settle- 
ment of the question. It was quite clear, that till a judicial 
decision was obtained, the public mind would never rest 
satisfied. However parties might succeed in procrasti- 
nating, the time would and must come^ when the case would 
be heard and decided in a court of law ; and it became that 
Council, as the representatives of the public, and the guar 
dians of their interests, to have the question at once and for 
ever determined. He would therefore move the following 
resolution, founded upon the opinion of Mr. Wightman : — 

That it be an instruction to the Town Clerk, to proceed in eqoi^ 
against the borough-holders and ft^eemen,by a bill for a discovery, 
and for reslricUnjf the old officers ol the boroa{(fa from further inter- 
ferencp with the borouRh property, and for a discovery to ascertain 
what muniments, books, and other property, the old officers of the 
borough have in their hands 

Mr. James Hymers quite concurred with Mr. Brockett, 
and would second the motion. 

Aid. Barras observed that a rate would be necessary, 
and he should like to know the probable expense of the pro- 
ceedings. 

Mr. Sowerby thought that a private subscription, and 
not a rate, should be resoited to, if the qnestion were to be 
tried. If a rate were laid, some would have to pay heavily, 
whilst others would only have to pay a mere trine. 

Mr. Brockbtt : And if the property be recovered by the 
public, those who paid much will benefit much, and those 
who paid little will benefit little. 

Mr. Rowntree expressed his anxiety for the settlement 
of the Question, but would prefer that it should be amicably 
referred to counsellors appointed on each side, with an um- 
pire to settle disputed facts. 

Mr. Price said that he would be glad to see it so settled ; 
and Mr. Aid. Barras, as a borough-holder, would not object 
to such an arrangement 

Mr. Brockett preferred the course which he had pro- 
posed, because, as Mr. Wightman ob&erved,it would, lead 
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to a discovery of papen(,&c.; and the conduct of the church- 
wardens strengthened him in his views of the proper mode 
of proceeding. 

Mr. Revklt said, that if the cases of Sunderhind and 
Morpeth were analagous to the Gateshead question, perhaps 
it would be well to wait till these cases were decided. 

Mr. Bbockett said, that the analogy was not complete. 

Mr. RowNTREG waived his suggestion, and moved that 
a rate of two-pence in the pound should be laid for the ex- 
penses of law-proceedings. 

This motion having been seconded, some discussion took 
place as to the propriety of putting it as an amendment, or 
annexing it to the original motion. Finally the latter mo- 
tion was put alone; and the Council divided as follows: — 



AYES. 

Mr. Alderman Wilson 
Mr. Joseph Coat 
Mr. Bobert Davis 
Mr. John Davidson 
Mr. W. H. Brockett 
Mr. Thomas Kevely 
Mr. James Hymen 
Mr. Wm. Rowntree 



NOES. 

Mr. Alderman Barras 
Mr. Oeo. Sowerby 
Mr. Joseph Robsoai 
Mr. Robert Robson 
Mr. Edmund Graham 
Mr. Jo.<ieph Price 
Mr. B. Matcbitt 
Mr. Tltomas Cummins 



The votes being equal, the Mayor was called upon to 
decidethe question, and be gave his casting vote in favour 
of the** Noes," thereby rejecting Mr. Brockett's motion. 

THE POST OFFICE. 

Mr. CouT produced three summonses to meetings, ad- 
dressed to him by the Town Clerk, and complainea that 
they had been forwarded by the post; that they were each 
charged threepence ; and, what was worst of all, they did 
not reach him till two or three days af er the meetings were 
held, having been four or five days in travelling fi'om Gates- 
head post-office to the Fell. (Laughter.) He gave notice of 
a motion, tha^the Town Clerk be re<|uested not to send such 
letters through the post-office. 

Mr. Kell explained, that two of the circulars were no- 
tices of meetings of the Coroaation Committee, and were 
not sent by him as town-clerk of the borough; and the third 
was forwarded through the post-office by mistake. 

Mr. RowNTifEK suggested to Mr. Cout to withdraw 
bis notice, and to substitute a notice of motion for an in- 
quiry into the causes of the delay and expense attendant 
upon letters delivered in the South Ward. The post- 
onice in Gateshead was managed in a most slovenly and 
disgraceful manner, and an investigation was imperatively 
demanded. 

After a brief conversation, Mr. CorT consented to alter 
his notice of motion, as suggested by Mr. Rowntree. 

THE BOROUGH PROPERTY. 

Mr. Rowntree brought foi-ward his motion for the le- 
vying of a borough rate to provide a fund for trying the 
borough property question. There were some who pro- 
fessed to be anxious for its settlement, if there were onlj 
funds for the purpose $ and his motion would try their 
sincerity. 

The Mayor and others thought that as some gentlemen 
had retired from the room, under the impression that the 
subject would not again be agitated at this meeting, it 
would be improper to entertain Mr. Rown tree's motion. 

Mr. Rowntree replied, that only two gentlemen had 
left the meeting ; and one of them voted for, and the other 
against Mr. Brockett's motion. 

Mr. J. Robson would move that the members of the 
Council subscribe £20 each, to try the question. (Hear, 
bear, and laughter.) 

Mr. Aid. Wilson would gladly second the motion. 

Mr. Brockett suggested that the sum should be £25. 
(laughter.) 

Mr. RsvEjLY : But what power have we to carry out 
such a motion? 

Mr. Brockett : The power of paying the money.'— 
(Uughtef.) • 

Mr. Revblt ; I will pay it willingly. 

Aid. Barras : i will also subscribe. 

Mr. Price : And 1. 

Two or three Councillors now thought it time to retreat ; 
and though the Town Clerk stated that the meeting 
must not yet break up, they ** stood not on the order of 
their going,", but hurried off, amid&t much laughter. 

Miv Brockett said that he knew the subscription would 



\ fall to the ground — neither the compulsory nor the vo- 

{ luntary principle would go down with some of the gentle 

\ men on the borough question. (Laughter.) 

\ The subscription was not again mentioned, and Mr. 

) Rowntree deferred his motion till the next meeting. 

I I'be Council then adjourned to the 19th of September. 

\ 'T^HE Ratepayers of Gateshead will be glad 

iX to learn, that their Town Councillors are returning to 
a proper sense of their duty on the Borough question. A 
clear majority of the Council are now in favour of proceed- 
ings for the recovery of the public property — the only dif- 
ference of opinion, notr. being upon the question, whether 

the expenses bhall be raised in the first instance, by rate, or 

by voluntary contribution. The following list will show the 

correctness of this statement : — 

Messrs. Brockett, Jas. Ilymers, Davidson, 
Cout, Davis, Rowntree, Wilson, and Hevely, 
voted, on the 8th inst, /or immediate pro- 
ceedings; and Messrs. Barras, Price, and 
Joseph Robson, expressed their readiness to 
subscribe £25 each towards the expenses of 
an action ; making a total, in favour of prO' 
ceedingi), of 11 

Meseir8.PoUo(;k. Sowerby, Matohitt, Cummins, 
Graham, anvl Robert Robson, voted against 
proceedings; and Messrs. Abbott, W. Uy- 
mers, and J. Fairbaim, have generally done 
so I making a total, ajfoinsi proceedings, of 9 

Leaving a majority against tbb Borough- 
holders of ; two ! ." 

Messrs. Attwood and George Hawks never 
attend ; Mr. Michael Hall is neutral upon 
the Question ; and Mr. J. B.Johnston is dis- 
qualified by absence, 4 

Total Number of Council .... 24 
Gateshead, I6th August, 183a 

T a PUBLIC M££TIN6 of the Inhabitants 
of the Borough of Gateshead, convened by the Sur- 
veyors of the Highways of the said Borough, by handbill,, 
and by advclisement in the Gai^ead Obteroery held at 
the Town Hall, on Thursday the I6th August, 1838, to take 
into consideration the alterations rendered necessary by the 
interference of the Brandling Junction Railway with 
the Half Moon Lane and West-street, 

The WoRSHiprcL the MAYOR in the Chair, 

Resolved^— -That the mode by which the Brandling Junc- 
tion Railway Company propose to carry their Railway 
across the Half Moon Lane, neariy on a level with the sur- 
face, is contrary to law. 

That the mode by which the Railway is proposed to be 
carried over West-street is also contrary to law, as the 
height of the proposed arch from the intended surface of the 
road is less than the statute height recjuired by Railway 
Acts, and by the standing orders of parliament 

That the deviation of the road from the Half Moon Lane 
to West street, proposed by the Railway Company, it 
highljT objectiojiaDle, as it takes place at the point where the 
road is crossed by the railway, and is continued close to,, 
and for some distance almost on a level with, the Railway,, 
until it unites with West-street^ and is carried under the 
bridge, which, as before stated, is not of the statute height ; 
and in the short distance between the points of deviation,, 
there are three turns at right angles, and the new road pro- 
posed by the company is much steeper than any part of the 
road for which it is substituted. 

That to enable the company to carry the Railway over 
West street, even at the illegal height proposed, it is necess- 
ary to lower the le%'el of that street upwards of eirht feet 
at the point where the railway crossess; that this reauction,. 
of the level of West-street occasions a very considerable in- 
crease^ southward, to the steepness of that street, and a 
difficultr of access to the properties adjoin int;; whilst from 
the briiige to the Half Moon Lane, there is no descent to 
carry off the surface water, from which a constant nuisance 
will arise. 

That the use of the Half Moon Lane and West-street by 
the inhabitants of the borough is very considerable, as tha 
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httmber ei bouses in West-street and Barn Clo^, and on 
the Wind Mill Hills, is already great, and w rapidly in. 
creasing: ; and the Half Moon Lane is uited as the entranee 
to the fown from the western part of the county, much more 
frequently than the road by Jack«on*s Chare, it hein^ a 
<horter road, and having; been recently much improred, at a 
heavy expense to the parish. 

Tbat tne only advantage proposed by the Railway Com- 
pany is an increased width to a part of West-street, but 
whieh advantaice by no means cnmoensates for the injnries 
which their proposed alterations will cause. 

That the plan laid before this meeting by the Surveyors 
of Ae Highways, of a new street, through the property be- 
longing to Mr. Robert Coxon Young, to unite with the 
Half-moon lan6» at the end of GrosTenor-street, appears to 
this meeting to possess many advantages. Amongst others 
that might be mentioned, it is at a greater distance from 
the Railway— does not render imperative the passage under 
the Railway bridge— renders the lowering the road under 
the bridge, U> tlie extent proposed by the Company, imne- 
oessary, whereby the nuisance between the bridge and Half- 
moon-lane will be prevented, and the steepness in West- 
street, from the bridge southward, much reduced, and the 
ascent of the proposed new street, from High.street to» 
and its. junction with, the Half-moon lane, will be easy and 
commoaious. • , . * 

That admitting the great importance and advantage of 
Railways in general, it is proper to remark, that the Brand- 
ling Junction Railway is the speculation of a private com- 
pany, undertaken and carried on for their own private ad- 
vantage ; and that though the Railway may nltimatelv 
benefit the trading and commercial interests of Gateshead, 
it cannot be denied that it materially interferes with the 
comfort and oonvenienoe of the town and the public at 
large, three principal thoroiighfiares being crossed by the 
Company's bridges ; and this Meeting, whilst it is willing 
to attord all raasonable fieu^ilities to the company in carry- 
ing on their works, feels it necessary t* Ttmaiic that the 
present line through Gateshead is not protected b^ Parlia- 
lisntary authority ; and that although the <!Ost of^ the pro- 
posed new street, through Mr. Young's property, may be 
greater than this meeting would, under other circumstances, 
desire the company to incur, it is not more than the faci- 
lities and advantages derived by the company in their pas- 
sage through Gateshead deserve. 

That the surygrors of the highways merit the thanks of 
this meeting, and of the inhabitants of Gateshead, for their 
spirited conduct in standing forward to protect the interests 
of the public ; and that they be requested to lay the plan of 
the proposed new street before the Railway Company, and 
to press for its adoption; and that they be enjoined to 
persevere in their resistance to the proceedings of the Con- 
paoy, uikleis the Company will consent to adopt the plans 
suggested by the Surveyors, and approved of by this 
meeting; 

That these resolutions, signed by the Chidrman, be trans- 
mitted to the Raifaroad Directors, and advertised in the 
0aUalkad ObMTver. 

BftANOLfNO JvwcTiow Railwa?. — ITic pubfic 
meeting of the inhabitants of Gateshead, advertised in the 
Ohaewer ol last week, was held on Thursday the 16th Aug., in 
the Town-hall, Oahwellgate; and seldom have we seen so 
crowded an assembly in that spacious room. James Pol- 
lock, Esq., the mayor, presided, and before the business of 
the meedttg eommenoed. read the following ktterr— 

Brandling Jnnetion Railway Offioe, 
OBkwSlRate, 16th Aug., 1838. 

Stb,— Undenluidhv that you are hkely to attend the meeting, 
this afternoon, whirh has been aaUed by the Surreyore of the High, 
wafs, I thhik it ri^t, in order to prev«nt any misconception as to 
the intentions of the Directors of the Brandling Junction Railway, 
to state, that their orders to the oontracton hare tmlfbrmly been to 
eaxry on the necestary works to as to create .as little inconvenience 
m poaeiUe to the poblio; and I beg, as maaairing director, to add, 
that wlMtsoevtr Om naaltof the meetiag may be, I thall l>e happy 
at any time to attend theMnn^pal Body, or a epeoial oommitlee 
appointed by them* and also the Magistrates aeting for the borooKh, 
to consult as to the measures proper to be adooted under exlMlng 
eiromnstanoes. I am, Sir, your obedient bumble servant. 

To the Mayor oroateehead. ROBT. W. BRAVDLTNO. 

Mr. Rev«}y,oaeofthesnrvcyors of the highWiya, proceeded 



POR Ma. BRI4MS. 

Bev. M. Plonuner 
Mr. R. Wylam 
Mr. John Wood 
Mr. Browen 
Mr. Bulmaa 
Mr. Armstrong 
Mr. Josbna Greene 
Mr. Mordue 
Mr. Hawer. 



tb state the question for thie oohsidemtion of the mteeting, 
and to point out the necessity and advantages of the pn>. 
'posed new road ; but as we have so lately submitted the 
details of the subject to our readers, to repeat them would be 
sui^erflunus. In our adviertising columns will be found a 
series of resolutions founded upon Mr. Rc\-e1y's statements, 
and which, being moved by Wm. Walker, Esq.. and se- 
conded by Anthony Parker, £sq., were adopted unani- 
moosly — an expression oi public opinion to which the Rail- 
way Company, we can have no doubt, will pay due defie- 
rence. 

Gateshead Uwion. — Ata meeting^ of the Board 
ol Guardians of the Gateshead Union, held on the 14th 
Aug., Mr. Joseph Hillaby was unanimously elected Vice- 
chairman of tlie Board, in the place of Mr. Rowntree, re 
signed. The Guardians then proceeded to the election of 
Clerk to the Union, Mr. John Lowthin having resigned 
that office. Mr. WillHtm Rowntree was proposed by Mr. 
Joseph Grey, and <«conded by Mr. Sanderson ; and Mr. Geo. 
Briggs was proposed by the Rev. M. Plummer, seconded 
by Mr. Robert Wylant Mr. Rowntree was elected by a 
majority of one, the following Guardians having \-oted :-^ 

roa Ma. aowimiaB. 

Mr. Cowen 

Mr. Jofteph Robson 

Mr. Robert Kobson 

Mr. Josbaa Wataon 

Mr. S. HUlaby 

Mr. Joseph Gray 

Mr. Sanderson 

Mr. Brockett 

Mr. Bollerwell 

Mr. Bennett. 

Mr. Jamea Hymers did not vote. 
The Chairman (Mr. Joseph Cowen) having declared Mr. 
Rowntree duly elected, an objection was taken by Messrs. 
Plummer and Joshua Greene to Mr. Brockett's vote; npon 
which the Chairman said he would place the matter beyond 
a iloubt, by recording his casting vote in fevour of Mr. 
Rowntree. ' To this Mr. Brockett said he conld oidy assent 
on condition that the Chairman also recorded his opitiion 
that the casting vote was unnecessary, inasmitoh as Mr. 
Brockett's right to vote was as valid as that of any other 
Guardian — which accordingly was done. The folkming 
vote of thanVs was then passed by acclamation, on the mo- 
tion of Mr. James Hymers : — 

That the thankK of this Board be pren to Mr. John lowthhi» ftir 
the sealotts and efficient nunmer ra whirh he has iliaduu^Ked the 
duties of Clerk to the Gateshead Union ; and Uiat he be assured of 
the regret which this Board feels in being deprived of bis Tuta^ 
serrioes. 

Mr. Lowthin made a suitable reply ; and Mr. Rowntree was 
soon afterwards introduced to the Board, whom he thanked 
ibr the honour conferred upon him, and the meeting ad- 
jonned. 

THE STRANGERS' FRIEND. 

1>E1>XCATE1> TO THB MEMBERS OV TUT. BKITTSH A880- 

CTATION, VISITtNO NEWCASTLE FROM A DISTAKCB. 
fGftven Ol a Supplement with the Oatethead Observer, Aug, 18, 183d.; 
This compilation has been prepared with a view to pro- 
mote the enjoyment of ladies and gentlemen, strangers in 
Newcastle, who may visit the metropolis of the North at 
the Meeting of the britiah Association for the Advancement 
of Science, and who, having no local knowledge, must be at 
a loss in what direction to turn, to gratify their i^esire of 
beholding whatever is most remarkable and interesting in 
the district, unless some friendly guide be at their elbow. 
It is not pretended that the following list is complete ; but 
it is tolerably comprehensive, and will suffice for one visit 
On the next occasion, a iurtner budget shall be provided 
for the strangers who honour Newcastle with their company. 

Birth Place of the late Earl of Eldbn.>-Head of LovaOane, Qaay. 
side, Newcastle.— It is the house in whi«h Lord EhleB*s fluh«r, Mr 
Scott, a respectable ooal-fittcr, lived, and is now occupied by Messrs' 
H. and C. Shidd, wine-merchants. 

Birth Place of Dr. Akenside, the Poet— Butcher-bank, north side, 
In the hooae now ooeupied by Isabella Clark, hudcster. Dr. 
Akmslde'a Ikther was a bniebtr, and resided in this street, which, 
previoas to the arsotion of the aMikoto, was the prindpal mait for 
butchers' meat. 

Birth place of Lord Collingwood.— Collingwood was bom at the 
Hfeitd of the Side, in a hooae a^otning to Messrs RarVey*8, Cobao- 
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ooasuto, uidnow oeea|iied by a publican. His lordship's brother 
still liTss at the Aonil j nuaision at Chirton, near North Shields. 

Bewick the Sngraver.— His workshop is in a oomer of St. 
Nioholas's efaurcfa yard, where the btuiaess of an et^traver is still 
carried on by his son, Mr. Bobert Bewick, who has on all occasions 
been most ready to shew strangers the interesting relies connected 
with the eminent works of his fktber. We mention, as a guide to 
risiiors, that the brass plate of Mr. Foster, solicitor, is at the 
door of the house in which the work<shops are to be found. Mr. 
Bewick's residenoe was in West^treet, Gateshead, where his daugh 
ters still live. 

Daniel de Foe lived in Gateshead, and in this place wrote 
his immortal work, Bobinson Crusoe, the leading mcidents of 
which were famished to him by Alexander Selkirk, a natiTe of 
Newcastle. 

Boyal Grammar School, Newcastle.— This school is situated in 
Wcntgate^treet, at the Spital ; and the masters and scholars are 
a body corporate, with perpetual succession and particular privi- 
leges. Bishop Ridley, Akenside, Colonel Lilbom, and Lords Col- 
Ungwood, Eldon, and Stowell, were eduoatad in this sohool ; and 
the Mayors of Newcastle were chosen here under the old reoime. 

Mr. Peter Nicholson, the author of many well-known and nighly- 
valued works on architecture, &c., has his ofBces above the Post Of- 
fice ill the Arcade ; also Mr. Sopwith, the eminent surveyor, and 
author of the valuable treatise on Isometrical Perspective, and other 
works. 

Earl Grey's Monument.— The Grey Pillar stands at the head of 
Grey-street, and the statue (by Baily) will shortly be placed on 
the summit. The monument is erected by subscription. 

Westmoreland House, Westgate-street, the ancient town-resi- 
dence of the Earls of Westmoreland, now the property of, and occu- 
pied hj, Mr. Leadbitter, solicitor, who has lately refronted and 
Atted It up for the reception of the Duke of Northumberland, on the 
present occasion. 

Dean-streeL— This street occupies the site of a dean, on which it 
was built in 1783-8. A bum or stream ran through the dean to the 
Tyne, and a bridge was thrown across at the point where two flij^ts 
of steps now (tout each other, about midway in the street Along 
this bridge the old Soman wall was carried. At the " High Bridge," 
near the Theatre, was another bridge over the bum, whose waters 
are now conveyed to the Tyne under the streets. 

The Nag's Head public house. Butcher-bank, eontains some fine 
spedmans of antique carving in wood, and is commonly caUed 
" King John's Palace," thou^ supposed to have been only a muni- 
cipal building. 

The Close, a narrow street, near Tyne Bridge, is described by 
Bourne as " being that part of the town where the principal inh abl- 
tants lived." Alter entering this confined and uninviting street, the 
visitor will find on the right hand a flight of steps, leading to the 
Castle, up which he must venture, to look upon a remarkable sample 
of the abodes of our fonfktbers, and a striking contrast to the mag- 
nificence of thA Grey-soeet of 1838. The Earls of Northumberland, 
the Brandling, the Blacketts, the Milbanks, &c., had residences in 
the Close ; and here also stands the Mansion House of the Corpora- 
tion, now disused. 

Sandffate, at the eastern end of the Quayside, is familiar to the 
ear of all who are acquainted (and who is not 7) with that popular 
song, " The Keel Row." Itis well worthy of a visitftvm the curious. 

The Side and the Butcher bank, which branch to the left and 
right, in proceeding northward f^om the Sandhill, were the chief 



streets leading to the upper part of Newcastle, before the construc- 
tion of Dean-street The Side is an excellent specimen of an an- 
cient street 

The Keelman's hospital, situate on the " New Road," deserves ho- 
nourable mention :— not because of any beauty of architecture, for 
none does it possess— but it was reared by the keelmen them- 
selves, and is supported at their sole cost We know of no other 
class of poor, hard-working men, who are entitled to the same 
credit 

In Low Friar-street stands "The Dolphin House," the oldest in 
the town, if tradition be correct. The ftont is ornamented with cu- 
rious figures. 

Sandhill.— It may be curious to some to know, that the Sandhill 
is so called Arom its havinx been (brmerly a hill of sand, over 
which flowed the waters of the river Tyne. That boats formerly 
proceeded as flu- as the Painter Hengfa, in Dean -street, mooring-posts, 
with rings and chains discovered there, sufficiently testify, as well as 
the name " Painter," the rope by whidi boats are moored. 

Pilgriro-strpei.— This street was the road by which pilgrims 
passed to the holy well at Jesus' mount (now Jesmond). Henoe its 
name. 

The Biank.s.— This bridle for a scold's tongue may be seen at the 
policei.office, in the Manors. The attention of our fair visitors is 
particularly directed to this relic of the days of their foremothers. 

The Exchange, Sandhill, contains portraits of George the Third, 
Ix>rd Collingwood, Lords Eldon and Stowell, James the Second, and 
Charles the Second. The two latter were destroyed in the fire fVom 
which the Exchange suflbred many years ago, and were subsequently 
restored ; but the heads are original, as may be seen by the junction 
of the canvass. The Merchants' Court, within the Exchange, con- 
tains a fine specimen of carving in oak; and there are various curi- 
osities in the Exchange : amongst others, the purses which ship-mas- 
ters were doomed to cut, when convicted of casting ballast into the 
Tyne. The cut-purse system was this:— There were three purses, 
two filled with money, and one with sand ; and if the convicted ma 



riser eat the poxM filled with aand, he was acquitted; but if he eat 
either of the other parses, he was condemned to pav a fine to the 
amount of the money whioh it contained. These and other curious 
matters are referred to in an old work by a Mr. Gardiner on the 
abuses of the Coal Trade, whioh the indignant author denounced as 
" England's Grievance." 

A leaden statue of Charles the Second presents itself on enter- 
ing the Guildhall in Newcastle. Formerly, an equestrian statue 
of James the Second stood on the Sandhill, fhmting the Guild- 
hall. At the " glorious Revolution of 1688," a mob overthrew his 
Miyesty, and ]ntdied him into the river, whence he was subse- 
queutly rescued. A request was thereafter made, that the deposed 
monarch,, being made of copper, should be given up by the autho- 
rities, to be converted into church-bells ; and his Mi^esty, now no 
longer visible to the eye, salutes the ear when the beUs of St An- 
drew's and All Saints' are rung. 

The finest view of Newcastle and the neighbourhood will be had 
fh>m the top of the Castle— an interesting old building, the property 
of the Corporation, and whidi has been thrown open to the members 
of the Association. From this castle, built by Robert Cwthose, 
son of William the Conqueror, Newcastle derived ita name. The 
Black gate, and the gate at the Castle-staira^ oonneoted with the de. 
fences of this fortress, are still to be seen. 

The Exhibition Rooms of the North of England Society for the 
Promotion of the Fine Arts, are in Market-street ; and the visitors 
will there find a large and interesting collection of paintings, sculp, 
ture, and ornamental manufiiyrture. The Bishop of Durhun is pre- 
sident of this Society, and upwards of three hundred members are on 
its books. 

The beaatif\il Picturea on sale by Measrs. Lister & Son, Mosley- 
street, should not be forgotten. 

Mr. John Gibson, a spirited painter and lover of the arts, has re- 
cently opened a "Gallery of Art," in Market-street, containing a 
very fine collection of paintings, among whioh is a valuable Corregio, 
superior, it is said, to those in the NaUonal Gallery. -Several other 
places of great attraction will be open during the Meeting of the As- 
sedation, which are advertised in the newspapers of the day. 

The Literary and Phflosophical Sodety of Newcastle, Westgate- 
street, was founded in 1703. In connection with this institution , 
and meeting under the same roof, are the Antiquarian Sodetv, with 
ita valuable museum, containing many valuable relics of the Koman 
wall : the Natural History Sodety, possessing also a museum, espe- 
dally rich in the mineralogioal department; the Medical and 
Balneal Society, with its valuable library; the Law Sodety, which 
also has a valuable library, purchased chiefly fW>m the executors of 
the late R. H. Williamson, Esq.. of Newcastle, the distinguished bar- 
rister. The Library of the Literary and Philosophical Sodety is 
adoraed with acast of Lough's Milo ; a statue, in marble, of the late 
Jamee Losh, Esq., Recorder of Newcastle, by Lough; busU of 
Bewick, Brougham, Losh, Dr. C. Hutton, Watt, Boulton, and the 
Rev. William Turner; and (in the reading-room) portraits of Grey, 
Brou^tiam, Turner, Hutton, Dr. Morrison, and others. The walls 
at the entrance-hall are enriched with casts of the Townley Vase, 
die Elgin Marbles, &c. " The Literary and Philosophical Sodetv," 
says MrTSopwith in his admirable " Pocket Guide," (published this 
week,) "chiefly owes its origin to the Rev. William Turner, whose 
name, it has been justly observed, ' will be lonj; perpetuated by all 
who duly regard the union of moral worth with the constant and 
useful exerdse of superior talents.' " In the erection of the build- 
ing, Lough, the most daring and original sculptor of the present 
day, worked aa a common mason. 

The Mineralogist will find Mr. Button's large collection of mine- 
rals in the Museum, at the Literary and Philosophical Sodety ; but 
the Botanist, unfortunately, will miss the collection of Mr. Winch, 
(a gentleman who will probably be recollected by many of the bota^ 
niml strangere), Mr. W. having bequeathed his horUu siccus and 
library to the Linnsan Society of London. We are quite sure, 
however, that Mr W. Robertson, or Mr. Thomhill, will be happy 
to inve every information to vidton upon the botany of the district. 
A list of the plants of the neighbourhood, by Mr. Winch, was pub- 
lished by the Natural History Sodety, a little time ago, and will bo 
fbund in the Transactions of that Society. 

The Conchologistwill be gratified bv the superb collection of Mr. 
Adamson , and we underatand that Mr. Joshua Alder possesses h 
very fine collection of English shells. 

"The Ornithologist should endeavour to make a friend of Mr. 
John Hancock, whose birds, preserved by himself, are su- 
perb spedmens. Mr Winoate is the great profesdonol bird-stufler 
of the North. Mr. Selby, the author of the magnificent work on 
British Ornithology, is a Northumbrian. His residence is Twizell 
House. Should any ornithologist happen tu be in Weardale, we 
should recommend him to request a sight of Mr. Rippon's Museum 
•f Birds, at Sunhope CasUe. 

The Natural History Sodety ia in poasesdon of the finest collec- 
tion of ooraUines in the kingdom, the gift of the Earl of TankerviUr. 
We have already noticed two or tliree gentlemen who possess collec- 
tions illustrative of Natural History, ice. ; and we have since found, 
in Richardson's useftil "Companion," the following more complete 
list :— " Mr. John Adamson, shdls, minerals, coins, and books ; Mr 
Charles Adamson, eggs ; Mr. Jonathan Alder, British shells; Mr. 
Backhouse, birds; Mr. R. Bowman, plants; Mr. J. T. Brockett, 
coins and books ; Mr. J. H. Fryer, Mr. Thomas Hancock, and Mr. 
J. Gamett, shells ; Mr. John Hancock, birds, eggs, and insects ; Mr. 
W. C. Hewitson, eggs and insects; Mr. Hutton, minerals; and Mr. 
G. Wailes, insecU." 
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Mr. John Bell, of Gateabead, garteyw, i« t paiiiMakiJig anti- 
qoary, and will, wp are sure, most chrarAjlly f^re accesa to his 
treasures. Mr. R. possessed aii extenslTe eoUccdon of ballads, 
last-dying speeches and confessions, and other typographical 
productions. 

A portion of the famous Roman Wall and Ditch may be seen at Den- 
ton, two miles westof Newcastle; but this interesting |iiece of antiquity 
will amply repay a journey further westward, to the neighbouiiiood 
of Stairthawbank, near Corbridge, where considerable remains of 
the wall can be wen, and the ditch distinctly traced for many miles. 
The Ruins at Houst^steads, thirty miles f^om Newcastle, on the line 
of the wall, hare b«en named by Stukely " The Tadmor of Britain." 
The Antiquarian So<'iety"s collection includes more than a hundred 
altars and inscribed stones found on this line of road, chiefly at 
Housesteads. The larger ones are exposed to view in the piazza, 
behind the Literary and Philosophical Society. The Roman road 
of Watlincr street may also be distinctly seen at Corbridjre, and is 
Indeetl still used. The late Rev. Anthony Tledley formed a large 
collection of Roman autiquities, the locality in which he resided 
having largely assisted him in so doing, and we believe the collection 
IS Htill to be aeeu there. Vestiirt's of the Roman road from South 
Shields, westward, called the Wrekendykc, are still visible in the 
neighbourhood of Wrekenton(a villain on Gateshead Fell), so called 
by the Rev. Mr. Hodgs<m. the historian of Northumberland, and 
present vicar of Kirkwhelpinfiton , in that county, from its proximity 
to the Wrekendyke; and between Bykerand Mr. Buddie's residence 
at " WalVs-end/' the line of wali may be traced. 

The Geologist should visit the banks of Uie Allen, at Steward, 
west of Newcastle. There he will find the intersection of those two 
dislocations of the strata, the Burtryford and the Stublick Dykes. 

In the Fenham Division of Benwell Colliery, there is a Wliin 
Dyke, which is described by Mr. Buddie in the Transactiont of the 
Natural History Society. 

The Marsden Rock, on the seft-coast between Tynemouth and 
Sunderland, is of maioiesian limestone, and pos<M->>4es the peculiar 
quality of flexibility. Visitors to the London Museum will probably 
have there noticed a slice from this rock, so placed as to exhibit 
its sing>ilar property. 

Tyne Main ('olliery , the property of Losh & Co., within a mile of 
Newcastle, on the south bank of the Tyne. — The ptimpinsr engine of 
this esteblishment is of 200 horse power, and was marie at the 
Walker Iron Works, under the 8uperint<^ndmce of G. Stepht-nson, 
Esq., on Boulton & Watt's douhle-power principle. Three different 
seams of coal An> worked at this colliery. 

Killingwortli Colliery is remarkable for the larjre quantity of ma- 
chinery whirli is there in o^ration in the workings, and JMSsessea 
also ftrnt interest to ^'coloKists. 

Gosforth Pit is l.n) fathoms deep, and is in the immediate vicinity 
of the Great North Dvke. 

Jarrow Colliery is remarkable for several " troubles" or irregu. 
larities in the strnta. 

Cramlington and Seghill Collieries, pro<luce a coal much approved 
for stcam-enRines. 

The oririnal Wallsend Colliery, from the superior quality and 
irreat reputation of its hiKh-maiu seam, gure rise to all the " Walls- 
ends" in the coal market. The .seam is now exhausted in nearly 
the whole of the district The colliery i<i situated at a short distance 
from Wallsend church, on the banks of the Tyne, midway between 
Newcastle and Shields. The gas sreneraled in the pit is brought to 
the surfFuu* by a larf^ pipe, and there consumed, the flame present- 
iuK in the night time a most brilliant spectacle. We have been as- 
sured that as much pn<< is consumed in Uiis manner as would light 
the whole of Newcastle ! 

The Collifry of Messrs. Pemberton, at Monkwearmoutb, is the 
ileepest in the world. There is no shaft or bore equal to it in depth 
from the surface to the bottom, although there are some iKhich go 
farther below the level of the sea. The total depth is 1740 feet. The 
rope used in drawintr tlie coal weighs nearly five tons I A section of 
the strata is in the Museum of the Newcastle Natural History So< 
r.iety. 

Keaton Sluice, a harbour whose entrance is cut out of the solid 
rock, and Seaton Delaval.one of Sir John Vanburghs architeotural 
works, but now in ruins from Are, are wortiiy of being seen. 

The principal Potteries on the Tyne, are Messrs. Sewell dc Don- 
kin's, St. Anthonys; and Messrs. Fell & Co.'s, St. Peter's. 

The nearest Copperas Manufactories to Newcastle are Mr. Stan- 
Ion's, Benwell, Mr. Angas', Ou.neburn. Mr. Dunn's, at Felling 
Shore, and Mr. Sewells, and Messnt. Hunter & Co.'s, at Walker. 

The Shot Tower, and Lead and Paint Works, of Messrs. Walkers, 
Parlers, & Co., are at Elswick. Messrs. Locke, Blackett, 8c Co. 
faavf Lead and Paint Works at Oallowgate, and Messrs. James & 
Co. atOusebum. 

Roperies.— The Willington Rope Works ; Mr Joseph Crawhall's, 
St. Ann's Place ; Messrs. Smith's, St. Peter's ; and Messrs. Haggle 
and Sons, Gateshead. 

At Scotswood, a few miles west of Newcastle, are situated, Messrs. 
Grace & Cos., and Mr. Ramsay » l*aper Mills. There is here 
also a Suspension Bridge across tlxe Tyne. 

Iron is manufactured from the ore at Lemington, Birtley, and 
Wylam. 

Soap Works.— Messrs. Attwood ^Sc Co.'s, Gateshead: and Messrs. 
Doubleday & Easterby's, Close, NewraKtlo. 

Shipbuilding is carried on more exttMwively on the banks of the 
Wear than the Tyne. The largest building establishment in the 
immed\ate vicinity of Newcastle is that of Messts. Smith and Co., 
St. Peter's dock. 



Itailwmys.^TbeM are nuawroaa in tlie district, and eapeeiaUy in 
the county of Duriiam, which, on a reference to a ndlway-map, will 
be found completely reticulated with lines of iron rood. The New- 
castle and Carlisle Railway oonneeta the North and Iriah Seas. The 
Eastern terminuM is at Redheugfa, near Gateshead ; but a bridge ia 
projected, to cross the Tyne at Scotswood, over which the line wQl 
be carried, that it may have aterminus near the centre of Newcastle. 
The line will also be connected at Gateshead with the Brandling 
Junction Railway, which proceeds thence to South Shields and Monk- 
wearmouth. The Newcastle and North Shields Railway will redaoe 
the time of transit between the two places to a few minutes. On 
this line there are about 24 archways, crossing roads and streams 
There are also two bridges, one over the Ousebum, and the other over 
Willington Dean , well worthy of a visit The expense of theee bridges 
will reach about £70,000. Tliey are built upon the modem con- 
struction ottpoodrn, instead otatonr arches, and promise to be the 
railway Itons of the immediate district. The Stanhope and Tyne 
Railway eonnects this district with a country rich in mineral trea- 
sures. The Durtiam Junction Railway was projected in order to 
bring coal from South Durham fbr shipment on the Tyne. Strangers 
mN«/, if possible, visit the Victoria Bridge, on which this line crosses 
the Weaiv-one of the finest structures in the world. Its height is 
130 feet ; span of the river-areh, IGO feet ; and it is boilt entirely of 
stone. Mr. Gibb, of Aberdeen, is the architect. 

The Northumberland Flax Mill, which contains curious appara 
ttts and machinery, is at Ousebum. It belongs to Messrs. Clarke, 
Plummer and Co. 

The Engineer must visit Messrs. Stephenson's, and Messrs. 
Hawthorn's, Newcastle ; Messrs. Losh, Wilson, and Bell's, Wal- 
ker ; and Messrs. Hawks', Messrs. Abbot's, and Mr. Robson's, 
Gateshead. 

Plate Glass is made by Messrs. Cookson & Co. at South Shields, 
and ground and polished at their extensive works, Forth Banks. 
Newcastle. 

The eztfSBsivQ Le«d Mines of Mr. Beaumont (late M.P. for North- 
umberland,) at Allenheads, and the neighbourhood, have very hand- 
somely been thrown open to the "savans;" and the Newcastle and 
Carlisle Company have liberally ofTered to convey such of Uie mem- 
bers as wish to travel westward gratis. 

Crown Glass is made at the Newcastle Broad and Crown Glass 
Company's works, North Shore, NeAcastle; Richardson Ac Co.'s. 
St. Peter's ; and at the Tyne Glass Company's, South Shore. 

Common Green Glass 'Bottles are mwle at Cookson 6c Son's, the 
Close : and at Ridley & Co.'s, St. Peter's. 

Flint Glass Decanters, Glasses, &c. &c. are made and cut at the 
Northumberland Gla-ss Company's works. Skinner Bum; at the 
Stourbridge filass works; at Mr. Price's, Pipewellgate, Gateshead; 
and at Sbortridge 8c Co.'s, South Shields. 

Glass Staining may be seen at Mr. Gibson's, Newgate-street, and 
Mr. Wailes', Mosley-street. 

The Walker Iron Works, the property of Tx>sh, Wilson, & Bell, 
are situated on the North Bank of the Tyne, three or four miles be- 
low Newcastle, and consist of a foundry, refinery, rolling mills, 
forges, and an establishment for making Loeh's patent malleable 
iron wheels for railway carriages, and malleable iron rails for rail- 
ways. 

The Walker Alkali Works, the property of Losh & Co. closely 
at^ioin their iron works. Here soda and other alkalies are mann - 
ftutured. These works are the first of the kind established in Eng- 
land. Extensive alkali works have since been esteblished at Jarrow , 
by Cookson 8c Co. ; and there are many similar establtshmente on 
both sides of the Tyne, which will point themselves out to strangers 
by their lofty chimneys. 

The celebrated Iron Works, esteblished by Sir Ambrose Crawley, 
towards the close of the 17th century, are still in operation at the 
thriving village of Swalwell, five miles west of Gateshead ; and the 
numerous workshops of Winlaton, and the kindness of its inhabi- 
tents, will cause none to regret a visit to that quarter. Near those 
places is Axwell Park, one of the residences of the ancient fiunily of 
Clavering. 

The present bridge of Newcastle was built after the great flood 
of 1771, by which its predecessor was swept away. The counties 
of Northumberland and Durham have their boundary marked on 
the bridge by a blue stone. 

The Trinity House, Quayside, the hall of the Incorporated Mari- 
ners of Newcastle, is well worthy of a visit. Many curiosities con- 
nected with their calling, a library, and a fine painting (by Camii- 
chael,) of the bombardment of Agters, are to be seen there. In front 
of the hall, towards Broad-chare, is a small anchor, said to have 
been taken fr\)m the Spanish Armada. 

The Custom House, newly fronted, is on the Quay-side, near the 
Trinity House. 

The principal News Room in Newcastle is at the Exchange 
or Guildhall. There is a second in the Arcade, and a third in 
Drury-lane. 

The Royal Jubilee School, New-road, was founded in celebration 
of George the Third's entrance on the .Wth year of his reign. 

The historical inquirer will be curious to discover the site of 
Andereon-place. — Here King Charles is said to have resided, after his 
flight from Oxford, and his resignation of himseir to the protection 
of the Scotch, in 1646. In the following year, he was sold by his 
•« protectors " to the Parliamentary party, for £200.000. Mr. Grain- 
ger's new markets are built upon tlie site and grounds of this ancient 
palace. Ite conversion into a market was most appropriate. 

White Friar Tower, in the Close, is still in good preservation. 
From this tower upwards of 200 yards of the old town wall extends 
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northwards, and is the most perfect portion remuDing. Several 
other towers, erected in a line with the wall of the town, are still in 
existence. Mordon Tower, and the wall af^acent, exhibit vestiges 
of the sie^ of 1044. A cannon-bal] , found in the ruins during some 
comparatively recent repairs, ha« been gilded— (" beautified," as 
hurchwardena would say)— and is su9t)ended in the tower. Wall 
Knoll Tower, or Carpenters* Tower, is situated a little to the west of 
the Keelmen's Hospital, and was one of the towers of the Roman 
waU. 

The Black Friaiy was situate at the head of Westgatu-street, where 
portions of the building may be seen incorporated with the walls of 
modem edifices. 

St Mary's Chapel, a fine ruin, stands on the north bank of Ouse- 
bum, at Jesraond. The hospital to which it was attached has totally 
passed away. The man8ion>hoase immediately adjoining this rain 
was the residence of the late James Losh, Es*)., whose statue is in 
library of the Literary and Philosophical Society. 

In Grinding Chare, there is a house supposed to have been St. 
John's Chapel. The crypt is used as a cellar. 

Chare.— This term, peculiar to Newcastle and Gateshead, is an old 
Saxon word, synonymous with the Latin divertieulum—ti small 
street, turning out ftx)m a larger one. 

St. Nicholas' Church was founded in 1091, by Osmund, bishop of 
Salisbury. In 1S16, it was destroyed by fire : and the present 
stracture was erected in 13&9. The elegant and much-admired 
summit of the church is supposed to have been added in the follow- 
ing century. Several ancient and modem monuments are placed 
in this church, including one to the memory of Lord Collingwood. 
Within this buildinff there is also a valuable library, chiefly of 
divinity, and containing, amongst other bibliographical curioaities, 
the illuminated Bible formerly belonginff to the Abbey of Hexlaun. 
The great bell of this church weif^s 8,064 lbs. , which does not tall 
flu* short of the weight of the largest bell of St. Paul's, London. It was 
the gift of the late Mi^or Anderson, and was cast at the foundry of 
Messrs. Hawks & Co., Gateshead. 

St. Andrew's Church is supposed to be the oldert in Newcastle. 
Th« altar-piece was painted by Giordano. At the entrance of the 
ehaacd, there is a Norman arch, a perfect remain of antiquity. 

St. John's'.Church. — In the burifd-placo of this church lie the re- 
mains of Cunningham the poet, who, while in Newcastle with a 
company of players, died in 1773. 

All Saints' Church is a modem erection, occupjring the site of an 
old church bearing the same name. Its teJl spire forms a con- 
spiouous object in Newcastle. Its interior is of mahogany. 

St. Thomas's Chapel, near Barras Bridge, is a modern building of 
great architectural beauty. 

The Boman Catholic Chapel, Pilgrim-sfreet, was erected by its 
present minister, the Kev. J. Worswick, and opened in 1798. The 
congregation are at present raising a subscription to rear a more 
commodious and elegant bnildiug. 

Hanover-square Chapel, the meeting-house of the Unitarians, is 
built on ground formerly belonging to the ^Vhite Friai-s. One of its 
present ministers, the Rev. William Turner, has held his pastoral 
office over the congregation nearlv 57 years ! 

The Scotch Church, and the Independent (or St. James's) Chapel, 
are in Blackett-street. 

The Primitive Methodists have an elegant place of worship in 
course of election in Nelson-street. 

The Quakers' Meeting-house is in Pilgrim Street: their first 
place of meeting in this district was at Gateshead. 

The Wesleyan Methodists have several chapels in Newcastle, one 
of which, situated in Brunswick-place, will accommodate 2,900 
persons. 

The Wesleyan Methodists of the new connection, have a beauti Ail 
structure in Hood-street, which seabi 1,100 persons. 

In addition to these there are a larire number of other churches 
and chapels, belonging to the Establishment and the Dissenters, in 
Newcastle and Gateshead. 

The Blind Asylum.- This institution is yet in its infkney, buta 
few inmates may be seen at their employment of basket-making, 
knitting, &c., in Uie rooms at the Spital. 

The Infirmary stands on the Forth Bank. There is here an ex- 
tensive and valuable Medical Library. The Eye Infirmary is in 
Sav{ll»-row. There are also in Newcastle a Dispensary, House of 
Recovery from Fever, Lying-in Hospital, Lunatic Asylum, School of 
Medicine and Surgery, Philosophical and Medical Society, Medico- 
Chirurgieal Society, Medical and Surgical Society, Phrenological 
Society, Mechanics' Institute, Educational Society,and various other 
institutions. 

Gaol and House of Correction, Carliol-square, a new prison of su- 
perior arrangements for security, classification, &c. 

Newcastle Grindstones.— Tbe excellence of these grindstones is 
proverbial— ("a Jew, a Scotchman, and a Newcastle grindstone are 
to be met withall over the world").— The stone of which th«y are made 
is procured upon Gateshead Fell. There are Quarries of Free Stone 
at Carr's Hill and Gateshead Fell, from which the principal build- 
ings of the town of Newcastle, and Mr. Grainger's new streets, 
have been built. 

The Theatre, one of the finest erections of the kind in the countrv, 
stands in Grey-street, one of the finei»t streets in the world. This 
place of amusement will be open during the meeting of the Associa- 
tion. 

Tbe Ahwmhly R^om^i io Wmt^ate-street, are said to be the most 
commodiotu f^ t?ngJ»"^' ^'"''*'' "'' ^^^ alone excepted. 
■ Thr EMrkf.f p.lft '"* s'"'"***^ beCween Westgnte-stteet. near the 



Assembly Koi>ms. The old Music Hall is in Blackett-street: Mr- 
Grainger's new Music Hall in Nelson-street. 

The New Markets, bounded by Grainger, Claj'ton, Nelson, and 
Nun streets, cover about two acres of ground. The promenaide in 
the Green Market will afford to visitors an opportunity of becoming 
acquainted with this celebrated work of Mr. Grainger. 

The Westgale Cemetery, laid out in the manner ofPere la Chaise, 
is situated at the junction of the Carlisle road find Elswick lane. The 
number of burials average 240 yearly. The Jesmond Fields Cemetery 
is situated on the north side of Newcastle. 

Public Baths are in progress of formation to the north of Saville- 
row and Ellison-place, in the centre of a field, the principal entrance 
to which is from Northumberland-street. This will be one of the 
most ornamental public works of the town, and on a bcale equal to 
any baths in the kingdom. 

The Roval Arcade leads out of Pilgrim-street into the Manors. 
Here are the Post, Excise, and Stamp OfHces. 

The Newcastle Water Company have their establishment, for fil- 
tering the water of the Tyne, at £l8wick Here, a powerful steam- 
engine throws the water to a high elevation, that it may flow into all 
parts of the town. 

The Moot Hall flues the passenger as he walks along Tyne 
Bridge from Gateshead, and casts his eye upward. The assixes 
for Northumberland are held in this building, which occupies the 
site of a Roman station. 

Gateshead FeU.— At this spot William the Conqueror fouffht and 
routed Malcolm, King of Scotland, and Edward Athelstan, ^o were 
at the head of a body of Danish insurgents ; and hither the Sheriff* 
of Northumberland proceed in great state, at assize-time, to meet 
the judges. 
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Joseph Price, Esq., presented to the church a beautiful window of 
stained glass. The edifice is at present undergoing extensive re- 
pairs. 

Trinity Chapel, Gateshead, was in a state of dilapidation till 
Cuthbert Ellison, Esq., of Hebbnm Hall, presented the site and re- 
mains to the rector and churchwardens, since which it has been re- 
stored by subscription, and is again used for divine worship. It is 
ot its class a fine specimen of early English architecture. 

The handsome bridge, crossing the High-street, Gateshead, is a 
viaduct for the Brandling Junction Railway. 

Ravensworth Castle, the seat of tbe amiable family of Liddell 
(Lord Raveusworth), is situated three miles from Gateshead. 

Pipewellgate, Gateshead.— In this narrow alley, the cholera ragrd 
fearfully during the prevalence of that awfVil malady in the ) o- 
rough. In the cholera burying-ground, near to St. Edmund's rba- 
pe], a monument is erected' to the memory of 222 of its victims, 
there interred. 

It is worthy of remark, that the Dispensary of Gateshead- pei haps 
the most valuable pro}>erty it possesses — owes its establishro tnt to 
the ravages of tbe cholera, and to the pbilanthiopic suggestion of Mr. 
James Qiarlton, the present much-respected master of the Am horage 
School. 

Jarrow Church, near South Shields.— The monastery of Jarrow 
was founded by Ceolfrid, in the year 681. The proof of thi-* fact is 
an old stone, bearing a Saxon inscription to that effbct, which was 
found in the wall of the old church, and is now placed over i he chan- 
cel of the new edifice— one of the most curious relics of antiquity in 
existence. The church also contains one of the first bells used Ibr 
religious purposes in England. The chair of the Venerable Bede is 
in the vestry ; and a stone building exists near the church, in which 
(it is said) he studied and wrote. 

Tyneroonth, as its name imports, is at the mouth of Uie Tyne, 
and a very beautiAU and attractive village. Here are the ruins 
of Tynemouth Priory, and other objects of intc'cst. The inhabit- 
ants anticipate the pleasure of having the company of the British 
Association to breakftist some morning in next week : and the la* 
dies of the baths will be happy to give the savans a isast of their 
office, if they desire a dip in the sea. Adjacent to Tynemouth are 
the thriving towns of North and South Shields, which were insigni- 
ficant fishing villages a ftw centuries ago. 

Near Tynemouth, to the south, a basaltic dvke (oontaininff chloro- 
phcBite) crosses the rothetodtelicgende— <a word, which w e will not bind 
our readers to pronounce, lest euphony be throne intc convulsions). 
This is one of the most interesting dislocations yet discovered in the 
coal districts of England. It is the celebrated " Grei t" or *< Ninety 
Fathoms Dyke," (although the displacement of strata is, in places, 
twice that extent,) traversing the coal-formation from Cullerooats 
westward, by Killingworth, &c., and continuing foi some distance 
up Tynedale. Near Cullercoats it is seen under flftVv>urable circum- 
stances, the aforesaid unprotiounceabU being thro^ n in opposition 
to the coal-series, and the rocks on each side of the plane of disloca- 
tion scratcbed and grooved by tbe movement of the mass. At Whit- 
ley quarry, the magneslan limestone is thrown down on the north side 
of the dyke ; while on the sonth side the ooal-measni es touch the sur- 
face, which shows no sign of the extraordinary movement of the 
rocks. 

The Iron Bridge, at Sunderland, which spans the Wear with one 
light and lofly arch, has been rendered Amiiliar to the public by 
pnnts on paper and crockery. The stranger- mmbers of the Asso- 
ciation may now see the original ; and at the same time ei^oy a 
walk on the piers at the entrance of tlic river, and i nspect the N or(h 
Dock. The church at thr North Shore is an in In-eating Miftrr. 
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Durham, with itK cnMiodral and lovely w»lk^ - Harih pool, witli 
ita bold rocks undrvioAins of antiquity — The pivlt} town of Stock- 
ton, and Uie .icenery on the Tf<^ — Alriwirk, with ii«« ensile and plea- 
sare-gro-aiilS'Hflxbain, aboundingr in historic 1 asHociations— 
Pfttdhoe, Hilton, Laitibton, and Lumley Ca.Htlc<«— Warkwortb, and 
the views on the Coquet— will amply repay a visit, «-ith many other 
loealitiea, which we cannot iind spare to notice. 

Of For fuller information on m.uir points, str infers are refer- 
red to Mr. Kiehardnon's "Companion," and Mr. Si'puii'j's "Pocket 
Ouidep" pabliahed this week, to which the compiler of these oolumuA 
has been much Indebted. 



A Special Meeting of the Borouufh -holders and 
Freemen was held on Friday, September 7. at the Anchor- 
aye. The nuMJtinff consisted ofubout 2 J ptTM>ns, Kalpb VVv- 
)am,E!»q., in the chair. Mr. Willis read a Iiep<»rt fnnii the 
Committee appointe<l in May last, ** to Ae\\<.t' the mean* 
ben adapted lor makine the property of the b.»n>ii'.:h-holdrrs 
and freemen a* far a** po.>sible available f*»i* their benelit* 
The Committee i^'coniraended that the Briek Mill should 
be puHed down, and four houses built on the .«»iie. They 
thought that the housei would cost £l,(KX), but that the safe 
of the old materials of the mill Mould ixtluce the outlay to 
isOO— a sum which, they sugire^ted, might be raised bv 
the appropriation of from' twfi to three years' rents of the 
borough property. The Report also conLaiileil** a scheme" 
for the leasins: oiit of the Windmill flills for a term of years 
(not .specified by the committee), for builrJin*: pitrpo^es ; and 
It was proposed that the borou]2;h- holders and freemen 
should have the first oflfer of the sites; after which, in case 
any should remain, they should be thrown o\Hin to public 
competition. Mr, Willis moved the reception and adoption 
of the Report, which was seconded by Mi. William Hymen*. 
Mr. Honevman moved an amendment, to the eticct that it was 
Dotexpeclienf to build the houses hut that the mill should be 
sold, and Mr. Smith be given a further security for his 
money upon the rest ot the bomtigh property; which was 
seconded by .Mr. Hindc, Mr. Willis said he was instructed 
by Mr. Smith to say, that if the meeting: did not agree to 
build the four hou'st-s, he would i^uire the repayment of 
bis ntoncy at present on mortgage of the mill. The Chair- 
man thot'ight that the amendment could not be entertained, 
after such an intimation from Mr. Smith; but Mr. .lames 
Hymei-s showed that the proceedings of the meeting did not 
depend upon the. concurrence of Mr. Smith — in which Mr. 
Willis aarreed. The amendment wj(s rejected by 13 to 7. 
Mr. James Hynters then proposed that the question be con- 
sidered at the' next half-yearly meeting; and that, in the 
meantime, the accounts* of tfie stewards, from the time of 
the last division of money to the 1 trh May, 1S38, be 
printed and sent to each' borouifh-holder and trc.raan; 
which was seconded by Mr. George Watson. \tr. William 
Hymers objected to delay, and asked whether the meeting 
would ftanction the exposure of their private aeeonntsj td 
which Mr. James Hvmers replied, thai se^ resy created sus 
picinn. After Mr. VVillis had expressed his dis>ent, the 
amendment was put and nei;ativetl, only three persons 
voting in its favour. The oiiginal Report was then put to 
the vole and carried, and the meetinc adjourned. 

The £.\'aniination of the Boys of the Chapel 
school, Gateshead, took place on Thursday, in tiie presence 
of *he worthv rector of the parish, the Rev. Mr. Collinson, 
and a small number of ladies and gentlt men— much smaller 
than we expected to find assembled on so interesting an 
occasion. The various classes acquitted themselves very 
creditably, and, by their prolicienuyj bore testimony to the 
cote and ability of their teacher, Mr. Masterion. The pen- 
manship of the scholars was in general of a superior <?ha- 
racter, and the elder lads exhibiied considerable skill in 
figures, including »* mental arithmetic "— !hat excellent 
exerciite for the youthful pupil. We were much gratified 
that the religious instruction of the boys was of a practical 
nature,bcing chiefly confined to thoseessential points on which 
Christians of all persuasions are agreed; the les-on-books 
consisting in general of judicious selections irom, or abridg. 
menu of, the Sacred Scriptures. At the clo»e of the fexa- 
mination, Mr. Collinson paid a deserved compliment to the 
master, and prizes were distributed to the boys who had 
most distinguished themselves, and to even* one a goodly 
currant-bun. The nuniber of boys tn the -rhool is about 200. 



THE GATESHEAD TOWN COUNCIL. 

|; Jamks Tollock, K.Hq., Mayor. 

Ai.UKRMF.v coCNCiLLORS, /; Fairbiim, J. ;/ Pi ice, Joseph. 

Abbot, John AttwooJ, C. Graham, E /> Revely, Thri. 

/>Barras, .T. p Brockett,\V.H./) Hymers, J. Itobson, Jos. 

Hall, Mich. jBCout.Jos. ;/Hyuiers, W. Robson. Hob. 

Hawks, G p Cummins, T. Johnson, J. B. p Rowntr«e, W. 

p Wilson, T. Davidson, J. p Matcliiti, B. p Sowerby, Geo. 

Davis, Robt. [Those marked p were present. ] 

The Council met by adjournment on We<lnesday, Sejx 27. 
The Town Clerk read the minutes of the previous meeting. 

THE GATF8IIEAD POST-OFFICE. 

Mr. Coi'T rose to bring forward tlie motion of which he 
had given notice, in reference to the Gateshead post -office. 
This ofiice (he s.\id) was establishetl in the year 1771, and 
was only intended to be temporary, as a protection to the 
inhabitants agiiinst inconvenience during the building of 
the Tyne Bridge. It was found, howexcr, to be so advanta- 
geous* to the towii, that it was made permanenu At that 
timt?, and for several years followint;, letters were not deli- 
. vcred on Gateshead Fell ; but complaints having been made, 
the practice of delivering letters on the Fell was commenced. 
This wa« about twenty years ago, and the delivery at first 
took place only once a week. Subsei|ueutly, a second deli- 
very in the week was instituted ; and from that time, down 
to the present, no alteratioii had been made. There was, in 
consequence, great delay in the delivery of letters, and con- 
siderable loss and annoyance. This he was prepared to 
prove, lie had himself'been a sufferer; and many of the 
other inhabitants of the Fell, on learning thai he had given 
notice of a motion on the subject, had placed letters in his 
hands, to prove that they also had strong grounds of com- 
plaint against the present regulations of the oflice. — 
Mr. Cout here produced a bundle of letters, and proved that 
it Was common for himself and others to receive notices of 
meetings two or three days after the meetings had taken 
}Jlaee; that letters complaining of the non-acknowledgment 
of the receipt of remittances of money had been received as* 
early as the remittances ; that letters, irftjofating the n6ar 
approach of the death of friends, had not been delivered till 
those friends were dead and intei'red ; and that in many 
other cases much pain and annoyance were experienced by 
the inhabitants of the Fell, which might be obviated by a 
change in the regulations of the post- office. There were 
now about 800 houses on the Fell (continued Mr. Cout), and 
a population of from 3/)00 to 4,000 souls ; and he thought it 
was not too much to ask that they should have a more frequent 
delivery of letters. He had no wish to ca>t blame on the 
pcrs(Mis conn* cted with the (iateshcad post-ofliec. That 
establishment might be as well conducted now as ever it was, 
but certainly some change in the system was needed. LetU^rj, 
were deliNcrcd when they were of ho use, and the post-ofiiee 
chargesik were excessive. He would therefore move — 

Tiiat a Cnminiiu>e of the Aldermen and CounriUors for the South' 
Ward Ik.' appointed, to Uika into their early conMiderutiou the (rric- 
vouscxpenjM.* and delay nUending the delivery of letleiN on G.iteshead 
»1I; and that they adopt such measures for tlie remedying or the 
same as may be most exiiediuat, and report to this Coanuil the re- 
sult of their proceedings. 

He had forgol to obvene, that the Gateshead po^t-offiee 
stamp did not give the dale on which lerrers were posted. 
This, he thought, ■. as an omission which ought to be re- 
medied. 

The Tows Clkrk: The omission is owing to the mode 
in which the post-oince was establishcil in Gateshead. — i 
believe it is inU»ntied shortly to have the letters dated. 

Mr. Price : The mail passes over the Fell twice a-duy, 
and it would be easy to establish a daily delivery. 

Mr. Cummins seconded the motion. 

Mr. RowNTREK had much pleasure in giving it his sup- 
;>ort,cven at the risk of being pwceeded against for libel. 
(Laughter.) He hail received two thit^tening letters on the 
subject of the remarks which he had made at the last meet- 
ingof the Council; but he would say again, that the post- 
office was conducted in a slovenly and disgraceful manner. 
In w&i not unusual to see the' old man carrying letters 
10 the Fell when he was disgracefully drunk, and dirty and 
mirv in conseciuonee of his drnnkcnness ; while a whole 
troop of boys weiv al his heel^, playing tricks upon him, 
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&nd laugbittg at bis condition. Was not \hh both slovenly 
and disgraceful? The letters ought to been trusted to pro- 
per hands, and be could see no obstacle in the way of a 
daily delivery. It might be said that this could not be ex- 
pected, when it was considered that the number was very 
small { but if the change proposed was made, the number 
would not be small. At present, it was absurd to suppose 
that persons would post letters, who wished tliem to be deli- 
verett immediately, and knew that they would be detained 
until they could sene no other purpose than to put parties 
to exnense ; but let a daily delivery be established, and the 
number of letters would be considerable. 

The Mator suggested that the person sent to the Fell 
might also deliver letters on the Hills and in Bensham. He 
thought there should be a receiving-house at the Fell 

The motion was now put and carried. 

THB BOROUGH PROPERtY. 

Mr. RowNTREE said, that, under all the circumstances 
ofthecase,he would withdraw for the present his motion 
for the levying a rate of one penny in the pound, to raise a 
fund for trying the borough-property cjuestion in a court 
of law. He would take this opportunity of correcting a 
statement made at the last meeting of the Council, and 
which was so false, that he was sure the Councillor by 
whom it was made must have spoken without reflection, 
and would be glad to set himself right wirh the public, 
when his error was pointed out. Mr. Sowerby had asserted 
that he had himself^paid already £50 towards the law-cx- 
penses incurred by the borough ; but as that gentleman was 
not rated on more, at the utmost, than £600, and the rate 
was only 3d. in the pound, his proportion of the expenses 
would not exceed £7 10s. 

The Town Clerk : The whole law expenses did not 
amount to much more than £400. 

Mr. SowERBTexplained,that he observed that he had paid 
nearly £50, but he did not mean to say that it all went in 
law expenses : it included the general expenditure of the 
borough, and how much went for law he could not state. 

Mr. Brocket r : But if you will inform us upon what 
sum you are rated, ipe will tell you at once how much went 
inlaw expenses. (Laughter.) It is a plain question in 
arithmetic, and there need be no doubt on the subject I 
eertainly understood you to say that the whole £50 had 
gone towards the law-bills; and if you did not mean to con- 
vey that impression to the Council, why mention the £50 at 
all ! It was, I must say, very disingenuous, to urge, in op- 
position to my motion on tnc borough property question, 
that you had already paid £50, when you were conscious that 
not a fifth part of that sum had been applied in law ex. 
penses. 

SLAUGHTER HOUSES :— PUBLICANS AND BEERHOUSE- 
KEEPERS. 

Mr. Price gave notice of a motion for the suppression of 
slaughter houses in public streets and thoroughfare^; also 
of a motion for the closing of all public houses and beer, 
shops in the borough on the Sabbath day. The slaughter- 
houses in the streeU were a great nuisance to the public ; 
and as for the drinking houses, he understood that they were 
established for the accommodation of travellers, and not for 
resident persons to frequent on the Sabbath day, and get 
drunk. On a Sunday, it was common to see persons turned 
out of these places in droves, before the hours of divine wor- 
ship, and flocking back again when service was over; and 
many were to be seen reeling about the streets in a state of 
intoxication. 

The Mayor : The evil is to be lamented, but I doubt we 
cannot put it down. The churchwardens, I believe, have 
some power in the matter. 

Mr. Price : Bat the churchwardens don't seem to know 
tlieir duty. 

Mr. Brockett : 1 am surprised that the churchwardens 
should be ignorant of their auty — ^it is the third year, I 
believe, for some of them. (Laughter.) 

It was stated that the Watch Committee had taken mea- 
sures for the repression of disorderly conduct in public 
houses, &c., ana Mr. Fairbairn said, that Mr. Price 
should exert himself^ as a member of the Watch Committee, 
for the correction oi the evil of which he complained. 

Adjourned to the i7th of October. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE GATESHEAD OBSSRYER. 

Sib,— In yoar report of the prooeedingB of the Gateshead Town 
Coandl.Mr. Rowntreels stated to hare said/' that the assertion 
made by Mr. Sowerby, that he had paid nearly £SO towards the 
law ezpenees inoarrwl by the borough, was 8olUse,that he was 
sure the Couneillor by whom it was made most have spoken without 
reflection, and would be glad to set himself right with the pablic, 
when bit error was pointetl out :" that as "he was not rated upon 
more than £600 at the utmost," his proportion of the expenses 
would not exceed £7 10s. In reply, jou make Mr. Sowerby to 
•ay, that he bad paid nearly £A0, bat aid not mean to say that it 
all went in law-ezpenses— it mdaded the general expenditure of the 
borough. 

Now, Sir. it appears to me, that Mr. Sowerby. has not entirely 
"set himself right with the public." I will Uierefore beg of you to 
state a few facts, in order to assist him in doing so. 

The whole amount of borough rate paid by the parish of Gates- 
head, since the reform of its old Corporation, amounts to j^ 1,126 7s. 
5d.; of which item, Mr. Sowerby, being rated anon £664 2s., has 
only paid £19 16s. 2^d. ; out of which, £7 Is. 4*4. has been paid 
towards the law expenses, which amounted to £402. If by these 
calculations Mr. Sowerby should be able to *' set uimself right with 
the publio," it will afford great pleasure to 

Toar most obedient serrant, 

Gateshead, Sept. 27, 183S. scrutatox. 



Revising Barristers, Gateshead. — Courts 
were held at the Goat Inn, Sept 27th, when there were 
several new claims for the North Division of Durham, but 
not one objection. For the borough of Gateshead, there 
was one claim and one objection. The proceedings pos • 
sessed no interest 

A few friends of tbe Gateshead Mechanics' Insti- 
tute have commenced a subscription for the pnrpose of pur- 
chasing and presenting to the institution a complete set of 
the Journals of the Lords and Commons (consisting of about 
IfiO vols, in excellent binding), which is at present in the 
market at the low price of about £34. We trust that so 
favourable an opportunity will not b« lost of enriching the 
public library of our borough, by adding to it this valuable 
book of reference and instruction. 

Gateshead Union. — At the meeting of the 
Board, Sept 25th, (Mr. Cowen in the chair), the contracts 
were let for the ensuing six months, with the exception of 
'that for bread and flour, for which there was only one offer, 
and that too high. The oflfer of Sissuns & Son, as contrac- 
tors for the supply of butcher meat, was accepted by the 
Guardians; Mr. Matcbitt's, for groceries ; Mr. Oliver's, for 
clothing ; and Mr. Jo^ph Jackson's, for coals. The contract 
for bre^and flour was ordered to be again advertised. 

The members of the Gateshead Cricket Club have 
subscribed fh)m their funds one guinea annually to the 
Gateshead Dispensary. 

Gateshead Fell Dahlia Show. — ^Monday 
Oct 1, was a ereat day on the Low Fell, having been selected 
for the first Dahlia Show held in that place. The inhabi- 
tants made holiday on the occasion, entertaining a becoming 
feeling of pride that a new institution and source of attrac. 
tion and improvement was added to their locality. The ex- 
hibition took place at the Gateshead Arms, the worthy 
landlord of which (Mr. Hetherington) disnlaved a splendid 
flag in front of his house, in honour of the show. The 
flowers exhibited were not numerous, but of great beauty : 
and the judges (Messrs. M. Bates, J. Lister, and J. Wilson,) 
awarded the premiums as follows : — 

Best Tariegated Dahlia, Mr. William Maaghan, Usworth.— Mr. 
M.'s flower was the Marchioness of Tavistock. 

Seoond4>est, Mr. Joseph Tumbull, ^{ardener to W. Peareth, Esq. 
Usworth House.— Marchioness of Tavistock. 

Best selt-ooloored Dahlia, Mr. Thomas Liddell, Low l-ell.— Mar- 
quis of Lothian. «. .. „ 

Second.be8t,Mr. Maaghan— Suffolk Hero. 

Best thrae variegated Dahlias, Mr. Thomas Coulson, Chowdeaa. 
Seoond-best, Mr. John Ford, Derwent Crook. 

Best three self-coloared Dahlias, Mr. Ford. Second-best, Mr. 
Georffe Ismay, gardener to C. J. Bigge, Esq. Dunston HiH. 

Best six Dahlias of diflterent sorts, Mr. J. V. Storey, Newcastle. 
Seoond-best, Mr. Ford 

Best twelve Dahlias, Mr. Storey. Seeond-best, Mr. Ismay. 
After the award, there was a dinner at the mn, which has 
lately undergone several improvements. SO gentlemen sat 
down in the new room— a comfortable and spacious apart- 
ment; and about 30 dined in the parlour below. The chair 
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was taken by Mr. Alderman Wilson, and Mr. Cout and Mr. 
Ferguson officiated as Vice-chairmen. The dinner was 
excellent, and did great credit to the skill and liberality of 
Mr. and Mrs. Hetherington. At the close of the repast, and 
when the cloth was removed, the Chairman gave the toasts of 
« The Queen," and ** The Duchess of Kent and the rest of the 
Royal Family,'* which were drunk with appropriate honours. 
Several other toasts followed, among which were—** Her 
Majesty's Ministers'* ^ The Successful Competitors in the 
Dahlia Show," ** The Unsuccessful Competitors," " The 
Town and Trade of Gateshead Fell " (a jocufar toast of 
long standing), "The Mayor and Corporation of Gateshead," 
** The Borough Magistrates," " The Churchwardens of 
fjatesbead," " The Press, and the Editor of the Observer" 
" The Bishop of Durham," " Messrs. G. & T. Sowerby, 
and the Coal Trade," " The Chairman," " The Vice Chair 
man," " Mrs. Wilson," « Michael Hall, Esq." « Mr. and 
Mrs. Hetherington, the worthy host and hostess of the 
(lateshcad Arms." Mr. Brockett, afler returning thanks on 
behalf of the Borough Magistrates, proposed the health of 
*' Mr. James Hymers, a genuine sample of unsophisticated 
old Gateshead.*^' (Laughter.) Mr. Hymers (said Mr. B. 
was certainly of a somewhat rough exterior (laughter), but 
it would be well if those who prided themselves on their 
superior polish, would take example by his inflexibility (of 
principle, his unbending integrity, andhis undeviating con- 
sistency, which far outweighed mere extrinsic graces. — Mr. 
Ferr>',*who, with other gentlemen, enlivened the evening 
with'songs, made a few judicious remarks on the advanta 
?es of encouraging a taste for vocal music, and expressed 
his regret that this branch of education did not receive 
more attention in schools and private families. — ^Mr. Cout, 
the Vice President, was amonfr the singers, and caused 
much amusement b^ the poetical ingenuity with which he 
intnxluced the praises of the Dahlia Show and Gateshead 
Fell, into that thundering, warlike song, " When Vulcan 
forged the bolts of Jove!" — Mr. Hetherington was called 
upon to sin^ bis favourite local ditty, in which the ** march " 
of the Fell is graphically poitrayedi, and which, increasing 
in length with the progress of improvement in the district, 
threatens, at no aistant day, to rival the 119th Psalm ! 
The evening was, altogether, most pleasantly spent, 
and the landlord and landlady were mucn praisea for the* 
successful efforts which they had made to insure the com- 
fort of their guests. 

Borough of Gateshead. — On the Istof Novem- 
l)er, six councillors, and on the 9tb^ three aldermen, 
will go out of office in this borough, viz. : — 



SOUTH WABD. 

Mr. Aid. Michael Hall 
Mr. Wm. Rowntree 
Mr. George Sowerby 



EAST WARD. 

Mr. Aid. Geo. Hawks 
Mr. James H)miers 
Mr. Joseph Riobson 



WEST WARD. 

Mr. Aid. John Barraa 
Mr. Thos. Cummins 
Mr. Thomas Kerely 



The whole are eligible to re-election. The choice of alder 
men rests with the councillor8,and with such of the aldermen 
as do not this year go out of office. The manner in which 
the choice must be made has been chan>;ed by the Act 1 
Vic, cap. 78, sec. 14, which provides as follows: — ^'* Every 
member of the Council entitled U) vote in the election may 
vote for any number of persons not exceeding the number of 
Aldermen then to be chosen, by personally delivering to the 
Mayor orChairman of the meeting,a voting paper containing 
the Christian name and surname of the persons for whom 
he votes, with tiieir respective places of aoode and descrip- 
tions, such paper being previously signed with the name of 
the member of Council voting; and the Mayor or Chairman 
of the meeting, as soon as all the voting papers have been 
delivered to him, shall openly produce ana read the same, 
and immediately afteni'ards deliver them to the Town Clerk, 
to be kept among the records of the borough j and in case 
of equality of votes among those entitled to vote, the Mayor 
or Chairman shall have a casting vote, whether or nut' he 
may be entitled to vote in the first instance." Previous 
to uie election of Aldermen, on the 9th of November, the 
new Mayor will be chosen. Mr. Aldeiman Barras is spoken 
of as likely to succeed Mr. Pollock. But a Question arises, 
*' Can an Alderman, vho^e term of office expires on the 9th 
of November, be on that day elected to the office of Mayor ?" 
There is also another question : — ** Can the outgoing Alder 
men of Nov. 9, be elected to the offi. e of Councillor on the 
1st 1" To the first, we are induced to answer ** Yes," though 



we think such a circumstance was never contemplated. To 
the second, the answer, we think, must be '^ No,** although 
no good principle would be iiyured by such a proceeding. 
Both difficulties arise out of the bungung manner in which 
the Lords ** amended** the English Municipal Act 



THE GATESHEAD TOWN COUNCIL. 



ALDERKBN 

Abbot, John 

p Barras, J. 

p Hall, Miob. 

Hawks, G 

Wilson, T. 



p James Pollocx, Esq., Mayor. 

COUNCILLORS. Faifbaim. J. 

Attwood,C. '^-^ — ^ 
p Brockett,W.H 



p Prioe, JoM|»h. 
p JRevelT, Thos. 



f airoairn^. 

Graham, £ y xkcmty, j.uua. 

P orucKeUfVT .n. H]rmen, J. p Bobaon, Jos. 
p Cout, Jos. p Hyiners, W. Bobson, Bob. 
p Cummins, T. Johnson, J. B. p Rowntree, W. 
p Davidson, J. p Matehitt, B. p Sowerby, Geo. 
p Davis, Bobt [Those marked p were present.] 



This body met by adjournment on 17th Oct, 1838, at 12 
o'clock, when the Town Clerk read the proceedings of tbe 
last meeting, and reported from the Watch Committee that 
thev had resolved to appoint in future two permanent day 
and night constables, and four ordinary night constables, 
instead of eight night constables as heretofore— in the belief 
that additional day police would be more beneficial to the 
town. There had been nine candidates for the office of per. 
manent policemen, out of which number three had been 
selected, and two of those would be appointed on Monday. — 
Report confirmed. A Report was also read from the Market 
Committee, of which the following is a copy : 

** The Committee appointed to superintend the building of 
the Police Station at the south end of Tyne Bridge, report 
that a discussion had arisen with the Corporation of New- 
castle as to the legal title to the site of the building ; and a 
deputation waited upon the Finance Committee of Newcastle 
on Friday last That it appears desirable that a Committee 
should be appointed, with full power to enter into and com- 
plete such arrangements relative to the property in question 
as to such Committee may appear expedient; and with 
power to order payments to the builders as and when they 
may become due. 

The Report was received and confirmed on the motion of 
Mr. Aid. HaU, seconded by Mr. W. Hymers. 

Mr. Price being called upon by the Mayor, to brin^ for- 
ward the motions of which he had given notice, said he 
withdrew that respecting public houses, being desirous of 
fii St seeing what the improved police could diect— but he 
thought it was absolutely necessary that the present system 
of slaughta-ing cattle in shops in the main streets of the 
borough should be abolished, and a place either provided 
by the Council for the purpose, or the butchers compelled 
to provide one. He thought a back place could be procured 
at little expense: indeed he would not begrudge a little extra 
price for tnc meat to meet the expense, if necessary. He 
made a motion accordingly ; upon which the Town Clerk 
read an extract from the Bye-Laws, by which it appeared that 
parties slaughtering cattle in the streets are liable to a pen- 
alty of £5; but the Town Clerk doubted whether the law 
could reach persons slaughtering in shops a^oining the 
street Mr. Price said he had been assured by very good 
authority— a solicitor — an old one too, of the borough, that 
the Council did possess the power. — Mr. Aid. Hall recom 
mended Mr. Pnce to refer the case to the Bye-law com- 
mittee, to which he assented : upon which Mr. Brockett 
moved as an amendment, ^ that it be also recommended to 
theBje-Law Committee to consider the present dangerous 
practice of blasting stone in quarries adjoining the streets 
and highways of the borough, by which the lives of passen- 
gers are enaangered."— The motion as amended was adopted 
unanimously. The Town Clerk said it was due to the Watch 
Committee to state, that they, some time ago, had issued 
public notices respecting disorderly public houses, with a 
view to remedy the other grievance of which Mr. Price 
complained. 

The Town Clerk also reported that the following Coun- 
cillors would go out of office on the 1st November, viz. Messrs. 
Joseph Robson and James Hymers for the East Ward ; 
Messrs. Thomas Revely and Thomas Cummins for the 
West Ward ; and Messrs. George Sowerby and William 
Rowntree for the South Ward-~and that the following Al- 
dermen would also go out of office on the 9ih November, viz. 
Messrs. M. HaU, John Barras, and George Hawks. The 
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Town Clerk also laid upon the table printed oopies of the 
Treasurer's accounts. — Mr. Brockett moved that the Town 
Clerk do lay before the next meeting a list containing the 
names of the Councillors, and the number of Council Meet- 
ings attended b^ each in the past year, in order to guide the 
Council in their selection of Aldermen. Upon the sugges^ 
tion of Mr. Matchitt the motion was made to include the 
attendances on the Watch Committees also, and with this 
amendment it was carried. Mr. Brockett also gave notice 
that he would move at the next meeting that the Home 
Secretanr be requested by the Council to direct that a copy 
of the National Records, published by direction of Parlia- 
ment, be deposited in the Library of the Literary and Me 
chanical Institution of the Borough. Mr. Price having in- 
quired by what authority Mr. Brandling was about to erect 
stone columns under the bridge in Oakwellgate, the Town 
Clerk read the minutes of the conditions upon which the Coun- 
cil granted Mr. Brandling leave to cross the streets — and on 
the motion of Mr. Rowntree, seconded by Mn Price, the 
Railway committee were instructed to report to the next 
meeting whether such conditions had been complied with. 
The Council then dissolved. 



The Committee of the Gateshead Mechanics' 
Institute, on reviewing the list of members, and contrasting 
it with the dense population by which they are surrounded, 
have resolved to issue the following address for distribution 
among their townsmen, in the hope that it will induce many 
persons to lend their names to so useful an undertaking : — 
*^The Committee, deeplr impressed with the value of 
Mechanics' Institutes to the working population, are glad to 
congratnlate their fellow- townsmen on the success which 
has hitherto attended the institution to which they are 
attached. Experience has fully proved, that the object ot 
these associations can only be fulljr answered, bjr making 
the annual subscription as small as is consistent with their 
maintenance. The amount, however, required for the cor. 
rect working of their machinery is proportionably large, 
thus leaving a comparatively small sum to be expendea 
annually in the purcnase of books. The committee are not 
unmindful of the splendid liberality which characterized 
the origin of their institution ; neither are they forgetful 
that many of the individuals, whose aid they now seek in 
support of its funds, are possessed of valuable libraries of 
their own, or have constant access to those of neighbouring 
literary establishments. This, however, they conceive, 
shouki operate as an inducement to such, to afford similar 
facilities to those whose circumstances debar them from the 
enjoyment of these advantages. The committee of this 
institute would therefore respectfully, yet earnestly, press 
upon their townsmen the necessity of enrolling their names 
on the lists of iu members, well assured that in thus doing 
they are essentially furthering the object for which it was 
established.** 

The Town Council of Gateshead. — In accor- 
dance with the vital principle of the Municipal Reform 
Act— the responnfriUiy of the Elected to the Electors — we 
'give a table showing tne number of meetings held during 
the municipal year now expiring, and how many of these 
were attended by each member of the CounciL 

Total number of meetings— 13. 
i. Pollook, Etq , the Major, Mr. John Davidson 10 

attended 13 Mr. William Hymen 10 

Mr. William Bowntiee 13 Mr. Joeeph Robson 9 

Mr. Alderman WUson 12 Mr. John Fairbaim » 

Mr. Benjamin Matohitt 12 Mr. Edmund Graham 9 

Mr. Tho.na9 Revely 12, Mr. Bobert Davis 9 

Mr. Thomas Cummins 12 Mr. Robert Robson 9 



Mr. Joeeph Coat 

Mr. Alderman Barras . 

Mr. James Hymen ... 

Mr. Joseph Price 

Mr. OeorKe Sowerbr . 
Mr. W.H. Brockett .., 



Mr. Alderman Hall 7 

Mr. Alderman Abbot 4 

Mr. Alderman Hawks U 

Mr. Charles Attwood 

Mr. John Bell Johnson 



TO THE BURGESSES OF THE EAST WARD 

OF THE BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 
i^^ENTLEMEN,— The period will soon arrive 
V.T when the law requires me to return to you that trust 
which you thought proper to repose in my hands. 1 fear not 
to meet you, because mv opinions remain unchanged. 1 
have in the Council Room maintained the principles 
which I always professed. Should these principles and 
opinions still meet with your approbation, my future services 
as a Councillor are at your disposal. 

I have at all times supported every proposal for the 
institution of legal proceedings, to recover the Borough 
property for the use of the inhabitants of Gateshead. I am 
quite sure that it belongs to the community, and I will still 
continue to use all the power which I possess, not only as an 
inhabitant, but as a member of the bodjr of Borough Holders, 
and also as a Town Councillor, for its restoration to its 
rightful owners, and its application to its original and lawful 
purposes. I consider the opposition to a legal settlement of 
the question, much more culpable in the professional than 
the unprofessional Borough Holders. I consider, also, that 
the purchasing of property, and the borrowing of money, 
by lormer Stewards, were acts unsanctioned by the pre- 
scriptive privileges and usages of the Corporation; and that 
the mortgagee of the mortgaged property purehased by these 
Stewards has no claim upon the ancient possessions of the 
Borough. 

In respect to the expences which have occurred, I was de- 
cidedly opposed to the Town Clerk's iourney to London, and 
for the best of all reasons, viz., that that gentleman's attend- 
ance was not in any way necessary ; and if the Council had 
been of my opinion, the expenses of law -proceedings would 
have been considerablv less. I was also equally opposed, as 
a Borough Holder, to the attendanceof Mr. wUlis in London— 
his journeys were equally unnecessary with that of the Town 
Clerk. 

Gentlemen, should your opinions have chan^ — should 
you think it better, tamelv to abandon your just rights, 
than to assert them in a Court of Law, I shall retire from 
your sen'ice as readily as I entered upon it: but should you 
still think with me, that what was once public property is so 
still, and that the Council, as the guardians of your interests, 
ought to persevere until a proper tribunal shall have decided 
the question at issue between you and the Borough Holders, 
I am, as before, at your command. 

On other matters, as on the Borough question, my past 
conduct speaks for the future ; and with this assurance, I 



subscribe myself. 



Gentlemen, 



Your obedient and faithful servant, 
EUison-street, Gateshead, Oct 18. JAMES HYMERS. 

TO THE MUNICIPAL ELECTORS OF THE EAST 
WARD OF THE BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

C"i ENTLEMEN,— In compliance with the re- 
T quisition of several Burgesses of your Ward, allow 
me to announce myself a Candidate for your Suffiages at 
the ensuing Election of Councillors for this Borough. 

I have not had the opportunity — ast some — ^to appeal to 
the past, as an indication of the future— much less as a 
guarantee for that promptitude and activity you have a 
right to expect. A determination to perform with fidelity 
the duties devolving upon your representative, is the ground 
on which my pretensions are founded. And, I may venture 
to intimate, tnat, to every subject presenting itself to my 
notice, in such a capacity, my most anxious attention 
would be devoted: — not acting without deliberation — not 
hesitating to act where that is taken. 

At the same time, I am free to avow, as to the question 
of the ** Borouffh-Property," my sentiments are already 
matured. For the amity of all parties, that question ought 
to be submitted to the decision of some competent tribunal ; 
and the measures which would so submit it — once for all, 
and in the most economical form — are those which would 
have my most une<iaivocal concurrence. 

Should these views meet your approval, the favour of 
your confidence and support would be duly appreciated by. 
Gentlemen, Yours very respectfully, 

SAMUEL HILLABY. 

Gateshead, 24th October, 1838. 
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TO THE ELECTORS OF THE EAST WARD OF 
THE BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

(^ ENTLEMEN,— Nearly three years ago yon 
T elected mt to the hottoarable office of councillor in 
vour ward. You will again shortly be called upon to exer- 
ciie the privilege of electing jour representatives ; and if 
from the services of which you have nad a trial, ;^ou oon- 
sider me worthy of your trust, I beg respectfully to intimate 
my willingness again to sen'e you. 

T remain, Gentlemen, 
Your very obedient servant, 
Oct a«th, 1838. JOSEPH ROBSON. 

TO THE BURGESSES OF THE WEST WARD OF 
THE BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

GENTLEMEN, — ^The time being near when you 
will be called upon to elect your annual number of 
Town Councillors, I beg to ofGsr myself to your notice as a 
candidate for your suffragest at the ensuing election. 

Should I be so fortunate as to obtain your suffirages on 
that occasion, I assure you that it will ever be my study to 
maintain the interests of the public, in whatever ouestion 
comes before them ; and should I at any time differ from my 
constituents upon any question, so as it mi^ht cause me to 
vote againat any expressed opinion, I will instantly resign 
my seat, as I conceive it to be deception of the highest 
degree for a representative to vote a^nst the wishes of his 
constituents, and bold his seat in spito of them. 

I am, gentlemen, your numble servant, 

Melbourne street, Oct. 22, 1838. S. FORSTER. 

TO THE ELECTORS OF THE WEST WARD OF 
THE BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 
Gentlemen, ., , , . 

T the first Electioii of the Tovrn Council of this 
_ J. Borough, you did me the honour to elect me as a 
Councillor for your Ward, and you placed me so high on 
the poll as to cause me to continue a member of the body 
for the longest period allowed by law, without a re-election. 
On the first day ol November next, the time for which 1 was 
elected will expire, and you will be called upon to decide 
whether my conduct has been such as to justify me in again 
offering myself as one of your representatives in the Council. 
During the time I have held the oflScc I have been regular 
in my attendance, and upon all occasions I have voted con- 
scientiouslyand indepenaently. With respect to the Borough 
Property, which has been one of the most important mattors 
brought under the consideration of the Council, 1 beg to 
state that I voted for an inquiry into the right of the Cor- 
porate Body to that property. The legal opinions which 
have been obtained declare that the Council have no pros- 
pect of obtaining a beneficial interest therein ; and large 
sums of money having already been expended in an unsuc- 
cessful attempt to obuin the management, I shall, to the 
utmost of my power, oppose any further proceedings and 
waste of money for the mere honorary distinction of being 
trustees. I have only to add, that if you should think proper 
to re-elect me, I shall continue to use my best exertions for 
the interesU of the Borough. 

I am, Gentlemen^ 
Your obliged and obedient servant, 

THOMAS CUMMINS. 
Sedgewick-plaee, 22nd Oct, 1838. 

TO THE BURGESSES OF THE WEST WARD OF 
THE BOROUGH OP GATESHEAD. 

GENTLEMEN, — The period for which you 
elected me a member of the Town Council for this 
Ward will shorUy expire, and by a provision of the Muni- 
cipal Act, you w&l again be called upon to elect two repre- 
sentatives. 

My public conduct and opinions are well known to you 
all. My duties I have discharged to the best of my humble 
ability, and I trust that I am justified in soliciting your 
suffrages at the ensuins: election. 

I am, GenUeinen, with great respect, 

Your obedient Servant 

THOMAS REVELY. 
Bridgc-street, Oct 23rd, 1888. 



TO THE BURGESSES OF THE WEST WARD OF 
THE BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

GENTLEMEN,— I have already issued an Ad- 
dress, offering myself as a candidate for your sufirages 
at the ensuing Municipal Election. Some of my friends, 
however, are of jopinion, thatl should in that address have 
referred to a question of great interest to vou all — I mean, 
the question of the Borough Property ,* ana I have no hesi- 
tation in declaring, that if you should elect me to a seat in 
the Town Council, my vote should be given in favour of any 
motion which may be brought forward for referring that 
question to the <tecision of a competent tribunal. It has 
never vet been fairly and frilly tried; and convinced as 1 am 
that the public mind in Gateshead will never be at rest 
until a full hearing has been given to the parties on both 
sides, and a decisive judgment pronounced, I shall most 
certainly give my voice in support of a legu investigation 
and decision of the important question. 
I remain. Gentlemen, 

Your faithful, obedient servant, 

S. FORSTER. 
Melbourne-street, Oct 24, 1838. 



TO THE MUNICIPAL ELECTORS OF GATES- 
HEAD WEST WARD. 
Gentlemek, 

HAVING been presented with a requisition, 
signed by a number of the municipal voters of the 
west ward, to offer mvselt as a candidate for the office of 
Town Councillor at the election to take place on the 1st 
November, 1 have complied with their request, and accord- 
in^y solicit your support 

The chief question, on which you are likely to desire my 
opinion, is respecting the Borough Property. I consider it 
as unreasonable for a person to demand the control of ano- 
ther's aiffiBiirs, as the Council to ask for the management of 
that property, when the wishes of its owners are against 
such interference. My vote, if I am elected, will therefore 
be to desist from litigation — especially as it was not recom- 
mended to the councillors by the barrister whom they 
consulted. 

In every department of the Council's expenditure I will 
insist upon strict economy, and, to the best of mv ability, 
seek to advance the improvement and welftu^ or the bo- 
rough. I am, gentlemen. 

Your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM KENMIR. 

Mulgrave-terrace, 34th Oct, 1838. 

BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 
TO THE ELECTORS OF THE SOUTH WARD. 

GENTLEMEN,— I hasten to redeem my pled^ 
in offering myself to your notice as a candidate foruie 
office of Councillor for the South Ward at the ensuing 
election. 

My principles are liberal— an enemy to eveiy abuse, whether 
Municipal or Parliamentary. I boast not of oratory ,but feel 
confident you have not a more diligent servant or strenuous 
advocate, whenever the interest of the Borough and the 
South Ward is concerned. 

Should 1 be honoured with your choice, my best endea- 
vours shall be exerted to bring to a final issue the long- 
disputed question of the Borough Property, by a judicial 
investigation into its merits. 

I trust the electors will not think me wanting in respect 
by not waitine on them personally, but I consider canvas- 
sing bad in principle, and subjecting them to unpleasant 
importunities. 

In your hands 1 leave my cause, being satisfied that your 
choice will be unbiassed and independent — ^neither submit- 
ting to be cajoled by friends, nor influenced by your supe- 
riors. I am. Gentlemen, 

Your devoted servant, 

JOHN WRIGHT, 
Belle Vue, Oct 33, 1838. 
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TO THE ELECTORS OF THE SOUTH WARD 
OF GATESHEAD. 

C^ ENTLEMEN,— On the Ist of November, you 
X have ao opportunity of electing two Councillors Irom 
your ward. I beg to announce mvself as ready to represent 
you in the Counnl ot this borough, and to assure you, that 
should you think proper to send me there, I shall endeavour 
by every means in my power to promote your interests. I 
think the present equally balanced state of the Council on 
the Borough Property question is to be regretted, and that 
nothing could more contribute to the peace of Gateshead 
than a speedy settlement of it I think the property is pub. 
lie, and ought to be applied to defray the expenses of Uie 
Corporation — such seems the meaning of the Act of Parlia- 
men t— and such I believe would be the result by a legal in- 
Testigation. I would therefore support such a proceeding 
in the Council, and in all other respects act consistently 
with those liberal principles which I have always professed 
and practised. JOHN WtGHT. 

Borough of Gateshead. — On Tbarodav, the 

Ist of November, there was an Section in each ward of two 
couDcillors, and we give the result : — 

lOUTH WA»D. 

Mr. Row2i«rM....90 

Mr.Wifdtt U 

Mr G.Sowerby.. 6 
Mr. Wright 



BAST WABD. 

Mr. J as HynwrslU 
Mr. John Lister 87 
Mr. 8. Hillaby.. 45 
Mr. J.Robson.... 30 
The two candidates 



WV8T WARD, 

Mr.W. K«amhr..Qi» 

Mr.T.Cammiiis..SO 

Mr.T.ReTel7....60 

Mr. S.For«ter....47 

at the head of the poll in each ward, are 
the Councillors elected for the next three years. The con- 
test excited little interest. The relative strength of parties 
on the borough property question, remains as before.^ 

Upwards of 1,700 snares nave been taken in the 
Gateshead and Tyne Shipping Company, within the short 
space of six days. 

The ratepayers elected to fill the vacancies in the 
Board of Guardians of the Gateshead Union, are Mr. John 
Freeman and Mr. S. Forster. 

A Ball in aid of the Gateshead Di&pensaiy, will 
take place early in December. Its promoters, we believe, 
have chiefly in view the erection of a suitable building for 
the institution ; and we hope that all ^ sweethearts and 
wives'* will exert their powers of persuasion, that Mr. Free- 
man's long room, like the Irisnman's raoe-booth, may be 
** full both inside and out." 



TO THE BURGESSES OF THE EAST WARD OF 
THE BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

C^ ENTLEMEN,— Receive my sincere thanks 
-T for the distinguished mark of confidence you have 
conferred upon m% by placing me at the head of the 
Poll, in the election of Councillors for your Ward. 

This most gratifying approval of my past conduct in the 
Council, will be the strongest incentive to continued exer. 
tions on my part, tor the attainment of that property which, 
in my opinion, is illegaUy withheld from vou, and which, if 
applied as I consider it ought to be, would prevent the im. 
;po8ition of any Borough Rate whatever upon the people of 
Gateshead. The borough-holden. let it never be overlooked, 
are the real parties by whom the Borough Rate is levied. 
I remain. Gentlemen, 

Your Cuthful, obedient servant, 
Gateshead, Nov. 1, 1888. JAMES H YMERS. 



TO THE MUNICIPAL ELECTORS OF GATESHEAD 
WEST WARD. 

(1 ENTLEMEN,— My warmest thanks are doe 
T to you for the manner in which you have elected me 
a councillor of your ward; for though last in the field, you 
have been pleased to place me first on the poll. 

I do not attribute this result to any merit of my own, but 
to your expectation that my duties will be attentively and 
finithfuUy performed^ and believe me that such expectation 
shall not be disappointed. I am, Gentlemell, 

Your faithful servant, 
Molgrave Tenraee, Gateshead, Wx. KENMIR. 

Nov. 3nd^ 1838. 



TO THE BURGESSES OP THE WEST WARD OP 
THE BOROUGH OP GATESHEAD. 

GENTLEMEN, — The Election of Represen- 
tatives for your Ward has terminated in &vour of 
Mr. Kcnmir and Mr. Cummins. For several years I have 
had the pleasure of enjoying the personal friendship of Mr. 
Kenmir, and believe him to be a man who means what he 
says, and will perform what he promises—a man who will 
think for himself, and not, like some men, be always looking 
out and making a dead set at the point of self-intsrest 

It would appear, that my not having made a personal 
canvass had given offence to many of my friends, and ope- 
rated in various ways against me. Some thougl^t, if their 
vote was not worth asking for, it was not worth giving. 
Others wonld not vote at all. Others again had promised 
the other candidates, not being aware that it was my turn to 
leave the Council, as my Address did not apnear until they 
had been canvassed by most of the other candidates. 

Gentlemen, I am sorry that the method I have adopted, 
and which I thought the most respectful, should have led to 
so many mistakes and misunderstandings, and have proved 
a source of annoyance to my friends. Some delav arose in 
printing and directing circulars, and sending them by a 
messenger ; while my opponents, with their friends, were 
making an active personal canvass. 

I eertainly had some dependence on my three years' ser- 
vitude, ab no time or trouble was ever a consideration with 
me, it I coald do anything to benefit the town in- which we 
live. The term of my office was about to expire, and I felt 
it my duty, in what f thought the most respectful wav, to 
apprise you of it, through the medium of an address. There 
are few men know better than I do, the importance of a per- 
sonal caovassyin those who are very desirous of being a Re- 
presentative, whether in a Parliamentaij or Municipal body; 
but I have, for a long time, been of opinion that canvassing 
ought to be done away with. Therefore, what I should re- 
commend to others, 1 thought it right to adopt myself. 

I submit to you, whether it is not more respectful to- 
wards the Burgesses, for the candidates to ofier their ser- 
vices through an Address, thereby leaving you calmhr to 
consider, and in your sober judgment to decide, which of 
the aspirants to your sufirages you weuld prefer. I also ask 
you to consider, whether it would not be more independent 
in the Electors, Gretly and indiffierenUy, and without per- 
sonal partiality, to give their votes, rather than at the mere 
solicitation of the candidate or his friends, which latter are 
too often employed to use undue influence, and are not un- 
frequently base enough to persuade men to give up their 
honest opinions, for some past or promised favours. Votes 
obtained by such means are in my opinion a disgrace both 
to the givers and the receiver. 

Gentlemen, it now only remains for me most heartily to 
thank those kind friends who so spontaneoushf came for- 
ward and voted for me at this election, for I solemnly de- 
dare that I have not canvassed nor solicited, directlv nor in. 
directly, one voter at this election, otherwise than by send- 
ing my address to the electors (twelve of whom the messenger 
could not find) ; nor have I had anything to do with any of 
the candidates. 

I am, Geatlemen, with great respect. 

Your obedient servant. 

Bridge-street, Nov. 2, 1838. THOMAS REVELY. 



TO THE ELECTORS OF THE WEST WARD 
OF THE BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

GENTLEMEN,— Although the Election for a 
Town Councillor went against me on Thursday last, 
I hasten to return mj warmest thanks to those who so 
promptly tendered their votes to me on that occasion, and 
beg to assure them, when an opportunity occurs, I wiU not 
be found wanting in protecting the interests of the borough. 
I am, Gentlemen, 

Your most humble servant, 

S. FORSTER. 
Melbourne-street, Nov. and, 1838. 
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Ta VHiE ELE€T01UI OF THE WEST WARD OF 
THE BOAbUGlt OF fcATESHEAD. 

("^ ENTLEMEN;— A yacancj Jiaviug been declared 
T m<tbe office of Couttcillor foip your Ward, to supply the 
plaice b( Mr. Johta Bell Johnson, I beg to ofkr myself as a 
candidate for the ofEce. Should yoQ, by your suffrages, return 
me a member of the Council, it shall be my anxious care to 
discharge the duties of the office with fidelity and zeal. On 
the rabject of the Borough Question, I think it right to add, 
that the Council having already occasioned a heavy expendi- 
tnre off mone^ in pHosecuUng their claim, and having failed in 
establishing it, and it being admitted that the question in dis- 
pute relates to the management of the property only, and not 
to its beneficial possession, I shall oppose any further proceed- 
ings on that head. I am. gentlemen. 

Your obedient servant, 
West-street, 9th Nov., 1838. RALPH WYipAM. 



TO THE ELECTORS OF THE SOUTH WARD 
OF THE BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

GENTLEMEN,— A vacancy haviugf this day oc* 
curred in your Ward, by the elevation of Mr. Brockett 
to be fto Alderman, and having been strongly solidted, at the 
recent Election, to offer myself a« a Candidate to represent yon 
in the Council, I think it a duty I owe to my friends now to 
comply with their wishes. 

In announcing the tender of my services, I have only to 
as8uc# you that my best endeavonrs shall be directed to the 
general interests of the Borough ; and I shall at all times pay 
strict attention to any question which may afleot the rights and 
interest of your Ward. 

As regards the Borough Proper^ question, I think it right 
to state distinctly, that I shall oipnose any further proceedinga 
respecting that property. It is admitted that the Council have 
no rif^t to the beneficial interest, and I think too much money 
has aiready been spent in the endeavour to obtain the mere 
management. I remain, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 

GMesbead, Nov. 9, 1838. JOSUi^A GREENE. 



TO THE ELECTORS OF THE SOUTH WARD OF 
THE BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

(^ ENTLEMEN,— A va'canev in the legal number 
T (df councillors for your wai-d, naving been occasioned by 
the election of W. H. Brockett, Esq. as Alderman, I am in* 
duced, deferentially, to offer myself as a candidate for your 
suffrages. 

My principles have already been laid before the public To 
them so published, I beg respectfully to direct vour attention. 
If they are what you approve, and you should deem me quali- 
fied to assist in carrying them into op^rotian, I should be happy 
to be the recipient of your support oh the dav of election. 

On Monday next, if all be welL I will endeavour to commu- 
nicate with you personally. In the mean time, 

I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, 
Respectfully, your fellow burgess, 

SjAMUEL HIIXABY. 
Woodbine Terrace, Kov. loth, 183a 



TO THE BURGESSES OF THE WEST WARD OF 
<?ATESHEAD. 

GENTLEMEN,— A vacancy hanng occurrod in 
- 'tills Ward in the office of Councillor, I respectfully 
solicit your suffirages ; and I come forward as a decided advo- 
cate fbr placing the question of the Borough Property on a 
judicial Issue. 

In everf other respect, also. Gentlemen, I shall make it my 
care to promote your intere^, to the best of my judgment and 
lUnlity. I un. Gentlemen, 

With great respect. 

Your obedient servant, 
JOHN FREEMAN. 
High-itreet, Gateshead, Nov. 9, ISSS. 



BoRoooH np Uatssbsao.— Yesterday, the 9th of 
November, the Council of this borough assembled in pursu- 
ancle of the Municipal Act, to elect a Mayor and three Alder- 
men. Mr. W. H. Brockett proposed that John Barras, Esq. 
be the Mayor of the ensuing year; and the motion was second, 
ed by Mr. Davis, and carried without a dissentient voice. Mr 
Barras and Mr. Hall were then re-elected Aldermen ; and Mr 
Brockett was chosen in the place of Mr. Alderman Hawks, who 
had addressed a letter to the Conncil, stating that he was not a 
candidate for re-election. Mr. Pollock was appointed Alder, 
man of the West Ward, Mr. Wilson Alderman of the South 
Ward, and Mr. Brockett Alderman of the East Ward. Mr. 
Councillor Johnson having, in the opinion of the Town Clerk, 
become dis(^ualified for his office by his absence from the Bur- 
cess Roll, hi.s place was declared vacant : — and a letter was read 
from Mr. Abbott, resigning his office of Councillor and Alder- 
man, but it was resolved that his resignation should not be 
accepted, until it were aseertained that he was willing to pay 
thenne. Mr. Walker was re-appointed treasurer; and Mr. 
Kenmir, Mr. Wight, and fifr. Liater were added to the Watch 
Cobnmittee, in the room of three gentlemen who have ceased to 
be Councillors. Mr. Brockett moved, that an application be 
made to the Home Secretary for a copy of the National Re- 
cords, to be deposited in the Library or the Mechanics' Insti- 
tute ; and that the Members for Gateshead and North Durham 
be' reauested to support the application. This motion was 
seconoed by Mr. Poliock, and carried item. con. Other busi. 
ness was then transacted, and thanks having been given to Mr. 
Pollock for his services as Mayor in the past year, Uie Council 
adjourned to Dec. 12. 

Gateshead and Tyne Shipping Company. — We 
refer our readers with much pleasure to the advertisement in 
another column, in reference to this popular and tiourishing 
undertaking. The general meeting of the shareholders, on 
the 5th Nov., was numerously and respectably attended ; and 
wtf bel'ieve that no company was ever formed under more influ- 
efitial auspices. As the first Shipping Company ever estab- 
lisbed in tnis borough, we (M>rdiaHy trust that the expectadons 
of its most sanguine supporters may be fully realized. 

On the 9th Nov., the bella of St Mary^s Church, in thia 
place, rang several peals in honour of the election of John 
Barras, Esq., as Mayor of the Borough — the re-election as 
Aldermen of Mr. Barras and Michael Hall, Esq.,— and the 
eleetion of W. H. Brockett, Esq.. to the office of Alderman. 

The Church in Gateshead, having, as the church- 
wardens inform us, got the * dry rot," the wood-work of the in- 
terior has been nearly altogether removed, and precautions 
adopted azainst the recnrrenoe of such an evil. By the alter- 
ations made. 487 additional sittingi have been gained, of which 
4^ will be free. The total number of sittings will be 1,3761 
The expense, as we gather from the churchwardens' cifcular, 
will be somewhere about iCl^OOO, which sum tbey propose to 
raise by subscription, and they have therefore appealed to the 
purses of the pubb'c ; but we really think, that it would have 
been more respectful, if they had consulted the inhabitants on 
the subject beforehand, instead of incuning so large an expense 
of their own will, and then requesting their neighbours to fur- 
nish money over the disbursement ofwhich they can now have 
no controuL 

The Gateshead Municipal Elections^ — It is a 
fact notorious in this borough, that in the municipal election 
of Nov. 15, the contest lay solely between the borough-holders 
party and their opponents, and that the canvassers in the inte- 
rest of the borougn-holders strenuously urged upon the bur. 
gesses that politics had nothing to do with the struggle— that 
they did not canvass as between Whig and Tonr, but as 
between the friends and opponents «f the borough-holders. 
Yet now, when the elections are over, the Newea$tU 
Journal quotes the result "as a sirnal triumph of Con- 
servatism over the rotten Liberalism of the day !** Under any 
circumstances, we should not have been surprised at the impu- 
dent mendacity of our Tory contemporary^ and especially at the 
present time, when the Tories of the district have had so bitter 
pill to swallow in the municipal elections of Newcastle and 
Sunderland. 

Gateshead Union. — ^At the fortnirhtlj meettng of 
the Beard of Guardians of the Gateshead I&on, on Norember 
30.* Joseph Cowen, Esq. in the chair, there were present Sir 
John Walsham, Bart and 13 Guardians. Mr. Joseph Robson 
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hnving c«lle4 the attention of the meeting to the negligenoe of 
the Gateshead overseers, in not attendinp^ to removals, Sir John 
Wal»ham said, that powers could be obtained from the Commis- 
lipnerSy to authorise the poard to appoint assistant overseers ; 
upon which Mr. J. Hymers gave notice of a motion, for the next 
meeting^ for ^plying to the Commissioners for such powers, 
with a view to tne appoinUuent of the relieving officers as such 
assistant overseers— an arrangement which Sir John Walsbam 
seemed to approve. Mr. Armstrong (a Heworth Guardian) 
brought forward a motion, to the effect, that a woman, of tbe 
name of £ltringham, who, with an illegitimate child, is at pre- 
sent»and has been for ten months, an inmate of the l^e worth 
workhouse, should be allowed p9 leave the house, and be paid 
Is. 6d. per wee](« Mr. A. supported his motion at considerable 
length, and Mr. Robert Wylam seeonded \U Sir J. Walsham 
strongly protested against such a proceeding, as a direct viola- 
Ui»p ef the hiw. Alter considerable discussion, G. H. Ramsay, 
Esc}. moved, as an amendment, that the woman and cjj^ild re- 
main in the heuse until further consideration ; which was se- 
cop4ed by Mr. Jos^h Grey. Mr. James Hymers proposed, as 
a lecond amendment, which was seconded by Mr. S. Forster, 
that the woman herself be allowed to leave, and her child be 
taken earn of in the bouse, on condition that she pay one shil- 
ling per week towards its maintenance. Sir J. Walsham ap- 
proved of Mr. Hymers's proposal as a trial, and stated, that tne 
plan had heem alreadT bad recourse to in a neighbouring union. 
Mr. Ramsay's amendment having been put to the vote^ it was 
earned by 9 to 2. Sir John Walsham then said, that ft would 
be well for the woman> if she were desirous of leaving the 
hou8<^and had a plaee to go to, to make an application to the 
Boara in the terms of Mr. Uymers's motion, which could be 
eoosidmed at a fUture meeting. During the meeting. Sir John 
Walshiun referred to the workhouse, and stated, that he had 
waited a considerable time, expecting: that something would be 
definitively resolved upon ; but that if nothing had been done, 
he must now press for the present workhouse being put into 
sich a state as that the principle of classification could be car- 
ried into effiset Mr. Hillaby said that there were hopes of ef. 
fectinff a treaty for a proper site for a workhouse before long, 
and Sir J. Walsham agreed to wait a liule longer. Tbe meet- 
ing then adjourned. 

The half-yeaily meeting* of tbe Borougii*bo]ders and 
Freemen of Gateshead, was held at the Anchorage, on Monday 
November 19, Ralph Wrhun, Esq., in the chair. About 30 
persons were present The Stewards' accounts of reedpts and 
disbursements for the lialf-year ending tbe 10th inst, were pre- 
sented and reported by Mr. Honeyman and Mr. Lister, sen. the 
Auditors, as correct; by which it appeared, that the balance in 
hand was £200 Is. 3d. The Chsirman stated, that there 
were three bills unpaid (not included in the aecountspresented), 
which being large n^ thought it better to lay before the meeting 
for their sanction. The5« bills were for repairs to the borough 
property (principally to that occupied by Mr. Rawling,) 
executed by Messrs. Lister. Hobson, and Young, and amount- 
ing to about £80. Mr. Hmde inquired if these accounts had 
been examined by the Committee: to which the Chairman 
answered in the affirmative. Mr. Hinde thought, that without 
an inspiection of the work done, an opinion could not be formed 
of thof correctness. Mr. Kenmir thought that no examination 
was requisite, tbe pardes bein^ respectable tradesmen. He, 
therefore, moved that they be paid — which was agreed to. Mr. 
Willis then read a farther Report of the Committee, respeeting 
" the most beneficial appropriation of the Borough-holders and 
Freemen's property," which recommended the letting-out of 
the Windmill Hills on building leases. It appeared that tbe 
opinion of Mr. Walters had been taken (without reference to any 
question of disputed title) as to the best mode of proceeding ; 
and that the leaned gendemaa recommended the disposal 
of the fte-simple of the property, subject to a ground-rent, 
(which could be done,pnmded the Borough-holders and Free- 
men were tmanimoM^ or the division of tbe proper^r amongst 
them, each individual taking his lot, (which also could be done, 
mrovided they vfere vfumimous). Mr. Willis mored, that 
It be an instraetton to the Committee to adopt Mr. Walters' 
recommendation ef disposing of the property, subject to a 
ground-rent, and diat a oeed totmatees tor thatpnrpose be pre- 
pared. Mr. Jvshem Oreene inqniied, if half-a. docen Bonragh- 
holdert dissented f^em the proceeding, wtiether it oould be 
cMTidl into eStet ; fa 'which Mr. Willis answered, * Certainly 



not" It was remarked, on this, that if it could not be carried 
into etiect without unanimity, the expense of the deed would bf 
money wasted. Mr. Mawer inquired the probable cost of the 
deed, which Mr. Willis said would be £90. This sum, MV. 
Mawer thought, should not prevent them adopting it — Mr* 
Hinde thought the plan far from practicable^ there being 
minors and females amongst them ; and he thought that 
before expense was incurred^hw ought to be certain of being 
able to accomplish it Mr. w. Hymers thought that the most 
of them would agree ; and if the consent of a few could not 
be obtained, he would bear tbe responsibility of acting without 
it — ^he would therefore second Ae motion. Mr. Hinde moved 
as an amendment, that a circular be sent to each Borough- 
holder and Freeman, asking his assent to the proceeding, 
before it be adopted ; which ^as seconded by Mr. Price, who 
thought it would be better to let the piroperty on leases for 60 
yearsj so that it might revert hereafter to the Body. The 
question wa.^ then put to the vote, when the original motion was 
carried by 16 to 6.~Mr. Kenmir moved, that a stipend of £3 
a-year be paid to Mr. Robert Foggin, an infirm freeman ; 
which was seconded bv Mr. W. Hymers. But Mr. Willis 
thought, that as the notice of the motion only stated £2 i year, 
that sum only eould be earned, which was agreed to. The 
meeting then dissolved. — [During the foregoing prt>ceedings, 
Mr. Hinde inquired why the Windmill Hills were not divided 
along with tbe other property ; to which no satisfactory answer 
was given. But to a question by Mr. Kell, '' Was not Mr. 
Elliflon the eause of the Windmill Hills being left for the good 
of the public r Mr. Willis answered. ^Nof and Mr. Wm. 
Hymers stated, that they were left undivided, in order that tbe 
Body (of Borough -holders and Freemen) might be kept 
togethm-A 

On Saturday, November 24 1838, thebod^of awoiuan 
was discovered by two young men,belonKing Whickham, lying 
in a shocking state of putrefaction, and her face and feet de- 
voured by vermin, in Ravens worth Woods, near to the '^ Tile 
Shades.'* The youths were so afraid, that tney hastened home 
and stated to their friends what they had seen, who immediately 
came, and fouud her as described by them. She turns out to be a 
person of the name of Eleanor Brownlee, well known at Gates- 
nead Fell, and in the surrounding diistrict, as « Deaf Nelly," oic 
** Pot Nelly." She had been in the habit of travelling the coun 
try with a basket, containing nuts, oranges, and a few articles of 
pottery ware, ana was much respected at many of the houses she 
called at The village children were all glad when Nellv made 
her appearance with her ** bonny pots and nuts." She had, 
on Saturday, the 10th instant, gone to Ravenswortb with her 
basket; and on her return, night overtook her, when she called 
at ^ farmer's house, near ** Cow Close," and asked for alodging* 
but was rehised ! She had then attempted to find her way 
through a rery dreary part of the woods, near to Mrs. Todd's, 
the Ravenswortb Arms public-house, and must have suflbred 
much from the heavy rain that was then falling. Her basket 
and stick were picked up a short distance from where she was 
found. She was within a few weeks of being one hundred and 
three years o2i— was in Gateshead when ^ Duke Willy|* came 
through this borough, on the 9Bth January, 1746, during the 
Rebellion — and saw tne Trinity Chapel in fiames. She was on 
Newcastle Bridge on the morning of Sunday, the 17th Nov., 
1771, when St fell, and was rescued from her perilous situation 
by some keelmen, with long ladders. She had attended the 
great Leipsic Fairs, as saleswoman for the late Warburtons, of 
Warburton -place Pottery, CarKs HilL Pity but she had called 
at tibe door of some « fine old English gentleman," and escaped 
so awfbl a termination of her long and Interesting life ! 



GATESHEAD BALL. 

FOB THE BENEFIT OF THE eATESHEAD DISPENSARY. 

A BALL will be held for the benefit of the Gates- 
head Dispensary, on Tuesday the 4th December, at Mr. 
Freeman's, the Grey Horse Inn. 

THE MAYOR OF GATESHEAD,) 

GEORGE HAWKS, Esq., f Stewards. 

P. GLENTON, Esq., > 

Dancing to eommence at nine o'clock. 

Tickets ^. ^ each (tea included), to be had of the Stewards, 

the Secnetary, or at the bar of the Grey Horse Inn. 

WM. WYLAM, Secretary. 
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DINNER TO MR. HILLABY. 

THE Friends of Mr. SAMUEL HILLABY iiitend 
giving that gentleman a DINNER at the house of Mr. 
WiTHBRS, the Queen's Head, Sheriff Hill, on Monday, the 
3rd of December, in testimony of their approbation of his con- 
duct in the late Election of a Counciixob in the South 
Ward of the Borough of Gateshead, and in assurance of their 
support at the next dection. 

umner on the table at five o'clock. Tickets (29. 6d. each) may 
be had at the Queen's Head, Sheriff Hill ; Gateshead Arms, 



Gateshead, Dec 1, 1838. 

The Gateshead DispeDsaiy Ball was held on the 4ih 
December, and never was an appeal in this shape, on behalf of 
the charity, responded to so widely by the public as on the 
present occasion. 396 tickets were sold, and 219 ladies and 
gentlemen were present, including the worthy Mayor of the 
Borough and his lady^members of all the principal families 
in Gateshead, with one or two exceptions — Mr. Ramsay, of 
Derwent Villa, Mr. Ruddock, of Hexham, Mr. Wright, of 
Wallsend,and CapL Palmer, Dr. White, Mr. George Walters, 
and other gentlemen of Newcastle. The ball was led off by 
Mr. F. Glenton and Mrs. William Wylam; and ^e anange- 
ments having been well made by the stewards (the Mayor, Mr. 
Q. Hawks, and Mr. Glenton,} dancing proceeded with uninter. 
rupted order and regularity till cock.crow in the morning. At 
the close of the ball, several gentlemen sat down to supper, and 
the health of Mr. Glenton was drank, with thanks for his suc- 
cessful exertions. Mr. Glenton, in acknowledging the compli- 
ment, stated that to Mr. William Wylam, the Secretary, the 
chief praise of the arrangements for the ball was due. It 
would be an act of injustice to Mr. and Mrs. Freeman, the host 
and hostess of the Grey Horse Inn, where the ball was held, 
if we were not to add, that to them the company were much 
indebted for their endeavours to promote the enjoyments of the 
night The charity, we understand, wiU profit by the ball to 
the handsome and unprecedented amount of £46 3s. 4d. The 
music at the ball, we understand, was under the direction of 
Mr. Hemy. 

DINNER TO MR. HILLABY. 

On Monday, December 3, a dinner was given to Mr. Samuel 
Hillaby, at the house of Mr. Withers, the Queen's Head, 
Sheriff Hill, Gateshead Fell, in token of approbation of his 
conduct in the late election of a Councillor for the South Ward 
of the Borough, and as an assurance of support at the election 
of 1839. Mr. Aid. Brockett was called to the chair, and Mr. 
Councillor Cout to the vice chair. Mr. Aid. Wilson, Coun- 
cillors Rowntree, Hymers, and Wight, and about thirty other 
gentlemen sat down to the tables, on which a substantial and 
excellent repast was set out by the worthy host, in a comfortable 
and commodious room, recently formed by throwing two apart- 
ments into one. 

The cloth having been removed, and good wines placed upon 
the board, 

'The Chairman rose to propose the health ol the Queen, 
and m so doing he would briefly direct the attention of the 
company to the circumstance, that her Majesty was one of 
r'^j?! "^** ^f^ \*^^ °°^ occupied thrones in Europe. But 
how different her happy position to that of her sister Queens! 
In Spain and in Portugal the crown was an object of conten- 
tion, and in the former country blood was daily shed in the 
unhappy contest; while in these islands the only difierences 
were as to the best mode of perfecting the Constitution, so that 
the crown might be made moie secure, and her Majesty better 
enabled to ad\jnce the welfare and win the love of her people. 
(Applause.) "The Queen-God bless her." (Three times 

The Chairman next gave « The Duchess of Kent, the 
Duke of Sussex, and the rest of the Royal Family,*' « The 
Lord Lieutenant of the County," and « The Bishop of Dur- 

ISfVK.rKJ'rr*^"/ ^^ ^^ "^ ^^ *^*»» ^c Chairman 
aaid that he felt under the necessity of alluding to a most dis- 

gacefulaccne which was lately got up in Bishop AuckUind. 

Nearer home the spint of bigotry indulged itself more guard- 

edly, only escaping through the columns of a certain notorious 



paper, published 
(Laughter.) "^ 



the other side of the "blue stone." 
v^^u5uv« ,j But in Bishop Auckland, the bigots, more candid 
and courageous than tho^se of Newcastle and its neighbourhood^ 
had recourse at once to fire and faggot, as emblems of what they 
would do, if they had the power. (Hear, hear.) About 800 
years ago the people of Gateshead killed a bishop-HOHurdered* 
him as he came from church. — But from all that he could learn, 
the bishop thus slain was an oppressor of the peoples-one who 
trampled on the privileges, and opposed himself in theUberties 
and prosperity of the great body or the laity. In the present case, 
there was no such pretext, nor could any apology be pleaded. 
Dr. Mai thy was a liberal, kind-hearted, amiable prelate, whose 
only ofience, in the ^es even of the bigots, was his courtesy 
and his charit^r • and he (the Chairman) would call upon the 
company to drink the health of the learned prelate, to show 
him, that though their ancestors could slay a mitred oppressor, 
the people of Gateshead could appreciate the virtues ot a sood 
and worthy bishop, and repudiate the calumny with which he 
had been so unjustly assailed. (Loud applause.) 

The Chairman next proposed the toast of the evening — 
" The health of Mr. Hillaby," which he prefaced with a warm 
eulogy. The toast was drank with three times three enthusi- 
astic cheers, and several cheers more. 

Mr. HiLLABY spoke at considerable length in reply ; and 
after reviewing the circumstances of the late contest, expressed 
his readiness to obey the call of the burgesses on a fViture day — 
a determination which was received with loud applause. 

The Vice Chairman, at the close of an appropriate ad- 
dress, gave << The health of the Chairman, Mr. Aid. Brockett." 
(Three times three, and one cheer more.) 

The Chairman, in returning thanks for the toast, entered 
at some length into the Borough Property ease. The old Cor- 
poration of Gateshead, the Borou^holders and Freemen, (he 
said,) contained more of the aboriginal prindples of the Muni- 
cipal Corporations of England, than many of those in neigh- 
bouring towns. In early times, every householder was a bur- 
gess or burgage-holder — ^the mere occupancy of the burgage or 
house, and his consequent liability to the taxes and defence of 
the town, constituting him a burgess. All the machinery of 
acquiring the freedom of towns by servitude and patrimony, 
were comparatively recent innovations upon the ancient system. 
In these borough-Iiolders, in ancient times, were invested all 
municipal powers ; and such powers, in all probability, would 
have been exercised by them still, had they not been gradually 
superseded by Acts of Parliament^by tne establishment of 
justices of the peace, on the one band, and of local commission- 
ers, on the other. Their powers having^ in progress of time, 
become thus circumscribed, very many of the corporations of 
England, at the time of the passing of the Municipal Act, 
exeivised almost no other municipal corporate power than that 
of receiving the corporateincoroe,andexpendingitin such man- 
ner as to them seemed best for the town — in other words, in exer- 
cising the " controul of the borough property." ** Beneficial inte- 
rest," in the Grateshead acceptation of tne word, was. it was due 
to the old corporations to say, seldom overtly claimed, the appro* 
priation of the public money to private uses having been almost 
invariably done clandestinely, and at intervals. Up to the year 
1828, the Borough-holders of Gateshead acted as such control- 
lers of the Borough Property — receiving the rents, and apply- 
ing them, by virtue oi their prescriptive municipal powers, as a 
majority oi their body thought best, to purposes ot chari^ or 
other public benefit ' Not a farthing was ever pocketed by any 
one previous to 1828~at least none of the body could ever l>e 
prevailed upon to admit having so betrayed his trust On the 
first division of money, some squeamishness existed — one of 
the strongest present opponents of the Council having, on that 
occasion, persisted in refusing to participate in the spoil, on 
the ground that his colleagues had no rignt to proceed as they 
were doing. Whether this gentleman's scruples had been over, 
come, he (Mr. B.) was ignorant On the passing of the Muni- 
cipal Bill, as the company knew, the ** controul of the property" 
of^all boroughs named in the schedules oi the Act, passed from 
the old bodies into the hands of the new — the old bodies being, 
in fact, extinguished, as far as their corporate capacity was 
concerned, by the Act The Borough-holders and Freemen 
were named in the schedule— they petitioned the House of 
Lords to be removed from it— a prayer which was not granted. 
They admitted, in their petition, that if the clause they com- 
pUuned of passed, the controul of the property would be Izmns- 
feied to tne Cmuicil. The much-oieadcd dauae did pasa^ 
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•ad, to every eommon-s^nse read«r of the English lanpage, 
. cognizant of the previous history of the borough.holders, it 
' must be clear as the noon^av sun that the oontroul of the pro- 
perty was of right now vested in the Council. The borough- 
holders knew mis well: and they knew also, that they could 
* not prove, that, prior to 1828, they ever appropriated the borough 
tents to Uieir own use. Their disinclination, therefore, to give 
up the oontroul, arose from the simple circumstance, that, the 
coDtroul once lost by them, their chance of further sharing in 
the public money would be gone. If their right to a " beneficial 
interest" was just, the Council would be, by law, compelled to 
pay them the proceeds. Whr, therefore, were they afraid to 
entrust the management of tne property to a Council who, in 
case their claim was just, would have to manage it for nothing, 
and pay them the proceeds besides t Much (continued Mr. B.) 
had been said about the buying and selling of these borough, 
holds. It would be curious, indeed, to know their relative 
value, piior and subsequmi to 1838; but he could only 
speak, of his own knowledge, of one recent transfer of a pro- 
perty, to which he himself was a party ; and he could assure 
the company, that the fact of the property having a borough- 
right attached to it, was not known to the purchaser until after 
the agreement to nurchase had been conclnded-H[hear, hear) — 
a circumstance ofno little importance in considering the weight 
of this argument He was confident that in the end the people 
of Gateshead would attain their property. The triumph of the 
old corporators might postpone, for a while, the day of reckon- 
ing— might pn^ong those heart burnings and asi)eritie8 which 
hw unhappily prevailed in a community otherwise united in 
political opinion— but eould, by no possibility whate\-er, extin- 
guish the spirit of inquiry, or persuade the people of Gates 
head that to divide the Windmill Hills (the division of which 
was expressly forbidden by Act of Parliament) amongst about 
a hundred house-owners, to the exclusion of the public, would 
be either a generous, wise, or honest proceeding. (Loud ap- 
plause.) 

Mr. AM. WruON proposed " The health of the Mayor and 
Corporation of Newcastle." (Cheers.) 
. Mr, Wright, in the absence of any centleman more nearly 
connected with that body, returned thanks. 

Mr. W. L. Harls gave «The health of the Eari of Dur- 
ham," which was received with the warmest demonstrations of 
respect. , . 

Mr. Edwards proposed <* The health the Vice Chairman, 
Mr. Cout" (Cheers.) 

The Vice Chairman in acknowledging the honour, stated 
that his tfiim of office would expire next year, when, if his con- 
stituents wished for bis further services, they should most cer- 
tainly be at their eommand, and he could assure them of his 
determination to pursue the same line of conduct as heretofore. 

T1^ hralths of Mr. Wilson, Mr. Rowntree, Mr. James 
Uymers, and the 66 Burgesses who voted for Mr. Hillaby, were 
subsequently given, and the company then separated. 

The Anniversary Meetiuff of the Newcastle and 
Gateshead Association for the prosecution of Felons, was held 
at Mr. Freeman's, the Grey Horse Inn, in Gateshead, on Dec. 
11, 1838, when Messrs. Willis and Swinburne, Mr. Heniy Smith, 
' Mr. Robert Scott, Mr. Robert Clarke, and Mr. Charles Bulmer, 
withdrew from the sodetv, and eleven new members were 
added to the lift. Mr. '^. L. Harle was appointed solicitor, 
in the place of Mes»rs. Willis and Swinburne. 

THE GATESHEAD TOWN COUNCIL. 
Wednesday, December 12, IfiSS. 



p John Bauras, Eso., Mayor. 

' aldbrmbm. coiincillobs. p Oraham, E. 

Abbot John Attwood, C. p Greene, Jos. 

• Brookett, W. H.p Coat, Jos. p Hymers, Jat. 

« Hsll, MIobMl pCommins.T. p Hymers, W. 

Pollook, Jimm p Davidson, J. p Kenmlr, W. 
p Wilson, T. p Davis, Bobt . p Lister, John 



p Mstebitt, B. 
p Price, Joseph 
p Robson, Bobt. 
p Rowntree, W. 
p llVfgbt, J<dm 
p Wylsm, B. 

p Fairbaim, J. CThoao marked p were present. 1 

The Town Clerk having reported that Messrs. Wvlam and 
Greene had been elected and hadqualifled as Councillors, and 
having r«ul the minutes ofthe last meeting, stated that Mr. 
Abbot, who had wished to lesigrn as Aldennaa, had refused to 
pay the necessair fine. 
A Report fioni tli« Fioaace Committee was then read— -it 



appeared that the balance in the Treasurer's hands was 
£31 5s. 5d. exclusive of £136 fis. 9d. Borough Rate yet unpaid 
by the overseers of Gateshead, and £7 6s. 7d. due from 
Heworth. It recommended the payment of sundrv accounts, 
amongst others, one of £4 15s. to the overseers for the expense 
of making out the Bnreess list— a charge which was thought 
by Messrs. Kenmir ana Rowntree to be too heavy — ^Mr. Rown- 
tree complained also of the inaccuracy of the nresent list, but 
it appeared thai the charge was for the list or 18S7, and that 
the present list had been made out by Messrs. Pearse and Fore- 
man. On the motion of Mr R. Robson, seconded by Mr. 
Cummins, the Report was read and adopted. 

The Town Clerk reported that he had transmitted a copj 
of the last Railway Committee*s Report to the Brandling 
Junction Railway Co., and had received the following letter 
from Mr. Brandling : — 

Brandling Jnnodon Rsilwmy oflee, Oatoshead, 
lOtb Deoembar, 1838. 
Sib,— I beg to acknowledge the reoetpt of ytrar letter of the lOlh of 
November, enclosing a Report ofthe Railway Committee to tha Coanflfl 
of the Borough of Gateshead, to which I have sinea given ny beat attaa- 
Uon, and have also snbmitted it to the eonaideration of Mr. Wood, the 
company's chief engineer, preparatory to its being laid before the Board 
of Dlreotors, which shall be done at their next meeting. The minor 
points embraced in it, I think, may be easily and satbfhcCmily arranged, 
and although It is not in the power of tha Brandling Janotfon Railway 
Company to comply with the wish expreasad in the Report, by extend- 
log Garden-street, throagh Mr. Ellison's property,! have littla doubt tha 
Directors will sanction the proposal I intend to make, of carrying the 
projected colliery railway through a separata arch, so as to leave Um 
whole of that over OakweUgaie fwhloh greatly txcaads the parliamen - 
tary width) for the public um only. 

I am. Sir, yonr obedient servant, 

ROBSBT WM. BRANDLING, 
To William KeU, Esq. Managing XMreelor. 

Certain regulations of the Watch Committee respecting the 
appropriation of fees and the duties of the police were oonflrm- 
ed.onthe motion of Mr. Davis, seconded by Mr. Cout; and 
the Town Clerk read the draft of a memorial to Lord John 
Russell on the subject oi the National Records. In answer to 
Mr. James Hymers, who inquired if any answer had been re. 
ceived, the Town Clerk said it had not yet been sent, as 
Lord John Russell had been unable to attend to business ; and 
it was desirable that the memorial from the Mechanics' Insti- 
tute on the same subject, should be sent at the same time. It 
was ordered to be transmitted forthwith. 

The Town Clerk reported that he had received a letter, of 
which the following is a copy : — 

General Post Offloa, S8th Nov., 1838. 
8ia,~I am directed by the Postmaster General to acquaint yon, with 
reference to yonr letter of the 2Sth instant, that inquiry has been made 
on the sttl^ect of the ** minute" from the Committee of the Council of 
Gateshead ; and that his lordship does not consider it expedient to make 
any alteration in the delivery of letters at the ** Low Fell," Gateshead. 
I am. Sir, your obedient servant, 

Thos. Lawxchcr, Assistant Sacratary. 
Mr. Wm. Kell, Gateshead. 

Mr. Brockett enquired if any Councillor knew anything of 
an attempt by any parties to establish a Receiving-house or 
Gateshead Fell— but all the Councillors present expressed their 
entire ignorance of it. Mr. B. said he had heard, however, that 
such had been thought of, and it appeared very strange that the 
movers in it should not have condescended to consult the 
Committee; The letter was referred to the Post-office Com- 
mittee. 

The Town Clerk called the attention of the Committee 
to an application which was about to be made to Parliament, 
for establishing Moorings and Police on the River Tyne, and 
stated that the application was publicly advertised. 

On the motion of Mr. Aid. Hall, seconded by Mr. Broc- 
kett, a Committee was ordered to be appointed for watchinf 
the progress of the Bill, and reporting thereon to the Council, 
which was carried; and Messrs. Graham, Brockett, Wylam, 
Pollock, Davidson, and Fairbaim were appointed such Com- 
mittee. 

An Encroachment Committee was also appointed to take 
cognaizance of encroachment; committed beyond the limits of 
the Street Act, but within the borough. 

Messrs. R. Wylam and Joshua Greene were then added to 
the Watch, Encroachment, Scavenging, Railway, and Finance 
Committees. 

Mr. Cummins said he had a proporition to make respecting 
a Market for Gateshead. He was sure it was the best thing 
that could be done for the place, and many persons were of the 
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opinion. Sudi ft thing had been lon)^ talked of, and 
tome plBOB had been tubmitted, and a genueman was noiir 
mbout to produce another one. The to%n indeed was qufte 
alive to the great advantages to be derived from a market He 
thought delay would be prejudicial to the place ; he honed 
therelbre. something would be immediately done. Mr. C. tnen 
produced a list of market towns with their respective popula- 
tions, and remarked, that the Council would see, on inspection, 
that markeu were held in towns much inferior in population, 
to Gateshead— Barnard Castle, Stockton, Bishop Auckland, 
South Shields, and Durham, for instance, were all below 
Gateshead, in point of numerical importance. A great portion 
of the countrr business now went to Newcastle instead of 
Gateshead merely for want of a market One tradesman here 
told him (Mr. C.) the other day, that one of his customers, who 
had brought in £20 worth of butter and eggs for sale, was 
obliged to taJce them to Newcastle, and it was with some 
diUbttlty that that customer eoiild be prevailed upon to come 
over afterwards to this borough to spend his monejr. Many 
persons, Mr. C. was aware, could have done more justice to the 
snbtect, but he hoped they would take it up, and unite for the 
furtherance of so veiy desirable an object He concluded by 
moving, that the attention of the Market Committee be called 
lo the proprieCy and best means of establishing a market in this 
town, and report thereon to the next meeting of the Council. 

Mr. WtOBt thought that some of the small places named 
by Mr. Cummins as having markeu, had them because they 
hjkd not a large town like Newcastle so near to them. 

Mr. Pkicb asked if Mr. Cummins oould tell the meeting 
the reason why people went to Newcastle to buy their goods 
instead orboymg them in Gateshead— if not he could tell him, 
it was because people had to pay hr more tor the articles in 
Guteshead than on the other side of the water. 

This censnrs by a Gateshead manufacturer upon his fellow 
tfadesmen did not seem to take well with the council, several 
persons calling upon Mr. Price to explain what articles he 
alluded to, and one eouncillor asking if it was " glass." 

Mr. Pricb answered—^ Beef." 
' Mr. Brocrstt : It is strange, then, that people should 
eome over from Newcastle to purchase butcher meat in Gates- 
head. 
Mr. Pricb : Oh! they are no judges. 
Mr. Brockett : They ^^i^ persons probably who judge by 
aniality rather than according to price. Mr. B. seconded Mr. 
Cummins' molion most cordially, and quite agreed in every sen- 
timent Mr. C. bad expressed, and he begged the council to 
remember that all past attempts to establish markets in 
Gateshead had been made previous to a railway being estab- 
lished. The whole matter was now quite changed. The rail- 
way would eifect such a revolution as would render a market, 
and a considerable one too, indispensable. 
The motion was then put, and carried. 
Mr. Pricb then inquired if any report had been come to 
upon the Brandling railway company's proceedings, and a 
any steps had been uken thereon. 

The Town Clbrk said a report had not only been made 
hut Mr. Price had himself signed it (a laugh), and the Mayor 
uAd Mr. Prioe (who, with Mr. W. Hymers, had entered at a 
late stage of the proceedings) that the roilway matter had been 
<Hsposcd of. The Council meeting was then dissolved. 

At the fortnigbtiy meetings of the Ouardianft of the 
Gateshead Union, on Tuesday Dec. 18, Mr. Uillaby in the chair, 
an order was made upon the parish of Gateshead for £800, as 
its proportion .of the Union disbursement for the ensuing 
ouarter. A motion was made by the Chairman, seconded by 
Mr. Robert Robson, to the effect that Mr. Robert Foreman 
should be appointed Assistant Overseer for Gateshead, at a 
salary of £w a year, and that his salary, as keeper of the 
workhouse, be reduced from £70 to £50 per annum; the 
salary as Assistant Overseer to be paid by Ga tes head alone, 
and that as keeper of the workhouse by the Union. The mo- 
tion was supported by Messrs. Joseph Robson and Joshua 
Watson, and opposed by Messrs. James Hymers, T. Cummins, 
and S. Forster. After a rather warm dUcossion, an amend, 
ment was proposed by Mr. James Hymers, that the considera. 
tion of the question ne postponed until next meeting. The 
amendment was seoondea by Mr. Cummins, and eani«d by 
ft to 4. Mr. James Hymers gave notice that he would move^ 
at the next meeting ol the Board, that it is not expedient to 
huild a new workbonse^and, in case the motion should be 



lest, he wo«M Ifaeh BMve thift 4t be «i i BH w wH e ii to the W«ilt - 
henve Comtftt«e to apply Ibr a lAte for Ufe%oi1ihottftea]«ni 
the BoTou^ Pl^j^cfty. 
On Tliursiky ereniuf, Dec. 9>,Ui6 Qalesheiad Amateur 

harmonic Society liberally and spiritedly gave a Dress Concert, 
gratuitously, at Mr. Freeman's, which was well attended, »nd 
went off in good style. 

OnTueeday, Jan. 1 ,1839, at the fortnightly meeting of 
the Guardians of the Gateshead Union (Mr HiHaby in the chair) 
Mr. R. Wylam, in consequence of a letter from Mrs. Elizabeth 
C leghorn, matron of the Heworth workhouse, gave notice of a 
motion for the ad.iilion of £5 to her annual salary of £30. 
Mr. W^lam also laid a paper before the Board, to show that 
the parish of Heworth was financially injured, instead of ben^- 
fitted, by its connection with the Union. Mr. Hillaby's knotion 
was next brought forward, for the appointment of Mr. Foreman 
as assistant overseer for the parish of Gateshead, with a salary 
of £30 per year from that parish^-his present salary ol £70 
from the Union, as workhouse-master, being in that case it- 
duced to £80. Mr. Robert Robson seconded the motion, and 
on a division, there were five votes in its favour, and nine 
against it The Guardians for the motion were—Messrs. 
Samuel Hillaby, Joseph Robson, John Freeman, Robert Rob- 
son, and Henry Sanderson. Against it — The Rev. Mr. Pludx- 
mer, Robert Wylam, W. H. Brockett, William Mawer, Joshua 
Greene, Stephen Forster, James Hymers, Joseph Gray, and R. 
C. Foster. Mr. James Homers* motion, as to the inexpediency 
ol a new workhouse, having been moved, it was seconded by 
the Rev. Mr. Plnmmer $ ana an amendment was then moved 
by Mr. Joseph Gray, and seconded by Mr. Joseph Robson, that 
it be an instruction to the Building Committee, to ascertain 
the capability of the present workhouses, and whether either of 
them could be so altered as to be eligible for a union work- 
house. For the amendment, 8, viz., Messrs. Hillaby, Joseph 
Robwn, W. Mawer, Robert Robson, John Freeman, H. San. 
dersoD, W. H. Brockett, and Joseph Gray. Against it, 6, via, 
the Rev. Mr. Plummer, and Messrs. Wylam, Hymers, Greene, 
R. C. Forster, and S. Forster. The amendment having thus 
been carried, Mr. Hymers postponed his motion, " that if it be 
decided to build a new workhouse, application be inade for a 
site on the borough property." 

TO THE CHURCHWARDENS OF THE 
PARISH OF GATESHEAD. 

C^ £NTLEMEN,~You are entrusted, at this season 
T of the year, with the distribution of certain charities; 
and in the exercise of this duty, you have chosen — legally or 
illegally 1 know not— to dispense the funds of the donors in 
goods. You have given tickets on certain shopkeepers, who 
supply the bearers with provisions. Allow me to say, that it 
would have been better to have gi^tsn the recipients money, to 
be spent where and how they pleased ; but I do not so much 
complain of the ticket-system, as of your flagrant favouritism 
in the selection of shopkeepers, the psijtisans of your own party, 
and in some cases your own tenants, having^ been preferred to 
those who presume to difier with you in politics or religion, or 
who have not the good fortune to occupy your property. This , 
gentlemen, I cannot regard as the conduct of faitiiful trustees, 
nor shall it pass without the public reprobation of 
Yours observingly, 
Jan. 1, 1839. JAMES HYMERS. 



On Thursday, Jan. 3, 1839, Hugh Pattinson, Esq. gave his 
first lecture on Electro-Magnetism, before the members of the 
Gateshead Mechanics' Institute, tod others, in Freeman's long, 
room, which was crowded with a highly respectable audience. 
The lecture was of a most brilliant character, and amply jusii- 
fied the promises which we ventured to make in Mr. Pattinson 's 
behalf. The second lecture will be delivered on Thursday next 

A perfectly-foimed and beautiful lunar rainbow (sayi 
a Gat^ead correspondent) was observed for about twenty 
minutes on Thursday night, Jan.3. — it was first seen at a quarter 
before eleven, to the west, and about 30 degrees above the 
horizoA. The prismatic colours were faint but quite distin. 
guishable. A Slight drizzling rain was falling, and a strong 
breeze of wind blowing. Ji is, we belicgrls, ten years since sn6h 
aphenomeAon was sedi in this district previous td Thorny 
last 
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The Gatbshkad PosT-OFricx.^Tbe Towb Clerk 
has addressed tbe foHowing letter to the Postmaster General:— 

MtLohd.^I «m instrurtedby Ike Commtttse of the Coancll of tfalf 
Bonmgfa, to aoknowledgv tbe roeeipt of a Letter from tint AsMstaut Se- 
CTMary of the General Post-Offioe, dated the S8th ult., in reply to the 
eommamcation of a minute of tiila Committee oa the subject of the 
irregular deHrciy of letters in the Seathfm District of this Borough— 
and to express the surprise of tbe Committee, at tbe announcement that 
your Lordship does not eonsider it expedient to make any alteration in 
dto deUrary of letter* at tbe '* Low Fell, Gateshead. " 

I am also iaatruotsHl by the Committee to state, that the irregular de> 
livenr of which they complained was nut the delivery at the Low Fell, 
but ID the whole Southern Diatrict of the Borough : and that the '* Low 
Feir* was not even alluded to in the communication fh>m ma, on 
behalf of the Committee, to your Lordohip. 

I am now instructed by the Committee to apprize yourLordahip, that 
the Committee are quite prepared to guarantee, that a regular daily de- 
Uvery of letters in the Southern District of this Boro«((h shall not entail 
any additional expense upon tbe General Post-Office — inasmuch as, with 
tbe sanction of your Lordship, the Committee are ready to make such 
arrangements for the appointment and payment of a letter-carrier, aa 
would not only secure to the inhabitanta tbe convenience they require, 
but do so wittUMit the slij^teat chance upon the public aervioe. 

I am, my Lord, your Lerdahip's obedient serrant. 

Gflteahead, See. SO, 1838. WILLIAM KBLL. 



Gateshead Mechanics' Institute. — The annual 
meetinsr o( ibis insititution was held in the town-hall, Oakwell. 
gate, oh Wednesday evenin?, D<m:. 19, 1838, at seven o'clo^^k — 
W. Uutt, Esq. M.P'. one of the vioe-presideDt<, in the chair. Tbe 
attendance, owing to the inclemency ot tbe weather, and the 
apathy of some uf the members, was nt>t very numerous. 
William Kell, Esq. one of the secretai'ies, read tbe report of the 
Committee, from which we give the following facts: — The 
number of members is 256, exclusive of 15 names remaining 
for liallot at tbe next monthly meeting. Tbe number of mem- 
bers at the last annual meeting was 245, 30 of whom have 
ceased to be connected with tbe institution. It folio ws, therefore, 
that the number of members admitted during the yeai' is 41. 
Upwards of 340 volumt\s exclu.>ive of pam[)blet!i and periodi- 
calSyhave been adde<l to the library; and tbe number of issues 
of books during the year has been 2,700. The additions to 
the library include the Journals of the Houses of Lords and 
Commons, from 1547 to 1833. Application had been made to 
. the Secretary ot State, by tbe institution, and also by the town, 
council of the borough, for a copy of the National- Records,. to 
be placed in the librarjr ; but the Under-Secretary had replied, 
that the number ofcopieb was so limited, that the request could 
not be granted. Excellent lectures bad been delivered by Mb. 
William Noble, Mr. Henry Bradv, and Mr. Thomas Dawson ; 
and arrangements were concluded for a course on Elcctro-Mag- 
netism by Hugh Lee Pattinson, Esq. It was aUo expected 
that Mr. Dawson would again favour the members with hie 
valuable services, ere many weeks had passed. The society 
was £5 9s. A^d. in debt to the treasurer, in consequence of the 
tardiness of many of the members in paving their subscriptions. 
The total expenditure of the year amoiintwl to £167 12 4d.— 
Mr. W. L Harle, in moving that the Report be adopted and 
printed, expressed his regret that in this as in other Mechanics' 
In»titutes, there were, comparatively speaking, so few mecha. 
nics on the books ; and as one means of giving increased vitality 
to such institutions, Mr. H« strongly urged the propriety of 
district unions, for the purpose of procuring the services of 
first-rate lecturers, who could not, for want of funds, be engaged 
by isolated Mechanics' Institutes. Mr. Aid. Wilson seconded 
the motion, and it was unanimously adopted. — The Chairman, 
in reference to the letter of the Under-Secretary of State, said 
that he was aware the copies of the National Records on haad 
were few, but be would recommend the committee to persevere 
in their request, and he would be verv happy to give them all 
the assistance in his power. (Applause.; Mr. Kell stated, 
that application had been made for the good offices of the 
Members connected with the district, and Mr. Rippon, Mr. 
Larobton, and Mr. Liddell, had all written to promise that their 
services should be cordially given to the institution in this 
matter. (Applause.) Mr. Brady proposed a vote of thanks to 
tbe town-council for their interference on behalf of the members : 
%nd Mr. S. Forster having seconded the motion, it wascarriea 
netn, con. Thanks having next been voted to the committee of 
the past year, and Mr. Kell, in acknowledgina: the compliment, 
having spoken in terms of strong commendation of the services 
of Mr. Swinburne and Mr. Bndj, an al:eralion in tbe rules 



was submitted by Bir. Hedley, to the efiect that nusnbcn be 
allowed to take home a periodical publication, in addkion to a 
work of some other description. This proposal was seconded 
by Mr. W. H. Brockett,and unanimously adopted. Thanks 
were then voted Co Mr. Hutt, for his services in the chair ; and 
in the course of his rcpiv, Mr. H.,a.s a stimulus to mechanics, 
referred to the institutfon in Leeds, many of who-« members, 
solely by the science (and especially chemical science) which 
they bed acquired within its walN, had raised themselves to 
competence and its prominnit station in society. In London, 
Hull, Liverpool, and other places, like results had been achieved. 
The Liverpool Mechanics Institute numbered 4JCX)0 members; 
and it was a gratifying circumstance, that of all the individuals 
connected with that institution from its commencement, not 
one had ever been known to aopear as a criminal in a court of 
justice. Mr. Hutt proceedea to advert to Mr. Rowland 
Hill's plan of Post Office Reform, as a powerful means 
of improving the condition and increasing the happiness 
of the people. It must be evident to all, that theie was 
some vital defect in the present post-office system, when, 
notwithstanding the « great increase of the population of the 
eountry, the revenue had rather diminished. Mr. Hill attributed 
this circumstance to tbe excessive charges for the conveyance 
of letters, and their consequent transmission in large numbers, 
chiefly by the middle classes by illegitimate means; 
while to the poor (and this was the greatest evil of all), the ex- 
orbitant demanls of the post office amounted to a prohibition 
on correspondence. Mr. Hill, taking these circumstances into 
consideration, set him^lf to work to solve the problem — 
*• What was the lowest charge that could be adopted, without 
injury to the efficiency and revenue of the post-officel* and 
the conclusion to which he came was, that a penny postage on 
all letters weighing less than an ountre was amply sufficient 
Mr. HPill proposed, Uiat the postage should be paid in advance ; 
and that instead of tbe payment being ma^Ie at the post-office, 
it should be made in the purchase at any stationer's of stamped 
envelopes* [Hei« Mr. Hutt produced seiieml of the stamped 
covers, and called attention Co an * ingenious device" in the 
manufacture of tbe paper, fbi: the prevention of forgeryj By tbe 
adoption of these covers, tbe time and trouble of examining the 
letters, ascertaining the uhai'ges to which they were liable, re. 
ceiving the mnney,.and keeping a double account (as at pre- 
sent), would all be saved, ana frauds would be rendered impos- 
sible The delivery would also be accomplished in much less time. 
The plan^ united extreme simplicity with great comprehensive- 
ness, and was open to so few objections, and fraught with such 
immense social and commercial advantages, that it must ulti- 
mately be adopted. It would extend the nai*row circle of the 
poor man's pleasure and com'orts — remove one great barrier to 
tbe spontaneous education of tbe people — and advance tbe mo- 
rality and enjoyment of the nation, r Applause.) He had in 
troduced this subject, because it was closely connected with the 
object which they had met together to promote; and as there might 
be some present who were not a(;quainted with Mr. Hill's sys- 
tem, he had stated its leading features, hoping thereby to help 
forward a gi*eat practical Reform, in the success of which all 
classes and parties were deeply interested. — Mr. Hutt having 
retired from the chair amidst loud applause, scrutineers were 
appointed to cast up the votes which iiad been given by ticket 
at an early stage or the meeting ; and the following result was 
subseauently declared : — President, the Earl of Durham : Vice- 
Presidents^ William Hutt, Esq., M.P., the Rev. J. Collinson, 
and James Pollock, Charles Attwood, J. W. Williamson, D. B. 
White, M«D.. George Silvertop, and John Barras, Esqrs.; Se- 
cretaries, William Kell and Henry Brady, Esars. ; Trcamirer, 
Thomas Swinburne, Esq.; Committeemen, Messrs. William 
Hedley, (%orge Bell, James Chariton, S. Hillaby, F. Bennett, 
C. F. Springmann, J. B. Niven, Cornelius Oarbutt, Benjamin 
Match! tt, J. Clephan, Richard Young, Thomas Hedley, James 
Rae, R. H. Maggie, John Onnston, Thomav- Cummins, Joseph 
Watson, and Richard 6arliok^-^Ia tbe course of the evening, 
it was stated by Mr. Brady, that Mr. Williamson would have 
been present, but he bad'to be in Durham tbe same evening, 
trepaVabory to tbe discbar^ of his duties as Chairman of the 
Sessions on tbo following dav ; and Mn Hutt informed tbe 
meeting,.tbat Mr. Silwrtop, of Minsisr Aores, regretted that 
another engagement would not all«wof his attendance. — [At a 
meeting of the oommittaa, held on Thunsday evening, 15 new 
members were admitted, and 16 were proposed for ballet at a 
future meeting. Tbe naaMrofoD* member was emsed*] 
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St. Edmund's Chapel School, Gateshead.— The 
treasurer's report for 1838 havnig been published, we give an 
abtstract : — 

Cash in SaTings' Bank, as per last repoit, £S3 18 

Interest in this and other monies, 14 1 4 

Sabscripdous by the poblio, 60 18 

Pennies from the scholars, 3*2 17 

^eiAl 9 7 
Balance doe to treasnrer on last year's 1 j.q , . «. 

aooonnt. M^ 15 6| 

Expenses during the jrear 104 15 lU 

Cash in Sarings' Bank 42 18 0| 

£151 7 

Thf. Gateshead Union. — At the meetinfif of the 
Board of Guardians, .Ian. 15,1839, (Mr. Hillaby in the chair, 
the motion was brought forward for the increase of Mrs. Cleg- 
horn's salary from £20 to £25, when there voted for the mo- 
tion — Messrs. R. Wylam, Joshua Greene, George Armstrong, 
William Laws, Joshua Watson, Thomas Cummins, James Hy- 
mers, and William Mawer: and against the motion — Mes^rs. 
S. Hillaby, G. H. Ramsay, Robert Robsnn, Joseph Robson, 
Stephen Hall, R. Sanderson, Stephen Forster, and J. F. Ben- 
nett The numbers being equal, the Chaiiman was called upon 
to decide, and he gave his casting vote against the motion. Mr. 
Forster gave notice of a motion that the collector of the rates 
of the parish of Gateshead be appointed assistant overseer, at 
a fixed salary. Mr. Greene gave notice of a motion calling upon 
the overseers of Gateshead promptly to attend to the procuring 
of evidence in respect of settlements, and also to proving and 
executing orders oi removal ; and Mr. Mawer gave notice of a 
similar motion in regard to Whickham. Mr. Watson gave no- 
tice, that he would move the appointment of a committee to in- 
quire into the state of the lunatic paupers of the Uuion, and 
report to the Board. 

TO THE WORSHIPFUL THE MAYOR OF 
GATESHEAD. 

'lll/'E, the undersigned, request you to be pleased to 
V> call a PUBLIC MEETING of the Inhabitants of the 
Borough of Gateshead, for the purpose of considering the 
question of IMPRESSMENT, with a view to a more efficient 
system of manning the navy ; and also to consider the pro. 
priety of petitioning for a REPEAL OF TAXES upon Ar- 
tides ttsea in the Construction and Provisioning of Vessels, in 
order to enable the British Shipowner to compete more success- 
fully with the Foreigner. 



William Walker 
James Hymers 
W. H. Prockett 
John Phillips 
Joseph Lamb 
Andrew M*Leod 
Ralph Wake 
Wm. Lockey Harle 
George Charlton 
Jonathan Robson 
Benjamin Matchitt 
George Straker 
Thomas Sowerby 
John Ormston 



John Featherston 
William Wylam 
George Bennett 
Musgrave Fallows 
Joseph Watson 
William Douglas 
A. R. Bowes 
Christian Allhusen 
Paul Ormston 
John Kimpster 
Thomas Elder 
W. B. Proctor 
Thomas Wilson 
Thomas Douglas 



In compliance with the above Requisition, I hereby convene 
a Public Meeting of the Inhabitants of Gateshead, to take the 
above-mentioned matters into consideration, at the Town Hall, 
on Wednesday, the 23rd inst, at 7 o'clock in the evening. 
JOHN 13ARRAS, xMayor. 

Gateshead, I8th Jan., 1899. 



THE PLOUGH-MONDAY HURRICANE, 
Plough Monday, 1839, will be memorable in the annals of 
the island. On that day, one of the most furious and desolat- 
ing storms that ever occurred in the memory of living man ra- 
vaged England from North to South, and from East to West 
We cannot pretend to give all the details which have reached 
us, through various channels, from London, Birmingham, 
W^ales, Liverpool, Ireland, &c. &c. ; nor can we enter into par- 
ticulars in reference to our own immediateneighbourhood. We 
will, however, devote as much space as we conveniently can to 
the dreadful gale, that our subscribers may possess a tolerably 



ample record of the occurrences of a day which will hence- 
forth be marked with ** a black stone" in all lists of ** remark- 
able events." The storm commenced at (or shortly after) mid- 
night, with the wind S.W., and was attended with bail, rain, 
and sleet, but not to any great extent As the day advanced, 
the wind veered round till it was W.N.W. The force of the 
gale was terrific. The winds of heaven seemed as if loosened 
from all restraint, and left free to their own rebellious will. 
The noise, in the darkness of the morning, was as the appalling 
rush of mighty waters; and crash succeeded to crash, as the 
work of destruction proceeded. At daylight^ few persons ven- 
turt<l to throw open the shutters of their windows; and none 
went from their home;*, who were not called forth by some 
urgent necessity. Business was almost wholly neglected, and 
shops were with few exceptions unopened. We have ourselves 
collected a number of facts connected with the storm — several 
correspondents have kir.dly supplied us with information — and 
we have also been assisted by contemporary newspapers. We 
begin with our own borough. 

Gateshead. — This place, from its exposed situation, suf- 
fered in property moi-e severely than many of its neighbours 
but we are happy that the personal injury sustained by the in- 
habitants was not extenjive. The raliery of Mr. Gibbon's 
mill was blown down, one of the wands injured, and the hou:»e 
unroofed. Mr. Rowntree was unfortunate in every direction. 
Eight squares of glass were broken in the window of his di 
ning-room, in Melbourne-<»Uvet; the gallery of his mill at 
W^rekenton was blown down; two chimneys fell ut his office and 
warehouse in High-street; his roasting-house in the George, 
and Dragon yard was blown down ; and the roof of his stable 
adjoining the last-named premises, was blown off. The top of 
Mr. Miles's mill was lifted off and blown away bodily. At Ra- 
vensworth-terrace, eight spouts were torn down, and several 
panes broken. The gallery of Mr. Carlisle's mill was blown 
down, and Mr. Douglas's mill was injured. The stables and 
byersof Mr. Freeman, at the Rabbit-bunks, were unroofed; 
and also, to a considerable extent, his long room in High -street 
In the Bam Close, where 109 houses and three chapels have 
been built within the last two years and a half, and many 
houses are yet unfinished, the damage was less than might 
have been expected. £300, it is estimated, will cover the loss 
sustained. Mr. Falkous, who has eleven houses completed on 
the ground, and sixieen in progress, has not suffered to a 
greater extent than £ 12. The greatest sufferer is Mr. Hudson 
an industrious man, who had two unfinished houses nearly le- 
velled to the ground. Not long ago, they were much damaged 
by a hi^h wind ; and his second loss, greater tlian the firsi,and 
following close at its heels, will be a grievous burden upon him. 
A subscription, however, has been commenced in his favour, 
and contributions will be i-eceived at the Observer office. In 
Greene's Field, the large chimney of the engine-house, 70 feet 
high, stationed at the head of the inclined-plane of the Brand- 
ling Junction Railway, was thrown down between six and seven 
o'clock in the morninu, with a tremendous crash, and a man 
named Henrv Hawks had one of his legs fractured by the ac- 
cident At iUe works of Messrs. Abbot k, Co., a chironev, be- 
tween 70 and 80 feet high, fell in the forenoon, and killed one 
of the men, named John Ornck, who was at work in a smith's 
shop. In Pleasant-rDw, Hign-street, not a house escaped un- 
iiyured; and the two housci oecupieil by Mr. Fairweather and 
Mr. W. ShieM were r.>;npletely unroofed, and otherwise da- 
maged. Kin.r James's-street also suffered considerably; and 
St Edmund's chapel, adjoining, was divested of the greater 
pan of its roof. The vestry was unroofed entirely, and the 
windows of the edifice were extensively shattered. The *« cho- 
lera monument," which stood in the burying-groun<), was thrown 
down, and broken. Deckham Hall, near the toll gate, the re- 
sidence of J. Speddinir, E^<\. was much injured. Mr. Wight's 
mill, at Carr's Hill, and Mr. Snowdon's at the Blue Quarries, 
were damaged in several parts. At the house of the late Mr. 
Falla, chimneys were overthrown, the roof smashed, and jmrt 
of the gable end blown down. Two of the small spires of the 
church at Ga'eshead Fell were destroyed. But we must throw 
aside many of our notes of the day's disasters, and hasten to a 
close of our notice of Gateshead. Bottle-bank was rendered 
almost impassable by the ruins of roofs, chimneys. &c. A 
house, on the east side, which was the property of^ the late 
Mr. Lister, was entirely unroofed. In Bridge-street, Mr. John 
Lister's piemises were partly unroofed. The chimneys of Mr. 
Bowes and Mr. Matcbitt's houses were thrown down, and drove 
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in the roof of Mr. Colman's bouse. From Mr. Matchitt's 
bouse, near a ton of lead was blown off. In Pipewellif:ate, 
great damage was done, and in all parts of tbe parish lamp- 
posts were thrown down, trees torn up by tbe roots, and damage 
done in various forms. The town bad the appearance of hav. 
ing been in a stage of siege for a considerable penoil ; and. 
with tbe shops closed, tbe pavement strewn with ruins, and 
the houses shattered, our streets presented a most desolate 
aspect When, in tbe afternoon, the wind subsided, masons, 
glaziers, &c. were in general request, and tiles and chimney- 
pots, which in the former part of the day were ** coming 
down,'* were now ** lookina up." The builders began to repeat 
the old proverb anent an ** ill wind ;'* and the slaters, attempt- 
ing to profit by tbe calamities of others, talked of ** striking 
for wages.*' 

Tbe Rev Mr. Murray's chapel, which had suflfered 
>ome damage in the late storm, having been surveyed by two 
respectable builders, we are glad to learn, that in consequence 
of the substantial character of the edifice, the injury has been 
trivial, and the chapel will shortly be re-opened for divine 
service. 

Tbe splendid steam-boat Twilight^ built by Mr. 
Stephen Wood, of this borough, launched last Christmas-day, 
will commence plying between Newcastle and Shields on Wed- 
nesclav,(Jan.:30.) " We understand the accommodation and com- 
fort or pas^engers have been carefully considered in the construe . 
tion of^this vessel, and it is fitted up in a very elegant manner. 

On Wednesday evening*, a bandsdme chased silver 
snuff-box, with a suitable inscription, value £5, was presented 
to Mr. Robert Nixon, by Mr. D. Haggie, sen., on behalf of the 
sinirers of Melboume.street chapel, Gateshead, as a token of 
their respect for his valuable* servires in leadiuK the choir. 

Weslbyan Sun day Schools. — On Sunday, (Jan. 20,) 
tbe Rev. Hodgson Casson preaehed (morning and evening) in the 
High .street chapel, for the benefit of these institutions. He also 
presided at a Love Feast* in tbe afternoon. The collections for tbe 
schools, af^er the two sermons, realized £31 ; and that made at 
tbe love-feast, for the poor of the society (as the custom is) to 
£4 15s. Mr. Casson being well known and much respected in 
this neighbourhood, the congregations were large. In the morn- 
ing, several were unable to gain admission ; but in tbe eve. 
ning, the disappointed ones amounted to hundreds. Half-an ■ 
hour before the time of service, every aisle and staircase, in- 
eluding even that of the pulpit, were crowded ; and when tbe 
rev. gentleman made his appearance at the vestry -door, so 
densely were the people packed, that, to gain access to bis 
place, he had— not to •* c/tmA up some other wav,** like certain 
characters which shall be nameless— but literally to be UJUd 
upf from band to band, by some of his audience. Even at the 
love-feast— for ** membert of society only"— between 800 and 
900 pc raons were present In tbe large school-room, at noon, a 
dinner was gratuitously provided for the country friends; and 
in the afternoon, tbe children and teachers had tea in the same 
place. Altogether, the proceedings of the day seemed a treat 
to all parties. As it regards the children, (whose public exami- 
nation, we ought to observe, did credit to the industry of their 
preceptors,) to thom it was obviously no •* Tantalus' cup," their 
merry faces expressing that happy satisfaction which is uni- 
formly the reward of youthful virtue. 

* The afVCV^OUS of the Primitive ChristiaDS. 

PUBLIC MKETINO IN OATESHEAD. 
IMPRESSMENT AND TAXES ON TIMBER -THE 
CHARTISTS AND THE SUFFRAGE. 
January 23, 1839. 
John Barms, Esq., the Nfayor of this Borough, in compli- 
ance with a requisition which had been presented to him, an 
Vointe<l a public meeting of the inhabitants to be held in the 
Town-hall, on Wednesday evening, " for ihe purpose of consi- 
dering the question of Impresamentf with a view to a more effi- 
cient system of manning the navy ; and also to consider the 
propriety of petitioning for a Repeal of Taxea upon articles 
used in the constructing and provisioning of vessels, in order 
to enable the British shipowner to compete more successfully 
with the foreigner." . ^ . . ^ 

The Mayor took bis seat at the appointed time, in tbe per- 
senoe of a full meeting* and expressed his approbation of tbe 
objects for the promotion of which they bad been called to- 
gether. 



I 



Mr. W. L. Harle moved, and Mr. George Watson seconded, 
tbe following resolution : — ** That impressment being disgrace- 
ful to a free state, ought to be dispensed with as soon as possible, 
and such advantages offered, in the sh pe of wages, bounty, 
and more equitable distribution of prize money, as would in- 
duce able and efficient seamen to enter into the public service ; 
and on no ground whatever can it be justifit'd that a sailor 
should be called upon to serve his country on less advantageous 
terms than be can obtain from the merchant shipowners." 
While s|>eaking in support of this motion, the mover was fre- 
quently interrupted by cries in favour of Universal Suffi'age 
and by expressions of opinion that tbe working classes bad now 
nothing to fight for. 

Mr. George Straker, of Newcastle, who, from his great expe- 
rience in all matters connected with shipping, had been invited 
to attend and address tbe meeting, ro>e to speak in support of 
the motion. This meeting (he t^aid) wa^ not at all political. 
(Ironical cries of ** Hear, bear.**) The aspect of affairs abroad 
and at home rendered it necessary that this country should be 
prepared — (Cries of ** We are prepared," ** I've got a pike," 
•* I've got both a rifle and a pike, ** We're getting the oma- 
menu,'* &c., &c.) He begged the meeting would not inter- 
rupt him. He was an old sailor, and not much used to 
ublie speaking ; and if they broke tbe thread of his speech. 
le might not be able to knot it again. (Great laughter.) 
Impressment was a most abominable practice, but the coun- 
try might be so situated as to render its adoption impe- 
rative, for in bis opinion State necessity would justify any- 
thing. (Cries of ** Hear, hear," and much disapprobation.) 
If an enemy were to come suddenly upon the country, men 
must be had to repel the invader. (Cries of <* We won't fight 
without the suffrage.'*) But, though it might lie imperative to 
resort to impressment, there was no necessity to iustify such 
barbarous treatment as our men of war's men had too often 
been subjected to. They ought to be well treated and well paid. 
If landsmen could not go to sea for their own protection, they 
ought to pay liberally those who could. It was a rule in law, 
he believed, that when a man could not pay in purse, he must 
pay in person ; and he thought it was equally right, that when 
a man could not |>ay in person, he should pay in purse. 
(Laughter.) And it should be remembered, that after all that 
could be paid to men of war's men, it was impossible to repay 
them for their privations — ^their loiis of domestic enjoyments, 
and other sources of happiness. Still, he trusted that in the 
day of danger, Englishmen would— (Cries of ** Never," •* We 
never will without tbe suffrage."^ Bad as they might think 
matters in the State, there haa been a vast improvement 
within tbe last few years in the Navy. Let them read Colling, 
wood's letters, if they wished for information on this subject 
He hoped that now, while at peace, preparations would be made 
to renoer impressment, if possible, unnecessary ; and that if a 
war should break out^ all would unite — (Cries of ** No, no,' 
and great confusion.) I am sure (continued Mr. Straker) that 
there isn't one of you, seeing a foreign enemy, but what would 
try to be the very first to meet him. (Cries of *• No, no, no," 
and laughter.) I know you better. (Laughter, and great con- 

fusion.) D me, if I should be able to keep you back. 

(Roars of laughter, and cries of** Oh, oh,"" We'd none of us 
^o,^ I don't believe you. (Renewed laughter, amidst which 
Uie orusque old gentleman resumed his seat.) 

Mr. William Atkinson, an operative ma.«on, said that if the 
working men had their political privileges, and felt that they 
had an interest in the land of their birth, there was not one of 
them but would go forward to the death for their common 
country. (Applause.) But they were unrepresented, and had 
therefore no confidence in the House of Commons, and no in- 
clination to approach that assembly by petition. They had no 
interest in the land whereon God had placed them, and on 
which it was His intention that they should live. "The Poor 
Law Amendment Aet declared, that afler the powers of labour 
were drained to the last, they had no title to support from tbe 
soil. (Cries of *« Hear, hear.") Nor were their grievances 
one, but many. During their whole life they were ground 
down by ext^ive taxation, and now an Act was passed 
to deprive them of the means of a decent existence when 
the powers of labour failed. He, for one. had arms m 
bis nouse at this moment, and would take care that he 
would not be pressed. (Hear, hear, and loud applause.) 
If tbe people of^ England had their political rights, and the 
Constitution were placed on the broad democratical basis of 
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Uoiversal Suffrage, neilber the Autocrat of Russia, i^r wiy 
other tyrant, would dream of insulting our national fltig, or of 
aufHroafiliiog in a hostile attitude wUhin a hundred miles of our 
saores. (Applause.) I may not address you (coniiaued Mr. 
A.) in support of my views so well as they deserve. My pa- 
renta were poor, and my education \ery navrojw $ so that my 
periods canjoot b/e so wcU roun^ded, nor mv remarks so 
pointed, as thoKe of you who are of what are called the uf>per, 
but certainJIy not more uselul olassea. (Applause.) Our hearts, 
[ assui-e you, are with vou on the queiition before the meeting; 
but we Ha^e no confiJ«n<;e in the Bouse of Commons, and we 
are inclined to look upon this meeting as a sort of clap-trap, to 
divert our attention from Universal Suffrage. Do not think that 
w are anarchists, blood-shedders, physical- force revolutioniitts. 
We have no wish lo ii^jure either the persons or the property 
of ajiy on«*. of our fellow-countrymen. But we feel that we are 
deprived of our rights, and our rights we will have. (Loud ap^ 
pkiuse.) Under the present system, we care little whether Rus- 
sia, or any other power, invatleb and conquers our country.— ^I 
move, a£ aa ani<indment, that this meeting is of opinion that it 
is useless to petition the House of Commons, and that the only 
sure remedy for existing evils i& Universal Suffrage. (Great 
applause.) 

Mr. John Hunter seconded the amendment He thought 
that the people were entitled to Universal Suffrage — ^that they 
ought not to be expected to fi^ht for men who denied them 
their rights. (Cheers.) As to impressment, why not do in the 
navy as was done in the militia? On the land, the militia was 
filled up by a ballot Could they not ballot for the aavyl (Bear, 
hear.) 

Mr. W. H. Brockett had no idea, when this meeting was pro- 
posed, by gentlemen conversant in shipping matters, that its 
promoters had any political object ; but there were some pre- 
sent who seemed to be more qwckaighted, and saw in therequi- 
sition a mere clap -trap to divert attention from Universal Suf- 
frage ! (Confusion.) The opponents of the original motion 
would defer an immediate aidvantage for the sake of a prospec- 
tive good. He believed that there were many assooiatjooa 
among workmen for the protection of labour, and should not 
wonder if the mover of toe amendment, and some of his sup- 
porters, were members of such asiiociations. (Cries of ** Yes, 
yes," '* We're all members.") tie expected that answer. They 
were all, it seemed, members of such, societies, and aoxious to 
have t^ieij' labour, which was their property, protected. (Cries 
of ** Yes, to be sure.") He had not oeard that in their trade 
societies all proposals as to efforts to raise wages, &c., were 
rqjected till tney had the sut&age. (Cries of ** Hear, hear," 
and great uproar and confusion.) They might clamour, but he 
would be heard. He would not be put down by noise, nor even 
by those pilceaand rifles of which tbey had beard so much that 
evening. (Increased confusion.) The working classes were 
wisely determined to use every constitutional meaas for the 
maintenance of the waffes of labour. Well, then, ha w.ould ai>k 
tliem. ** Who employed the Navy I" (Cries of " We do," *♦ We 
pay the Navy.") To be sure they did, and they refused' t4» pajr 
their own servants as liberally— -^The remainder of- tJie ^eniencd 
was lost in the noise which was made by l^e meeting.) Was 
this fair play ? They did not defer the prosecution of their 
own demands for wages till Univer^ Suffice was obtained, 
but when the poor seamen asked rhem for a suitable renuinera<.- 
tion for their services, the v replied, <*Oh, you mav call again! 
Well settle with you when we've got l/niversal Suffrage!" 
Shame, shame on the men whp could actsouqjustly ! (Uproar 
and disorder.) Such was the shuffling conduct of men who 
tiiked of the present meeting as a trick to draw off attention 
from Universal Suffrage. It was disgraceful to the people thus 
to shirk Uie claims of theirown workmen in the Navy. (Groans 
aud great confusion.) 

Mr. Hunter said that he was no unionisti nor bad be a pike 
or a musket He had come forward to second the amendment 
without any previou.s concert with the mover or bis friends. 
He was an old seaman, and considered Universal Suftrage as 
the only protection of seamen from tyrann^r. (Applause.) The 
people paid the Navy, it was true, 'but it was through their 
tyrannical Whig trustees. 

Mr. Harle made a few remarks on the impolicy of refusing 
a make an effort for aa^ Reform, however attaiofible, till Uni- 
versal Suffrage was achieved. That measure itself could onl^ 
be obtained, peaceably, by those constitutional means which it 
was necessaiy to resort to in striving for all Reforms. But 
some of those present seemed inclined to resort at once to 



aaarehy and confusion — to the pike and the rifle. (Cries of 
" It's a lie," ** Well try moral force, and then the pike and the 
musket"]) Would they decline practicable measujres of Re- 
form, while agitating for a change which was not likely to ti^e 
place fbr years ? (A cry of ** We'll have the Suffirage in a 
QiODth.") The question of impressment was one which could 
not be too soon settled. He was not aware that there was any 
immediate prospect of a Russian flei't— ^A cry of ** Yes, there 
is, or you would not be here to-night," and great up- 
roaiTyin the midst of which Mr. Hnntei: begged that they would 
bear all who wished to speak.^ Would lliey (said Mr. Harle) 
quietly see the Russian serfs land on their coast, and set New- 
castle in flames * (Cries of ^ Yes, yes — we have nothing to 
fight for — ^nothing to lose — we nay as well have one tyrant as 
another.'!) He would not trouble them with any more remarks. 

The ^uyor pat the amendment, and it was carried by a 
large majohtv. The declaration of the result was received 
with loud anu long-continued applause. 

Mr. Brockett demanded a poll, believing that the amendmem 
had been carried by inhabitants of Newcastle, who were not 
entitled to vote, as the advertisement convened a meeting of 
** the inhabitants of Gatesihcad." (A cry of—" Isn't Mr. Straker 
a Newcastle man ?") 

Some of the Chartists observed, that they would divide, if it 
were wished, but they would not poll, becaust* to do so would 
expose them to the anger of their masters, who would then 
learn the'r names. 

There was now much clamour and confusion in the hall. 
Three cheers were given fbr Canada, and three for the Libe- 
rator. There was also a cry of " Thi-ee groans fbr the Observer," 
and of—** Peaceably, if wecan ! — forcibly, if we must !** 

Eventually, it was put lo the meeting whether or not there 
should be a poll, and the negative was carried amidst loud 
cheers. 

Mr. Brockett then moved the following resolution :-^ That 
it is notorious that British shipowners are subjected to duties 
and rebtrictions, both in the construction and provisioning of 
their vessels, which operate most pixgudicially to their inte- 
rests, by affording the untaxed foreigner the means of under- 
selling them in the carrying trade. That the duc>' on all mate- 
rials used in the builclin^, equipment, and provisioning of 
vessels, ought to be immediately reduoea, and as so<in as possi- 
ble repealed. That the removal of the duty on oak timl>er and 
plank — the former of which is taxed £2 lbs, per load, and the 
latter £4 per load — would enable the British shipowner to 
obtain a vessel of 900 tomi at more than ksoO less than at 

5 resent ; and it is also the opinion of this meeting, that if such 
uties were removed, it would not ovily enable the British 
shipowner to compete successfully with the foreign shipowner, 
but likewise enable us to manuJaciure ships for other coun^ 
tries, the same as we do cottons and hardware, and induce 
British shipowners to repair ail their ships in Bi-itish instead 
of Baltic ports. That the permission to take certain articles 
out of bond, as ship-stores, duty-free, does not extend to beef 
and bi^ead, the two most expensive and neoessary articles oA a 
eiiewi*s consumption. That the immediate abolition of all re* 
strictions with respect to these ajiicles, so that they may be 
placed OR a pttrfeot equality with other descriptions of stores, 
would be a. great boon to the public, by enabling the British 
shipowner to contest the carrying trade more successfully with 
the foreigner." To this resolution tl}ere woi^d surely be no 
opposition otiei-ed. (Cries of ** What have we to do with it!" 
** It's all fpr the capitalist," *• We'll pass it, if you'll join us fbr 
Universal Suffrage.*^ There cannot be any difference of opi- 
nion on such a resolution. (** Query.") The removal of the 
duties will be a boon— (** Not to the working man.") Yes, it 
would benefit both the capitalist and the workman. The one 
would get better prices, and the other better wages. (** We cant 
eat wo<»d,"** It would do us no good," ** We want the sufirage.**) 
Would thev put off every measure, till they had got the suN 
fragef (** We'll have it in three weeks," laughter, and uproar.) 
He wished they would show their fitness for the suffhige by 
argument rather than by clamour. (Groans and great disorder^ 
They would take no steps to improve the condition of f ' 



sixpence," and much laughter, which was increased by the 
** 'Town's Clerk's" intimation that his creditor must wait till 
Universal Sufirage wascarried.) If the; would not pay their debts 
in money (continued Mr. B.), he supposed they would be for 
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paying them with their pik«:} and rifcs. (Gnat uproar.) He 
roust sav, if su b was their conduct in what sSould be a 
deKberative meeting, thej were not fit for the suffrage. (hMsreased 
noise and confusion.) 

Mr. Andrew McT.eod having seconded Mv^BrockeM's motion, 
Mr. Strakercame forward to give it bis support The duties 
in question were a great injury to the country, and particularly 
to a1) persons connected with shipbuilding and ahippinff. The 
Bahic foreigner, owing to these impolitic duties, eoold both 
get his ships built and navigated cheaper tliaa the British 
shipowner: the American foreigner could gethissbina bailt, 
but not navigatctl cheaper. If the duties on the timber ^iwFe 
abolished, a ship of 200 tons burden coald be built in England 
for £5S0 less than at present ; and foreigners, who even now, 
in cases of necessity, purchased of our shipbailders, would resort 
to a great extent to this country for shi^s, and our own ship- 
owners would not have their ships repaired at Memel, as was 
often the case at present. If anv one said that the lowness of 
wajfces abroad gave the foreign shipowner an advantage w^ich 
could not be aconired in England, he denied the foct, because 
our workmen fully made up for their higher wages by the 
greater quantity of work which they performed in the same 
time. In thus coming forward to advocate the repeal of the 
diities, he was not consulting his own pecuniary interests as a 
shipowner, because the eflTccl of their removal would be the 
depreciation of existing shipping property to the extent of 80 

f)er tent. Therefore, the shij>owner<? generally did not agitate 
QT the repeal of the duties ; and a land jfrew timber as well as 
corn, the landowners were not in fiivour of the removal of the 
duties fnim foreign timber. It was to the people, therefore, 
that he lo.>ked for efforts to abolish the injurious tax — a tax 
which prevented the increase of work for sailmakers, anchor 
and chain makers, ropers, carpenters, and various classes 
of his industrious fellow-countrymen. If the resolution 
ipoved by Mr. Brockett were carried into effect, then, 
wherever the foreigner displayed his flag and showed his 
nose (laughter), the British shipowner would be present with 
as cheap a ship, and our trade would be greatljr extended. But 
ijow, with a ship 30 per cent, cheaper, and with his ability to 
take lower freights, the foreigner had an undue and mis. 
obievous advantage over the British shipowner. — Mr* Siraker, 
who was oflen interrupted during his speech, now sat down, 
and 

Ap Operative remarked, that if the duty were removed* foom 
tiinber, it would be laid, ver\' likely, on the backs ot the people. 

Mr. Straker: There would be no necessity— the revenue 
would be increased, not diminished, by the raeasura. 

The Operative : That's a query,and we all know that when a 
tax of nineteen millions was taken off property H wa« laid on 
the necessaries of life. (Cries of *• Hear, hear.^ 

The motion having been put to the meeting, jnr9 and ooa, 
the Mayor said that he could not decide whether it was won or 
lo.st: he must request a second show of hands. In this show, 
an operative— an iron-founder, we believe — ^was holding up- bis 
hand.in favour of the motion, when his neighbours roused bis 
ire by telling him that he surely did not know what he was 
doing. ** Din't aw knaw T he exclaimed : •• de ye think aw's a 
fyulel Aw'shaddun up my hand for better trade and mair 
wages." Hi« brethren told him that the working men were 
already over-tasked, and he replied, that he had no.wihh for 
extra-labour— he was a friend to the Eight Hours Bill— -but he 
believed the motion would improve, rather than injure, thecon- 
ditjon of a vast number of workmen, and he would vole tor it— he 
had- no notion of being such a thick and-thin party man as to 
vote against so good a motion. (Cries of " Well ha'e ye ex 
pelled for that !") The Mnyor decided that* the second show of 
hands was against the motion, and that it was lost — a decision 
which elicited several rounds of applause.— Thanks to the 
Mayor were then proposed and voted fey the working men, and 
" Three hearty cheers for Mr. Barras" were given with fgtmt 

? rood-will. Mr. Barras said that he felt much obliged to them 
pr. their kindness, but he must say he wished the result ol the 
meeting hinl been diflfercnt. 



The Gateshead Uniow.— Ou Tuesday, the B«ild- 

ipg Committee presented a Report to the Board, which stated 
tliat no eligible site had yet been offered to them, for a new 
ivor^hou^ Three plans had been sent in, and' a decided 
pielerenre was given to that of Messrs. Hurst ami' MeKht, of 



Doncaster, architects. ** This plan (say tha Cemmitlst) is 
adapted for the reception of casnal vagrants, withoat intet fet i ng 
with the regular inmates of the honsci It ^s also nrovjded with 
several small rooms, for the accommodaden of^ aged or sick 
married people— suitable work-rooms for the able bodied— fo«r 
large yards, perfectly distinct from each other— -and the raae- 
ter's house commanding a view of the wholes On one side ef 
the entrance is the relieving office, and on the ether a porter's 
lodge, between which and the front of the builditig h another 
large yard, which, with those already enumerated, not only 
afibrds ample airing ground^ but^ also the means for that de- 
gree of classification which all Unions are. by the regulations 
of the Poor Law Comaiissioaers, eompeUed In ado|)l^aQd which 
muse, in, the opinion of your Committee, ii^ imficinvsl^eainid 
intaexeoution, prove highly benefici&l lo the moiBl iBi|»rana- 
meat of; ohildrsn who may be placed under the eare ef- the 
GuardianB, and very much laereaee the eemfsrt of tkaa^vl 
and inirm*'* The expense^ including land^ the Cevndlee 
estimate at £2,800^ of whkh ettch panflh m the i^oio* woidd 
have to,oontribuse as foBoMs."*^ 
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the opinion- of the Committee, 
could' neither of them be adapted for the purposes of a IJmen 
workhottse. Their value is estimated at £2,199, so thair a 
small additional sura to the proceeds of their sale would pr«. 
vide a new workhouse. The saving eflected by consetidating 
the workhouse establishments is calcniaied at £288 l^. p«r 
annum; and the Committee conclude their Report wiihtbeee 
words : — ^"Many very important arguments, in additieo to the 
fhcts they have'stated^ night be urged in fitvoar of theereetibn 
of a new workhouse, but having, they hepey cleariy-showathat 
it would lessen the expenditure— cause more work t>be pro- 
dnced — ^promote t^ moral improvement of the chil d r e n a nd 
increase the comfort of the aged' and infirm, they urgently 
recommeod-Aat proper steps be taken to oneunB tii» completion 
of a new workhouse for this Union, i» the course of theensvitag 
suQimer.'* 



OPPUNIN O' GYETSHID CHOECH, 
U;R. BjDIllOR OV X' OiySA.'WVR, 



S^tir-Aw think iie deon variy. badly to publish th» dia- 
grease o' wor Borre i yor paper ovlaat SethWM(f. Aw. nrtaaly 
was graetly disapomted to i«ediUt fortnr-flve puml wa^airl. the 
held plaice cud rasebiv a Kollectiottv woen th^ had beon atiaw 
the trubble ov bringin the Loud Bisbup to opfmn- the.Chorcfa. 
Aw thowt a deel o' shear for bus Chonch fowk. A.w stud ahoet 
to see the fowk gan in, an ass ooed five that sada gean Twonti 
pund a peeoe, an a set them doon;for that; an then: aw thowt 
theres mistrisses and misses— >an thene'a miMurs without end, 
wi there five pnnds, an their sovnoa i' heep^. Wey^ what elae 
oud aw think f Sek ilne goana and' sharla. aad aek mndeiif I 
amaist niver saw afore at the pleace. And when awd reokoiid 
up «iMU> KoUeotaon, aw mead twehundflsdi pund; an that was 
the leest i' maw mind. Aw wad laid oaof wager it cud not bfl«i 

lessi Jack S gans to the-Methodista Chapil, an he lafid 

at me: and Geardy J sayd^ ** O, ye poor ni«geffiy 

fowks Oinna naw ouOaboot givin. Jusbluk at wor poor Metho. 
dusses. We had thir^-ven pund fme a few poor foaks ; the 

same day !" An then Bill w gaaa to the disaenters 

I^eaeej and he seasd me.— ^ Wey (says he) man, what haa ye 
aw been abootf A lew o bus can. meat together in a neet, an 
rase a hundred pund or tn«» to i>ay for wor chapels iq a. tmink. 
ling. But ahl tell* the what it is. Ye hevent. the wark o* yor 
religion i yor beael% as ye.sud have, or elae, am searyo wad 
deon better. Y6ve4liigreuad yer Bishop, ajid veve disgncaaod 
yor sels, aw's shure. He wad think ye war owtber vacra.peor, 
or varm fond o keepin yor mony to buy silk gowns ai» gaudv 
sharis. Yell hev little chanoeov. gettia him again to preach 
for ve. Aw went (sis be) at neet, to beer Mr. Wullamson 
preeoh, but be-quite put maw pipeoot lie said something 
aijoot succession, an the difficulty ov bus dissenters gettinspto 
Heaven) that aw did not just underatand, as it was not ^at 
am accustomed to read i' my Bible. Aw think- hes gettin 
something new abooti the- suecessiottiskene^ for aw Mwer. red 
ony thingaboot it-i' theByjjak. TJia dootriaty^ balierei aadithe 
pra^tis o verlife^ i» the haal. suacaBsifiA «w- can. find. thiK. 
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Thou knaws thysel (sis he), that without faith its impossible to 
please God; and without bolioess, no man shall see the Lord. 
Teak there rich leaving frae them, and then see what succes. 
sion wad de for them." Now, Sur, aul this is a puzzler to me, 
and it was aul browt out by wor poor KoUecUon! and when aw 
lee how the Methodus and Dissenters can raise ther monev 
cyerr week, aw begin to think wor Church foke is owt but re*- 
lip&lj generous, an awm feared iu for want of thinking reli. 
gion ony particular gud thing. Sor, youll excuse 
Gyuss Pit, Jan. 26. A Pitm ak. 



St, Mary's Church, Oateshrad. — On Sunday 
.morning (Jan.20) the church of St Mary, in this borough, which 
(for several months) has been closed, for the purpose of needful 
repairs, was re-opened for divine worship. The attendance on 
the occasion was very large, including the greater part of the 
principal inhabitants of the town, and many persons who are 
not of the communion of the EsUblished Church. The 
prayers and lessons were read by the Rev. J.Collinson, and the 
sermon was preached by the Lord Bishop ot Durham, Dr. 
Maltby, who took for "his text Psalm cxxii. 1 .— « I was 
glad when they said unto me, let us go into the house of 
the Lord." These words (said his Lordship) were probably 
called forth by some peculiar occasion — it might be after the 
services of the house of the Lord had been for a time inter- 
mitted. They were, therefore, particularly appropriate to the 
present occasion, when his hearers were assembled in an edifice 
wherein they had been accustomed to offer up prayer and 
praise, but from which they had for a considerable time been 
necessarily excluded. By the lapse of years, and apparently 
through some original imperfection in laying the foundations 
of the building, it had been threatened with entire destruction. 
It was therefore imperative that repairs and alterations of con> 
siderable extent should be undertaken. The expense had been 
great — ^much greater than had been anticipated, and consider. 
ablT beyond what had yet been subscribecl. Hence the double 
callof a subscription and public collection. He congratulated the 
congregation on the re-opening of the church, and their resto- 
ration to the enjoyment of their wonted services on the Lord's 
day ; and he entreated their co-operation in aid of a work so 
wisely, piously, and liberally commenced and continued. For 
both these purposes— both for congratulation and exhortation — 
his text was most appropriate; for if their re-assembling was 
an occasion of thanksgiving, their joy should furnish a motive 
to provide the means of defraying the cost of those alterations 
which had rendered the edifice once more suitable for its in- 
tended purposes. His Lordship proceeeded to enforce the duty 
and imiM>rtance of public worship, and to speak'of the great 
value of the institution of a day or rest This, to the sons of 
toil, who formed by far the largest portion of the community, 
was an unspeakable blessing. As a day of comfortable recre 
ation, it was most valuable; but on the Sabbath, those remem- 
brances of the God who made us, and of that Saviour who re- 
deemed us, which should eveiy day be present to the mind, should 
be more especially cheri«bed. The evils which waited upon the 
neglect of a due observance of the Sunday must be obvious to 
alL It was only necessary to mark the conduct and condition 
of families who habitually despised the advantages of a proper 
use of the day of rest, to be aware of the mournful consequences 
which flowed from such a neglect His Lordship, naving 
treated of the value of the Lord's day and of social worship to 
Christians generally, proceeded to touch upon the peculiar ad- 
vantages derivable tnerefrom by that portion of the Church 
Universal which was established in these realms. He would 
call their grateful attention to the parity of doctrine and beauty 
of expression so conspicuous in evefy part of the liturgy of the 
Church of England. Her clergy, too, making due allowance 
for infirmity of judgment in so large number of men, were of 
sound doctrine and precept He did not deny that there were 
eloquent preachers— men migh^ in the Scriptures— out of the 
pale of the Chureh ; but the manner in which the ministers of 
the Establishment were prepared and examined was calculated 
to give confidence in their knowledge of the Scriptures and the 
purity of their doctrine. The constitution of the Chureh— its 

5 revision for preparation, examination, superintendence, and 
iscipline — gave a security and confidence which could not 
exist where the same precautions were not observed. He had 
no wish to institute invidious comparisons — no desire to dimi- 
nish the religious principles or liberty of any body of Chris- 



tians. He wished all denominations to enjoy religious liberty, 
and what he was ready to accord to them, be asseited for h is 
own Church. He asserted it with all those feelings of good- 
will which the blessed Author of our religion taught to his fol- 
lowers; and this good-will he desired to bee manifested by an 
obedience to the precepts of the holy Jesus, and e:>pecially his 
injunction to charity. Yet, while exercising this spirit towards 
other bodies of Christians, he was deeply impressed with the 
conviction, and must be allowed to assert, that the form of 
Chureh Government in the Established Chuix:h approached 
the nearest to the Apostolic model, and so afforded tne surest 
means of imbibing the pure faith of the Go&fiel. In conclu- 
sion, his Lordship addressed himself more pariicularly to the 
wealthier part of the congregation, calling upon them, in the 
name of Him who preached especially to the poor, and through 
whose atoning sacrifice the rich as well as the poor hoped for 
redemption, to be cheerful givers towards the renovation of an 
edifice, in which, by the improvements now made for the ac- 
oommodau'on oi the poorer members of the Church. His 
Lordship's discourse was delivered with manly enei'^y,and was 
listened to with profound attention. At the close, a collection wan 
made, which amounted to £45 Is.; and in the evening, when 
an able sermon was delivered by the Rev. K. H. Williamson, late 
curate of the parish, but now minister of Trinity church, Dar- 
lington, the amount collected was increased to £65 1 Is. Qjd. 
Having now briefiy noticed the re-opening of the church, we 
avail ourselves of the opportunity to give a slight sketch of its 
history, which mav be of interest to many of our readers. It 
was in the year 1060, that Walcher,the then Bishop of Durham, 
was assailed by a ferocious multitude, as he was coming out of 
Gateshead church, and slain. The church of that day, how. 
ever, is said to have stood a little to the eastward of the site of 
the present edifice. The exact date of the erection of the 
existing chureh is unknown, but it is evidently of great anti- 
Quity — and by more than one antiquary it has been supposed 
that the shape and hewing of the stones afford evidence of^their 
having previously formed part of some Roman building. The 
late oaken pews of the church were remarkable for the beautiful 
carvings with which they were ornamented, and most of these 
have been very judiciously Kyanized and replaced in the present 
arrangements. They were constructed in the time of Bishop 
Crewe, about the close of the seventeenth century ; and the 
arms of that prelate, together with those of the Cole, Liddell, 
Tempest, and other neghbouring families, appear amongst the 
carved ornaments. The old tower ot the cnurcb. which was 
a low, plain structure, was taken down in 1740, ana the present 
tower erected; at which time, Martin Huntley, Thomas Jackson, 
Martin Patteson,and Bartholomew Spain were churchwardens. 
At first, it had four fanes, mounted on spires, one at each 
corner ; but the snires being found too weak, they were taken 
down in 1764. Tne bells of the church were purchased by con- 
tribution in 1730; Robeit Coaisworth, Nicoolas Ridley, and 
the Corporation and Trinity House of Newcastle, being the 
principal benefactors. In 1773, they were set in a new frame. 
The maker of the bells was T. Seller, of York. The ** little 
bell" of the chureh had been previously g^ven by the Gateshead 
vestry to Mr. Ellison, in 1701, '^ in lieu of the arrearages on the 
Blue Quarry Springs ;"* and Mr. Ellison gave it to Heworth 
chureh, where it now is. The gallery at the west end of the 
chureh, in which the or^n is placed, was built in 1763. when 
(as appeared bv an inscription in front of the galleiy) Thomas 
Emerson Headlam, Robert Carr, Taylor Ansell, and Benjamin 
Ord, were churchwardens. The present organ, nurehased by 
subscription, was built and erected by Messrs. Wood & Co. of 
Edinburgh, and opened on the 25th of January, 1834. by 
D. S. Hawks, Esq., son of Sir Robert Hawks, whose 
musical talents, it is almost unnecessary to state, are of the 
first order. The beautiful window of stained glass, which, with 
good judgment, has been removed by the present churchward- 
ens from the south to the east window, was presented to the 
parishioners by Joseph Price, Esq.. in 1819. The subject of 
the painting is the Annunciation or the Virgin (to whom the 
church is dedicated); and the coats of arms of the present 
rector, of the present Bishop of Exeter and Dr. Prosser (once 
rectors of Gateshead), of Adam Askew, Esq., Cuthbert Ellison, 
Esq., and Bishop Barrington, of the families of Vane,Bowe8- 
Strethmore, Liddell, Clavering, Lambton, ano Ridley, and of 
the Borough, are represented on a line crossing the window. 
The Anchorage School is situated above the vestry, and it is 
supposed that it derives its name from the circumstance of the 
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Bitbop'B anchorage dues having been received there. We 
have not space to enter more at length into the history of the 
ohurch, or to refer in detail to the rectors to whom it has been 
entrusted. A Mr. Weld, it may be remirked, who was put in 
by the sequestrators in the time of the Commonwealth, appears 
to have given much more satisfaction to the Corporation of 
Newcaiitle than to the people of Gateshead ; the former having 
ordered (as shown by the Common Council Books) the sum of 
£20 to lie given to nim *^ for his good services to the town of 
Newcastle;*' whilst the latter, according to a scarce little tract 
in the possession of a gentleman of this town, complained 
bitterly that for eight years he hal refused, '^against the rules 
of law, religion, and conscience, to indulge the favour of admin- 
istering the sacrament to any of the parish, but to eight women 
and two men, weak and unstable persons, that are sublimed his 
oonverts." The pi-e^ent much respected rector, Mr. Collinson, 
was inducted in 1310; and, after a miniittry of 21 years, was 
presented by a number of his parishioners with a splendid 
candelabrum, as a token of their esteem. The church itself is 
rich in plate^ but not remarkable for monuments. The im- 
provements just completed have been, we understand, made 
entirely under the dn-ections of the churchwardens; and as 
far as we have had experience of them, they seem to be well 
ordered. Their names, viz. ** Joseph Willis, l^homas Cummins, 
Nicholas Andrews, and John Lister,** with that of the rector, 
are inscribed in front of the we^^t gallery. The roof is a firm 
oaken one, and has very properly been preserved in its original 
beauty. The west gallerV has been rebuilt, but it is of the same 
dimensions as before. The gallery to the north, which was 
thonght sufficiently sound to beretained,has been continued over 
the north transept', and thus considerably lengthened. On the 
south, where there was previously no gallerv, a new one has 
been erected. The ante -church— ^a vacant place at the end of 
the ehurch, under the west gallery — was formerly an annoyance 
to the congregation, as affording a sort of theatre for the tricks 
of idle boys during service. It is now partly pewed, and the 
remaining portion' converted into a oaptistry of singular 
elegance. It is lighted by two narrow Gothic windows of 
ground glass, with a stained glass border. The font is of stone, 
and beautifully designed and executed by Mr. Jackson, of Dur- 
ham. It was' presented to Trinity chapel in this borough by 
the Venerable Archdeacon Thorp, and transferred with his per- 
mission to its present position. The arms of the Archdeacon 
and of the See of Durham are admirably cut on the font As 
a work of art, it is indeed most evcellent, and will reward a 
▼isit from those who have a taste for such productions of the 
chisel. The altar-table has received a new cover through the 
liberality of Mrs. Collinson, by whose own hand it has been 
ornamented in needlework. In the centre is a star, enclosing 
the letters ** J. H. S.,** which are repeated in the middle of that 
part of the cover which hangs in front of the table; and at the 
rim of the cloth is the inscription — ** Lift up your hearts — I will 
receive the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the 
Lord."--^ Be thou in the fear of the Lord all the day long." 
The monuments which formerly lay on the ground without the 
rails of the altar, and were covered with a wood floor, have been 
taken up, and are now formed into a fioor within the rails. The 
oldest of these monuments is of date 1651 :~the oldest monu- 
ment in the church is dated 1613. The Ten Commandments 
have been re-gilded, and placed within a finely carved Gothic 
frame, by Mr. Thomas Cummins, who has the engagement for 
painting the church. The mason-work has been executed by 
Mr. Lister; and the builder emj>lijyed is Mr. Forster Walker, 
to whom, we believe, the credit is chiefly due for the masterly 
T in which the alterations of the fabric have been efTected. 



The arrangements for lighting the church with gas, and for 
warming it by means of pipes containing heated water, were 
entmsted to Messrs. Abbot & Co., who have amply justified the 
selection. The lights are so well disposed, that every sitting 
enjoys the benefit of them ; and the inclemency of the weather 
is eflfectually banl<thed by the apparatus for warming the 
atmosphere. The preparations for the repairs and improve- 
ments were commencect on the 6th of May, 1838, and the church 
was re-opened, after the lapse of thirty-seven weeks, on the 
20th inst. The improvements, however, are not yet completed, 
the opening of the church being hastened, that the Bishop of 
Durham, who wiU shortly proceed to Parliament, might preach 
on the occasion. It will be necessary, we understand, to close 
it again for a few weeks, to aflbrd an opportunity of completing 
the changes. We must repeat, in conclusion, that the improve- 



ments are very great, and have been effected with good taste 
and judgment; and the church has been rendered one of the 
neatest and most comfortable places of worship in the North of 
England. Security, too, has been taken, by the constmotioD 
of sufficient drains, and the Kyanizvng of the wood, against the 
insidious operations of that dry rot, which proved so fatal to the 
old wood-work of the edifice. We should not omit to state— 
what we had nearly forgot to add— that 487 additional sittings 
have been acquired, of which, in conseouence of a grant from 
the Society for Enlarging and Building Churches and Chapels, 
344 are to be for ever free and unappropriated. There were 
previously 789 sittines, of which 120 were free; so that at 
present there are 1276 sittings in the church, 464 of which 
are free. [For many of the details towards the close of the 
foregoing notice, we are indebted to the courtesy of Mr. SofUej, 
stone-mason, the sexton of St Mary's.] 



GATESHEAD TOWN COUNCIL. 



ALoaaicBir. 
Abbot, John Attwood, C. 

p Broekett,W.H.p Coat, Joseph 
Hall, Miehaal p Cammuns, T. 
p Pollock, J. . p Davidson, J. 
Vilaon, T. p Davia, R. 

FahFiwim,J. 



p JOHM Babbas, Esq. Mayor. 

cooNCiLLoas. Graham, O. Matohitt, B. 
p Greene, Joshua p Price, Joseph 
p Hymers, Jaa. p Robson, R. 
p Hymers, Wm. p Rowntree. W. 
p Kenmir, W. p Wight, John 
p Lister, John p Wylam, R. 
Those marked p wen pretmfc. 

The Council of Gateshead assembled in the town-hall, Oak- 
wellgate, on Wednesday, February 6, 1839, at noon. 

The Town Clerk, after reading the minutes of the last meet- 
ing, laid upon the table a Report from the Finance Committee. 
It recommended the payment of sundry accounts, and stated 
the balance in the Treasurer's hamls tobe£lll. It also re- 
commended that a Borough Rate of one penny per pound be 
immediately levied, and tnat in future a Quarterly Borough 
Rate of a halfpenny per pound be laid on, in order tnat none of 
the periodical payments may be in arrear. It stated also, that 
Mr. John Bell had applied tor payment for a plan which had 
been ordered by the Barristers who divided the Borough into 
Wards, but who had refused to pay his charge for the same, 
but did not recommend the payment of Mr Bell's claim. The 
Report was received and confirmed, but with the instruction 
that the Town Clerk do procure the plan of the Borough, by 
payment of the difference in dispute between the Barristers and 
Mr. Bell. On the motion of Mr. W. Hymers, seconded by 
Mr. Robert Robson, a Borough Rate of one penny per pound 
was ordered, and made payable on the 27th ^IpriL 

A Report of the Watch Committee was also presented and 
confirmed, on the motion of Mr. Davis, seconded by Mr. 
Pollock. It recommended, amongst other things, a scale of ac- 
knowledgments, for inclosures, cellars, &c.. under the foot- 
paths, made by permission of the Street Act Commissioners, and 
which appeared to be nearly the same as had hitherto been 
collecteo. 

In answer to a question by Mr. Kenmir, the Town Clerk 
stated, that although three several applications on the subject 
of Kelly's Well had been made to the Brandling Railway Com- 
pany, the Company had not sent any answer. The Town Clerk 
also stated, that wUh respect to the Pot-house quay watering, 
place, Mr. Adamson had written on behalf of the NcwcasUe 
and Carlisle Railway Company to say that the work should be 
done ** early in the spring.'' 

Letters from Mr. Rippon, Mr. Lambton, Mr. Liddell, and Mr. 
Phillipps,the Undersecretary of State, were read respecting the 
application for a copy of the 'National Records, to be deposited 
in the Mechanics' Institute. The Honourable Members all ex- 

grossed their readiness to assist the Council, but the Under 
ecretary stated, that Lord John Russell could not comply 
with the request, in consequence of the limited number of 
copies of the Records that were printed. The Town Clerk 
stated, that the Town Clerk of Newcastle had promised to fur- 
nish a copy of the intended Bill, respecting the moorings and 
management of the T vne, as soon as drawn. With respect to 
the Post Office, the Town Clerk had seen Mr, Tilley, the Post 
Office Inspector, on the subject; and on the recommenda- 
tion of Mr. Aid. Wilson, he had obtained a communication in 
writing from Mr. Tilley, which was to the following effisct 
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Lond9n,.1d February, 1839. 

Sir,— In rtply to your letter, I beg to acquaiot you that it i« arranged. 
Hiat one of the letter carriers in the Poet Offioe at Oateabead shall de- 
Hirer the letters at the "Low Fell," and that he shall charge one penov 
eaeh in additioD to the postacge, for the service. 

I am. Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

JOHN TILLBY. 
WiUtov Ken, Maq, (f»ateahea«l. 

Mr. Kell understood Mr. Tilley to say, that th? letters were 

be delivered ID Bcnsbam,and on the U1II9, daily, without any 
charge; an arrangement which Mr. Alderman PoDock said 
had certaijaly not been carried into effect. Mr. Tilley, H seems, 
had also stated, that a numeroysly signed application had been 
made to the Post Master General, for a receiving house on the 
High FelL Mr. Cout inquired, tb.e number of signatures. Mr. 
Kdl said he understood about 40. Mr. Brockett thought it 
strange thAt such a proceeding slyould have bi^en, rai^ig on upon 
the High Fell, and Mr. Alderman Hall be not made acquainted 
with it by the parties. Mr. H* had told Mr. Brockett that he 
knew nothing of it. 

A letter from the Home Secretary respecting the New Table 
of Pees was iread, and the Table was ordered to be printed, and 
the differences between the old and new rates pointed out at the 
next meeting by the Tow^n plerk, on the motiji^n of Mf. Rown- 
tree secpnded by Mi^ James Hvmers. 

In answer to a question by Mr. Brockett, the Town Clerk 
stated that the answers given by the rate- payers respecting 
Cqcther proceedings on tJiik^ Borough property q[uestioiL, were 
bound up in three volum^^, and preiierved in tr.eTown Clerk's 
allk-e, far thii in^jjcciimi o( auv r.f iljt- in habit tints of the 
Borinjuh. Mr. Brotkett stuttili that it wa-^ nrohublti he should 
havt a ptiitioij rc^pei-iing the Alkali VVorU m Heworth, to 
pre^ienl next mi^'ctlng, tin Mr. i.i. W. Cram had informed him 
siuh a duLijuKiit was in preparation, and woiiM be sent to him. 
Mr. B. ahu sLati d» tliat at the next mcttint; of lYw Council, he 
would submit a iMiiilion to Parlkrmui on iJie subject of the 
Corn Laws, for ine adopiinn f*t tl^t' CounciK Mr. Rowntree 
wiiihcd to knuw the natufe rtl Mr. BrcxkeU's inunded proposi- 
tion rc>pct ting ibc Corn Luws, Mr. nrmkftt thought it was 
not neres,sary to j;iv€ that infoitnalion at present ; every meml^r 
of the Cuuoeil ra)g:bi, if he tlnnight proper, propose a petition, 
and the C»»uj]ril could adopt that which wo,** tkt most in accor- 
dance with llieir opinion*;, Mr. Price smd there Jihould be no 
dela^' in tbe business — ^the sijoncr iL wat dispo^d of the better. 
Mr. Rowntree thought that it was not nocessary to l^ave an 
early meeting — ^tlmt day month ini^htdo. Mr Jaiues Hymers, 
on the contrary, thoujJibt a fori: night's notire surticient He 
move<l an adioiinimenl aec-ordiiiftly to the2(Hli instant, which 
was zsecondtd by Mr» Price, and i iirried. 



The anniv.erftary meeting* of the Cfateshead Dispen- 
sary was held at the Town Hall, on Tue^duy Feb. 4, (Wniani 
Hymen, Usq. in the chair,) whea the following Ftepon H,as rea<l 
by the Secretai7 :— 

The Ommitteeof the 6ateahead XUivenaarr, in presenting their re- 
port of ita transacti(ma for the paat jear, cannot refrain from oallihg at- 
lentton U> the no leas surprising than gratifying fact, that during the 
aeyen yean which bare elapsed since the benevolent dPKivns of the Toun- 

Strs of the institution were first carried into effh^t, the bfessings of roe- 
oal relief bare been extended, through Its affenoy, to 23,333 indiTido- 
als, exolosive of a large number of children that have been vacoinated. 
<£he Committee ofi^r uis intemting evidence of the utility of the Dis- 
li^aary, not only as a plaasing return for the support which it has r»- 
caiTed, but as a powerful pleader in its behalf with a benevolent public. 
The numerous, and, in many cases, long-continued calls upon the 
Dispensary, daring the past year, have much increased its expenditure 



the dispensing of medicine in cases of casualty, the number of which, 
in eonsequenoe, has been much less during the fast twelve months than 
in the previous year ; but the patients regularly admitted by letter, and 
or eourse having the first daim upon the institution, amounted daring 
last year to 1 .638, whilst in 1837 there were only 1,377. The Committae 
an glad lo rqpoori, that the number of vaccinations, since the last anni- 
varaarT, has exceeded that of any previous year :— In 1833, M children 
enly were vaccinated : in 1838. 17A ; in 1834. 136 ; 1835, 189; 1836, 338 ; 
iraf, T8^: whilst last year there were 330, making a total, since the 
eommeneeroent offhe BispenMry of 1,407. 



The contract witii the Board of fruaodiana, for thamadiaU ati ^r.^.^^ 
of the poor of the Qateshea4 Union, e^wii^s on Mm* IM q( Mt^x^ ; u»d 
being decidedly of opinion that the sum agr^d upon between l£ePj»peZ 
sary and the Board is not a remuxjeratTon ad^qu^te to the fxtent of Ine- 
dical aid afforded to the paupers, the Committee strongly recommend 
their successors to endeavour lo n^^otfate with th^ Viuon M an inerMsed 
allowance for the ensuing year. The Committee do not * ntm aia ika 
slightest doubt, that when the case shall be flkidy n^sesenftsd to the 
{ Guardians, that body will, readily apq^uiesce in the raasonabkneaa of an 
J increase of allowance. ^-r ,. irr 

\ The Committee cannot yieVd ap their trust wiihou^ urging the Oovei- 

i nors, and well-wishers generally, of the Dispensary, to exert themselvvi 
I for an mcreaae of its ftinds. The elersy. as well as Wty of Qateahead, 
it IS admitted, have been extremely mindfkd of ita claims ; bat the Oon»- 
mittce reapecCfiUly beg all classes of their townsmen and uei^boujs to 
remember, that the institution could not have been carried on, bad not 
douationa to a considerable amount, been generously bestowed upon it ; 
and that as lopg as the amount of slpnual subscripUons shall fafi short 
of Its expenditure, not only will ito utility be circumscribed, bat Its very 
existence will be in danger. 

Gateshead , February 3, 1830. 
The number of cases admitted during Um year (ii^eludAiff 2;3^ 
casualUes) was 3,926^ of which 1,V48 were reported cur;^ 7^ 
rdiev^, 21 inegular, 5 no better, 9B dead, aod 178 as req^aMuog 
on the books. The treasurer's accountfi showed a balance ia 
favour of the institution of £83 as. lid. A latter f^om 3f r 
Benoett was read, recommending that in order to secure the 1^ 
attendance of children that are vacciualedf a smaH p^v^uafy 
deposit be required of the parents, to be returned when the 
ch ildren are brought back fi>r exaaiijiation. The meeting, c^o. 
vinced of the desirableness of the recomnendatioD, referred the 
letter to the committee. On the several motions of Messiv. 
Kell, Swinburne, Wyhun, Hedley, and Lister, the thanks of 
the meeting were givea to the Medical Officers, the Treasurer, 
Secretary, and Committee, for their efficient services. The 
officers were then ele«.*tcd : they were the same as last yeaf » 
with the exception of the Rev. W. Atkinson, who was electjcd 
Vice-President in the place of the late rector of Gateshead F^^ 
and Messrs. B. .Jt. Prockter, .lanoes Charl/bpn, Wm. Amifw, 
William Kenmir, William Hedley, and .loseph Davie, wbp 
were chosen in the place of those rendered ineligible by th^ 
rules, 'llie thanks of the meeting having beeq. voted to the 
ChairmaA, on the motion of the Ma^or oi Qateshea^, tl^ 
meeting sepanted. 



Mr. Pattinson's Lecture on Electro-Magnedsm, on 

Thursday evening, (Feb. 7,) was well attended, especially by 
mechanics, and the splendid experiments with which it was 
illustrated were all successfuL His closing lecture will be de- 
livered on Thursdav evening next, in the usual place (Freemaols 
long-room in this borough) ; and Mr. Pattinson will oa that 
occasion treat of th4r mot^ powers of Galvanism. 

GATESHEAD SOUP B^ITCHEN, 

THE COMMITTEE of the Soup Kitchen have 
agreed to deliver Soup at one penny a quart, from 1! to 
13 o'clock, on the Monday, Wednesday, and Friday of each 
week, at the Workhouse. Tickets for distribution, w'hich enti- 
tle the bearer to one uuart of soup, at one penny each, may be 
bought at tbe shop of Messrs. Greene ^ Sons, Mr. Bcnj. 
Match iTTj and Mr. John Hopper,. 



FREEMASONRY. 

THE DUKE OF SUSSEX. GHAND MASTER. 
THE EARL OF DURHAM, P.G.M. 

BOROUGH LODGE, No. dl4, GOAT INN, GATESHKAB. 

THE INSTALLATION of the WORSHIPFUL 
MASTER, WARDENS, an4 other OFFICERS of the 
above Lod|$e, will take place on MONDAY, the 18th inst., i^t 
2 o'clock, when the attendance of the Brethren of this and 
the afyoining Province is resp^tfully requested. 

After the Installation, the Brethren will hold their Festival 
in the Lodge Room. 

Dinner on the Table at 4 o'dopk. Tickets, Ss. fl|d. ea^I), to 
be had at th« ^ar of the Inn. 

By order of the W.M., 

W. S. HASWELI,, Socretvy. 
Gatesheaci, February 8th, ia39. 
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The Gateshead Board of Guardians met on 12th Feb. , ' 
and; after disposing of the routine business, ordered, that 
Elizabeth Hall, who had obtained adtnission into the work, 
house with her five children by statements which she has sinve 
acknowledged to be false, be punished as a vagrant and swin- 
dler. The Clerk read the fitllowing observations made br the 
Medical Officer to the Gateshead workhouse :— ^ Separate 
vrards for the sick are a great desideratum in the v^orknouse, 
there being no means of properly separating and dieting the 
sick under the present arranj^ement; whilst infectious diseases 
are likely to spread amongst us inmates, whenever they chance 
to be introduced." Mr. Joseph RnbAon reported, on behalf of 
the Committee appointed to investigate into the state of the 
lunatic paupers belonging to the Union, (hat they had visited 
the Asylums, and were of opinion that nearly all the lunatic 
paupers might with propriety be kept in a properly adiwted and 
classified workhouse. It was also moved by Mr. James liymers, 
seconded by Mr. John Frfccman, and earned by 13 to 5j*« That 
the Building Committee be re appointed, and that they be in- 
structed to apply to the Stewards of the Borough of Gateshead 
for a piece of land suitable for the erection of a new workhouse, 
upon the property belonging to the Borough.** 

Gatpshead Mechanics' Institute. — On Thursday, 
Feb. 14, Mr. Hugh Lee Pattinson concluded his course of seven 
lectures on Electro-Magnetism. The lectures were well at 
tended, and the audiences evinced great interest in the subject, 
and the beautiful and brilliant escperiments with which it was 
illustrated. At the conclusion, Mr. Alderman Pollock proposed 
a vote of thanks to Mr. Pattinson, for his liberality and atten- 
tion to the institution, which was seconded by Mr. KcU, and 
very warmly responded to by the audience. It afibrds us much 
pleasure to announce, that Professor Johnston, of the Univer- 
sity, Durham, has kindly consented to deliver two lectures on 
Organic Chemistry. The ability of the Professor, and the in- 
teresting nature of the subject, will unquestioaably ensure a 
numerous attendance. Th»e lectures, like those of Mr. Pat- 
tinson, will be deliTered gratuitously to the Members of the 
Institute. 

Gateshead Union. — At the meetinfr of the Board 
of Guardians .on the 26tb Feb., after the usual routine busi- 
ness, authority was given to the collector of rates for Gates- 
head, to proceed for the recovery of sums due from defaulters. 
The Clerk read a cireular from the Poor Law Commissioners, 
respecting the desertion of wives and fiunilies br their bus 
bands and parents, showing the mode in which this increasing 
ofience migot be properly and promptly punished ; also a com- 
munication regarding the illegal removal of paupers. 'Hie 
Clerk also stated that he bad received an order from the Poor 
Law Commissioners, issued ** in consequence of the numerous 
irregularities which have taken place in the progress of the 
election of Guardians conducted by Churehwardens and Over- 
seers, and placing the conduct of these elections under the su- 
perintendence of the Clerk to the Board of Guardians." 

SairpiNo OF Newcastle. — ^Tbe following is the 
number of vessels belonging to the Port of Newcastle, with the 
tonnage, &c. >— 

NmDb«ror8hips. Tonnage. Mfu. 

In the yew 1837 .. .. !,!(» .. .. 215,900 .. .. 9,»1 

In the year 1838 .. .. 1.181 .. .. 331,416 .. .. lO^MA 

Increase .... H 15,456 715 

The number of vesseV^ belonging to Liverpool in 1838 was 749, 
and the tonnage I49ff70; showing that Liverpool, a first-class 
port, possesses a less number of ships than is registered at the 
Custom Housejof Newcastle, by 432 ; and less tonnage by 8^345. 
Yet Newcastle rates only as a second-class port 

The Wbatuer. — We have this week been visited 
in the north by a snow-storm. An agricuknral correspondent, 
who dates his letter ''Wednesday, Mareh 6," writes as fol- 
lows:—^ We were going to commence seed-eowing this week, 
but this morning has brought back winter. Yet the season is 
earl/ enough. An early spring is not best for us. It is too 
apt to receive a check. This has been one ol the driest win- 
ters ever reeoUected.** 

OatbsbeadToww Council. — An adjourned meeting 

of this body was held on Wednesday, Feb. 20, (J. Barras,Esq. 
Mayor, in thechairj) and after the transaction of some routine 
business, Mr. Aid. Brockett, pursuant to his notice of motion, 
introduced the question of the Com Laws. He would not (he 



said) make any introductory speech on a kubjecl which mut^t 
be so familiar to the minds of the Council, but would reserve 
himself for a reply, in case any sutemeots were brought for- 
ward against his motion. The' petition which he had prepared 
for the consideration of the Council was as lollows .w. 

To the Honovnble the Canunone of the United Khkgdom of Gnat 

Britain and Ireland, in Pariiameat aseembled. 

The humble Petition of Che Mayor, Aldermen, and Coancfflon of the 

Boroagfa of Gateshead, in the County of Durham, 

Shbweth,— That the intereaU and comfoita of the people ought to be 
the first objects of solicitude with a wise and liberal GoTemnient. 

That laws which tend to enhance the price of food, are impolitle and 
onittst. 

That no distinet eiaee of perwms in the State ought to be sapported 
or protected, to the mamfeetiiuuiy of every other. 

That the hue inoreaaiiw exports of machinery and raw materials, aud 
extensive emigration of Britiah artiaana to the Continent, when viewed 
in connection with a serious ftdUng-off in demand for our goods— eepe- 
eially thoee produetions of oar national industry whleh result pnn- 
oipaUy from maaual laboai^-eaanot ML to impress with alann every 
weUowisher of the British people. 

That such decay in aereral branohea of our national and once un- 
rivaUed manofkctures, is chiefly, if not entirely, cauaed by the bl^ 
price of provlBlons lu this country, and the consequent inabHity of the 
Britiah labourer to compete with the nativea of other countries in whtcli 
bread ia cheap. 

That the preaent systna of Com Laws, therelbre, operalea aa a bonus 
to the foreign, and an iqjury to the Britiah manufacturer— every 
shilUog of duty imposed upon corn in this country being, in reality, a 
tax u]>on labour, from which the foreigner is ttee. 

That it ia a system injurious to the farmer, by autgecting Mm, on the 
one hand, to ruinoua fluotuations in price— to Mghtfol and long contl- 
noed flOla in cases, when the ports are suddenly opened, and themarkela 
glutted— and, on the other, to a fUliog^ff of hisouslomeni, when com 
Is high, and importation prohibited. . , 

Thatan onfettered trade in com would not only be a apur to agrl- 
onltnral enterprise and improvement at home, but would equali»prlcee 
throof^oat Europe. That a rise In prioe on the Continent, wUch would 
inevitably result hmn a jadtdooa attention of the present system, would 
enable the British maaulkotarer to meet hla rivals in all the markets of 
the worid ; and, in ooimection with the heavy efaams of transport to thb 
country, to whioh foreign com would still b« subjected, it would be a 
proteeiMn to the English eoHivator of a mors valuable, because more 
certain kind, than any wbieh he has bltheitoei^oyed. 

That your petitioners are not only opposed to duties on com, but to 
every species of what is eallad '« prMaoting" duty— being persuaded that 
the Briltsb UMmaftwtarer caa requfav no ftifther proteotioQ than would 
be allbrded by a permiaaioii to his workwm to obtain their food fh>m 
the oheaq;>e8t marileC. 

That every obstacle in the way of trade is a eane upon the country-- 
by checking population, retarding the growth of towns, tempting the 
people to acU of violence, and almoatjosBiyiBg sueh of them as demand 
axtensive ehanges ia a Constitution, under which, by a aelflah and inde- 
Ibnsible monopoly, the Legialature can deprive their chlldreu of bread. 

That under these droumatanccs, and entertaining these coneeientJous 
opinions, your petitioners humbly pray your Honoursibls Hcuse tooauae 
immediate investigation to be made into the sul^eet; and ahoald tlie 
statenenta of your petMonera he bomeHnrt by tb»«rideno» whioh it la 
proposed to otior to your Henourabis House, by certain of the most 
eminent manuhcturera of the kiniedom, your petitioners pray that the 
preaent Com Laws may be immediately repealed. 

And your petitioners will erer pray, &d. 
Mr. Wight seconded Mr. Brockett's motion.— Mr Price thought 
that it would be better to pelitfen for the gradual repeal of the 
Com Laws: he would <ilx a duty of 48. for one year, 38. the 
next, then 36., afterwards Is., and in the following year abolish 
the Com Laws entirely/— Mr. WUHam Hymers wished for a 
change, but could not vote for the entire repeal of the Com 
Laws.— Mr. Rowntree thought that a most improj^ ^^^u' 
was raised against the agriculturists on this queeuon. It the 
protecti<m enjoy^ by agriculture for four centuries were taken 
away, distress «#euld fall upon the agricultural interest, and 
the maanftkctoring eommuaitY would suflbr injury as a natural 
ooneequenee. Mr. R. proceeded to quote several statements of 
figures to prove that the manuiacturers were labouring under a 
delusion— that thev were, in ftet, in a ccmdition of great and 
increasing prosperity. To repeal the Cora Laws would en- 
danger that prospenty, and render the people mischievously 



iffdlowing amend- 
ment on Mr. Brockett's' motion :— 

That grain ought to be imported at all tiflMS at such a fixed and per. 
manent duty ae abaU be. equal to the diflbrenoe between the avenge 
coat of ita production, in the com-ezportang countries of EunqM, when 
added to the expenses of transit to this oountry , and the average oost ot 
prodttctitfii to the British Aurmet ; and that a bounty ought to be granted 
on therszpert of flour, equal in amount to the duty imposed upon foreign 
wheat. 
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Mr. Robert Robson Bcconded the amendment.— Mr. James 
Hymert regarded the Com Laws as most unjust and injurious, 
and would support Mr. Brockett's motion. — Mr. Price said that 
Mr. Rowntree's fixed duty woukl beabout 30s. per quarter. He 
was opposed to protecting duties either for the manufacturing 
or agricultural interest. Mr. Rowntree might quote as many 
tables of figures as he likes, but he would never prove that ma- 
nufacturers were benefited by a tax on com. Men seemed to 
think that English skill could overcome any obstacles. It was 
all nonsense. Foreigners were quite as clever as Englishmen. 
It was the Dossession of the metals that gave Englishmen so 
great an advantage, and with this advantage, were it not for 
restrictive laws, they might defy all competition. — Mr. Aid. 
Wilson was op|tosed to monopolies. Interests, bolstered up by 
bounties and duties, never expanded and improved, like tnose 
which were left to themselves. If the com -trade had been left 
to itself, it would have been better both for theagriculturist and 
the manufacturer. He would vole for Mr. Brockett's motion. 
— Mr. Brockett replied to Mr. Rowntree, and showed that all 
his proofs of manufacturing prosperity, were in truth so much 
evidence of the injurious effects or the Corn Laws. Mr. Rown- 
tree had quoted tables of ex]K)rts, to show an incretisefrom year 
to year, but he had neglected to state, that these exports were 
made up, in great part, of the yam. cotton-twist, coal, and iron, 
which the foreigner procured from this country, to enable him to 
compete with our manufacturers. — Mr. Price stated, that cut- 
glass smelling-bottles had been shown to him, manufactured in 
Germany, which were offered in this country at one>half the sum 
paid by him (Mr. Price) to his workmen, for making such 
articles. — Mr. Brockett, to meet the views of Mr. Price as to a 
gradual abolition of the Cora Laws, amended his petition so 
that it ended thus :— ^ Your petitioners pray that the present 
Com Laws may be immediately repealed, or altered as the cir- 
cumstances of the case may require."— The Council decided as 
follows : 

rOK TBR AMXITDICBVT. 

The Worshipfbl the Mayor 

Mr. Alderman Ponoek 

Mr. William Rowntree 

Mr. Robert Robeon 

Mr. John Lister 

Mr. William Kenmir 

Mr. Thomas Cummina 

Mr. William Hymers 

Mr. John Fairbaira 

Mr. Ralph Wylam 

Mr. Edmund Graham 
The amendment being carried, Mr. Rowntree moved that it be 
embodied in a petition, to be presented to the House of Lords 
by the Earl of Durham, and to the House of Commons bv the 
Member of the Borough. Mr. Robert Robson seconded the 
motion, and it was adopted by the Council, which then ad 
jouraed to Wednesday, the a7th of March next— [Mr. Joshua 
f Greene, who was president during the early part of the mect- 
intr, quitted the room before the division.] 

♦ 

THE MURDER OF MILLIE. 
Thp. Assizes, to which the public mind has looked forward 
so anxiously, since the awful and mysterious murder of Joseph 
Millie, in the Newcastle Savings' Bank, on the night of the 
6th ot December, 1838, commenced on Friday, the 1st of March. 
On that day, about one o'clock, Mr. Baron Parke and Mr. 
Ban>n Alderson arrived firom Carlisle by the railway, and hav- 
ing opened their commissions in Newcastle and Northumber- 
land, proceeded to St. Nicholas' church, to attend divine ser- 
vice. At three o'clock, Mr. Baron Parke returned to the Guild- 
hall, in Newcastle, and charged the Grand Jury, whose names 
we here record :— 

John AnDKBSOir, Esq. Foreman. 



AOkmn XT. 
Mr. Aldennan Wilson 
Mr. Alderman Broekett 
Mr. John Wi|(ht 
Mr. James Hyraers 
Mr. Joseph Price 
Mr. Beitfamin Matehitt 
Mr. Robert Davis 
Mr. Joseph Coat 



Mr. Robert Boyd 

Mr. Bei\iamin Bradshaw 

Mr. Geor^ Bomett.jun. 

Mr. William Bolam 

Mr. F. W. Bnlman 

Mr. Oeorge Bardie 

Mr. Thomas Cattoo 

Mr. George Corrie 

Mr. Joseph Orote 

Mr. W. N, Greenwell 
We give so much ot his Lordship's charge as relates to the 
murder of Millie, and the indictment of his fellow -clerk in the 
bank, Archibald Bolam, late of Sedgwick-plaoc, Gateihead, as 
the perpetrator of the deed. His Lordship said .— 



Mr. Benjamin Johnson 

Mr. Joseph Hawks 

Mr. Michael Longridge 

Mr. N. G. Lambert 

Mr. C. LiddeU 

Mr. WiUiam Lee 

Mr. Ralph Naters 

Mr. Beijamin Tbompaon 

Mr. R. Todd 

Mr. J. D. Weatherley. 



GSNTLBiiBii or THB GaAVD JUKT,— I have diraeCed you to be saic- 
moned at a mach earlier period than is usual at aseizes held in this 
place ; and I have done so, on aooountof the serious nature of the daliee 
which Toa have to perform, and particularly with reference to out case, 
which It is necessary should be decided at as early a period as possible, 
in order to afford the prisoner an opporCunitv of oonaideriug whether he 
will sobmit his case to the JuriadioOon of this Court, or have it removed 
to another place. Gentlemen, the ease to which 1 allude is one in whidi 
a person of the name of Bolam is charged with wilful murder— a case 
which has exalted a great deal of interest in this place, and in the neigh- 
bourhood, and indeed, I may say, throughout the wiiole kingdom. It 
wiU be necessary, gentlemea, for you to dismiss from your minds every 
preconceived notion either for or against the prisoner, and apply your- 
selves entirely to the voluminous evidence which will be laid before you, 
with a strict determination to act according to the effect produced by 
that evidence on your minds. The evidence, gentlemen, is circumstan- 
tial ; and upon that it is necessary to observe, that there are cases of 
cireumstanual evidence which may be satisAictory, in a moral point ot 
riew, but which are liable to serious eirors in proof of the &ets, and to 
errors in the inferences to be drawn from the focts. When an hypothesis 
has once been formed in the mind, there is an aptitude to warp the facts 
which may be brought before it, in order to suit that hypothesis. Gen- 
tlemen, you will weigh well the facts in the case, and be satisfied that 
they are distinctly, clearly, and unequivocally proved, before you send 
the prisoner to trial upon this charge. If you have reason to believe that 
there is no doubt of the (bets, and that from these Aiots the prisoner's 
guilt must be inferred, it will be your duty totind a bill ; but if you can 
uifbr that these facts are not capable of proof, or that they do not prove 
bis guilt, you will dismiss the case. Gentlemen,! only know the general 
nature of the case, and I leave you to dedde upon the case as it shall be 
presented before you. There is another person connected with this case — 
a fbmale, who officiated as housekeeper to Bolam, and who is charged 
with being an accessary after the Aict : that is , gentlemen , with coraforti ng, 
relieving, and assisdng the prisoner, after the crime was eommiited. The 
assistance given, genfiemen, does not appear to have been of a natnre 
oalealated to seeore the escape of the prisoner, but merelv to make away 
with some of the evidence against him. If you should be satisfied that 
such was really the case, it will be sufficient to warrant you in sending 
her for trial before a petty jury ; but if yon should be of opinion that the 
circumstances are those of suspicion merely, and not sueh as to conrince 
you that she was acting with a determined purpose, to assist the prisoner 
Bolam, it will be your duty not to find a bill upon this charge. 

The Grand Jury, after disposing of other bills, proceeded on 
Saturday, at noon, to take into their consideration the bill pre- 
ferred against Archibald Bolam ; and in the course of the 
afternoon returned it into Court, endorsed—^ A tnie Bill." No 
indictment was preferred against Mary. Walker. 

It was generally understood that an application would be 
made by tne prisoner's counsel, Messrs. Dundas and Knowles, 
lor the removal of the trial into the county of Northumberland — 
that is, to the Moot Hall, in Newcastle \ but at a consultation 
held subsequently to the return of the bill, it was determined 
to go still further, viz. to move for the postponement of the trial 
to the Summer Assizes ; and notice of this motion was given to 
the counsel for the prosecution, Sir (ii-egory Lewin, Mr. 
Granger, and the Hon, Stuart Wortley, on Sunday night 

The Judges appointed 9 o'clock on Monday morning as the 
time at which they would hear the application ; andlonv: before 
that hour, the people began to gather on the Sandhill. The 
prisoner was brought to the Guildhall, from the gaol of New- 
castle at about half-past 6 o'clock, as a measure of precaution, 
and was lodged in one of the upper rooms of the building, to 
await the opening of the Court When the crowd in the street 
wert permitted to enter, there was a tremendous rush, and the 
hall was instantly crammed full of the lieges^ but owing to the 
excellent arrangements of the local authorities, and the good 
conduct of th^ people, no confusion or disorder ensued. — 
** The Reporters' Gallery," erected for the occasion, and calcu- 
lated to hold upwards of twenty persons, was occupied from 
end to end ; and there were also Reporters in the customary 
seats, and in other parts of the Court A few ladies had ven- 
tured to join in the struggle for plA<^> (u>d succeeded in 
obtaining good accommodation. The number, we dare say, 
would have been much greater, but as it was little known that 
the motion would be for postponement, several of the fair sex 
cunningly— (too cunningly, as the issue proved)— secured seats . 
in the Moot Hall, where they awaited the arrival of Edam to 
take his trial, thus cheating themselves ont of the hearing of 
the only substantial proceedings which were to take place at 
these assizes in connection with the murder. 

Mr. Dundas was the first barrister who made bis appearance 
in Court Mr. Knowles closdy followed, and took his seat with 
hit senior to the right of the judo's chair. The prosecuting 
counsel came next, and took their seats to the left Of the 
other counsel in attendance at the assizes, very few were pre- 
teat— much fewer than we expected to see in Court, when a 
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nice point was to be agreed : but perhaps thej were not gene- 
rally aware of the nature or the motion that was to be made. 
Mr. Swinbnme, of Gateshead, the prisoner's solicitor, sat with 
bis counsel, and was accompanied bv his partner, Mr. Willi<i. 
Mr. J. T. Hoyle, of Mosley-stieet, Newcastle, solicitor for the 
Crown, was with Sir Gregory Lewin and the other barristers 
retained for the prosecntion. Dr. Lynch, the medical adviser 
M the prosecution, was also in court 

At the hour of 9, Mr. Baron Parke and Mr. Baron Aldcrson 
entered the Court, attended by W. B. Proctor, Esq. the She. 
riff, and John Fife, Esq. the Mayor of Newcastle. Mr. Baron 
Parke took the judge's seat, and Mr. Baron Alder&on sat on his 
lefL 

The Judges' Associate said— ^ Bring up Archibald Bolam !'* 
J nd iostanily there was a death -like silence in the crowded 
hall, and eCcry eye was directed to the spot at which it 
was escpected that the prisoner would make his appearance. 
In a few minutes, the accused, dressed in a suit of black clothes, 
was brought into the hall, and slowly ascended the steps lead, 
ing to the bai^— on arriving at which, he bowed low to their 
Lordships, and then stood erect and composed, but with a sub- 
dued aspect Those who had known him before his impnson- 
ment weie struck by his shrunken form and changed appear- 
ance. 

Mr. Dundas was wishful first to make his motion for the 
postponement of the trial, but their Lordships ruled that he 
should in the first place move for the removal of the case into 
the county — which they would grant as a matter of course — 
and then they would continue to sit in the Guildhall to bear 
the arguments for and against the motion for delay, and give 
their decision — leaving the prisoner's counsel, if their Lord- 
ships should determine in favour of the motion, to renew it in 
the County Court, as a matter of form. 

Mr. Dundas then moved for a wnt of habeas ccrpns to re- 
move the prisoner into the county. 

Mr. Baron Parke : That motion is acceded to, as a matter 
of course. 

Mr. Baron Alderson : And now, Mr. Dundas, you may make 
your motion de bene ease. 

The Judges' Associate cro(;sed over from his seat to the pri- 
soner, and said, ** -Having had your trial removed into the 
county of Northumberland, it will be necessary that you should 
enter into recognizances for payment of the extra costs. Are 
you content to be bound ?" 

The prisoner leaned down to Mr. Thompson, the governor oi 
the noi of Newcastle, as if to take his aavice. 

Tne Judges' Associate said that it was a mere matter of 
form, and Bolam then entered into the necessary recognizances, 
and the Associate gave a writ of habeas corpus to Mr. Thomp- 
son. 

Mr. Dundas now rose to move that the trial be postponed 
till the Summer Assizes. U<vmade this motion on tne ground 
that the priM>ner could not at the present assizes have a fair and 
impartial trial. In support of the motion he would for the 
present, content himself with reading an affidavit made by the 
prisoner's solicitor. In an inquiry whose ulterior consequences 
were so awfiil, it was of the last imyportanoe that the trial should 
be fair and impartial : and the affidavit which he was about to 
read would show fully enough that there were sufficient 
grounds for his motion, and for their Lordships to determine 
that the trial of the man now at the bar shoula not proceed. — 
The affidavit which Mr. Dundas read was to the following 
effect I — ^That Mr. Swinburne was present at the inquest held 
upon Joseph Millie, which was attended by crowds of persons 
from day to dav, in a state of great excitement : and when a 
verdict of wUfuf murder was returned apinst Arcnibald Bolam. 
there was a general expression o^ satisfaction, in the form of 
clapping of hands, which did not cease till it was put down by 
the coroner. That the circumstances connected with the 
murder caused great irritation and excitement in Newcastle and 
in the adjoining counties ; and the accounts inserted in the 
papers contributed to produce and keep up the irritation and 
excitement That in the papers published in Newcastle and 
the vicinity, plans and views of^the Savings' Bank, in which the 
murder was committed, were given — some of them representing 
Bolam and the body of MiUie^s they were found in the morn- 
ing of the 7th of December. That in the Newcastle Jownal of 
the I5th of December, a portrait was inserted as the portrait of 
Bolam, and a fac^simUe of his signature was given ; and afler 
reporting the proceedings at the inquest, the Editor added these 
words : — 



Though the result oi the ioquiry fixes gyalt ou an individual who hM 
moved In a reepectable sphere, and has hitherto boroe an unblemished 
oharaetor, NO OTHER CONCLUSION COULD BE DRAWN, IN 
OUR OPINION, FROM THE EVIDENCE ADDUCED. 
Here Mr. Dundas handed the paper to the Judges, saying, 
" Your Lordships will there see the engraved signs and tokens 
of which the affidavit speaks, and the observations of the 
Editor." 

Mr. Baron Alderson : The plans, I see, are merely plain 
representations of the scene of the murder. Where are the ob. 
servations ? I wish to see if there be anything added to coun- 
teract them. 

Mr. Dundas: You will find the observations in the third 
pnxBf my Lord. 

His Lordship turned to the third page — read the conelnsioB 
of the inquest — and laid down the paper. 

Mr. Dundas continued to read tne affidavit, whieh went on 
to the following eflRBct:— That on the 99d inst, the Jomnai 
gave plans and views of the dwelling-house of Bolam, and a 
portrait of his housekeeper, Mary walker; and the Editor 
made use of the following words: — 

Though then eunnowbe Uttk dtmbt that BOLAM HAS STAINED 
HIS HANDS IN THE BLOOD OF MILLIE, AND PERPE- 
TRATED THE FOUL CRIME OF MURDER ON HIS PERSON, 
the absence of all probable motive, and the kindness with which he is 
known to have regarded his vietim, up to the verj period when the 
horrid deed was committed, almoet etaggisr belief. * * It ndgfat laave 
been expected, that when Bolam had had time to reflect upon bis aitaa- 
tlon, immured in prison, and branded by a eoraner's jaxy with the fool 
crime of murder, be would have at onoe made a /«U coi|/essioii qf HIS 
OUILT, and sought to make reparation to the bereaved orphans whom 
HE had C€Ut upon the icorld. This , however , he has not yet done. 
That on the oth of January, there was published in the Journal 
a statement purporting to be evidence given by a person named 
Appleton, in reference to the murder of Joseph MiUie, and a 
passage professing to be an extract from the examination of 
Bolam on the inquest which passage was wA to be found ^ his 
examination as recorded by the coroner. That the alleged 
evidence of Appleton, and the passage purporting to be 
extracted from Bolam* examination, were contrasted and rea- 
soned upon, by the Editor of the Journal, who, among other 
remarks, observed — 

There is, therefore, a contradiction between Bolam's statement and 
that of Appleton, irreeoneilable— [Mr. Dundas paused, and said, he 
auppoaed the Editor meantto say '* vsooncilahla"]— only on the aappo- 
aition that the ** blaok man" put Bolam's hat oo, or that Bolam, havmg 
taken it Anom the peg, replaced it on bis head whilst in a state of insen- 
sibility. 

** Here," said Mr. Dundas, ** we have the paper arguing on the 
evidence." 

Mr. Baron Alderson : How could the Editor know anything 
of the evidence of this Appleton ? Nothing of the kind was 
deposed before the Coroner. 

Mr. Dundas made some reply, which we could not catch, 
and proceeded with the affidavit : — That on the 9th of February 
the Journal said — 

Bolam has a fyeebold estate in Hexhamshire, and some other property 
all of which, we understand, he has conveyed over to his Mends, aa, in 
the event of a conviction, the whole would fall to the Crown. 
That on the 12th of February, the Titne Mercury stated, 
that ** Bolam had expressed a wish to see a magistrate, and 
one would have been sent to him, but his solicitor came in the 
way in the mean time, and nothing more was said about it." 
Also, ** Bohun. h^ the advice of his solicitors, has made an 
assignment or bis property to his relatives." That immedi- 
ately after the appearance of these statements in the Tyiit: 
Mercury f they were reprinted (with other matter in that paper) 
in Uie snape of handbills, which were hawked about the town 
and neighbourhood by the bill-vendors, at the charge of one 
halfpenny each. That among tlie other matter reprinted from 
the S^ne Mercury was this passage .^—^ From inquiries we 
have made in the country, we find a Oroma feeHnif in the mknds 
cf the yeonumry upon this murder." That besides the news- 
) apers' mentioned, the papers generally of Newcastle and the 
county of Durham, from the inquest to the present time, had 
contained almost every week paragraphs concerning the mur- 
der; and placards were exhibited by news))apers announcing 
that they would contain intelligence on the subject, thus keep- 
ing up the excitement, and preventing the same from subsiding. 
That the papers published in Newcastle and the county of 
Durham were the only papers that circulated to any extent in 
Northumberland, there being no paper published in that 
county. I'liat the deponent had conversed with many persons 
in Newcastle and Northumberland on the subject of the mur- 
der,andon the state of the public mind in reference thefeto. 



Digitized by 



Google 



80 



and he believed that a geneial excitement prevailed respecting 
it He believed that a strnng and general prejudice, excite- 
ment, and irritation existed in Newcastle and Northumber- 
land, and among persons likely to serve on juries therein, 
against Archibald Bolam, in reganl to the murder of Joseph 
Millie; and thot the said Archibald Bolam could not, at pre- 
sent, have a fair and impartial trial, either in Newcastle or 
Northumberland. That the statements in the Mercury, as to 
Bolam's assignment of his propertv, and as to his wi<«h to see 
a ma^stnUe, and the intervention of his solicitor, were untrue. 
— This was the end of the affidavit — Mr. Dundas said that be 
«ould oaU the attention of the Court to the fact, that if they 
were to look at the jur^-pand of the county, they would not, he 
believed, find -a single jurynan who resided more than 15 miles 
from Newcastle, 

Bacon Alderson : It is a common practice, I believe, ai the 
Spring Assizes, in Northumberland, to avoid summoning per- 
sons who live at a greater distance. 

Mr. Dvndaa : Yes, and a very considerate practice. 

Baron Alderson : It is, of course, undesirable to bring per- 
ue, at thisc 



sons from a greater distance, at this season of the year, in 
the summer, the jury will come from the more distant parts of 
the county. 

Mr. Dundas said, that he would not occupy the Court with 
any remarks in support of the affidavit. It it did not t«>U it^t 
story to their Lorosnips' hearts and minds, no words of bis 
conid atone for the deAeiency. 

Sir Gregory Lewin said — However ungracious it may ap- 
pear, and however reluctant I may be, I still feel it my duty to 
op|K>6e the motion of .my learned friend ', and I give it ray op- 
position, not as a mere matter of form, but really and substan- 
tivd^, and with a hope — a hope which 1 feel that 1 have a right 
to entertain — that your Loraships will refuse the application. 
I complain, in the first instance, of the time at which we re- 
oeived notice of my learned friend's intention. 

Baron Parke : You could not expect notice, till after the 
Qrand Jury had found a bilL 

Sir Gregory Lewin : We received no notice of the motion till 
the eleventh hour. Yet the counsel' for the prisoner had a 
consultation with his solicitor at Carlisle. 

Mr. Dundas : How do you know that. Sir Gregory f 

Sir Gregory Lewin: I hope my learned friend wiU admit it, 

and not place me under the necessity of procuring an affidavit 

Baron Parke: If you wish, Sir Gregor^, to have time allowed 

you to reply by affidavit to the one which has been read, you 

shall have it, of course. 

Sir Gregory Lewin : I hope, my Lord, that I shall be able to 
do without 
Mr. Dundas : I have no objection to admit — 
Baron Alderson : You had better not, Mr. Dundas. It would 
be setting a bad preoedent Whatever might be imputed after- 
wards, would be assumed to be true, if it were not denied. 

Sir Gregory Lewin resumed : — My learned friend has brought 
before your Lordships, in support of his motion, the mere 
twaddle of an Editor. He has not shown that tlicre is any ex- 
citement aguinst the individual, but only that wliaiever excite- 
ment prevails is against the crime itself. 'I*he ex itcmcnt,too, 
is not like political excitement It is not calculated to operate 
on the fears of a jury, and to lead them not to detfrmine ac 
cording to their convictions, in apprehension of the consequences 
of popular indignation. In fact, it is not, strictly speaking, to 
be called excitement, but merely that natural individual inte- 
rest which persons take in those murderous attacks on human 
life, of which they hear and read. 

Baron Parke : The evidence ought not to have been pub- 
lished. 

Baron Alderson : It was very improper, when life was at 
stake. It went forth to' the world, to be read by persons who 
arc not qualified to discriminate between what is ex parte and 
mere hearsay, and what is evidence. 

Sir (iregory Lewin : 1 do not defend the editorial comments 
on the ease, but only argue that they were directed against the 
murder, not against the man. That the occurrence should have 
made a great sensation, is not to be wondered at; but the ex- 
citement bears no analogy to that which prevailed in the case 
of the Luddites or during the com riots in London. It is ab- 
surd to say that twelve men are not to be found in the county 
of Northumberlaud, who would bring in a fkir and impartial 
verdict in the ca^c under consideration. Such an assertion is 
a gross libel on the county, and is totally unsupported by 



proof. I hold in my hand a letter written -by A|r. Swinburne in 
reply to the Tytte Mercmy, and inserted in that paper. I hope 
that I may read an extract from that letter, without being re- 
quired to bring it before the Court in the form of an affidavit 
Mr. Swinburne says : — 

It wu ■amatied to Bolaro, tbat an application migbt be made to pat 
off the trial Euttie Summer AMizcs„ on the ^und of pr^odioe at this 
time pervading the pablio mind, which application he was told would 
in all probability be tacoessfUI. On the same ground It was suRgeated 
to him, that he might ajiply to have the ferial at York, or some other 
diatant plaoe. The aabieot of asaienlng hia property was also brou^ 
under his notice. All theae saiQgestaons, and others wUeh I might mcii. 
tion, he at once and anbesitatlagly r^ected. Respecting his property, 
his answer to me was, '* If they take my life foi a crime of which I am 
innocent, they may tsJce my property also." 

Now, your Loraships will see from this, that so far back as 
the 12th of February, Mr. Swinburne states that he had 
brought under the prisoner's notice, not only the removal, but 
also the postponement of his trial ; and it surely is not reason- 
able that he should come on Sunday night*— last night — and 
tell us, afler all the expense to which we have gon«?, that he 
intends to appiv for the postponement of hi6 trial until the 
next assizes. [Here Sir Gregory referred to Mead's case, but 
the Judges did not think that it was altogether one in point : 
the resemblance between the two cases was very partial. Sir 
Gregory continued,]— We are now told that the jury are sum- 
moned from the more immediate neitfhbourhood of Newcastle. 
Mr. Swinburne had not to learn that fart yesterday : he knew, 
long ago, that it was the common practii:e to summon juries 
from tiie neighbourhood in the Spring season. I' repeat, that 
there always is, and, I hope, always will be, a strong feeling in 
the public mind, when deeds of blood are perpetrated ; and the 
attacks quoted in the affidavit are only attacks on the crime. 
It cannot be supposed, when an in<|uest is held in a case of mur. 
der, and the coroner's court is a4]oumed from day to day, that 
there will be no excitement ; but in the present instance, there 
has been no overt act on the part of the public, to operate on the 
minds of a juir. Of whomsoever composed, tne jury will 
doubtless have neard of the murder ; but we have no grounds 
for believing that their minds have been so operated upon as to 
preclude them from determining according to the evidence that 
will be brought before them. All that has been shown amounts 
to little more than the twaddle of the newspapers, and the opi. 
nions given by persons on the spot, as to the statements brought 
before them, it is not to be supposed that when a man has 
given an opinion on what he has heard and read, be will not 
change his mind when he has heard both sides, if sufficient 
grounds for the change be presented to him. The iury-panel, 
too. does not wholly consist of persons residing near Newcastle ; 
and the prisoner, having his challenges, may get rid of those 
who dwell in the immediate neighbourhood. We wish for no 
unfair advantage, but we should sooner have had notice of the 
present motion. 

Mr. Dundas : I know my leaned friend too well not to be con- 
vinced that be is actuated oy his zeal for the cause he has taken 
in hand, and not by any feeling against the prisoner: but it 
does appear to me, that ne has used expressions whicti in so 
solemn a matter as the present he ought not to have employed. 
What docs Sir Gregory mean by « the twaddle of an Editor T 
Is a man to be " twadaled" out of his life f If I <were charged 
by an Editor with having imbrued my hands in human blood, 
would that be nothing more than twaddle t Would it not be 
language calculated to prejudice the public mind against me, 
and to militate against my chance of naving a fair trial on a 
charge affecting my life i My learned friend says that the 
attack is on the crime, not the*^ man. Why, did Sir Gregory 
bear the affidavit f Did he hear the extract from the Jowrndl. 
stating that there could be little doubt that Bolam had stained 
his hands in the blood of Millie, and perpetrated the 
foul crime of murder on his person ? Is that directed 
merely against the crime, and not a^nst the indivi- 
dual? It is idle to say, that the feeling in the public 
mind is against the crime, and not against the man. Then 
my learned friend spoke to) our Lordships as if the expense 
were entitled to weight in the consideration of the present 
motion. I hope the day has not come, and that it never will 
come, in whicli human life is to be weighed against gold. I 
don't understand such an argument To tell me of the expense, 
is to tell me of what, in such a case. I cannot comprehend the 
force. Thousands and thousands or gold are but as dust in 
the balance, when weighed against human life. My learned 
friend says, again, ** Why did you not inform us sooner f* I 
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bope, my Lords, it is never too late to come for justice. If we 
come at all— even though it be at the eleventh hour— I trust 
that our plea will be heard. I trust that your Lordships place 
such a value on human life, that you will neither weigh it 
against gold, nor declare it to be too late, when a prayer is 
urged to protect it from being unjustly taken away. Reference 
has been made to certain letters written by Mr. Swinburne. 
Whether he acted the part of a wise or prudent man, in writing 
those letters, is not now the question. He did write them, in 
contradiction of certain statements made by the Press; and the 
fact of the controversy shows that there was excitement in the 
publiv mind on the subject.--{AAi'' Dundas referred to the cose 
of Mead, and proceeded] — ^That case, my Lords, speaks in 
favour of delay, and in the case now under consideration, delay 
will allow the public mind to return to a more dispassionate 
state. Time will bring about a calmer feeling, and the public 
will not be acted upon by the Press, for I trust that what vour 
Lordships say to-aay will stay the hands of those who have 
borne hardly on a fellow-creature, and done all they could to 
bring him to death without a fair trial. Sir Gregory read to your 
Lordships a passage from Mr. Swinburne's letter, to show that the 

Erisonersometimeago was spoken to on the subject of postponing 
is trial, and that he rejected the suggestion, protesting his inno- 
cence. It is true, my Lords, that the prisoner's sense of innocence 
induced him to refuse to entertain the question of delay; but 
when I find that he is not likely to have a fair trial, am I to 
permit him to place his life in jeopardy — am I to sanction his 
being tried, under circumstam-es which preclude him from being 
fairly tried f Or will you, my Lords, sit there to see a man 

C laced in peril from an excited and prejudiced jury f God for- 
id that we should ever see the day in which you, my Lords, 
or any other Judges of the land, will consent to place human 
life in such jeopardy, when, by a few months' delay, a fair trial 
may be had. Forgive me, if I speak too warmly. I plead for 
life. It is an insult, when I show the grievous wrong that has 
been done to the prisoner, to tell me that it is only the twaddle 
of an Editor. It appears to me the nearest thing possible to 
the stab of an assassin's tongue. I'ell us not, my Lords, that 
we come too late. The bill was not found till Saturday night, 
and we came to a decision as early as possible afterwards. — 
That decision was not formed from any doubt of the prisooei-'s 
innocence, but because we were persuaded that he could not, 
at these assizes, have a fair and impartial trial ; and you, my 
Lords, I have the utmost confidence, will not place the pn- 
soneKs life in such jeopardy. (At the close of Mr. Dundas's 
speech the prisoner wept.) 

Baron Parke: I requested my brother Alderson to give me 
his assistance in this case, being anxious to take the benefit of 
his judgment I am unwilling to create a piecedent by my 
decision to-day, because it will be apt to induce other applica- 
tions of the kind : but the present is a case of an extraordinary 
nature, and has led to extraordinary excitement Not onlv 
has the evidence taken by the coroner been published (wbicn 
is an indictable offence), but editorial comments have been 
made, down to the very eve of the assizes. Not longer ago than 
the 12th of February, a statement was published that the 
prisoner wished to see a magistrate, but was prevented by his 
solicitor, which would lead the public to infer tnat he meditated 
a confession ; and in the same paper it was stated, that he had 
made an assignment of his property, which would prompt the 
inference that he was conscious of his guilt These statements 
were contradicted, it is ti'ue, in the paper wherein they were 
made, but Mr. Swinburne's letters are made the subject of 
coikiment and contradiction. In another P&per, observations 
were made — ^which are not to be complained or as expressive of 
a detestation of the crime — for that is natural — but it is as 
serted that there can be little doubt that Bolam had stained his 
hands in the blood of Millie ; and surprise is expressed that he 
has not confessed his guilt, and made reparation to the children 
whom be has bereaved of a father's care. These remarks are 
calculftfed to make a strong and an injurious impression, for 
mftiiy persons imbibe their opinions from newspapers. There 
is, too, another circumstance in favour of delay. At the Spring 
Assizes, it appears, the county jurors are chieBy summoned 
from the immediate neighbouihood of Newcastle ; while in 
summer they will be brought from the more remote districts of 
the county. I think, therefore, taki ng these cireumstances into 
consideration, that the most substantial justice will be done by 
yielding to the application of the prisoner's counsel. Com*- 
plaint has been made of the lateness of the hour at which 
notice of the application was given, but till the Grand Jury 



had found a bill, it was not likely that the prisoner's counael 
would come to any determination. The expense incurred by 
delay, even if it were great, ought not to have any weight; but 
the additional expense will he very trifling. By postponing the 
trial for five months, it is more likely that a calm and dispas- 
sinuate jury will be obtained ; and I hope that in the interval 
the Press will abstain from comments, which are highly rem- 
hensible, and calculated, in a high degree, to defeat the ends of 
justice. 

Baron Alderson : I <^uite concur in my brother Parlce's de> 
cision. The peculiar circumstances of the case justify a devia- 
tion from the general rule, under which it ou^ht to be tried at 
the usual time. There was sure to be a feelmg of strong in 
dignation in the public mind when the crime was committed, 
and I hope that in England there always will, when such 
deeds are perpetrated; but the ver^r knowledge that offences 
of this nature rouse the strongest feelings of the public into 
action, ought to lead to the reflection that it is desirable rather 
to interpose some check on popular feeling, than to endeavour 
to excite it still more violently. If ever the public mind should 
become dull and dead to proper feeling on the commission of 
deeds of blood, it will then be laudable to attempt to stimulate 
it to a more wholesome moral condition. I hope that the 
opinion of the Court will prevent the recurrence of the prac- 
tices which have been reprobated, and that at the next assizes 
there will be nothing to induce a belief that the prisoner will 
not have a fair trial. 

Mr. Thompson was now directed to remove the prisoner, and 
when Bolam turned from the Bench, and proceeded to descend 
the steps, with his face to the people, he was assailed by loud 
yells and groans, mingled with hisses, which led" some 
barristen near us to observe, that in this cireumstance still 
stronger justification of the decision of the Court was furnished 
than in the affidavit of Mr. Swinburne. 

After quitting the Court, the people remained on the Sand- 
hill, to witness the removal of Bolam; and the police were afraid 
to take this step until the crowd dispersed. They therefore 
waited a considerable time, in the hope that popular patience 
would be exhausted. But it was found useless to wait, and the 

Solice, having set their wits to work, hit upon an *< ingenious 
evice." Thev caused a coach to be broug:ht to the door of the 
Guildhall, andhaving enveloped one of their number in a doak, 
from the crown of his head downwards, they led him down the 
stairs into the street— handed him into the vehicle — and he was 
driven off to the gaol in Newcastle, the crowd rushing after him, 
to see him alight, and greeting his ears with vociferous execra- 
tions. Bohim was then brought from his room in the Guild- 
hall, and quickly and quietly conveyed to the Moot Hall — 
where, in the afternoon, he was brought before Baron Alderson, 
and was arraigned. In the morning a question had arisen as 
to whether he ought to be called upon to plead. Mr. Dundas 
seemed anxious that he should not, but their Lordships decided 
that he must. Baron Alderson observing, that until he pleaded, 
it could not be known whether there would be a trial or not^- 
and till that was known, no motion could be entertained for 
the postponemrnt of the trial. In the afternoon, therefore, he 
was arraigned (as we have above stated), and pleaded ** Not 
guilty." Mr. Knowles then moved that tne trial be postponed 
until' the Summer Assizes, and the application was of course 
granted, and the prisoner was removed. 

Subsequently it was discovered that the proceedings had 
been vitiated (or at least rendered questionable) by the cireum- 
stance of a town-councillor of Newcastle having been one of 
the Grand Jury, viz., Mr. Anderson, the foreman. And on 
Tuesday, the Grand Jury were obliged once more to take the 
bill into consideration. Mr. Boyd was appointed foreman — *^ a 
true bill" was again returned — ^and the whole matter put on a 
proper footing. 

BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD, 

ELECTION OF AN ASSESSOR FOR THE EAST 

WARD. 

I WILLIAM HENRY BROCKETT, Esauire, 
9 Alderman of the East Ward of the said Borough, do 
hereby give notice, that 1 have appointed Wednesday, the 13th 
day of March instant, at the Justice Room, in the Town Hall, 
in Oakwellgate, in the said Ward, for the Election of an 
Assessor for the said Ward, in the Room and Place of Mr. 
Thomas Revely (who having been elected an AsseshOr for that 
Ward has not accepted the said office within the time and 
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in tbe maDoer preaeribed by the Manicipftl Reform Act), and 
that the Voting will oommenoe at nine of the clock in the 
Morning, and will finally close at four of the clock in the 
Afternoon of the same day; but the presiding officer is 
antborized to dose the Poll at any time berore four o\4ock, if 
one hour shall have elapsed during which no Vote, shall have 
been tendered for anr candidate. 

Each Burgess in the said Ward is entitled to vote by deliver- 
ing to the presiding officers a voting paper containing the 
christian name and surname of the person for whom he votes, 
with his place of abode and description ; such paper being pre- 
viously signed with the name of tlie Burgess voting, and with 
the name of the street, lane, or other place in which the pro- 
perty ior which he appears to be rated on the Burgess Roll is 
situated. But where a Burgess is rated in respect of distinct 
properties in two or more Wards, be is entitled to vote in such 
one of the said Wards, as he shall select or shall have selected, 
hnt not in more than one. 

'rhe person to be elected Assessor mubt be upon tbe Burgess 
Roll, and must have tbe Qualification of a Councillor ; but no 
Burgess is eligible to be elected an Assessor who shall be of the 
Council, or the Town Clerk, or the Treasurer of the Borough. 

GateaLead,8th March, 1838. W. H. BROCKETT. 

BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

WE, tbe andersigned Alderman and Assessor of tbe 
East Ward, in the Borough of Gateshead, havinf? exa- 
mined the voting papers deliver^ at the Election of an As. 
sessor held for tne said Ward, in the room and place of Mr. 
Thomas Revely (who, having been elected an Assessor foi the 
said Ward, did not accent the said office within the time and 
in the manner prescribed by the Municipal Reform Act), on 
the thirteenth day of March, one thousand eight bund re 1 and 
thirty-nine, do hereby declare, that JOHN NlXON, of High, 
street, in the said Borough, thread manufacturer, has been duly 
elected an Assessor of the said Ward^ in tbe room and phi ;e of 
the said Mr. Thomas Revely. — As witness our hands, this tblr- 
taenth day of March, one thousand eight hundred and tltirty- 
nine. W. H. BROCKETT, Alderman. 
WILLIAM JOYCE ,A8sesaor. 
♦ 

Tbe usual meetiDg' of Guardians of tbe Gateshead 
Union took place on Tuesday, March 12, (J. Cowen, Esq., in 
the chair,) when a Report was read from a Committee which 
had been appointed to consider the best means of checking the 
erils arising finom tbe frequent desertion of families by parent<«. 
The Committee thouRht that a general instruction to all Boards 
of Guardians, mutually to assist each other in the deteciion of 
offenders, would matenally assist in checking the evils, and the 
expense also. The Report was adopted, and a copy ordered to 
be transmitted to the Poor Law Commissioners. It having 
been reported that a child from the Heworth workhouse bad 
been sent to service by the Matron, without leave of tbe Board, 
it was ordered that Mrs. Cleghom be instructed that such a 
liberty would not be allowed in future. Contracts for provi. 
sions, &c., for a period of six months, were ordered to be ad- 
vertised for, after a division as to whether the period should be 
three or six months ; and the usual contract for medical at- 
tendance and medicine for the paupers was also ordered to be 
madej^ublic. No answer from the borough-holders to the ap- 
plication for a site on the borough-property for the intended 
workhouse was announced. The meeting at its close, ad- 
journed until the 2l8t inst— [We have been informed that the 
Stewards of the Borough decline callins a special meeting of 
the borongfa-holders upon the subject of the site, and decline 
also answering the letter, for three reasonfr— Ist, that a new 
workhouse is unnecessary ; 2nd, that the Board has no power 
to sell the present one ; and, 3rd, that the panting of a site 
might be a stepping-stone to other innovations upon the bo- 
rough-property. — Ed. G. O.] 

Tbmpe RANGE CoxiCERT.—On Mouday, March 18, tbe 
first of a series of monthly vocal concerts, in connection with the 
Gateshead Total Abstinence Society, was held in the Ellison 
school-room, in this borough, and was well attended by the 
working classes, for whose entertainment these concerts are 
more especially designed, and by several friends who take a 
warm and active interest in their welfare. We rejoice to see 
such a praiseworthy effort made by our Temperance friends, 
to afibrd cheap, innocent, and rational amusement to the peo- 
ple. With respeet to the performances of Monday, they were 



worthy of all commendation, and yielded a good display of talent. 
The several pieces by Bishop, and other eminent composers, 
were sdne in a creditable manner. Tbe performers (we are 
informed) were all nati\*es of this borough; and the audience 
was so much pleased, that four of the pieces were encored. 
The piano- forte accompaniments were played by Mr. Hemy. 

Same day, a l^ue vessel was launched fhna tbe 
building vard of Mr. R. Grav, South Shore, Gateshead, called 
the Northumbrian^ about 450 tons burthen, built for the Rus- 
sian transport-service. 

At tbe monthly meeting' of tbe Gateshead Mechanics* 
Institute, on Wednesday, March 20, seven new members were ad- 
milted. Hugh Lee Pattinson, Esq., was also admitted as an 
honorary member. Mr. Tinniswood, we understand, win at 
the next meeting read a paper on the Border Minstrelsy. 

Education and Religious Instruction in the 
Gateshead Union.— We stated, some months ago, that the 
Poor Law Commissioners, in compliance with the wish of the 
Home Secretary, bad requested from the Clerks of Poor Law 
Uniooii certain Returns, showing the amount of instruction, 
religious and general, provided for the inhabitants. We give a 
copy of the return maae by Mr. Wm. Rowntree, the Clerk of 
the Gateshead Union : — 
THS BSTABLiTHiD OtOf' JSTtfMv WMO^' Wimlm- 

CBUBCH. ktad. ^th. ham. ton. HyiM. Total. 

Chonsbw 8 1111 S 

Cbapeb a — 1 1 ~ 4 

Sittings 2,976 1,900 870 1,000 1,000 7,000 

OTHsa PtACBs or 
woasHip. 
W«de7aa HethodiftCh. 6 9 S 9 9 U 

Sittiofra 1,9M 840 700 460 390 4,344 

New Connexion Metbo> 

distChapeU 6 3 1 S — 11 

Sitthsgs 8,100 000 800 aOO — 9,800 

Primftiv«M«UiodlstCh. 8 8 8 9 — 9 

Sittings 1,000 9t0 490 MO — 8,870 

CoQgMatkmsl Chapds 1 -. — . _ i 

Bltfngs 000 — — — - oao 

Pmbyterian ChapeU.. 1 — 1 — _ s 

SftdngH 000 — 960 - - 060 

Independent Chapels. . . — I — I 8 4 

SIttinn — 980 — 800 870 080 

Cathoiie Chapels.. ... . ^ . j j 

Sittings _ — — ~ 400 400 

MATIONAL 
iOCIITT'S SCHOOLS. 

Sonday Schools 4 8 9 1 1 il 

DavScboole 9 8 8 8 8 14 

Cbtldreo in Sunday 

Schools only 118—86 — _ 107 

In DaySehoole only.. 448 60 147 80 80 001 

Inbolfa 438 858 86 180 190 1,016 

OTRSa SCHOOLS. 

Sunday Schools 14 8 6 3 33 

Day Schools 40 8 8 11 4 71 

Children in Snnday 

Schools only 688 886 880 800 71 1.70i 

In Day Schools only.. 880 76 874 118 10 716 

Inboth 1,180 676 70 838 130 8;M6 

Estimated Population 

in 1838 80,000 7,480 3,0«3 4,806 8,706 34.093 

Supposed pff\qportion of 

persona unable to 

readorwrite Sp.et 86p.ot.* 80p.et. 18p.et. 16p.ct. — 

* I am of opinion, chat ezeloding inlknts, the proportion does not exceed 

16 per cent.— W.R. 
We should observe, that from tbe proximity of Gateshead to 
Newcastle, many of its inhabitants statedly attend religious 
worship in the latter place, and will therefore be excluded from 
the above return. Some there are, no doubt, who come from 
Newcastle to Gateshead, but the number of these will not com- 
pensate for those who regularly go from the latter to the former 
borough. 

The Gatbshbad Union. — ^At the meetiiiff of this 
Board, on Thursday, March 21^ (J. Cowen, Esq., in Uie chair,} 
the several contracts for provisions and clothmg were let as 
follows ^— To Mr. Oliver, clothing : Mr Matchitt, grooeriet; 
Mr. Henderson, beef and mutton; and Mr. Brown,breaaandflour : 
and medical contracts were concluded with Mr. G. S. Dixon, 
for the Gateshead district, including the wiwkhouse^ at £90 
per annum, and with Mr. Callender, for Ryton and Winlaton, 
at £21 per annum. For the Gateshead contract, the Dispen- 
■ary was an unsuooessfiil candidate, the Committee's oflbr being 
60 guineas, (the terms of last year); but there was no compe- 
tition lor Ryton and Winlaton: and for Whickham and 
Heworth no tenders had been reoeired. A lettfr from Mesars. 
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Ralph Wyhun and N. Andiews, Stewards of the Borough, was 
read. It stated that they had received the application for a site 
for the intended Union Workhouse, and had examined the 
plans of the building; — but that they considered that the dis^ 
posal of a building-site upon the Borough Property for tuch a 
ftvvoM, would be prejudicial to the property, which it was in- 
tended to dispose of for building purposes ; but that they would 
nevertheless lay the application of the Board before the 
borough-holders and freemen at their next general meeting. 

PARISH MEETING. 
A MEETING of the Inhabitauts of the Parish of 
xX GATESUEA^D, rated to the Poor Cess, will be held at 
the Vestry of St Mary's Church, on TUESDAY next, the 2nd 
day of April, at one o clock, to nominate Surveyors of the High- 
ways for the ensuing year; or to nominate and elect a certain 
number of inhabitants, to form a Board for the Superintendence 
of the Highways of the said Parish, according to the Act of the 
5 & 6 WUliam IV., cap. SO. 

THOMAS REVELY, \ 
JAMES HYMERS, I Surveyors of the 
JAMES BOTCHERBY, f Highways. 
WILLIAM ANGUS, J 
Gateshead, March 33rd, 1839. 
» 

THE GATESHEAD TOWN COUNCIL. 
irarcA87,1839. 
p Jonir BAmaAB, Bm. Mayor. 
ALoaaMBM. couHCiLLoas. pOrahaiDfE. p Matohitt, B. 
Abbot, John Attwood, C. p Greene. Joshua p Price, Joseph 
p Bn>ekett,W.H. Coat, Joseph p Hymen, Jas. p Robeon, B. 
p Hall, Miohsel p Cammins, T. p Hymers, Wm. p Rowntree. W. 
j» Pollock, J. j» Davidson, J. ;> Kenmir.W. p Wight, John 
p Wilson, T. p Davis, R. p Lister, John p Wylam, R. 

p Fahbaim, J. [Thoee marked p wen present.] 
Thb Council met by adioumment on Wednesday, in the 
town.hall, Oakwellgate. The Town Clerk read the minutes 
of the previous meeting, and then produced a letter from Mr. 
Thomas Revely. who, having been elected an Assessor of the 
East Ward, had failed to qualify in the specified time, and 
now wrote to show cause why he should not be required to pay 
the fine of £6. Mr. R. stated, that he had been elected by the 
sole vote of Mr. William Hymers; and Mr. Hymers, at' pre- 
vions elections in the present municipal year, had voted in the 
Westward. Mr. Revely, therefore, considered that Mr. Hymers, 
having given his vote in the West Ward, must, till the forma- 
tion of another Burgess Roll, confine himself to the elections of 
that ward, although he was enrolled as a burgess of the East 
Ward. Mr. Revdy was of opinion that Mr. Hymers, by first 
voting in the West Ward, had dispossessed himself of all right 
to vote in the East Ward till after the next registration ; and 
that if he (Mr. R.) had, under these circumstances, ventured to 
act as Assessor, he wonld have rendered himself liable to pro- 
ceedings at U^w. 

The Town Clbkk having^ given it as his opinion that the 
validity of Mr. Revel j's election was doubtful, 

Mr. Pollock moved, that the fine be not enforced; and the 
motion was seconded by Mr. Rowntreb, and unanimously 
adopted. 

Tiie Town Clerk read letters,^ acknowledging the receipt, 
by the Earl <»f Durham and Mr. Rippon, M.P., ofthe Council's 
petition on the subject of the Com Laws. Mr. Rippon stated 
Dimself to be in favour of an import dntrof 5s. or 6s., on con- 
dition of its being gradually reduced.— The Town Clerk next 
laid before the Council a copy of a Return which had been 
called for by Mr. Fox Maule :^ 

RsTuav of the Amoukt of Fibs received by the Town Clbbk of the 
Borough in each of the years 1897 and 1838. 

Intfaeyearl^ 9s. 

Inlhevearl888 9a, 

N.B. The feea abov»4nentioned were aeooanled ibr, and paid to the 
Traasoier of the Boroagti on aeooont of the Boroogh Fund. 

Toe salary of the Town Clerk is £80 ^ aonom, paid oat of Che 
BOToogh Fond. William Ebll, Town Clerk, 

The Clbbk to tbx MAOitrBATRt of the Borough states that he is 
unable to make a Retnra of the Fees received by him in each of the 
years 1887 and 1638, m>t havinc kept an aeeoant thereof. 
Thane is no Clbbk of tbb JPbacb of the Borooidi. 
Town fiaU, eateshead, Maioh M, 1839. 

. . JOHN BARRA8, Mayor. 

The Coondl were of opinion that it would be desirable for 
the CMl «f the Magistniteg to keq» an accotmt of his fees ; 



and this opinion was embodied in the form of a resolKtion, on 
the motion of Mr. Jabibs Htmbbs. seconded by Mr. Pbicx. 

The Watch CoMMrrrEE submitted to the Council an as- 
sessment, founded on the following report : — 

To the Wateh Committee of the Borough qf Gatahead. 
The Bbpobt of the SuB-CoMMrrrsB appointed to inquire and 
consider as to the Propriety or Expediency of Eztxxdiiio the 
preeent Limits of the Gateshbad Stbjcet Act. 
We have examined the Poor Rate Books, and fiiid that the l 
rateable value of the property down the Sooth Shore, flrom the i 
limit of the Act, at the east end of Hillgate, to the eastern side ofl «*. 
inelading Meurs. I>avies & Co.'s works at Tyue Main, is now £9,684 ; 
that the property in that district is not likely to be uuoceapied, or to de- 



crease ia vuae, but, on the contrary, there is a ffreat demand tor pro- 

Srty in that <Ustriet, and buildings of a valuable description are very 
Lely to increase, and there is much property which has bean 



recently erected within that district, and which has not yet been bnnuht 
into charge, uarticulariy the station, quay, and staith ot the BrandSg 
Junction Bail way Company, the recent additions to the works of Messrs. 
Abbot & Co., and the large roUin^-mills of Messrs. Hawks & Co.; and 
we have also examined the localities on the western side of the present 
limits of the Aa, from Potticsr-Iane to the river; and although we have 
not ascertained the annual value of the property proposed fo be indndsd 
on that side, we have, alter a careftd review of the oncomstances, nnaal- 
monsly agreed to recommend— 

That the pn^ i^r L>^ii<k hT ihA Gateslsesd istivn Ad Sbonlrlbe^xtfufted 
eastwsr^t, fruiij i^ - - iiuii tt tbe» east end Df HlUmte. doimtbr 
South Minre oltJjjr.- n^er i'jne, Co mid inclndiag Messri. DaTiei ti. Ce/t 
works 111 Tyue Mniu ; theoce aouthwajMl!!^ to aud inclLidiug Mr. George 
Oray'K lii-^une: anti ilicnce wc&iwjuri, b^'I^iiriiJ thu hotitu*^ fhjrti thtntx by 
the sorith shit of ibn Tyui; GIil»» Worku, Alt-mim. AU«rood St Co.'s ^ohp- 
ery,ai<jii lJi« voj-ks Df M««irji. Hau-kv St Cq.^ to die preieiit llmk at vka 
ncith t-nd of OokardlKate^ E&st-cbtLre; snd aJBo that it id uJvfst^TiJe ui 
^xtwid MioeproieDL limStfl of the Act wn.twaril^ ftVTn thic prr-jt^Li; Umji ni 
the wern vnH "A Pouitwr-kisf, by the Qorth taedite of the r<3fti.i^ throujth 
Mr. BIJ ison'i inrciundji^ btuit tbe lOuU) &tifi of Sfd^wick-plncv, and tJiri>e« 
to the weal end uf, and mcludJhjs, CiSF^m^dt-pJof^; tLfnot euttriLrdi, 
b^ind Ciunemufil-plarOj, to lbs ^tooj' FJitt priv^ate csrrin^ road ; tltieiiiw 
OdthvrarclA, bi<tiijurj tb« hou»fl and btiildiERj tin the wi'st side- of ihai 
roadar-''^ r"r'-^---nHr, t" fi'- f!---T:f!'Tn v"-*'j-\ ■^ v'^f^, ^i**'.- u.... .r^j^jf 
Bomulua-terraoe; thence wevEwsrds, to Un south-west comer of Mr, 
Hood's premises, occupied by Mr. Qrimshaw ; thence northwards, across 
the Redheoa^ estate, in a direct line to ttie south-western comer of Bed- 
hengh gardens, and including Bedheus^ house; thence northwards to 
the river Tyne, at the western side of the Newcastle and Cariisle Bail, 
way Company's station at Bedheogb ; and thence eastward, by the 
South Shore of the river Tyna, to the present limit at .the West end of 



Pipewellgate. 
Ineon^ ' 



1 conelttsion, we beg to stats to the Watch Committee, that we re- 
commend the foregoing extension upon the express understanding 
only, that the districts included in such extension shall be li^^tsd 
with gas, and not with oil.— Dated this 22nd of March, 1839. 

JOHW Listbb, 
WlLlIAM HTMBES, 

Ralph Wtlam, 
William Kxniixs, 
B. Matchitt. 
A conversation arose out of this proposed extension of tbe 
jurisdiction of the Street Act, which ended in the adoption of a 
motion, made bj Mr. Rowntebb, and seconded by Mr. 
Jambs Hymbbs, to defer the confirmation of the rate till the 
next meeting, that the Council might consider the change, and 
the parties affected might have an opportunity of expressing 
their sentiments. Mr. Alderman Bbockbtt thought that it 
would be only courteous to the Brandling Junction Railway 
Company, and other parties, that this opportunity should be 
afforded. Mr. Cummins, as one of those afiected by the ex- 
tension, would be glad to see it carried into efifect, and believed 
thai it would give great satisfaction. Mr. Peicb thought that 
it ought to be still more comprehensive. Mr. W. HTMBBttin 
reply to a Councillor, stated that the Gas Company would be 
at the expense of laying the gas pipes for lighting the parU 
proposed to be included. • 

A letter from the Town Clerk's office in Newcastle, on the 
subject of the police-station at the south end of the bridge, was 
referred to the Market Committee; and the Council adjourned 
to the 10th of April 

St. Mary's Church, Gateshead.— On Wednesday 
and Thursday last, the churchwardens were occupied in letting 
the seats in this now neat and commodious place of worship. 
The principle adopted wash-^' First come, first served ;* and 
early applicants of course procured the best sittings. We 
trust that the services will be well attended, and that tiie 
Rector, Mr. Collinson, will retain the assistance^ of curates 
possesBed of vigorous and popular talents. We are sure that 
that worthy gendeman will not object to pay a few pounds 
extra out of his own income, to secure the services Qf industrious 
and popular curates. 
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^ForHeworth. 



For Winlacen. 



For Wbickham. 



Tbb Gateshead Union. — The followmg gentle- 
men have been elected Guardians of tbe Oatesbead Union : — 

B»w. Matthew Plummmer, \ 

Mr. George Munrnjr, I 

Mr. Edward Bti]man» 

Mr. John Wylam, 

Mr. George Armstrong, 

Mr. John Allen, 

Mr. Joseph Cowen, 

Mr. Joseph Graj, 

Mr. William Cochrane Carr, 

Mr. Henry Sanderson, 

Mr. George BuUf rwell, 

Mr. Stephen Hall, 

Mr. Jonathan M. Pattioson, 

Mr. John Meek. 

Mr. Cathbert hockey, 

Mr. Wm. George Hawdon For Bjton. 

Mr. Joseph Layoock For Stella. 

Mr. Thomas G. Hall For Ryton Woodside. 

Mr. Robert Wood For Chopwrll. 

Mr. William Anderson For Cruwcrook. 

in the parish of Gate;ibead, where there was a contest, the 
result was as hereunder given : — 

BLKCFKO. VoteB. 

Mr. James Hymers, Ellisoivstreet 336 

Mr. Joseph Robson, Baekfleld House 329 

Mr. Samuel HiUaby, Woodbine Terrace 3SS 

Mr. Bobert Eobaon. Low FeU asi 

Mr. W. H. Broekrtt, King Jamea's^reet 313 

Mr. John Freeman, Higbjstreet Siie 

Mr. Joshua Greene, High-street 291 

Mr. Joshua Wataon, Bensham S74 

Mr. Charles Bippon, Bridge-.street 997 

Mr. George Gieene, Windmill Hills 997 

NOT BUtCTKn. 

Mr. William Joyee, High-strv*t 990 

Mr. Thomas Cummins, High-streoC 817 

Mr. Gconse Soweiby, Bhipcots , 919 

Mr. Henry Harrison, High-sirret 188 

Mr. W. L. Harle, Weat^treet 196 

Mr. John Wakefield, High stretrt 156 

Mr. William Hedley, Church-street IM 

Mr. Nicholas Andrews, Low Bensham 145 

Mr. John Potts, Windmill Hills 199 

Mr. A. R. Bowes, Bridge-.street 139 

Mr. James Scott, Bridge-street 113 

Mr. Peter James Main, Higb.street 103 

Mr. Stephen Fonter. Melbourne-street 97 

Mr. Jonathan Hobson, High-street 85 

Mr. Thomas Atkinson, Bridge-stieet 83 

Mr. R.K. Wilson, Hish street 48 

Mr WiUiam Cowan, Banv«lose 14 

Oft Wednesday, March 20, Mary Duncan, of Lister's- 
eniry, High street, Gateshead, a married woman, a^ed about 
40 years, went into tbe hou>c of Mr. Freeman, of the f irey 
Horse, and drank a glass of ale; after which, she mixed some 
white powder in a glass of water, and drank the mixture. On 
returning home, she became ill, and at one o'cloisk on Thursdnv 
morning expired. Her body was opened, and the presence lii 
arsenic detected ; and on Monday, an inauest was held before 
Michael Hall. Esq., and a verdict returned to the effect that she 
bad destroyea herself in a fit of temporary insanity. 

The Gateshead Ag^ed Female Society made up their 
aunual accounts in March. Donations and subscriptions have 
been received to tbe amount of £13 5«. 6d. Many a^ed fe- 
males have been relieved monthly, and we recommena this use- 
ful charity to the notice of the public. Miss Coulthard, we 
understand, is secretary, and the lady of our worthy rtvfor 
takes great interest in tbe society. Either of these ladies, we 
doubt not, will be very happy to receive contributions. 

The re-election uf the churchwardens of St, Mary's, 
Gateshead, (some of them for the fourth year,) by tbe ** four 
and twenty" of tbe parish, has, we understand, extremely as- 
tonished, and not a little disgusted many of the inhabitants ; 
and in the absence of good and sufficient reasons for so unpre- 
cedented a proceeding, we are not surprised that it should 
have done so. We have heard it stated that the finan- 
cial difficulties — the great excess of expenditure over the re- 
ceipts of the " wardens^ — has obtained them this continued con 
fidencc of the Ancient Vestry. Others will have it, that as the 
hooks and documents, in the vestry closets, are calculated to 
throw light upon the borough-property question, it would be 
improper to entrust them to other "wardetuhip'' than that of 
borough-holder churchwardens. A wag assures us. that 
neither of these conjectures is correct— but that the panshion- 
ers, having been generally so contented with the pew4etttng 



impartiality of the wardens, would have been extremely of- 
fended bad the ** fbur-and-twenty" not '^thmst" the hunoor of 
re-election upon them, for the fourth time. We leave the 
* fourand-twenty** to settle this knotty point with the poblic, 
of whom they are the irretpontible representatives. 

Parish of Gateshead. — On Easter Tuesday, tbe 
** fourand-twenty" met in the vestry -room of St. Mary's 
Church, to appoint churchwardens and overseers ; when Messrs. 
Joseph Willis, Thomas Cummins, Nicholas Andrews, and 
John Lister, were re-appointed to the office of church waraens ; 
and the following gentlemen were nominated as overseers of the 
poor, subject to tbe approval of the magistrates, viz., Messnt. 
William Falkous, P. J. Main, James Smith, and Walker Swan. 
At one o'clock, there was a meeting of the rated inhabitants in 
the vestry (the Rev. tbe Rector in the chair), '^ to nominate 
survevors of the highways for the ensuing year ; or to nominate 
and elect a certain number of the inhabitants, to form a beard 
for the superinten .fence of the highwavs of the said parish, 
according to the Act ft and 6 William iV., cap. fiO." Mr. J as. 
Hymers (one of the surveyors in the past year) proposed that a 
board of thirteen be elected; and Mr. Revely (also a survevor) 
seconded the motion. Mr. R. thou|rht that a board would be 
more efficient than surveyors appointed as at present; and, 
besides, they would have the power of retaining the services of 
a paid collector; while at present, the sun'eyors had to discharge 
themselves the onerous duty of collecting the rates, which was 
a great hardship. Mr. Willis said that there was a bill before 
Parliament to transfer the duties of sur\-eyors to the boards of 
guardians; and several gentlemen, who were favourable to tbe 
principle of a board, expressed their opinion that it would be 
unadvisable to make any chanee, till the fate of the bill alluded 
to was decided. Mr. William Hymers stated, that it was in the 
power of the vestry to make an allowance for the remuneration 
of a collector of the rates. Mr. Willis < onfirmed this statement ; 
and Mr. W. Hymers (afler the subiect had been further dis- 
cussed) moved, as an amendment toat surveyors be appointed 
as before, with an allowance of £10 for tbe collection of the 
rates. 7*bis amendment having been seconded, it was put to 
the meeting, and carried by a considerable majority. Seven 
gentlemen were then proposed for tbe office of surveyor, and 
the following elected : — Messrs. T. Revely, Joseph Tout, Wil- 
liaro Joyce, and William Kenmir. 

The Gateshead and Tync Sjbippino Company. — 
A fine vessel, of 600 tons burden, fit for th« India trade, and 
called the Walker, (in compliment to William Walker, Esq., 
the founder of the company.) has been launched for the com- 
pany, from the building-yard of Messrs. Jolly &. Turnbull, at 
Ofterton Haugb, on tbe Wear :— and the ^cto, of 600 tons, 
another of the " Gateshead & Tyne" vessels, hRs sailed this 
week, from the Tyne, for Quebec. 

Institution for Training Female Servants.^- 
Tbe sixth anniversary of this society was held on Hiursday, 
April II, at the house. Windmill hills^and was numerously and 
respectably attended : tbe Rev. J. Colli nson. Rector of Gates- 
head, in the chair. The report and statement of the accounts 
were read, and were very satisfactory to the subscribers ; and 
the following ladies and gentlemen were chosen as a com- 
mittee:— 

Mrs. Abbot, Mrs. Akenbead, Mrs. Bams, Miss Bams, Miss Bur. 
nett, Mrs. Clapbain, Mrs. J. Finlay, Mrs. FeaUientone, Mrs. T. 
Glftholm, Mrs. R. H. Ha«gie, Mrs. KeU, Mn. Pyper, Miss Shortridge , 
Mrs. Cooltfaard, and Mrs. J. GrMn«. 

Mr. G. Aii«r, Mr. G. Banras. Mr. Cbariton, Mr. J. Fenwiek, Mr. J. 
Finlay, Mr. B. B. Baggie, anl thd Rev. B. Murray. 
The annual sale of fancy work and confectionery went off well. 
The procenls amountecl to upwards of £14. Great credit is 
due to the matron, Mrs. Preston, for the manner in which the 
tables were arranged. The object of this institution is to pro- 
vide a more efficient class of domestic servants, by eariy ini- 
tiating youn^ girls in the best mode of performing the various 
labours required in a household. The inefficiency of servants, 
so much complained of, may be generally traced to the neglect 
of this early discipline, and this institution, therefore, is cucu- 
lated to be of ^reat utility. The ^irls are also trained to habits 
of order and mdustiy, and subjected to religious and moral 
discipline. The institution has now been in operation for six 
years, during which time between thirty and forty giris have 
been placed in respectable situations, most of whom are doing 
well, and giving satisfaction to their employers, who have home 
their testimony to the good efllected. It is hoped that an esta- 
blishment so desirable will meet with the eontinned and in- 
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onttmgwa^^M, ^ th* puUM.— TIm fbHowiay have 
Mnml 8nb<criber» offti. Meh to the institutioii >-Mrf. H. L. 
PMtmMb, Bin. W. L. Harie, Mn. Froad, Miss Scott, Mr. A. 
OtcJi and Mr. Lowthin, BIr. Geofge Hvntcr, Psulier» iQi.' 

THE GATESHEAD TOWN COUNCIL. 

p JOHH Babsas, Bm. Matot. 

A^iMiair. couifcXLt.o«ft. crnbuo^B. pUtkMtt,'B. 

AMot^JoItt Attfrood,G. j»6i«eiie,JiM]MUijiFriM»jM«|ik 

^ BK09lu%W,n. p €001, Joseph p H jiacn, Jm. Bobmn, B. 

«i-.. ••._.-_.. -^ oln«,T. Hymei-t, WOL p Rowntree. W. 

pKeumh-.W. Wight, John 

p Lfsto*, John j9 Wylam, B. 

dp f slrtMdrn, J . [Thow mariced p were present] 
ounctl of this Borongb met by arljournmeot on 
WadBosda^, the I0th of April, uhieBy Cor the purpose of taking 
' n the proposed extension of the jorisdiction of 



>HttU,HiebaeL pCommlns,^ 
p S^oek, J. Pavidson, J . 

p irOson, Xt p DvviSt^R. 



The Town Clbrk having read 



into oonsideration 

the Gateshead Street Act 

the minotes, 

Mr. Rownthbb inqnired tf the Committee were prepared 
with any details, in snpport of their recnmiacndation ; and 
none being ofiercd, Mr. K. said^ that he had made a rough onk 
ettlation, showing the extent of ihe diiitrict proposed to be in- 
dIudMiftbe probable number of new lamoi which would be re- 
quisite, the expense to be incurred, and Uie amount of rate 
whieh would be coYlected. Mr. llowntrje pixwebded to lay his 
statements before the Council, and sbovrcd that the receipts 
frem Ihe newly-included district would not meet the expendi. 
cure incurred by the alterakioa. H would be neocssary (he 
said) to borrow 'money to caiTy the prcnoct hito eSect, and this^ 
he tnought, Would be rery impoltda It would be better to ex- 
tebd'the juiHsdietioa of the Act less widely than was proposed* 
and prooeedU) a 'ftiitb<ir extension when the outsUiits of the 



town hesame more closely occupied with buildingti, and l 

quenCly more prodncdve of the means to meet the expenses olT 
lighling<and walching. 

A oonversation arose as to whether the Gas Company pro- 
pdsei Ift bear the e:;pense, not only of laying the pipes, but 
■Isb otprovfaHn^ pMts and himps. The genend ImpitSBibn 
w«», that they menly firancHed to'lay the pipes. 

Mr. Wowneatem iaid,<tl!at If the Gas Company were wiiliiif 
to bwr the whole exiien «, he vould not say a word a^^uinst the 
CMsaiittee's rueommendatiori, but he believed that tboy ex- 
pwted the boRM?^ to Qnd tl*e posts, lamps, iStc fla would 
theiafoi^ move that the iun^d'oUon of fhe Stmt Act be ndt 
Mtended beyond the WiDHmlll.bilN to11j;Ate. With this ea- 
' n, he wonM mfgne to l 'e Committee's Oiopo*:^ 1 : but to In- 
Romu1us4crr8cew lJiiiott-iotv,Se'l^T7iU:-piacO; Clarcmont- 
j ^Jb; would, he tuonght, be Tery"unad\i(:able at the pre. 
iAmtime. 

Mr. Pbiob seeopdcrl ibe motion. 

Snbdequently. Air. Rowntrbis a^n^eel to append to his mo- 
tion a pravt!«o, that in ease the Gas (Joinmuiv were wMiing to 
hear the eKpenaeoS' the Ump.Qo<-ts, £:c then the Committee's 
reeottraendation i<hould be adoptci. 

Seme Cooncillon w<«>e of opifiioa tlut M**. Rowntnee's eol- 
enlatibn of tiic cost wax too large: apl after tbci'c had been 
ednslderahle ftpoutin^ alxmt I'lo yvi\ i' v> ^^<- >^ ^•'^^' itoaniiuously 
iMedthatit hould horefp"riMru> a couiraiuce lo aacerUin 
with precisfion the expense wbivlv wou^Jl be ircUiVefl, and the 
svin which would be ruivcnl as a s(jt-o«7.* — tliccx^mm'Uceto 
ascertain wiicfhcr the Cob Compaoy tvouM dcimy tbe expense 
•fthelamp*po»>b,fcc.,ap'Ia]>>o whcl'iat* they woiM iaXie tbe 
present lam p-)M6ts in GalC'icad. The following gentlemen 
ware appointed as the ooc>ri*iUee ^— Messrs. Kenmir, Malchitt, 
'llowntice,CU'iafiiinM,npd Pi-^-e. 

Mr. P:rrc« thxw out a .^u^.-fAt^stion, whether it would not be 
W6D, befbiv ppicecMng fui*i<>er, to To *ra a Gas Co-npany in 
Oateshead, ratiier than to »-hinc by l>ortt>\Tod li^ht; biPt some 
ofthe worthy Cot*»tdllor8prc<:'*'itpavipg already burnt their 
tngcrs in a 'peculation of th^ 'Aivi, tbey evinced no inclination 
to repeat tlio |>ain*ul prof^f^^^s, and Ibcii' mo;e fo^lunaie col. 
leaguej mviti/.r^txc" a pi'iulcnt disposilioo to profit mv^is by 
tbeir ndghbours' expeiicnce. Mr. Prioe*s hint therefore fell to 
tile ground. 

Mr. Kbnmce inquired if t*ie Town Clerk had reoeiTed any 
oonmnniuition from tboBran«'H i^JIsil way Compai>y, relative 
to the footpath under the viudrct in Ci-ecco's-ikkl, whi<!h was 
ia such a state as to cauae much inconvenience to the inhahi. 
MMts of the boroit:;h. 

Tke Town Clbbk stated, that he had reoeivvd ao osmara- 
aieation since the last meeting of the Ceycil 



Mr. Rowbtbbs v^retted bdBf nUised to aUBdeto tha Ur- 
therpeoGMlilloesoftheCaBpaiqr. ItwoaldbeiatheneoUac* 
tioa of Aid. PoUoek, thai it was agreed by the Railway Cownit- 
tee, and sanctioned by the Covnei], that theywooMi 



npoa the Brandling Railway Company making the whole af 
West-street 40 feet wide^aocordina to ngreeaeot, previded thef 
so ieraed that street as to make a regular aseeot fhiBi the 
bridge to Mr. Wylam's house, which would have required the 
road to he lowered about 13 inches opposite to EUisoii.irtMeL 
Now, he did think, that after the venr Kbena manner in which 
they had been treated by that Council, it was the Camnaay's 
du^ to have fulfilled their agreements. The Coaaeil had 
alwi^s beea met with smooth words, and fair assaiaaees that 
their requests would be complied with ; and it mast be floeal- 
lected that the consent of tbe Council to their passing thnoMgh 
the town in the mode they had done, was only eoaditiaMd; aid 
if the conditions were not fuUUled, he should Csel it his 4«ty , 
by every possible sneans, to enfiuce them. 

Mr. Kbnmib said he should certainly sappert any .remlntion 
to compel them to laliil their agreements. 

Several other gentlemen expressed similar sentimeatSv aad 
the subject was ultimately referred to the Railway Camaustee. 

The Council will nest sMet on the 8th of May. 



Mr. Greg deUrcted a ledare in hjnmr of total ah* 
Btinenoe frem intoaicatmg liquors, in the Betheada Chapel, 
Gateshead, oa Tuesday -evening, the Mth ApaiL 

On the I9th April, at Mr. Freeman's, in Ostediead, 
two inquests were held before Bf. Hall, Esq. The fhnst was on 
the body of Rosanna Freeke, of Easton^street, aged fear years, 
who was accidentally burnt to death, having set lire to lier 
clothes on Thursday, in the absence of her friends. The 
second inquest was on George Gillender, aced 39, an Inmate of 
Che Gateshead Workhouse, who was Ibuna deiid in bed jester- 
day morning. Verdict, in the first case, ** Acddeotal death :" 
in the seoond« ^ Apoplexy." 

The friends of the Presbytenan Cluin*li, ClatasheMl, 

held a /9o«ree in tbe Turk's iiead Jong 

33, (Freeman's 

occasion). The< 

Moderator of the Northumberiaad Preslnrteiy, in 

le muen aste 



» in tbe Turk's iiead JonfT^RMMB, Newcwtk^ iApffl 
n's long-room, Gateshcaa, being too anaaUior the 
rhe chair was taken by the Rev. A. HeroA, of B^jjfth^ 



with the Chunh of Scotland. (The muen a ate em ed pastor of 
the oongregation, the Rev. Hamilton Mnrrar, wm absent Iran 
indisposition.) £xoellent addresses were didivereil by tiia Bov. 
Chaii-man, and tbe Rev. Mr. Trotter, Bavington, on the Plana, 
taiy System, and the wonden of the kingdcms of Katore^aad 
of Grace. Mr. John Thocbnm sooke on the impm^aaae of 
Ednsatlon, and the benefits of rdigiQiisJaMwlsdge: theJR^ 
P. Morrison, Newcastle, on Christian missions and Uw spread 
of the Gospel; and the Rev. A. B. Douglas, Gateahaaid, on 
union amongst Chrjstians» and love to the brethren. Resoin- 
tions were proposed by the Hevds. the Chaimao» A. £. 
Douglas, and F, Morrison, and Messrs. Rsn^ J. ThsrbarBy and 
J. T. Just The tea was ^eneroosly provided by the ladioa ha- 
longing to the oongregation, whoso jadieioos anaoMOMitSy 
and excellent management, reflected the highest credit upon 
tlicm, and contributed laigely to the great satisfaction fslt tgr 
all the company (wtiich amounted to npwards of 400). The 
music was well conducted by Mr. Moor at the head of his band. 
TIic whole of the proceeds will go to liquidate the expenses in. 



eunod in repairing the chaneT after the damage it received 
from the storm of the 7th of Januaiy. 

The Gateshead Musical Society's Second Concert 
was given in the Ellison achool-reom, in Hich-stnet^ on Tnas. 
day evening, April 93; and Dr. KUiott dbdivered a leetore 
between the twoparts. We wish that we ooold apeak with 
U4>miDglei pealse of the evening's enlertainmsnto; hot oor 
anxiety for the suceess of a Sooietgr which possesses our hiah 
respect, oompds as frankly to sneak oar mind. For hn nadi. 
■ess to comply with the call of the society. Dr. EUiott deserves 
oor osmmenduition— but here our comsMndalion nrast eml. 
His long, totlious, obscure lecture, and his nnlutttnate experi- 
ments, completely marred tbe mghtfscowvueat Conmeneinf 
at half-paiTt 8, the Doctor leetnrod on Popular Amusements, 
•Mechaafes.Chemistry, Optics, Astrsnomy.ThedogT, Acoustics, 
&o. ace., till half.past 10 ! It was a anist iU.)adged proeeedU»g, 
and we hope, fbr the sake of the Society, that it will never he 
repeated. The vocal pcffasnter s smquitted thenssives wtU; 
and Mr. HeBBy^theeoadaoteryaadtfthe best afa bad piano. 
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Ammnbbs of ChEOBotLV V. Hawkb. — ^This ease 
cane before the Rolls' Court oa Thnrsdaj the 18th April, and 
the intMseeding^ were continued by adjournment on Friday4 
llie plaiBtiffii (Ravne and Arthur^ were the assignees of 
Thomas Clegborn, fate of Gateshead, wooUen-draper ; and their 



suit was brouffht under the Insolvi*nt Debtor's Act, claiming a 
partnership with Sir Robert Shalto Hawks, Knight, and praj. 
ing for an account of all the dealings and transactions of the 



partnership, that the affiurs might be woun^ up : ther prayed 
also fer a declaration that £80 a year was a reasonable allow- 
ance to be made to Clcghom as a salary, and if it should ap- 
pear that Cleghorn had pledged any part of his property to the 
defendant for liquidation of demands on the partnership, that 
it might be declared that the defendant obtained them without 
consideration, and that they might be given up. Mr. Pember- 
tam stated, that the defendant took Cleghorn into partnership 
in 1809, giving him a third of the business for £4fia— Clee. 
horn to manage the business, and have a salary. The business 
was conducted and matters went on without any settlement 
until 1833, when an account was made out by Cleghorn, and 
sent to the defendant, charging him with a salary of £80 a-year 
for 00 years. The oefendant kept the account, and never ob- 
jected to it, but objeoied to the amount of the salary. At 
Christmas, 1825, the partnership was dissolved by tne de- 
fendant's retiring from business. Some settlement or some 
memorandum was made, b^ which the defendant allowed the 
salary of £80 s-year, but this memorandum could not now be 
found. Cleghorn had since taken the benefit of the Insolvent 
Debtor's Act, and the plaintiffs, bis assignees, asked for an 
account, which he submitted they were entitled to.-^For Ibe 
defendant, it was contended, that the accounts were settled up 
to the 3Ist of December, 1825, and that the accounts and 
documents were in the hands of Cleghorn or of his family. 
The ledgers and account books had been sold as waste-paper 
by Clcffhom. It was impossible to make out the accounts 
which nad been settled so long since, and wluch were settled 
by a paper left in the hands of Cleghorn, which was not pro- 
ducecL-- — ^Mr. Pemberton replied, and insisted that the plain- 
tiils were entitled to an account— --Lord Langdale saia, the 
plaintifis were entitled to have an account of the winding up of 
the partnership, but the difficulty was, how that account was 
to be based. The plainti€& said, that from 1802 there was no 
settled aeconnt Was he to conjeeture what that document 
was, without knowing if it could be produced or not, and 
witiiout knowing if there was any secondary evidence of its 
' 9 f There must be a reference to the Master to inquire 



on what agreement it was that the partnership should be dis. 
solyed, with liberty to state special circumstances, if the Mas- 
tor should find that the accowint was to be settled on the footing 

of that agreement ^A discussion then ensued between the 

counsel and the eourt, and his lordship finally ordered that the 
reference to the -Master should be whether the statement of the 
account up to December 31 , 1825, was in existence ; and if so, 
the Master was te state where and in whose possession it was; 
and il it could not be found, then the Master was to state the 
eoatents, or the purport and effect of it 

Mr. Kippon, M.P., presented the Gateshead petition 
to the House ot Commons, in fkvour of Mr. Hill's plan of post- 
office reform, on Wednesday night, May 1. We have not beard 
whether the petition to the House of Lords has been presented ; 
but as the Earl of Durham acknowled^ its receipt by return 
of post, his loidship has no doubt laid it before the house. 

Wrekbntoii . — ^About forty of the inhabitants of this 
recently-erected village faftve formed themselves into an asso- 
elation for the protection of person and property, and the sup. 
pression of vagrancy and crime. On Monday, May 6, the 
yearly meeting was held, and the members sat down to a well- 
replenished taole of good old English fare, liberally provided at 
the charge of Mr. Isaac Drummond, in the house of Mr. J. 
Fewster, the Royal Oak. On the removal of the cloth, Mr. 
Dnimmond's health was given from the chair, with an appro- 
propriate expression of thanks. Mr. Emmett's health was also 
drunk—and the ''puddings" were gratefully acknowledged, 
with especial thanks from the old gentlemen, whose teeth (to 
make a new application of rather hackneyed words) were-* 

Uka aogda* vltiti, few and tar between. 
The greatest union and harmony prevailed during the night, 
and the company congratulated themselves on the prospect of 
effectiiig maen good by their association, in a neignbourbood 
whidi has acquired, in some respects, an unenviable notoriety. 
Liberd rowans (says our informant) are to be given, and 



oflfanders prosecuted with the utmost rigour." Let us add a 
hope, that our Wrekenton friends will not r^ merely on their 
''ngour," but that they will try also the efficacy of innocent 
amusements and recreations in extirpating vicious pursuitar- 
Evil thoughts and habits— {says an eloquent modem writer — 
Dr. Chalmers, we bclieve)--give way most effectually and per- 
manently to ** the expulave power of a new affection." 

The Guardians of the Gateshead unioB, at their 

meeting on Tuesday, May 7, received a Return firom their 

Clerk, made in compliance with an order of the Board, at the 

instance of G. H. Ramsay, Esq. The following is a copy :^ 

Ah Accodnt of all Monirs psid to the RsLiBviire Omcaas* 

BkOlSTBARS, COLLBCTOBS OV EUTBS. Wd ASSXST&KT OVBB-. 

SBBas, for the year ending MarehSft, 1839. 

OATKtHBAD. 

JolmP«ti««.....{2-£!S?Of^ ^2 ? S 

£\» 7 

JameeHadsoDfCoIlaeear WOO 

HBWOETH. 

(Bdhring Offieer SO 
IteniCrair. ..••..... 23 I 
AMistiintOvemer SO 
CoUeeloroflCiAei S7 It M 

190 16 01 

wnrLATOV. 

(JUiering Offiov AO 
CoDeetor of Bates 30 3 0| 
BegUtnr 17 It 

^* lOtlA •k 

WHICKHAM. 

viiitMi <i.«*M i Bflliering Ottosr MOO 

Wl!llsmOtwri4..|B,^^ ^^ j^ ^ 

03 10 

ThoBias Brown, Assistant Oveneer 20 3 • 

arroir. 

William Cayley.AisistBnt Oveneer 10 10 0* 

STBtLA. 

Bdward Maitinsoo, Assistant Ovorscer 10 10 

Mr. Joseph Robson gave notice, that at the next meeting of the 
Guardians he would bring this Return under their consideia- 
tion.— The Clerk read a letter from Sir John Walsham, Bart, 
Assistant Commissioner, stating that he was about to proeead 
to London, to confer with the CommissionATon the condition, 
progress, and prospects of the forty Unions nnder his saparia- 
tendance, and would have to report, that only tkree had sftil to 
take decisive measures in regard to the acquisition of iuilieieBt 
workhouse-accommodation — one of which three was Gateshead. 
He had so often induced the Commissioners to defer issoinc 
any order on the subject, by stating that the Guardians haa 
great difficulty in procuring a suitable site, that he hardly 
knew what he could say against such a measure, after reporting 
that the lapse of a year and a half found the Union just where 
it was, in respect to workhouse-accommodation. Under these 
circumstances, setting aside bis official position, and presuming 
only on that good understanding which had ever subsisted be- 
tween bimself and the Guardians, he anxiously recommended 
them to terminate this never-ending chase after a site, by en. 
tering into negociations with the Rev. Mr. Collinson, who, he 
knew, was ready to sell them an eligible piece of ground, at 
such a price as might be fixed by valuers appointed by the 
parties. It was useless to propose purchasing of men tpAo 
woM not telL I'he Guardians, he hoped, would delay no 
longer^ bat proceed forthwith to substitute for their present 
most iQconvenient, and roost uncomfortable, and most ineffi- 
cient workhouse-arrangements, one airy and complete work- 
house. At any rate, they ought to give a specific answer to 
the question, '^'Would they, or would they not, proceed of them- 
selves to the erection of a workhouse t*— The Rev. M. Plum- 
mer thought that Sir John Walsham had no right to send such 
*< dictatorial letters."— Mr. firockett gave notice that at the next 
meeting he would bring this letter before the Board, and also 
the circumstance that the relieving oflicer of Gateshead was 
non-resident 

William Hutt, Esq., M.P., will be invited, by requi- 
sition, to offer himself as a candidate for the representation ot 
Gateshead, at the next election. The requisition was drawn up 
on Thursday, after tho arrival of the Olohe and Swa nsm^ 
papers, with intelligence of the resignation of the Bfelboume 
Ministry; and nearly the whole of the electors, to whom appli- 
cation has yet been made, have attached their signatarss, 
while those who refused expressed (ia genersl) the most fnendlr 
feelings towards Mr. Hutt 
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J. W. WiUianMon, Em., of Whickbani, one of the 
candidates for the lepreflentanon of Gatesbetid at the last elec 
tion, has no intention, we understand, to come forward again, in 
the event of a future vacancy. 

Manufacture of "Caltrofs." — ^A correspondent 
(on whom we can place full reliance) has transmitted to 
us a sketch of a caltrop, recently procured at Winlaton, 
within a few miles of this borough, where that weapon (he 
attnres us) has been *' manufactured in great numbers.*^ Hav- 
ing placed the drawing in the hands of a wood-engraver, he 
has supplied ns with a block from which the following im. 
pression is taken >~ 




Some of our readers will probablrbe ignorant of the intended 
use of this strange-looking tripod, called br our fighting fore- 
fathers a caltrop. We therefore explain, that the caltrop was 
devised for the purpose of being thrown on the g^nnd be- 
fore cavalnr, to oostnict their advance. Each caltrop has four 
legs, or points, and is so contrived as that when it is thrown 
to the earth, it always falls upon three of the legs, while the 
fourth rises perpendicularly in the air ; and when the ground 
is strewn with caUropt, ef course a pavement will be formed of 
not the most eligible kind for cavalry. So think the Win- 
laton Chartists and their counsellors; and, taking a hint 
from the * wisdom of their ancestors." the *• lads" oi the village 
inouestionare manufacturins: "caltrops" against the day of 
" ulterior measures." Had their inventive genius been more 
lively, the Winlaton Tulcans would have given an additional 
lair to the ancient caltrop, that it might have been emblematical 
of these ** Five PohUr of the Charter which it is forged to 
aecnre. 

— 

THE GATESHEAD TOWN COUNCIL. 
j» JOBM BAasAS, Em. Mayor. 
COUMCILLOBS. Oraham, £. Matcbitt, B. 
* " Oreene, Joshua j» Price, Joseph 

p HTinen, Jas. Robson, R. 
p Hymers, Wm. p Rowntree, W. 
p Kenmir, W. p Wight, John 
p lister, John p Wylam, R. 
[Thos* marJced p were presantl 



ALDKMMMH. 

Abbot, John Attwood, C. 

p Brockett,W.R. p Gout, Joseph 
p Hall, Mfehaal p Cummins, T. 
p PoHoek, J. Davidson , J. 

p Wilaoo, T. p Davis, R. 

FairiMim,J. 



Thb Council of this Borough met on Wednesday, May 8. Tne 
Town Clerk reiul the minutes of the last meeting; and also the 
Report of the Committee appointed to inspect the proposed 
extension of the lishting and watching of the borough eastward 
and westward, and to lay before the Council the probable ex. 
penses and income thereof. The Report stated the rateable 
value of the property to be — in the eastern extension, 
£4575 14s.— westward, fmm PipeweUgate to the toll-bar, 
£1224 8s., and westward from the toll-bar to Claremont^plaoe, 
£1531 16s. That 33 lamps, on pillars, or posts, at the cost 
of £128, and 30 on brackeU, costing £84, (total, £212,) would 
be required for the eastern and western extensions, if thcty 
ended at the toll-gate on the hills ; and £56 more, for 14 lamps, 
if extended to Romulus-terrace and Claremont-plaec, That 
the income from the additional assessment would be— for the 
east division, street-cess, £171 lis. 3d., and watch. rate, 
£57 3s. 9d. ; west division, to toll- bar, street-cess, £45 18s., and 
watch-rate, £15 6s.; and the annual expenditure within these 
limiu would be— lighting 62 lamps, at 36s. 8d., £il3 13s. 4d.; 
four watchmen, 24 weeks, £50 8s.; leaving a surplus on the 
net income of £103 15fi. Ud. in the street-cess, and £22 Is. 9d. 
in the watch -rate; and a surplus of £33 4s. lid. street cess, 
and £5 17s. Ud. watch-rate, would aocrue from the further ex- 
tension from the toll-bar to Romulut-terraoe and Clarenaont- 



place. The committee alto repotted, that the Unien Oat Con- 
pany were willing to lay the pipes the whole dittanee, except 
west of the toll-bar. The report recommended that 17 gas 
lamps, at an expense of £56, should be substituted for the 31 
oil-lamps at present used in Oakwellgate-lane, and adjoining 
courts and streets; also that the extension should be made to 
Messrs. Davies and Co.'s pottery eastward, and to the toll-bar, 
and thence to Redheugh, westward; being the limitt within 
which the Gas Company were willing to la^ the pipes. 

In answer to a question, Mr. Rowntree said, he believed nine- 
tenths of the parties in the districts referred to were favourable 
to the extension. The Report was receivMl and confirmed, 
and an assessment on the new limits made— (the one moiety of 
the first half-year's rate not to be levied)— on the motion of Mr. 
Rowntree, seconded by Mr. Cummins. 

Certain orders of the Watch Committee were conflnned| and 
tundry accounts (reported by the Finance Committee) ordered 
to be paid; and a borough -rate of one halfpenny per pound 
(recommended by the Finance Committee) was ordered, and 
made payable on the 24th July next 

The Town Clerk said he had received a copy of a Bill 
respecting Watch Rates from Mr. Baines, M.P.; and he read 
a letter from Mr. Lowthin, resigning the omoe of chief-eomitaUe 
of the borough. 

On the motion of Mr. Cout^ seconded by Mr. Kenmir, ^ 
letter was ordered to be taken into consideration on the 5tb of 
June, when it was understood a successor would be appointed. 

Mr. Wilson hoped that no gentlemen would be nominaled, 
whose consent to serve the offiee had not been previootly ateer- 
tained. — ^A<youmed to the 5th of June 

♦ 

At St Mary's church, in this borough, on Sondaj 
morning. May 12, the Rev. John Wood, M.A., preached in be- 
half of the Newcastle Infirmaiy ; and in the evening, the claimt 
of that institution were advocated hv the Rev. John Tyton. 
The coUectiont amounted to £27 9t. 4M, 

Sprinowbll Oollibry.^— On the CTenine of Tues- 
day, May 14, Mr. Liddell delivered a lecture at the Mount, near 
Wrekenton. At the conclusion of the lecture, Mr. Southern, 
agent at Springwell Colliery, was called to the chair, and re- 
commended to tbe meetinj^ the propriety of adopting measuret 
for promoting education in that place : the eauae was one in 
which he fdt deeply interested, and which he was anxious te 
promote. The meeting was of opinion that a school was not 
only desirable, but might be easily established in the place, 
as the feeling amongst the men at the colliery was strong in 
favour of a Mhool, to be supported by their eontributiont. A 
committee was therefore formed to adopt measures for securing 
that object without dday. When employers and employed co- 
operate in sincerity in endeavouring to promote the education 
of the workmen's children, the best results may be anticipated. 
The working classes will derive great benefits from tbe proper 
education of their children, and the employers will have a re- 
turn for their trouble and expense in the improved conduct 
and increased intelligence of tnose in their employment 

The pupils of the Girls' School, St. Edmund's chapel, 
Gateshead, were examined on Thursday, May 16, in tbe preienee 
of the rector and bis lady, the Rev. Mr. Hayes, and several la- 
dies, and acquitted themselves creditably ; and at the dote of 
the examination, they were entertained with tea and cake. We 
give an abstract of the accounts for the year ending with the 
month of April, 1839 ^— 

maoBiPTs. 
fiyanoe firom last year £2 13 1^ 

BateoripiioDS 18 16 

Donattont 10 

Children's weekly pence 13 6 8 
ReoeiTedrorDeedle-work 6 IS 9| 



Salaries £» 1 3 

Rewards and grataitiea. . 6 9 U 

Bxpenaeafbrtea S 6 S( 

Sundries 9 18 

Balanoeinhaad IS 9 



£43 7 7 £43 7 7 

The Savings' Bank Account shows that in May. 1838, the sum 
of £170 was invcitted, to which must be added £4 17s. lOd. in- 
terest, making £174 17s. lOd. But of this sum, £fiO has been 
paid to tbe churchwardens of St. Mary's, Gateshead, ** to secure 
tree sittings for the .scholars.** — Were the children previously 
unpntvided with church teats, that it wat found necessary to 
take from the school- fund upwards of a year's income, to asrist 
in defraying the expenditure lately incurred by the chureh- 
wardenst 

Mk« PnicB's Patkiit Stbam Boiubk.— -In the April 
number of '* The Londoa Jooroal and Bepertory of Arte, Soieoeaa, aad 
' we fiod a deseriptioa of the painU boUer of oar hivaa- 
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of tkft iBTttrtlon art iiatKd to be, flra^ ae attifoiMat (in mniBiL 
Br7,«iMlloooiBothrecof{iiM>,)ortlMat]Do»t6eotiomy ofbeot, and 



votioD of Um obtra c llon or stoppocio of tbo boQo- flue* \iy tbo 
, .^ . of dost or sooc; tod seeoodly, reodlfr Moeto to ill pono of 
aUtfino boUen, naore jpiorticiiUtfly ihe bottom, and the •4jiutineDt of 
tiMh boDoraao •• to allow mor» room In the veMel for the siowaiie of 
AhL **Tlie Ant of these Ol^eets (taye Mr. Pricb) I obtain by an io^ 
fiVTOd arrangement or eonetnietion of the parte of steam boilers or 

bfi'- ; , Lii.r^ :_, .!^.i-,,. .-^-..^ 4iJ..Lij]ii i[, iti iu urdiiiiiry fOiLityuilJiuni, 
ilrtif* i-t>U|^ a WMler tbiiBQLwr wti tinh *iiJ«* of Uiff tiji^ rorp]{n|tr Hue »iiirt of 
tbe ftirrmc*. IImj Mlrr has Icmj^ c^jljuUHcsl. or gtBl, pr nj)? other 
■hbped flun, ^oMinp amd reLiajsJii^ LbT^uiiliout it \fi [fae d^kmupir— U 
lireltr' cyliTnint*!,^** iLcj *'ie Lot 40 Ukd^ lo callflpwc u oLbcr «hs}ici>— 
tueb dun Win^ hiruifiLiPd irlib dn>o«it chunbcn at neb eoil ot thu 
boQer, or bt tJif part* whi j* iJh> fluia rrlufo ; tli*** cJiftmUn* iKiMg for 
thv panioui fif r«oEJtiii;r Uhi du^tpAOOt, or wbn, which m»y be carHtnti 

vtn 10 tbc B>dFii oftLe fliui'»j. ai^d obstrtict Ul■^ p«aiAitPB^ at piuu up tbc 
(tiimfirlr^— elthrr of wtiirli it it icsirmblt; to kTdil. The eiidi of tb« fliivf 
teobacabfntT« fumiilied wiiiii cov«n ot docn, properly aKiii-nl, aiid 
fiapahle oT being ivrnoTed ttt ^Mqw of tbc {Irpatii bfiii((; tAken siiBy : And 
]| attain ibiS SHt'cond ohjcrt or mj iqvL'Citk^n bj coiJ^iructiti^, adtk^iiiipi 
inil sppljiuK Uie b«jklrrT» t& aifiMm ir^0<3t, tn stieb a oiiiDfirT tt w iMiftbU 
die to eonibiiii! nU tht? vltoxm mirauta^N^ *Mch bmlert b«ii)p plniyMJ much 
M[tb«T In Uiff T«*Mi (tljftt w, at a icmittT i|^BtAo«: tmm iJtn* kerl oi- bc4- 
tpiii,)Lt3Ka utiua], ami aiT^ tUp}KJTii'd by piilBm or frutufiiorh, ■<> tl^uL 
m»Y twns am be Ii4<il to all [>«j-ij. tbirrrar- an 4 the boiler majr I* cavrrr4 
witb mn outer caaiof , to fnvrent mdJaUwii of bewt, if tliou^bt dirnrmiA*. 
By thiM odupLioj; aud appl^iti^ my impmv^ boMpr, a fWei- di^u^ht irM 
be obtaJuGd, and. at the laniCF linoe* »r«» f^ ttovnii^ of coelt irill bt 
imiTidtfil uijd«r tlirbi^nei", a« well u m djc»id<Moroihtr |»rt» of the t«. 
•al; auil Lb* dsngcr of the tchaI f!cii]niTiiH«i« at neB^ of the lire* bdii|t 
extiuKiiifthtd in cooaeijueuoe of Ifq&ka^i, will hs lrmetieiL"--^£lm Mr, 
Priee iEimrcliicn bileurtipttoa of hiqi iHJllcr, witli i^rfrrcncnlo an rtllTiaT- 
inff jUivfTi in ttjc maga/JTie. WiLboul this eu.i'^niviijf;, the iJrfti^rl|ttiou, ■« 
It ftaivl*^ would 1j« UTjUitu|[i{L<|ijit«. We ^itc ibp ooudoillricr^^irtJoiilan :-- 
"Tbefluea occuji^ylDi^ the jijikrrior of ibcar itoprored Mlrtm Abould at 
til Urn^s be e*v*ri^l witJi * aici , Tsesying auJiIdeut stetafD rouin. t prefer 
tha flue* fei- oiai-Sne oi- jiUtlrinai? ein^^ne bollirs, not tft f»e l»s tl^aii 
abodttwdvr orfouiii^rn tueht^ in diuiDeter^ aiid t|*t'^ aiuv bt> dtsde of 
wnMi^t irooj Liippwr, or ulbi-r tDPiai. l-lb*^ of h 'lffi?i Aianttfier, and 
OMffv In numbfr^ may b« employ «d ^ but ibvT are luoir iidhW Ut nbote, 
and no witwuaip; *ill i^e gained, if ibv b(*ikr {« « lom; on* (*ay ibiity 
fcetV fbfo thc^ fiijiM may b* ivdiic^ lo two ticjfs, ioiieod of thm?, irhict 
would sll"w marc sic-am and wniet room; but bi flUcb n(T*n|!tnifiitj 
fijtM- ilrpwiit tbanibe^ ftir jwelrlnjf the dii«t fVwtti the fumttw will bs 
limt. A divmptv tbould be pfujc?a lu lis* bO' lorn of the ^ImbeT, whereby 
the drauij^t inmj b^* rtEuta«d. TIjo dimu ;h. it incirnaett bj the kninh 
of tb* tluiaij mid Lbe fDnimJati mn,i *ltutnou of ibu Uns-lKMt of mmmst. 
If uip^ an? fui^L-iird to Jj« btow-o,. <?oc?^a (u Jic -oufl.n i>MtB ot Oie 
boiler, ihe wnii-r ©,* ictiin.init wtli hp fa ^wT ijt?rt*oit3tl .y J e nrpiMiirt ot 
the itj.-rtiri jih ih'' k."il«'i- IS!":" ,-.s >,>..,,- ;. • a ,. . ..... ■ ,,_ p _ '....,i .,r tut* 
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where noet oooTeiilent, and a float nitiy also be 



' ar:tt!ited to 



^ , *• hdrtitor water in the boflcr, it deaired. Two aafciy ralToa 
sboold be used, 000 belos wdi.-l t^ to the bigbes; i-nnge of incmure in- 
tended to be aDowcd in ihc :M>iIcr, mitl seeu txl from Uio ipi«;te»-ence of 
^wwWngwjjJneer; and tlie other ralte may be of fhe co^i.aoo kind, 
ana ite weight left to the jud'^enient of ihe eMTiP*^/: tl)e AKiner 1 n.-efcr 
10 be oonelnaolod in the Ann of a ball, raado of brass, and loaded with 
ahoc, and placed in aeutKaea;; wbioii ball .-'sea fV-om iusctu, ond aUowa 
the steam to eseapo so soon as it gate to within a Mule of lbe safciv prea- 
!Iil?« ThisvalTe oeingooverc*! wiUi a cap, sccui-cd v/i.h ouU jwased 
within the boiler, it oanoo; bo removct' or oTer-wei'-'iic«'.,v.i UjouI cjnpty- 
AOgand oooliog the be'Ier; eonse<.uciiUy, It is bcvont? ihv nrticb of the 
weridngengmoer, wbiis; he haa his own TaWe to ';'e<nila(e the aVxm as 
he likM, unul it ooroea to the nreasare of the bnl I »aKc. I eom'da.- the 
property pkiciog of ihe boiler m a sU»l7 Teasel of ^.cui »nno.\a"co, and 
I, tbererore, aJADiniy fa)pit>ved a ';-an.'<;er)entani^ oonsUoitltoi oJ boilers 
to the ▼fwel In Uie foJlowiug manner:— Tlie boilci- is Lo .>c li ed on au 
alovated platfbim of Lvn, snuporicd by roeiol co^u.nns or fnimewoik, so 
aa to enable the engineer to lia\c five access to exainiua rJ! Its ports to 
«e or repair when requiiwl. Anoihar adfaniuge arising from the 
r bailor placed high in the Teesel Is, tuut a ^etiei- dr\u?lii wiU be ob- 
d, and leea danger of the engine atopiiin?, shoiOd «»e tcss^I sinring 
a laak. Soould any iiMnisk:Uon form on the ouisido of tiie boiler 
tnm leakage, it can be RadHy removed and the 'oo*)c.- examined. 
Tba danger of the flnea eoUapaing Is avoided by tbe«r form, and 
the manner in which the ftti-rMoe or fire-box is eoostnieu:d, it being 
iltaatadin the under pan of the ftoot of the boiler; the top of the ftir- 
naoe being formed by the under side of the boiler, and in as near a 
aendeirole aa the second tier of Hoes wiU allow. This boi'er mil answer 
equally weU for staUooary eoy ucs, or for marine numoses, and vt^II >)ot 
require setting in brick or stoncnork, except few its sopiw.rs, which 
^1 ^ ?L?"*^' *' l*o"r*»k desi.-ftble. In stoome-s of war, the boilers 



may be protected from Injury from cannon^ot, by a space' 0? chamber 
pteead b^ween the sides of the veawd and the boiler; which space or 



_.« P i» to be filled with coals, prerioos to going into acUon, which 
WiU tend neatly to prevent the efibcts of shoL The locomotive steam- 
engine boOer may be of any capacity, according to the size or power of 
the engine; and the top, hack part, and sides of the fire-box should be 
stoatertfaan the olber parts, the water-way round the flw^box ought 
to he from thna to Amr Inchee broad. Should tihe floes at any time 
reqain rspdrfog, the hMk or part of the back of the boUar en be taken 



Tba flaeo aft the ends or elbow potta are aramd by sefaw-Mts aod 
fpa or rivata. The chambers aft tba ends ^ the floes can be awept 
or raked out on taking offthe plates or doorsateiuer end of the boiler." 
In a nolo at the end, it is steted, that any kind of coal will anSWi^ ft>r 
the boiler, but the patentee always uses small coal ; and the oOBsamptFon 
is not more tbao half that of an ordinary boiler, nor wiU mors thai half 
the number of stokers be required. The heat in the engine room is 
trifling, and two firing hoVsa sufiBoe for the largest boiler. If kept 
thoroughly dean, the boiln- will last for twenty years without r^teirs, 
except all above the grab*-roora, and about half^Uie len«th of the bottom 
flues, which, if made of wrought Iron, may require renewing every 
eigbiaen or twenty-four months. Mr. Price Ims one of his boilers at nee 
in bis glass-works, and conerives it to be "tbesaflnft, best, and efaeape»t, 
in lagard to ftid, of any yet inveuted." 

On the 20th and 2l8t May, bein^ Whit-Monday and 
Tuesday, one of the moi^ pleasing sisbts imaginabfo was 
brougbt before the inhabitanu of Gateshead Fell and Gates- 
head, by the worthy rector and curate of the Fdl, together with 
the teachers of the parochial school— nearlr 390 fine, healthy 
children, being led from the former place to AH Saints Church, 
Newcastle— Whence, after being aadrrssed by the clergymen, 
they returned to the schoul- bouse, and were regaled with tea 
and spice-loaf. Most of them received bibles aod tchtaments as 
rewaids. On leaving the school-room, each child was pre- 
sented with an oranti^e. The Westeyan MctbVdiHS; much to 
their credit, mustered abont 400 cbildivn, wbo were addlnesfied 
by sereral makers on the great importance of Sandaj fKibi^b. 
&c jcc; after which they were rej^aled, at three s^mal 
chapels^ with tea and spice loaf. Periiaps no ciAnitrr Mtrict 
baa, within the last twenty years, made more prn^^ii^ion for 
spiritual instruction, or taken more pains with the rising gene- 
imtion, than Gatesli«»ul FelL There arc live Methodist chapds, 
and also a jiew parish church, which is noio crowded to excess. 
There is a Literary Society and a Reading Room, (whose 
friend and natron is Thomas Wilson, Esq.) There are Mis- 
sionary and Bible Societies, and a Visiting Sick Society. But 
we must also stale, that one of those barliai'ous and disgusting 
* • litffi 



i Ibis week exhibited close to the paribh road, and litl 
more than 200 yaids Irom the chui-ch, most revolting to the feel- 
ings of the humane, and ii\}uriotts to the morals of the ri»ing 
generation. We reicr lo dog and cock fighting, which lasted 
above two hour'*, with all the brutal accompaniments of cursing 
and swearing;. Several vou n^ person.N r/crc X'^scnl at this ^ in&nt 
school " of t'ue most aepruving cii&.Tctcr*; and we put it to the 
authorities v/bc lier they \n\\ ar^aiti perjiit such an ^Mminable 
scene to prcscu . itself o^i ihc Fell. 

At ihe aunivcrsMry U^a-pariy, on Whit-Tuesday, May 
21, by i Jc Sa' btiJi-sirhool tcacbcru or Uie Gatenbead Presbyte- 
rian cbuixb,^ tlie Tvcv. A. B. i>oi! ,hA was presented by Mr. John 
Tborbum, in tli? na<nc of a nr<nbef of^ the ladies of the con- 
gregation, V7ilh a Tfv.rx of ^roH. Mr. Tborbum, in making 
the present, spo!'.e leni'lyas Tallows f—^ llcv. Slr^— Itis with 
oord>ai ;|>l«tsu "e thr.l 1 >i!> ; io obey tiK* ivijuest of a number of 
the li'iics of aie oop^^t^jutijp, i;rd prt'sent you with this 
▼alor.bb c::pres>'ioa of uij !»en«c l'.:cy eutertain ol the able, 
zealoes, aod fauuful mKonei' in ^liii.b you have discharged 
the di'i.i(v$ of you/ r>c«:;c'l orjce, as abfistaj.1l to our much re- 
specU^I pcxlo/, ^lurin^ u »c.*son v/jca <)e hn» been Mibjected to 
mu.'h bo-JIIy aiSi'.tion; crd also of (bcir respoct and esteem 
for yor. as a man a v^ r, mini ter of Cliii.it I feel grateful to 
tho^ v7bo bdvrc *)onou>-e'l jie wi^b tlits: <'ifty, as, in conveying 
tbcii- sentiraerlS; »« t$^\(^ me p.n oppom«Dily of exprettsing my 
own. In p e-entinv yw ^AiU till' :,'fl, ibey do honour both to 
you and lo lb • nsslvr^s. ^ ^'o yoc, ib*- ca-r 'es with it something 
more to be tiiized than i'^ ovrn u*t. i.^sic vahie — a token of ap- 

{»robtttioii n o J tbo-c who njie b«!>i a ob lo judge of the manner 
n wliioi yov br.ve luKiU^fl your Itt;ib and important duties. 
Ncrttoibe app 0')«!i'on of Cod ar'1 our consciences, is the 
approval of our Jcilow-bein^.'s — of those e«pei:ia]]^ whose 
cbr<ucter.', as in tlieii- case, tii-o \70>iby or our respect and est 
teem. Tlio Oiliceof the mtni>t<y is inc most imnortant and 
responsijle in wbio'i a Iiumun l>cio:< can be enjp\;;ed. and this 
tribute, from L!)o«^? who e ppi-itual irtctests you nave ea- 
deavoui«d to ?)/omote, ;.•« thc.vf b.-e tbc mofe tD be valued. It 
also does honour to Ibose U4'»ej of f7hom it i^ the spontaneous, 
the grateful tribute. In tbcra, tbs cbai-actej's of the Mary and 
MaiUia of Sacied Writ aie ba;)T)(Vr blended; for while with 
the one Ibey arc dill^^ent In Pltcrding upon the preaching of 
the Word, and all the ordinances of our holy rdigion, with 
the other they are anxious io promote the temporal comfort 
and happiness of those by whom it is fidthfuUv proclaimed. 
* Truly the labourer is worthy of his reward.'^ ' If we re- 
eeive of you spiritual things, ^all we not miniiter to yon in 
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temporal things f It is pleasing to contemplavC this, as 
another proof to those we have kitely had, of the friendlv feel- 
ing existing in the church among<<t pastors and people. It 
gives me ^reat pleasure to convey to you this public testimony 
to your fiuth fulness in your noble work. These are not times 
for the watchmen on tne towers of Zion to slamber at their 
posts — when the Sabbaths of the Lord are deserted — ^when his 
divine institutions arc contemned — when vice and irrelirion 
abound — when infidelity and delusion seem to increase-— these 
are times, I repeat it, when the watchmen on Zion's tower 
ought not to slum1)er, but when great faithfulness is required 
of all the servants of the Lord ; and I feel assured that 1 am 
expressing the sentiments, not only of those who have contri- 
buted to tnis, but also of every member of the congregation, 
when I sa^, that the ability you have displayed in your 
public ministrations, your faithfulness in declaring the whole 
counsel of God, and the exemplary manner in which you have 
discharged all the other dutiesofyour sacred office, with the 
assiduity and devoted attention you have ever shown for the 
instrucUon of the young people of the congregation, have met 
with their entire approbation; and wherever your future lot 
may be cast -whether you may be induced to continue amongst 
us, or be called, in the providence of God, to another field of 
labour— 1 am sure you will carry with you the esteem, the re. 
card, the attachment of this people, and their warmest wishes 
for your future welfare, comfort, and happiness. With these 
sentiments I beg to present you with this purse of gold, the 
result of a subscription ente!^ into by a fev of the ladies of 
the congregation.'' Mr. Douglas returned thanks in a long 
and eloquent speech, which did credit both to his head and 
heart— but our limitii will not afford space for even an outline. 
The Gateshead Union. — A more than usually nu- 
merous meeting of the Guardians of the Gateshead Union was 
held at the Board Room on Tuesday, May 21, (J. Cowen, Esq. 
in the chair). A letter from the borough-holders of Gateshead 
was read (expressing their willingness to treat with the 
Board for a suitable site for a new workhouse), which was re- 
ferred to the Building Committee; aaer which, Sir John Wal- 
sham's letter, which was referred to in the Observer of the Uth 
inst, was again read. This letter, as we before stated, requested 
a definitive answer to the question, ** Will you or will you not 
build a workhouse i" Mr. Joshua Greene strenuously opposed 
the building of a new house, contending that the present work- 
houses of Gateshead and Heworth might be madle quite sufii. 
cient for every purpose, and that changes in the Government 
and Legislature might render the measure altogether unneoes- 
sary. Mr. Greene was reminded by the Chairman, that a Com- 
mittee bad already reported in favour of the building of a 
workhouse, and that the Board had received and confirmed the 
Report Mr. Brockett, to bring the matter formally to an issue, 
moved, that Sir John Walsham be informed, in reply to his 
letter, that decisive steps would be forthwith taken for the build, 
iog of a new workhouse ; which was seconded by Mr. G. H. Ram- 
say. Mr. Joshua Greene moved, as an amendment, that the 
present workhouses might be so altered and enlarged as to be 
quite sufficient for the purposes of the Union. The Rev. Mr. 
Plummer supported Mr. Greene, and thought that Sir John 
Walsham'a condemnatiqn of the Heworth workhouse, (which, 
he believed, the Hon. Bart bad never seen,) and his dictatorial 
letter, were highly improper; and that the Commissioners, who 
inight not be allowed to exist in that capacity much longer, in 
his (Mr. Plummer's) opinion, could not enforce any such step. 
Mr. Ramsav defended Sir John Walsham from tbe Reverend 
Gentleman s attack— explaining that the plans and sections and 
details of the Heworth workhouse were quite well known to 
Sir John* and that such an attack came ill from a clergyman, 
who, tor a whole year, had neglected his duty, by refusing to 
enter the workhouse of his own parish in his spiritual capacity. 
Mr. Ramsay also took occasion to remark, that Mr. Joshua 
Greene evidently knew nothing at all of what he was talking, 
and was as imorant of the Poor Iaw Bill as the remotest 
Highlander of Scotland— a censure which called forth the 
severest displeasure of our townsman. Mr. Plummer explained, 
that he certainly had refused to enter the workhouse during the 
first year of the Union, on account of his hostility to the New 
Poor Law, but that he consulted the Rev. Mr. Collinson, as a 
Magistrate, on the subject; and acting upon the advice then 
given, he subseouently attended. He also thought that Sir 
John Walsham, being a public servant, was a proper object of 
remark ; whereas Mr. Ramsay had no right to censure him 
(Mr. P.) in the way he had done : to which Mr. Ramsay rejoined 
that the clergyman of a parish was ''a public servant" 



Mr. Hall said, that he should support the motion. He had. at 
first, been opposed to the building of a workhouse, but after 
mature oonsiaeration, be had become (convinced that the com- 
forts of the poor would be better promoted, and the inteiests of 
the ratepayers better protected, by adopting the measure. 
Though the Commissioners could not order the erection of a 
new house, he begged to remind the Board, that they could 
annually order the outlay of a large sum on the present houses, 
a sum amounting to no less than £900 per annum. Mr. Arm- 
strong opposed the motion, declaring Sir John Walsham's letter 
to be ** a lalsehood"— declaring, also, the account of the com- 
parative expenditure which had been published bv the Board 
to be *< a falsehood" and a deception, as far as Heworth was 
concerned— «md, also, that he believed that the workhouses 
were as clean and comfortable as the houses of the guardians 
themselves. The hitter remark, Mr. Joshua Watson repudiated 
as a most ungallant attack on the " guid wives" of tne mem- 
bers. The Chairman also reminded Mr. Armstrong, that the 
accounts published were made up from accounts rendcved by 
the Heworth officers themselves I Mr. Freeman reminded Mr. 
Greene, that in the happy and comfortable days of the work- 
houses, under the Old Law, to which Mr. Greene had alluded, 
it not unfrequenUy happened that the blessings of a single Ded 
were divided amongst five individuals ! The Question was then 
put to the vote, after remarks in favour of toe motion by the 
Chairman: — when there appeared— for the amendment? — 
against it, 18. Majority, 11. 

For the Amendment.--Rey. M. Plummer, and Messrs. J. Greene, 
6. Greene, £. Bulman, G. Armstrong, J. Wylam, and G. Murray. 

Against it.— Messrs. J. Cowen, G. H. Ramsay, W. H. Brockett, J. 
Robson, R. Robson, J. M. Paitinson, J. Freeman, J. Allen, S. Hall, 
J.Gray, H. Sanderson, G. BoUerwell, W. Cochraoe, J.Layoock,J. 
Watson, T. Y. Hall, C. P. Rippon, and C. Lookey. 
Mr. Brockett, agreeably to notice, brought forward a motion 
express ve of the opinion of the Board, that the relieving officer 
of Gateshead should reside in the town, where, it was to be 
supposed, bis services would be most needed. Mr. B. said, he 
was actuated by no unfriendly feeling towards Mr. Pattison. 
On the contrary, he had not endeavoured to seek out any cases 
of neglect, nor did he know .of any, sufficiently established, 
neither had he asked any one to second the motion ; but he 
thought chat the first duty of the Board was to attend to the 
wants and comforts of the>peer^ and that the non-residence of 
the relieving officer was at vanance with the humane spirit of 
the Act of Parliament. Mr. Armstrong seconded the motion. 
Mr. Gray thought Mr. Pattison had been a good officer, and 
that his residence might be dispensed with; but as, probably, 
one hour's attendance per day was insufficient, he would move 
that a longer daily attendance at the office should be required 
of him. The Rev. M. Plummer apposed Mr. Brockett s mo> 
tion, because it might be construed into a censure of Mr. Pat- 
tison. The Chairman and Mr. Ramsay thought a longer at. 
tendance might answer the purpose ; to which Mr. Brockett 
replied, that having had no other object than the good of the 
poor at heart in bringing forward the motion, he would readily 
withxiraw it, leaving to Mr. Pattison to maice such alterations 
as might satisfy the case ; but he could not but express his 
surprise that a proposal so much in consonance with that 
regard for the poor which Mr. Plummer professed, and so cal- 
culated to carry out, as far as the Guardians were aMe to do 
so, those Poor Law principles which Mr. Plummer and his 
allies had so often advocateo, should have been opposed from 
such a quarter. Mr. B., in reference to the ** changes," past 
and prospective, which had been talked about by Mr. Greene 
and others, reminded the meeting, that Mr. Plummer*s great 
friend, Mr. Liddell, although he rendered himself notorious 
enough on hi? eanvatt, by his opposition to the New Poor Law, 
had never attempted its repeal or its amendment ; and it now 
appeared, that the enemies of that measure, whether Members 
of Parliament or Members of Boards, equally shrunk firom 
the task of putting their professions in practice, when op- . 
portunities were am>rded toem for doing so. Mr. Gray's 
recommendation, embodied as a motion, was cairied unani- 
mously j and Mr. Joseph Robson gave notice of a motion on 
the subject of the salaries of the officers of the Union, to be 
brought forward at the next meeting. 

On Wednesday evening, Maj 23, Mr. Withers, the 
worthj host of the Queen's Head, at Sheriff Hai. had a party of 
his fnends to a Welcome Dinner in the comfortable house upon 
which he has recently entered. Mr. W. H. Brockett occupied 
the chair, and Mr. Kell the vioe-chair. The entertainment 
was of a superior description, and served up in good style— the 
wines were excellent— and a glass of better ale was gddom or 
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ever plaoed upon a table than that wkich Mr. Withers aet be- 
fore bis compaoy. It woold almost have made a teetotaller 
forfeit his pledge. — On the removal of the cloth, *<The 
Queen," « The Lord Lieutenant of the County, the Duke ot 
Cleveland," " The Bishop of the Diocese," and other toasts 
were s^ven from the chair. In proposinir the health of Mr. 
Withers, the Chairman spoke witn much warmth in commen- 
dation of the manner in which he discharged bis duties to his 
family and his country :— to the former, by his kindness, atten- 
tion,and industry; and to the latter, by his unostentatious, 
but active services in promotion of thoi*e liberal political views 
which be ^conscientiously entertained. Mr. Wilson subse- 
quently proposed the health of Mrs. Withers; and daring the 
evening, the healths of Mr. John Carr,the Chairman and Vice- 
Chairman, Mr. Patten and the owners of Sheriff Hill Colliery, 
Mr. Wight, the Gateshead Town Council, Mr. Wilson, the 
Borough Magistrates, &c. &c. were drank with much cordial iiy. 
Mr. Kell, Mr. Carr, Mr. Kidd, Mr. Withers, and Mr. Douglw, 
enlivened the evening by the exercise of their vocal powers ; 
and Mr. Kidd and Mr. Carr gave especial satisfaction by 
their humorous songs. 

The third Monthly Musical Concert was held on 
Wednesday evening, May 39, in the Temperance lecture-room. 
High-street, Gateshead. The performers were Messrs. Stod- 
bart, Smith, Wilson, Ferry, and Cessford, of the Newcastle 
Philharmonic Concerts ; and Messrs. Twizell, Robson, &c., of 
Gateshead. We regret that Miss Bolton did not make her ap- 
pearance on the occasion, as her singling is well received on 
this side of the Tyne. We have also to regret that the attend- 
ance was not larger — ^mora partioularlyas this concert proved 
to be the best that has yet been held. The pieces were sung in 
the best style, and met with a veir flattering reception from 
the audience. The glee, « Strike the Lyre," the « Pilgrim of 
Love," Vadiwi via tU qua, were much applauded. The latter 
was highly amusing, being a laughing piece: it was encored. 
*< The Pilot;* sung by Stodhart, in the second part, was very 
much admired, and was repeated. This gentleman possesses a 
very fine bass voice, highly cultivated. Mr. Smith acouitted 
himself witli very great dflfect The others performed their 
respective parts remarkably welL Mr. Hemy, the conductor, 
presided at the piano-forte. 

REPRESENTATION OF GATESHEAD. 

To WILLIAM HUTT, E8Q.,M.P. 

WE, the undersigned Electors of Gateshead, request 
yott will allow yovradf to be put in nomination as a 
Candidate at the next Eleotion for this Borough, and we pledge 
out selves to give you every support in our power. 
Gateshead, 18th May. 1889. 

[Signed b y 323 Electors.] 

TO THE ELECTORS OF GATESHEAD WHO SIGNED 
THE ABOVE REaUISlTlON. 

GENTLEMEN,— I accept with pride the high 
trust you are willing to oonfide to me. I hope I shall 
disehaj^ it with fidelity. To be thus selected, by a constitu- 
ency composed entirely of independent and intelligent Electors, 
as their Itenresentative in Parliament, would confer honour 
upon men plaoed for above me, by their station, talento, and 
public reputation. It is needless, then, for me to assure you, 
that I estimate meet highly the distinction to which you have 
spontaneously invited me. 

I value it the more, because I have never solicited it at your 
hands; and because I have tke gratification to feel, that it is 
m]r<<'Bdoct alone which hns recommended me to your good 
opinion. 

Had I been (juite antried in public life, or had I presumed, 
without invitation, t» request the honour of representing you 
in the House of Commons, 1 should have deemed it necessaiy 
toenlain tojou, with some care, the principles by which I 
should be gmded as your Representative.^ But 1 have a proud 
satisfaction in remarking, that the cireumslances under which 
we meet render any such explanation on my part wholly 
supereroipitory ; for it is the knowledge you have acquired of 
my principles, and the notice (most oonsiderate and indulgf nt, 
I am very coosciousO ^ou have taken of my conduct, both in 
public and in private life, which have procured for me the in. 
vitalien J have had the beneur of receiving from yon this dav. 
I am not likely to abandon the oourse I had adopted from con. 
victioB, aher it has won .for me this signal and gratifying mark 
of your appvobatien. 



Gentlemen, hereafter it is in your name that I shall hope to 
eqjoy the privilege of labouring for the religious, moral, social, 
and political welfare of our couutry, and fur the progressive 
amelioration of the whole community. 

Permit me also to add, that after the extraordinary concur- 
rence of opinion which you have manifested in my favour. I 
shall be impelled, by every motive of gratitude and duty, to 
watch over the aHoirs that relate to tne special interests of 
Gateshead. 

I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, with every sentiment of 
regard and esteem, your very obliged and humble servant, 
London, May 15tli, 1839. WILLIAM HUTT. 

♦ 
THE GATESHEAD TOWN COUNCIL. 
p John BARBAS,Ssq. Mavor. 
ALDKRWEX. rouNciLLORS. OrahaiD, R. Matchitt, B. 

Abbot, John Attwood, C. p Greene, Joshua p Price, Joseph 

Brockeu,W. H. p Coat, Joseph Hjmen, Jas. p Robsoa, R. 
Hall, Miohael p Cummios, T. Hymen, Win. Kovnlree. W. 
;) Pollock, J. Davidson, J. pKeumir.W. f Wight, John 

p Wilson, T. p Davis, R. p Lister, John p Wylam, R. 

Fairbairn, J. ([Those marked p were present.] 
An adjourned quarterly meeting of this body was hold on 
Wednesday, June 5. After the minutes of the proceedings of the 
last meeting had been read, the Town Clerk laid before the 
Council his correspondence with Mr. Amott, the clerk of Mr. 
Clayton^ the Town Clerk of Newcastle, as to the ground-rent 
to be paid to the Corporation of Newcastle for the building at 
the south end of Tyne bridge, used as a fish-market and police- 
station, by which it appeared that the Corporation of Newcas- 
tle claimed the yearly rant of £ft, and £28 for the value of the 
old materials upon the ground, when the Corporation of Gates, 
head entered upon the premises. After some discussion of 
this subject, which has been on the carpet some time, Mr. 
Price moved, and Mr. Kenmtr secondeil the motion, that the 
terms proposetl by Mr. Amott's letter be acceded to.>-Mr. 
CuMMVNS moved as an amendment, that a note be sent to the 
Chairman of the Finance Committee of Newcastle, expressive 
of the opinion of this Council, that the demand of rent is too 
high, and that they be requested to reconsider it. After some 
further discussion, Mr. Price's motion was remodelled, at the 
instigation of Mr. Aid. Wilson ; and Mr. Cummins's motion 
not being seconded, the motion appeared to meet the approba* 
tion of all, and it was uminimously resolved, that the terms of 
Mr. Amott's letter of the 1 1th Mareb last, as to the rental of the 
ftsh-market and police-station, shall be acceded to and complied 
with-it being understood, that as the old materials are oharaed 
for, the materials now upon the grour.d shall be considered as 
the property of this Corporation, and that the Treasurer do pay 
the sum of £28 demanded for the old materials, and the rent of 
£&, as it should become due. 

The Council confirmed the proceedings of the Watch Com- 
mittee as to the contract for lamps, and for lighting the dis. 
trict included in the recent extension of the limits of the Gates, 
bend Street Act The allowance of the new Gateshead Street 
Act Assessment, and the appointment of Mr. Joseph Fairs and 
Mr. Thomas Sill, as collectors, and the definition of their 
duties, were next arranged. The auditing the treasnrei's ac- 
counts for the last vear, upon which the balance in his favour 
was declared to be £I22 9s. 7d.,andan abstract of the accounts, 
was ordered to be printed. Certain bills were ordered to be 
paid. A watch rate of three halfpence per pound for the half, 
year was assessed upon the district assessed \imt vear ; and the 
Council proceeded to the appointment of a Chief Constable for 
the Borough vacant by the resignation of Mr. John Lowthin. 
A vote of thanks was passed to that gentleman, on the motion 
of Mr. Aid. Pollock, seconded by Mr. Aid. Wilson: and 
Mr. Kenmih proposed that Cbaries Proctor Rippon, of this 
borough, butcher, be appointed Chief Constable, m succeed 
Mr. Lowthin, which was seconded by Mr. Lister, and carried 
unanimously.— Mr. Priob gave notiee, that at the net|t meet- 
ing of the Council, he would move that the Council take into 
consideration the toll paid bv the people of Gateshead a,t the 
north end of Tyne Bridge tt> the Corporation of Newcastle. 
The Council then adjourned to Wednesday, the 10th of Jiily. 

■ — ♦ 

The Accession of her Majesty, Queen Vieioria, was 
celebrated in this borough, on Monday, June 17, by a public din- 
ner at Mrs. Calvert's, the Half Moon Inn. John Barras, Esq., the 
Mayor of Gateshead, in the chair, and George Hawks, Esq. 
ofiSciating as vice-president. The dinner and wines (amongst 
the latter a profusion of champagne presented bv the Mayor) 
were of the first order j and the good feeling which prevailed 
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throughout the evening will be long remembered by the guests. 
Party politics were forgotten in the desire to pay respect to 
Royalty, and to show that honest men, of every opinion, could 
unite as readily as they could divide, when honour and duty 
oalleil upon them to do so. The Chairman, Vice.Chairraan, 
Mr. Lister, Mr. Cummins, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Harle, Mr. Pollock, 
Mr. Brockett, Mr. Fairbairn, Mr. Green (of Ravensworth), Mr. 
Walker, Mr. Barkus, Mr. W. Hymers, and other gentlemen, 
addressed the company, in proposing and responding to toasts; 
and Messrs. R. Watson, Potts, Bennett, Matchitt, Pollock, &c. 
enlivened the company with excellent songs. 

The Gateshead Musical Society gave a Concert on 
Friday night, June 21, at the Ellison schooKroom, for the bene- 
fit of the DispensaiT, under the patronage of the Mayor and 
other gentlemen. The performances were highly creditable to Mr. 
Hemv (who presided at the piano-forte), Miss Bolton, Messrs. 
Smith, Robson. Greener, Wilson, Duke, Twizell, Cessford, 
Fernr, and Stodhart; hut the concert, we regret to add, was very 
indinereotly attended. 

At a •* Court Leet and Court Baron, with View of 
Frankpledge," of the Lord of the Manor of Gateshead, held at 
the Black Bull Inn, in this borough,on Thursday, J uns27, 1 lefore 
John Clayton, £sq.. Steward of the Manor, the following per- 
sons were duly admitted as borough-holders, viz., Messrs. 
Stephen Reed, W. H. Brockett, W. Douglas, Thomas Elliott, 
— Newton, Joseph Soulshv, George James Elliott, George 
Grahamsley, — Brown, William Charlton, Forster Walker, 
Anthony Parker, William Innes, Ralph Wylam, — Jefferson, 
Thomas Easton, and the Brandling Junction Railway Com. 
pany. Joseph Willis, Esq., was foreman of the jury, consist- 
mg of thirteen persons, not members of the Council of Gates- 
head, the Steward having stated, that by the Municipal Reform 
Act, Councillors were disqualified from sitting on a jury in the 
borough— <ui opinion from which Mr. G. J. Kenmir was dis- 
posed to dissent A certain claimant not having appeared, the 
Court was adjourned until the 6lh of August The Manor of 
Gateshead belongs to the Bishop of Durham, who leases it to 
C. Ellison, Esq , at an annual rent. The lease is for 21 years, 
but Mr. Ellison has it renewed every year. As some of our 
readers may probably not clearly understand what is meant by 
a ** Court Lcet and Court Baron, with view of Frankpledge, 
we take this opportunity of supplying the necessary explana- 
tion. ** There is no doubtp" says a learned writer on Corpora- 
tions, ** that boroughs existed during the Saxon period, and 
also a class of persons called burgesses, many of both being 
expressly recoraed in Domesday. The personal division of 
society was into the bond and the free; and the liber Aomo, or 
* freeman,' has continued in our institutions to the present time. 
The ^oca/ division of the country was into shires and boroughs. 
The * pledges' of the freemen (pledges to keep the peace and 
obe^ the law) were given, their oaths of allegiance taken, and 
their public duties, and all local governments, regulated, in 
borouf^hs, in the burghmote or court leet of the borough — a 
court in which persons were sworn to make the necessary pub- 
lic inquiries, and to decide disputed facts. Every householder 
was bound to perform the duty of putting himself under ;7^(^tf 
and security by oath, to abide by the law." Such was the 
'* court leet, with view of frankpledge,** in ancient times, and 
such it exists, with little change, in several boroughs, to this 
day— the municipal governing institution of the place. The 
holdinc of leets, with ** view of frankpledge," is expressly pro- 
vided for in Magna Cbarta. The Court << Baron, which, in 
the case of Gateshead, is blended with the <<ZfcC attached 
to Mtmorff bat had cognizance only of civil suits; and siooe 
thejurisdietioQ of the Court of Conscieooeof Newcastle was 
extended to Gateshead, the trial of such causes in the Manor 
Court here has been "judieiousW" discontinued, the former 
aflbrdingsuitors greater. 'facilities for the recovery of debts. 

The Board of Guardians of the Gateshead Union met 
on Tuesday, July 2. Pr e s ent ; — Mess rs. J . Cowen (Chairman)i 
S. Hillaby, Robert Robson, J. Freeuian, John AUen, H. San- 
derson, t. J. Hall, G. BuUcrwell, R.* Wood, C. Lockey, C P. 
Rippon, J. Hymers, and W. G. Howden. From the books of 
the relieving officers, it appeared that in the elosing week of 
the past quarter, and the first week of the present quarter, the 
relief given in the respective districts 

Closing Week df Uie 'Tbnt Week of the 

put Qnaner. preMOt QiMMer. 

Q9imbmA £04 16 101 £S7 2 4^ 

Heworth...... 18 5 6 16 10 

Whickhwn 15 B % 15 8 2 

•Wkd«oo «9 15 4 27 15 4 

The number of inmates in the workhotfses'-was stated to he 113. 



THE GATESHEAD TOWN COUNCIL. 

Wednesday, JtOy 10. 

p JOHV BaAbas, Eta. Mayor. 

ALD2RIIBN. cocMciLLoas. Orpham.E. pMat<AI1t,B. 

Abbot, John Attwood, C. Oraene,Josbua Prioe, Joseph 
p Broekett,W.H. p Coat, Joseph p Hymen, Jas. Roboon, B. 
p Hall, Miohael p Cummine, T. Hymais, Wu. p Bowntne, W. 
j> Pollock, Jas. PaTidsoDfJ. />Keiinnr,W. j»Wigbt,Joim 
p Wilson, T. p Davis, E. p Litter, Jphn p Wylam, B. 

Fairbairn, [Those marked p were pretcny 

The Town Council met in the town-hall, Gateshead, on Wed. 
nesday. The Town Clerk, after reading the minutes of the pre- 
vious meeting, and certain ordersof the Watch Committee, (which 
were subsequently confirmed, on the motion of Mr. Cout, 
seconded by Mr. Aid. HallJ read a statement, which had been 
prepared by order of the Watch Committee, of all the proceed- 
mgs, agreements, and conditions connected with the passage of 
the Brandling Railway through Gateshead, .whereby it ap- 
peared that the managers of that Company bad dealt largely 
m proinises, many of which, much to the public detriment and 
their own discredit, the^ had neglected to perform. The 
Mayor having inquired if any councillor had any resolution 
to propose upon the subject, 

Mr. Rowntree moved : — ** That the Town Clerk be, and he 
is hereby instructed to take such proceedings (under the di- 
rection of the Railway Committee) as may be required, in 
order to obtain the pertormance of the various conditions made 
with, and the promises and agreements entered into by, the 
managers of the Brandling Railway Company, on behalf of the 
Directors of that Company, as well as compensation for the 
dama«redone to the public highways and footpaths in con- 
structing the railway through the borough ; and also to obtain 
from the Directors o'f the Newcastle and Carlisle Railway Com- 
pany the restoration of the public watering-place near the Red- 
heugh." 

Mr. Alderman Wilson stated, that he had been assm«d, 
many times, hythe Chairman of the Cariisle Raihray Com- 
pany, that the watering-place at the Pothouse^uay shouUi be 
restortd to the public. Indeed, bo -later ago tmrn three weeks 
he had received that assurance. 

Mr. Brandling's broken promises haying been commented 
upon by several Councillors, Mr. Kenmir said, that as no one 
who had voted for allowing the railway to go through Gates- 
head seemed disposed to second the motion, he (Mr. K.) would 
do so. 

Mr. Brockett inquired if the Town Clerk had prepared any 
estimate of the expense ot law-proceedings» as the law now re- 
quired that borough rates should be laid on prospectively ; 
consequently, no proceedings could be entered upon until the 
means were provided by taxation of the burgesses. 

Mr. Rowntree and Mr. Kenmir thought that such a step 
would be premature ; but — 

Mr. Brockett reminded them, that the past ** law •.proceed- 
ings" of the Council had been very unpalatable in certain 
quarters; and if further expenses on that head were to be 
incurred, it would be advisable to aot by the letter of the law. 
Besides, the Railway Company would be more amused .than 
frightened bv any tfireat of pr(x>eediags,if vnaceompftQied by 
tlie means or its execution. 

The proposer and seconder of the motion ultimately con- 
sented to amend it, by addinsr these words :-**< And that if (and 
as soon as) necessary, a special meeting of the CouBoil shall be 
oenvened, for the purpose of levying a borough cate to meet 
the expense of legal proceedings.' 

The motion was then passed unanimously. 

The 5th of August and 3d of Sefiember were fixed as appeal 
days for parties appealing against the Street Act Assessment 
and Watch Rate. 

The Town Clerk read a letter from the Under Secretair of 
State, expressing Lord John RnsseH's opinion that it would he 
better in fntnre to specify ea^ item of expenditure in the 
accounts sent up by Corporations to the Home Office, as re- 
quired by law ; and the Town Clerk undertook to act upon 
"bis Lordship's suggestion. 

Mr. Matchitt stated, that the NewcasUe Gas Company s 
dnna for lighting the lampftoCthe borough had not be^apaid, 
because not in cenformity with the promise made by the Com- 

?aoy to light the Gateshead lamps on the same terms as the 
rew(;ast]e ones. It appears, that in Newcastle the (Jas Com- 
pany pay the lamplignter, whilst they refuse to allow the 
wages of that officer from their . account against Gateshead. 
The matter was referred back to the Lighting Committee. 
An inquiry having been made as to lite fish-market awr. 
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the Town Clerk said he had received an application fnr the 
amount of rent and materials, with a verbal assurance that the 
conditions will be considered as acceded to ; whereupon it was 
ordered, on the motion of Mr. Rowntree, seconded by Mr. 
Pollock, that on receipt of a written confirmation thereof, the 
money be immediately paid. 

Several Councillors naving: expressed their opinion of the 
desirableness ot obtaining coj^ies of all bills brought into Par- 
liament at all affecting the interest of the borough or neigh- 
bourhood, and having them laid on the Council table for 
perusal, it was understood that the Town Clerk would confer 
with the Member for Gateshead upon the subject. The 
Council was then dissolved. 



On Sundaj], July 21, a sermon nvas preached at St. 
John's church, in this borough, bv the Rev. Wm. Atkinson, in- 
cumbent; after which the sum of £10 4s. was collected in aid 
of the families of the sufferers by the late accident at St. Hilda's 
colliery, South Shields. 

On Tuesday, July 23, a deputation from the Directors 
of the Brandling Railway Company, aKreeably to appointment, 
met the Railway Committee appointed by the Council 'of this 
borough, to watch the progress of the works, and prevent any 
infringement of the puolic rights; and we have great pleasure 
in Mating, that the demands of the Committee were met by tlie 
deputation in the most liberal spirit, and that there is reason to 
believe that steps will be immediately taken by the Company 
to remove the grievances complained of. 

Mr. Thomas Douglas was, on Thursday, Julj 25, 
appointed postmaster of this town. 

From a dozen to twenty men were observed drilling 
in a private lane, at the outskirU of this town, on Thursday 
night, the 9/kh July. 

The Watch Committee of this Borough voted Mr. 
Usher, the superintendent of police, £6, as a mark of their 
confidence and approbatioo, and in compensation of extraordi. 
nary services. » 

• 

GATESHEAD DISPENSARY. 

A VACANCY in the office of Surgeon having oc- 
curred by the resignation of Mr. John Hogarth Hedley 
Notice » hereby given, that a special meeting of the Governors, 
of the Gateshead Dispensary will be held in the Town Hall, 
Oakwellgate, on Tuesday the 6th August, at 12 o'ck>ck, for the 
purpose of filling up the said vacancy. 
By order, 

W. H. BROCKETT, Secretary. 
Gateshead, July 23, 1839. 

^p* No Governor is allowed to vote whose subscription is 
in arrear. 

AN APPRENTICE WANTED. 

TO THE GOVERNORS OF THE GATESHEAD 
DISPENSARY. 

MY Lords, Ladies, and Gentlemen, — Mr. Hed- 
ley having resigned the office of Surgeon to the Gates- 
head Dispensary, I beg leave to offer myself as a Candidate for 
that situation ; and be assured, that should I be so fortunate as 
to obtain this appointment, nothing in mv power shall be want- 
ing in the fulfilment of its important duties. 
I have the homvur to be. 
My Lords, Ladies, and Gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 
HENRY FEATHERSTONHAUGH, 
Member of the Royal College of Surgeons, London. 

TO THE GOVERNORS OF THE GATESHEAD 
DISPENSARY. 

MY Lords, Ladies, and Gentlemen, — Under- 
BUndine that you intend to elect a SURGEON in the 
place of Mr. Hedlet, resigned, I beg to present myself as a 
candidate for the office. 

The facta of my having been re$ideni a year in Gateshead, 
and a candidate (uiough an unsuccessful one) for the situation 
of Apothecary to your valuable institution five yean ago, may 
perhaps be received as a sufficient explanation of my intention 



not to solicit you personally — an omission that might otherwise 
have been construed into cusrespect 

Should I be honoured by your election, no effort on my part 
shall be wanting to perform the duties devolving on me to 
your satisfaction. 

1 am, my Lords, Ladies, and Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient Servant, 

G. S. DIXON, M.R.C.S.L., and 
Licentiate of Apothecaries Hall. 
Gateshead, July 26th, 1839. 

CHARITY CARPET, 

FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE INFANT SCHOOL, 

GATESHEAD. 

UNDER THE PATRONAOB OF 
HER GRACE THE DUCHESS OK NORTHUMBERLAND. 
THE RIGHT HOX LADY RAVENS WORTH. 
THE HON. LADY WILLIAMSON. 

''pHIS splendid CARPET, worked by42laKes, will 
X be exhibited in the Academy of Arts, Blackett-street, on 
the 29Lh and 30th of July, for the benefit of the Infant School, 
Gateshead. As there will be a table of worsted work for sale, 
for the benefit of the charity, any fancy articles of canvass-work 
will be thankfully received, if sent to the Rectory House, Gates- 
head, on or before the 2lst of July. 

There will be a table of Ices and Refreshments. Fruit Cakes 
and Flowers will be most acceptable, if sent to the Academv 
of Arts, Blackett-street, on Monday, the 29tb,and Tuesday, thie 
30ih, before 10 o'clock. 

Doors will be open from 11 to 5 each day. Entrance, Is. 

BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

AT a numerous MEETING of the Watch Commit- 
tee of the Borough, held on the 22nd July, 1839, attended 
by the Justices of the Peace of the fiorough, 
Mr. MAYOR in the Chair, 
It was resolved unanimously , 

I'hat the violent outrage and breach of the peace which have 
recently been committed in Newcastle, combined with the highly 
excited state of the public mind in this bomugh and its environs, 
render it expedient, in order to insure the preservation of the 
peace, to make a considerable temporary addition to the police 
force ot th« borough. 

That sixteen additional policemen be immediately appointed, 
who shall go upon duty at such times and places as shall be di- 
rected by the Superintendent of Police, whose orders they are 
at all times implicitly to obey. 

That the police shall have especial instructions to apprehend 
and take before the Magistrates all able-bodied beggars found 
within the borough. 

The whole of Uie Committee present, not of the Magistracy, 
enrolled themselves as special constables. 

The Magistrates sit at the Town Hall daily at eleven o'clock, 
when persons desirous oi being enrolled as special i*onstable$» 
may be sworn.— Town Hall, Gateshead, July 22nd, 1839. 

BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

THE Magistrates of the Borough of Gateshead, in 
consequence of the alarm at present existing among the 
peaceable Inhabitants thereof, caused by the late riotous jm>- 
ceedings in Newcastle, hereby warn all manner of Persons m>m 
Meeting and Assembling toother in anv of the Public Places, 
Streets, or Thoroughfares of this Borough; and NoUee is hereby 
givent that if any such Meetings shall be held within this 
Borough, the law will be enforced against all those who shall 
take any part therein. JOHN BARRAS, Mavor. 

Gateshead, July 27, 1839. 

BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

INFORMATION havingr been received bj her 
Mi^esty's Justices of the Peace that certain persons have 
been lately unhiwfully assembled in the borough of Gateshead, 
for the purpose of MILITARY TRAINING AND £X£R. 
CISE, NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that all persons 
assembling as aforesaid are liable to be Transported or Impri- 
soned; and all well disposed persons are hereby requested to 
i aid and assist the Magistrates in the discovery and apprehen- 
> sion ot the Oflenders. JOHN BARRAS, Mayor. 

Gateshead, July 27, 1839. 
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BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

THE MAYOR and MAGISTRATES of Gates- 
bead request the SPECIAL CONSTABLES of the 
tMHoagh, to assemble at the Town Hall» on Monday eTening, 
at seven o'clock. 
Gateshead, Aug. 2nd, 1839. 

TO THE GOVERNORS OF THE GATESHEAD 
DISPENSARY. 

MY LoEDs, Ladies, and Gentlemen, — ^A yacancv' 
having occurred in the Office of Surgeon to your insti- 
totioD, I b^ respecthiUy to oAer myself as a Candidate, and to 
solicit the &vour of your support at the election, on Tuesday 
the «th instaot. 

I have the honour to remain, 

My Lords, Ladies, and Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient servant, 

L E. FEATHLRSTON, M.D. 
Member of the Royal College of Surgeons, London. 
9, Newgate-street 

Mr. Botcherby, of the Duo Cow, in this boroa^h, 
having resolved to retire from * public life," gave his friends a 
Farewell Dinner on Tuesday, Aug. 6. The entertainment was 
of the first order, and the party spent a pleasant night 

The election of a Sur||reon to the Gateshead Dispen- 
sary— Ta vacancy having occurred by the resignation or Mr. 
John Hogarth nedl^O — ^tM>k place at a special general meeting 
of the governors, on Tuesday, August 6, in the town-hall— the 
Mayor of Gateshead in the chair. There were two candidates 
proposed, viz., Mr. Henry Featherstonhaugh, by Ralph Wylam, 
Esq., seconded by James PoUock, Esq., and Dr. mtherston, 
by the Rev. John Collinson, seconded by John Fairbaim, Esq. 
At the close of the poll, there appeared for the former 34, and 
for the latter d5 votes ; whereupon Dr. Featherston was de- 
clared duly elected. 

At the anniversaiy meeting of the Church Missionary 
Association in Gateshead, held in St Edmund's chapel, on the 
Sth August, (the Rev. John Collinson, M.A., rector, in the chair^ 
affecting apoeals in behalf of the heathen were made by the 
Rev. C. floagson, M.A, (rector of Barton-le- Street, and secre- 
tary for the northern districts,) the Rev, J. Collinson, James 
Edgecome, Esq., collector ol customs in this port, and the Rev. 
F. W. Bewsher, curate of Gateshead FeU. The sum of £5 
was collected on the occasion, besides subscriptions of £ I Is, 
from Mr. John Greene, and 5s. from ^r. Pringle. 

An Irish Lettehwriter. — For some time past, an 
Irishman, named Ward, has made several applications at the 
Gateshead post-office, to ascertain if a letter had arrived for 
him, promising not only to pay the postage, but also to " thrate" 
the postmaster '* like a jintleman£ when the expected epistle 
was forthcoming. At length, on Tuesday, a letter came, oear. 
ing the following address >^ Bame Ward Gateshid Post offis 
if Borne cant be fonnd bv the same token the post man may 
open it and tell borne what it monet !!!* 

THE GATESHEAD TOWN COUNCIL. 
p JOHH BABaAS, Esq. Mam, 
couvcxLLOSS. 6r«haiD,E/' p MataUtt, B. 
eri0ne,Xo«baa p Prioe, Joseph 
p HyoMTB, Jas. p Bobtoa, B. 

Hymarty Wm. Bowntraa, W. 
p Kenmir, W. p Wight, John 
p Lifter, John p Wylam, B. 
CTbote marked p were present. 1 
Thb Council met on Wednesday, August 7.->A Report of the 
Railway Committee was presented, detailing the subjects dis- 
cussed at a conference with the deputation from the Brandling 
Junction Railway Company, consisting of Messrs, Nichol, B. 
Johnson, and Brandling, liie subjects consisted of a long cata- 
logue of engagements broken and nuisances committed. No 
result, however, was communicated, the proposals of the depu- 
tation not being yet confirmed by the Company; but Mr. 
Kenmie, a member of the Committee, stated, that the depu- 
tation exoected that every demand would be acceded to, except 
the opemng out of Garaen-street Mr. LisTsm said that be 
did not perceive any symptoms of improvement yet Mr. 
Wtlam thought a refresner of their memory would be usefuL 
The feelinc of the Council appeared to be, that a little time 
ahoold still be given them. Ne official eommuaication having 
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been received from the Company, it was resolved, on the motion 
of Mr. Kenmir, seconded by Mr. CouT, that the Town Clerk 
be instnicted to apply for the same. 

The TowK Clekk reported that he had received a letter 
from the Town Clerk of Newcastle, stating, most unequivocally, 
that the terms proposed with rtKaid to the new fiiA-market 
were accepted by the Newcastle Council, and that, in conse- 
quence, the amount for the old materials had been paid. 

V'arious orders of the Watch Committee, with respect to the 
late increase of the police — a remuneration of £5 voted to Mr. 
Usher— a contract with Mr. Bayes, for lighting the Itoronrh 
lamps — a recommendation of the Magistrates for the immedi- 
ate lighting of the lamps, and the compliance of the Committee 
therewith— various payments of accounts — a contract with Mr. 
Brett for policemen s clothes— were confirmed on the motion of 
Mr. Davis, bcconded by Mr. BaocKETT-HEdteran observation 
of Mr. Price, that 5s. 3d. per stone-block, which had been 
^ven by the Committee, was an unjust price— and an explana. 
tion, that the blocks had been obtamed by public tender. 

A Report of the Finance Committee stated that the borough, 
rate ot £69 fis. 5d., parable on the !Mth of July last, had not 
been paid, and that the amount of outrtanding accounts due 
from the Council was £66 7s. ; to meet which, there was the 
watch rate now in course of collection, £68, and the borough, 
rate, now overdue, £69 6s. 6d.; leaving a surplus of £70 19s. 
ftd. — ^The Report recommended, in consequence of the extra- 
ordinary expense atUmding the police, that a borough-rate of 
three halfpence per pound should be levied. Confirmed, on the 
motion of Mr. Fairbairn, seconded by Mr. Ralph Wtlam, 
after a conversation as to the propriety of having a new return 
of rateable value from the overseers of Gateshead and Hew. 
ortb, which the Council did not consider necessary at present 
Mr. Cummins stated, that the last borough-rate, he believed, 
was now paid. 

Copies of several Bills now before Partiament were laid on 
the table: they had been sent by Mr. Rippon, the Member of 
the Borough, with a letter expressing his readiness to send 
copies, at all times, of Bills before Parliament 

Mr. Price complained that he had paid certain rates twice 
over. He had appealed to the Watch Committee, without 
effect, but he wished to have the opinion of the Town Clerk 
and the Council as to the refundment of the money. He 
handed in a paper, which he moved that the Town Clerk 
should md. Seconded by Mr. James Htmers. 

It was objected that Mr. Price ought to read his own state, 
ments ; hut on a division it was decided by 6 to 5 that the 
paper be read officially.— The paper referred to certain incor- 
rect assenments, &c. double payments, amounting to 45 shil- 
lings, which he had made at \*anous times since 1836. 

Ailer a good deal of explanation by Mr. Price, the subject 
dropped. 

Mr. Price moved, that a narrow lane, called East Bailey, 
chare, but better known by an odoriferous nickname, be opened 
out, and that the Foo^nOIi Committee be requested to see it 
done. 

Mr. Brockett stated, that orders bad been given some days 
ago to have the road put right. 

Mr. Price then brought forward the case of another road 
encroached upon, viz., from Mr. David Scott's shop in Bottle- 
bank to Church-street. — Reference to the Encroachment Com. 
mittee. 

Mr. Price then referred to a nuisance in Pipewellgate, the 
heavy rains having brought down many cartloads of rubbish 
from the bank-top into the road below. 

Mr. Kenmir and Mr. Cout, as surveyors, promised to look 
to this. 

Mr. Price also referred to the paling before Mr. Barras*s 
property, and protested against any jfiayment being made out 
of toe borough-fund, for any alteration of the paling. 

Mr. Brockett said, as encroachment inquiries seemed to 
be the order of the day, he would inquire of^the Town Clerk, 
if the flight of steps and iron palisades in fh>nt of Mr. Prioe'i 
house in Higb-street had been placed there by permission of 
the commissioners ; and if so. If any acknowledgment had 
been paid; to which the Town Clerk replied, that no per- 
mission had been granted, but that the steps and palisades 
were placed contrary to an express order of the commissioners, 
and no acknowledgment had been paid. 

Mr, Kenmir thought, as the Councillors were now reform- 
ing themselves, the watering-place at the end of Pipewellgate, 
blocked up witn Mr. J. Hymen's chalk, should be looked to. 
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Mr. Hymbrs said, that b« was only tenant of the place, and 
be was not sure that it was not private property. A motion was 
however earned, that the obstruction should be nemoved. 

The Council then adjourned to the 11th of September. 

TO THE ELECTORS OF THE BOROUGH OF 
GATESHEAD. 

(^ ENTLEMEN,— Another Session of Parliament is 
T weU-nigh concluded ; and as thorse circumstances which 
have induced my late absence from Gateshead, compel a short 
prolongation of that proceeding, I deem it my duty thus pub- 
lichr to notice the cause, and save myself from suspicion of in- 
difllerence or disrespect towards you. 

Some may blame my course — others may mistake the feeling 
which prompts its adoption. The hazarding of public honour, 
by an unusual consideration for private position, has been 
charged against me as evidence of folly ; wnile the conduct of 
others, who, being in a situation similar to my own, maintain 
their bearing as public men, without regard for individual con- 
dition, has been presseck for my example. But, however this 
practice be sanctioned by custom, or dignified by aristocratical 
adoption. I am satisfied that every man 0Mffh$ to feel himself 
disgraced and hum bkd,. whilst unable to discharge his just oh- 
ligations to his fellow-men; and, therefore, 1 prefer my own 
course, however unused, thus obeving the impulse of my heart, 
and the dictates of my honest judgment 

Some may imagine that I seek to avoid your presence. Little 
do they know of me,, who venture to thiuk thus.. Not a day, 
nor an hour shall elapse, after I attain that positioa when I can 
stand boldlv before the world, ere I hasten to Gateshead, there 
to render tne account of my stewardship — ^to explain my pro- 
ceedings from the hour when we parted — to give every infor- 
mation—to meet every charge— to challenge scrutiny— and to 
call for your verdict. I will not seek commiseration by letters 
or addresses — I will not plead for concession, or conciliate ad- 
vocacy, throuffh the medium of friends— but I will come before 
you to ask a fair hearing, an impartial judgment, and simple 
justice. 

All who know my sentiments are fullv aware, that I attach 
no value to the honorary name, or individual distinction, which 
gives tinsel importance to the office which I hold. My ambition 
is. to be proved faithful towards you, and to those principles 
which 1 have ever avowed. I desire uotir declaration of 
having been an honest public servant, that thus» when it be 
your pIcas4iEe to dispense with my services, [ may retire from 
political life with the same character which fint commended 
me to your favour. 

Believe that I am. Gentlemen, 

Youi faithful friend and servant, 

London, August 7, 1839. CUTHBERT RIPPON. 

TO THE GOVERNORS OF THE GATESHEAD 
DISPEJ^^SARY. 

MY Lords, Ladies, aND Gentlemen, — Permit 
me to tender my most grateful acknowledgements for 
the honour you have kindly conferred upon me, in electing me 
Surgeon to your valuable Institution. 
I have the honour to remain. 

My Lords, Ladies, and Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 
9, Newgate-street. J. G. rEATHEKSTON. 

BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 
NOTICE TO SPECIAL CONSTABLES. 

THE Mayor and Magistrates of the Borough of 
Gateshead do hereby require the Attendance, without fail 
of the whole of the Special Constables of the said Borough, on 
Mondmt next, the I2th day of AiifluU instant, at the Town 
Uall, in Oakwellgate,.at half-past six o'clock in the evening. 
Gateshead, Aug. 9-, 1839. JOHN BARRAS, Mayor. 

BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

CAUTION.— The Mayor and Magistrates of the 
Borough of Gateshead, do hereby give Notice to all well- 
disposed workmen, that every necessary protection will be af. 
forded them in the pursuit of their several oocupationB ; and all 
manner of persons are hereby warned from intimidatinir or 
otherwise interfering with workmen in the discbarge of ueir 
duties to their employers, as the utmost penaUia of the kaa 



will be enforced against any one so oflending, and against sucfr 
siTvants as shall absent themselves, without sufficient cause, 
from the service of their masters. 

JOHN BARRAS, Mayor. 
Police Office, Gateshead, 10th August, 1839. 

The first locomotive-engine to pass the bridge over 
the principal street in this borough, built by the Brandling 
Junction Railway Company, has been, most appropriately, the 
Brandliny^ Subsequently, a magnificent engine, constructed 
by Messrs. Hawthorn, and named the Mountain, has been used 
for an experimental trip from the inclined-plane in Gateshead 
to Brocktey Whins, where the line crosses toat of the Stanhope 
and Tvne Railway ; and it is anticipated that the whole line 
from this town to Shields and Sunderland will be opened early 
in September. 

Two or three householders of tliis borough were, on 
Friday, Aug. 10, fined £5 each by the Magistrates, for refusing 
to accept the office of special constoible ; and we understand it is 
intended to enforce attention to the appointments which have 
been made. The number sworn in amounts to upwards of 2S0. 
In Newcastle, nearly IfiOO are enrolled. 

Libel on tub Win laton, Whickham, and Rtton 
Magistrates.— An address from Mr. George H. Ramsay 
to Mr. Charles John Bigge, in reference to an anonymous 
communication in the Newcastle Journal of Saturday, Aunist 
U, reflecting upon the acting Magistrates of Winlaton and iu 
vicinity, will be found in our advertising columns ; and we be^ 
to request the attention of our readers thereto. Deeply as we 
regret the ii\)ustice done to Messrs. Williamson, Ramsay, and 
Lamb, by their brother Magistrate, we feel we may safely leave 
the DMitter in question between them to be settled by them, 
selves. Our present business is with a personage of a widely 
diffisreat caste — ^a professional sponsor of vituperation, whose 
mercenary mendacity has at last reached its climax. The in- 
jurious statements of the " Durham Freeholder" [Mr. Bigge] — 
statements which the writer has since acknowledged to be un- 
founded — were declared by the notorious editor of the JoumaL 
upon his ** own knowledge," to be correct. The oft-castigated 
caterer to the depraved appetites of Toryism, was ready, as 
usual, to bear his valuable testimony to the correctness of any 
assertion by which the repuution of liberal Magistrates could 
be sullied — he was ready to purchase, in the ** way of business,** 
the mistatements of his correspondents, by prostituted averments, 
on his ** own knowledjre," of their correctness. From so vile 
an insects however, this was only to be expected. The hireling 
libeller of virtuous and defenceless woman*>the envenomed 
violator of the domestic hearth — the ruthless bravo of a coward 
party — was precisely the kind of materials to become the ready 
recipient and industrious disseminator of any misrepresenta- 
tions by which pay or patronage could be acquired. Anony. 
mous assailants will now know where to find ** a friend—^ 
need." When character is to be assassinated, the Journal can 
furnish a " witness" ready to dispose of his ** own knowledge* 
to the highest bidder, in furtherance of the pious purposes for 
which that newspaper was established. How humiliating to a 
gentleman like Mr. Bigge to have his name associated with 
such a nuisance ! 

On Wednesday evening, the committee of the Gates- 
head Mechanics* Institute took into consideration the instruc- 
tion of the meeting of members, held in the previous week ; 
and, after due consideration, it was resolvedythat the Secretaries 
(Mr Kell and Mr. Brady). Mr. Garbutt, and Mr. Clepban, be 
requested to wait upon the committee of the Newcastle Me- 
chanics' Institute, and invite their co-operation, first, in making 
arrangements for an Exhibition of Models of Machinery, 
Works of Art, kc for tho reereatioa and instruction of the in- 
habitanU, and the pecuniary advantages of the two institutions ; 
and, secondly, in promoting a union of the Mechanics* Institutes 
of Northumberland and Durham, for the purpose of obtaining 
eminent lecturers on the most advantageous terms. 

» 

OPENING OF THE BRANDLING JUNCTION 
RAILWAY. 

FaiDAT, August 30, was a proud day for all interested in this 
important undertaking, the Directors and a party of friends 
having not only proceeded along the whole line, out carried with, 
them a car^o of coals for the Jtme of Aberdeen, lying to re- 
oeive them in the commodious docks at Wearmouth ; this being' 
the first cargo of ** black diamonds " ever shipped at this post 
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from Newcaiitle. About deven o'clock, the followinjc gentle, 
men connected with the company left the station in Gates- 
head :— Dr. Hcadlam, W. Brandling, A. Nichol, W. Mather, 
R. Waters, J. Kirkley, J. Rcwcastle, A. Donkin, and A. 
Wood, Esqrs., and Messrs. Conlthard and Gills. There were 
no less than 61 waggons laden with South Beaumont's from 
Lord Kavensworth's collieries. The day was remarkably fine, 
and feelings of joy and satisfaction pervaded all parties. Ar- 
rived at Wearmouth, the directors were met by Sir Hedworth 
WilliamsoD and other gentlemen, who gave them a hearty 
welcome, while the first waggon-load of coals ran down the 
inclined plane towards the Jane, (which was dressed with flags 
from stem to stem.) amid the shouts of hundreds of spectators: 
and in an incredibly short space of time, the Jane nad a full 
cargo on board. After witnessing the discharge of a few wag. 
gons, and inspecting the machinery connected with the 
" drop," (which is admirably contrived,) the party proceeded to 
the offices connected with the dock, where Sir Hedworth's liber, 
aliur had provided an elegant cold collation, with champagne 
andother wines in profusion, to which abundant justice was done. 
In addition to Sir Hedworth and the gentlemen immediately 
connected with the railway, there were present, R. Ingham, 

Esq., M.P. for South Shields, Fawcett, W. Bolam, J. 

Buddie, Ellison, Harrison, sen. and jun., N.Wood, 

K^rs., kc. &c. amounting, on the whole, to upwards of fiO. 
'J'he Chairman (Sir Hedworth) proposed, as the first toast, 
** Success to the Brandling Junction Railway," and one of his 
guests then gave *<The Wearmouth Docks." Mr. Ingham 
then proposed ** Success to the General Trade of the Tyne and 
Wear,** coupled with Mr. Harrison's health. The other toasU 
were, « Mr. Buddie and the Coal Trade," «Mr. Wood" (the 
gentlemen who furnished the cargo), ** Mr. Harrison" (the engi. 
fleer), and <* Sir Hedworth Williamson." The directors then 
transacted some private business, after which the party pro- 
ceeded along the branch to South Shields, and from thence to 
Gateshead, delighted with the day's excursion, and hoped that 
the opening of this railway would be the means of bringing the 
spacious and convenient docks at Monk wearmouth into general 
use. Though the line is in an unfinished state, the carriages 
ran remarkably easy, giving room for the remark that this rail, 
way will be second to none in the kingdom. We understand 
that the whole line from Gateshead to South Shields and Monk 
wearmouth will be opened to the public on Thursday next 
We cannot conclude this brief notice without ofiering our thanks 
to Messrs. Rewcastle, Coulthard, Gill, and other officers of the 
company, for the kind facilities afforded to our reporter. 
-♦- 



ELECTION FOR THE BOROUGH OF GATES- 
HEAD.—NOTICE is hereby given, that EDWARD 
ERASTUS DEACON, THOMAS HORNCASTLE MAR- 
SHALL, and ROBERT WILFRED SKEFFINGTON LUT- 
WIDGE, Esqaires, the Barristers appointed to REVISE THE 
LISTS OF VOTERS for the Borough of Gateshead, wiU hold 
Courts for that purpose — 

At GATESHEAD, on Tuesday, the 24th day of September 
instant, at the Town Hall, at eleven o'clock in the forenoon. 

And all Town Clerks, Overseers of the Poor, aud others exe- 
cuting the duties of overseers for every parish, township and 
place within the said borough, are hereby summoned and re. 
quired to attend at the opening of the said courts, and then and 
tnere to produce all lists, rates, and other documents in their 
custody, pursuant to the provisions of the statue in that behalf. 
And all persons having anything to do at any of the said Courts, 
are hereby summoned and required to give there attendance at 
the time and place above-mentioned. 

Dated this 2nd day of September, 1839. 
♦ 

The Bishop of Durham deliyered a yerj impresnye, 
and, as usual with bis lordship, veiy liberal termon, in St. Mary's 
church, in this borough, on Sunday, September 1, in aid of the 
repairs of the church; after which, a collection, amounting to 
£26 13s. 9idn was made. We regret to find that the expense 
incurred by the churchwardens in respect of these repairs is 
much greater than was calculated upon ; and as cbureh-rates 
have been given up in Gateshead by common consent, it can 
only be defrayed by voluntary oontnbution. We have already 
expressed our disapproval of the mode which the chureh. 
wardens have thought piuner to adopt in this business, by first 
incurring expense, and tnen asking the public to defniy it 
We still think it would have been much better had they pre. 
yiously consulted their feUow.parishioners, to whose purses 



they knew they would have ultimatel^r to apply; but we do not 
wisn to punish any set of men for doing their duty to the best 
of their discretion and ability. We hope, therefore, that the 

ale of Gateshead will not allow them to be losers by their 
sble exertions to render an ancient place of worship 
worthy of the wealthy and influential persons who are accus- 
tomed to resort to it. 

The annual examination of the boys of the Chapel 
School, Gateshead^took place on Friday, Sept. 6, when the Kev. 
Messrs. CollinsenyBennett, and Anderson, (toe rector and curates 
of the parish,) and several other gentlemen, were in attendance 
The worthy rector, at the close of the examination, addressed 
the children in terms of congratulation on the progress which 
they were making under their master, Mr. Clifibrd. The num- 
ber examined amounted to 180. 

The Gateshead deputation waited upon the commit- 
tee of the Newcastle Mechanics' Institute, on Monday evening, 
September 9, when, after discussion, it was resolved, that a 
joint-committee should be formed^ to take into consideration 
the propriety of forming an Exhibition for the benefit of the 
Newcastle and Gateshttd Mechanics' institutes, and of orga* 
nizing a union of the northern institutions geneially,. for the 
purposes of lectures. 

The illumination of tbe clock of St Mary's Church, i 
in this borough — an improvement long since recommended by 
the O&sertwr, as of the first consequence, not onl^ to the in- 
habitants, but to the thousands of persons using the river Tyne— ' 
has been determined upon by the Town Council. 

On Tuesday, a new ship, called. The M^Leod^ 
burthen 25 keels, built for the Gateshead and Tyne Shipping 
Company, was launched from the shipbuilding ground of 
Messrs. Austin and Mills, of Sunderland. She went off the 
stocks in gallant style, and when settled in tbe water looked 
remarkably well. Her symmetry and capabilities have, we are 
informed, been much admired. She appears a strong and well- 
built ship, and reflects great credit on the taste and ability of 
the builders. She is intended for the southern trade. 
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THE GATESHEAD TOWN COUNCIL. 
p John Baxius, Esq. Mayor. 
COUNCILLORS. Graham, E. Matcbitt, 6. 

Greene, Joshua Price, Joseph 
p HTmers, Jas. Kobeon, R. 
p Hymen, Wm. p Rowntree, W. 
p Kenmir, Wm. Wight, John 
p Lister, John p Wylam, R. 

, _ . [Those marked p were present 1 

The Council met by adioumm^nt on Wedne5)day, Sept 11. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read by the Town Clebk, 
who stated, in answer to Mr. Rowntree, that the borough- 
rate due at the last meeting had been paid. 

The Railway Committee reported the following communioa. 
tion, which htui been received from the Directors of the Brand- 
ling Junction Railway Company, in reference to the numerous 
complaints which luul been made by the Council against the 
Company : — 

A ta XCsettng of Direetors, on Friday, the 10th of Angost, 1639, J. W. 

Williamson, Esq. in the chair, 

Aemf, a eopr of the Order of Council of the Borough of Gateshead, 

made ou the 10th alt,having relbrenoe to eertain saf^Jeots therein named. 

The same having been taken ioto oonsidenaion, together with Messrs. 

Nichol, Johnson, and Brandling's atatemenC (rf the result of their con. 

ference with the Borough Railway Committee, 

Bet&tetdf—l. That Mr. Wood be instructed to wait upon the Borough 
Railway Committee, as to widening and cutting down West^traet. 

5. Thata footpath and watercourse be made fkom the fbotof Melbourne 
street to West sticct, 

3. That the IMrcctors have not the power to intsribre with the footoath 
from the Methodiet chapel in Melbounie^trcet to West.street, without 
Mr. Ellison's permission. 

4. That if the Council will And the ground, the Directors will sink a 
well, and put In a pump, at the Ibot of West^treeL 

A. That the bridges across West^street and at Graham's comer be 
caulked forthwith, and the ftMtpath under the latter attended to. 

6. That the footpath acxoes Greene's Field be improved. 

7. That Kelly's wells be made accessible, as proposed by the Council. 

8. That the sum of /8 be paid to the Council, as compensation for 
damage to the flagging in Oakwellgale, and £^ in Ken of repairing the 



flMging in West-street. 

97 That the road to the quay at 

soon as an arrangement can be got with the proprietors of adjoining 



t the road to the quay at tbe end of Hillgate will be made, so 



loTrhat the Directors cannot agree to pay half the exi>enM of scuing 
back the rails in front of the houses hi Higbatrrat, ooonpied by Messrs. 
Brady and Smith. 
• The Railway Committee had also had an interview with Mr. 
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Nicholas Wood, and with him had inspected the various parts 
of the borough in which the pntceeoings of the Brandling 
Company were complained of; and the result of the conference 
and sarvey was as follows : — 

1. Mr. Wood agreed that the road in WetC-street should be out down 
18 ii^cbe* opposite the end of Ellison-street, and ft-om thenoe by a gra« 
dual ascent to Mrs. Ludlow's hoase on the south, and bj a gradual 
descent on the north to the lamp in front of Mr. Swinburne's gatM. The 
qoeetion as to the palins on the west side of West-straet, from Mr. 
Bewick's house northwanb, is to stsnd over until Mr. Ellison's anivaL 
The condition as to widening the street to stand in connexion with it 

8. Mr. Wood agreed that the footpath and wateroonrse, from the foot 
of Melboorae-street to Weat-street, should be forthwith made, and the 
road ou the weat of the railway<eroasing raised, and made in such 
manner thai the channel on the south side should be complete. 

3. That the footpath from the Methodist chapel in Melbouma-tUreet to 
West^treei shall be sloped down at the east end. 

4. That a well shall be sunk, and a pump put in, at the north side of 
the western abutment of the railway bridge, at the foot of West-strsei. 

5. That the bridges across Wcat^trset, and at the south-east eomer of 
Greene's Field, shall be caulked, and the footpath underneath the latter 
altered in such manner that the water shall not stand on it. Tliat the 
watercourse shall be so altered as to reduce the quantity of water there, 
and that a man shall be appointed to attend to the scToral roads and 
walereoiunses aboTe>mentioned, and keep them clean and free from 
obatmetion. 

0. That the footpath anross Greene's Field be improred, and the 
breast-wall on the north side of thatfield rebuilt, so as to prevent soil and 
toil and rubbish bdng carried into Pipewellgate by floods. 

7. That on examining the position of the rails in front of the houses 
Noa. 808 and 803, HigtahStrMt, in eonn«o«ion with the position of the 
pier of the railway -bridge, the same shall be set back so as to pressif 
the line of the footpath. 

8. The Committee had a long consultation with Mr. Wood as to the 
improvement of the road from Oakwellgate to the railway-quajr at the 
east end of HtUgate, and as to the use of that quay by the public— «nd 
pwtloulaiiy as to the rate of quay dues thereon; but no conclusion was 
come to upon the sul^eot. 

A letter from the Newcastle and Carlisle Railway Company 
was read, to the effect that orders had been given to the Engi< 
neer of the Company to carry into immediate effect the engage- 
ments of the Company with respect to the watering-place at 
Uie Pothouse-quay. 

Various orders oi the Watch Committee were read. Amongst 
others, one for the discontinuance of ten of the extra nieht- 
police which were lately appointed— the excitement which bad 
existed prior to their appointment having died away. During 
the consideration of these orders, Mr. Kenmir complained, 
that a member of the Watch Committee— a person, too, who 
had signed and approved of the watch-rate— had been accusing 
some of his fellow-membersof the Watch Committee of having 
altered or erased the flares in the rate- book; and he (Mr. K.) 
now called upon Mr. Lister (the party referred to) to substantiate 
the charge. Mr. Listbr admitted that he had referred to 
erasures and alterations, but he did not know whether they 
had been made prior or subsequent to the allowance of the rate. 
The Town Clerk explained, that there were alterations in 
the book, but every one of them had been made, and his initials 
attached to them, previous to the rate being signed. The rate 
had been referred to and examined by a sub-committee, and the 
suggestions of that sub-committee had been attended to; but 
every alteration was made previous to the signing of the rate. 
The rate-book was signed by John Lister, Ralph Wylam, 
Thomas Cummins, Joshua Greene, and Thomas Wilson. Mr. 
Kbnmir thought it very strange, that any party who had 
signed the rate as correct, should afterwards appeal against his 
own assessment; and Mr. Rowntree consioered it passing 
strange, that of the parties in whose favour the assessment had 
been altered, four should be Councillors— a circumstance ver^ 
much calculated to create suspicion in the minds of the consti- 
tuency with respect to the purity of the CounciL Mr. Lister 
(one of the parties alluded to) admitted that he had signed the 
r%te, but his property had been improperly assessed^ and all he 
wanted was what was right The assessment on his property 
had been only reduced to the real amount of rent The Mayor 
expressed his surprise^ that a person who had signed the assess- 
ment, should afterwards appeal against his own act Mr. 
Rowntree moved, that the alterations made in the watch- 
rate be not confirmed until the next meeting of the Council ; 
which was seconded by Mr. James Hymers. Mr. W. 
Htmers knew Mr. Lister's property ,'and could state, from his 
own knowledge, that the nominal rent of it was much larger 
than could be calculated upon. — Mr. Rowntree's motion was 
ultimately carried, and the other orders of the Watch Com. 
mittee confirmed. 

The police-force of the borough — [the triumvirate to which 
we have alluded id a previous number of the Observer}^ii ap- 
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peared, is to be taken into consideration at the next meeting of 
the Watch Committee. 

Mr. Kenmir inquired if there was a Market Committee 
belonging to the Council, as there seemed a great desire, on the 
part of the public, for the establishment ot a market The 
Town Clerk said, there was a committee; and Mr. Rown- 
tree said it had met two or three times lately. 

After this, a long and not uninteresting conversation took 
places as to the present state, condition, and prospects of the 
parish-dock. Uncle Toby would have Seen most amused had 
he been present The poor clock, it seemed, was in despair, the 
Churchwardens not having funds, and the Council hardly 
having power, to wind her up. The Watch Committee, taking 

i>ity upon the impotency of the Church authorities, had asked 
or estimates of the probable expense of repairing the neglected 
machine, and presented the result of their labours. Mr. 
Alderman Pollock, Councillor Wylam, and, of course, the 
Churchwardens, thought the clock ought to be placed under 
the protection of the Council ; whilst, on the other hand, Mr. 
Alderman Wilson, Mr. Rowntree. and Mr. Davis, were of 
opinion, that it belonged to the church, and ought to be main- 
tained thereby. Eventually, two motions were submitted to the 
meeting — one by Mr. Pollock, seconded by Mr. Brockbtt, 
that the clock be repaired and maintained, minute hands 
attached, and the &ces illuminated with gas, out of the borough- 
rate, as a public convenience^— and another by Mr. Rown- 
TREE, seconded by Mr. Wilson, that £20 be subscribed 
towards carrying that object into efiect It was thought that a 
subscription should be raised, and a paper was handed round' 
for the purpose ; but it was argued successfully, that if the 
benefit was a puUic one, it ought to be paid for by thepublic. 
Mr. Davis protested against the proposal, unless the Council 
would agree to give Gateshead Tell a dock ; to which Mr. 
Brockbtt repliM, that the Council would be obliged, in fair- 
ness, to illuminate anv clock which the people of Gateshead 
Fdl should set up. The motion of Mr. Pollock was carried by 
8 to 3; and Mr. Rowntrbb eave notice, that at the next 
meeting of the Council, he would move, that a lock-up house 
be built at Wrekenton, and a clock placed on the top or it. ' 

The Town Clerk reported, that the Encroachment Com- 
mittee had agreed to the alteration of a footoath between 
Bottle-bank and Church-street, through Mr. David Scott's 
property; which was confirmed on the motion of Mr. W. 
Hymers, seconded bv Mr. Kenmir. 

After the reading ot a letter from Mr. Fox Maule, inquiring 
as to Borough Courts, and one from the Birmingham Council, 
praying the co-operation of Gateshead in resisting the Birming- 
ham Police BiU— and a notioe from the Town Clerk, that the 
burgess-lists had been affixed to the town-hall doors— that the 
Heworth voters were disfranchised by neglect of the parish- 
officers — and that all persons desirous of claiming to be placed 
on the buraess list, must give in their claims on or hefore 
Saturday Ithit day] — the Council adjourned to the 16th of 
October. 

» 

The Gateshead Fell Annual Show of Dahlias was 
held on Monday, Sept 16, at Mr. Hetherington's, Gateshead 
Arms Inn, when the prizes were awarded as follows :— For the 
best variegated (Glory of Plymouth), Mr. Albert Errington ; 
second- best ditto (Marchioness of Tavistock), Mr. Thomas Lid. 
dell; best sdf-coloured (Suffolk Hero), Mr. George Ismay; 
second-best ditto (Trafalgar), Mr. John Ford ; three best va- 
riegated (Marchioness Tavistock, Conoueror of Europe, and 
another), Mr. John Ford ; three second-best (Reliance, Beauty 
of Kiagscote, and Dodd's Maiy\ Mr. A. Errington ; three best 
self-coloured (Marquis of Lothian, Suflblk Hero, and Victory), 
BCr. Thomas Coulson ; three second-best ditto (Primrose, Mar- 
quis of Lothian, and Climax), Mr. Albert Errington ; six best 
of different sorts, Mr. A. Errington ; six second-best ditto, Mr. 
G. Ismay ; twdve best ditto» Mr. A. Errington ; twdve second- 
best ditto, Mr. G. Ismay : best seedling (Beau^ of Ravens- 
worth Vale), Mr. Albert Errington ; best device (a peacock), 
Mr. Thomas LidddL The flowers exhibited were of the most 
splendid description, and the decision of the judges (Messrs. 
Bates, Lister, and Wilson.) gave the greatest satisfaction to 
the competitors. Mr. Lidddl^s device exdted the nnaualifled 
prsise and admiradoa of the numerous and respectable visi- 
tors. The company afterwards partook of a cold collation ; 
and during the eiroulation of the (^lass, the health of the jnd^, 
the three veteran floristo of the neighbourhood, was drunk with 
the greatest enthusiasm. 
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BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 
The following is a copy of the treasurer's acconnts for the 
year ending August 31, 1839, prepared in compliance with 
5 & 6 William lY., cap. 76, sec. 93 :— 

RECEIPTS. 
Balance in hand on the 3l8t Septem- 
ber, 1838, £66 1 3 

RENTS, tolls; AND DUES. 

Rent of new fish market, from Idth 
October, 1838, to Ladyday, 1839, 
at £30 per annum; minus, re- 
ceipt stamp 6d., £13 13 2 

Stallage in July, August, 

and September, 3 6 6 

Ditto in October, Novem- 
ber, and December, .... 3 7 

Ditto in January, February, 
and March, .*. 3 3 8 

Ditto in April, May, and 

June, .* 3 10 10 

13 I 6 

26 14 8 

BOROUGH RATES. 

High Constable, for two borough 
rates, chaj'ged on that part of 
Heworth which is within the bo- 
rough, 4 18 3 

Borough rate of a penny per pound, 
payable 1st NoTember, 1838, .... 138 13 I 

Orerseers of the parish of Gateshead : 
borough-rate of a penny per pound, 
payable 27th April, 1839, 136 5 2 

Ditto, borough-rate of a halfpenny 
per pound, payable 24th July, 1839, 68 2 7 

Balance of half year's watch-rate, 
due 24th June, 1838, 18 15 7 

Half-year's watch-rate, due 24th De- 
cember, 1838, 68 17 1 

On account of half a year's watch- 
rate, due 24th June, 1839, 40 

475 11 9 

INTEREST AND MONET BORROWED. 

Interest on account of cash in the 

treasurer's hands, 1 6 11 

Cash transferred from the Gateshead 
Street Act Commissioners' fund, 
as an advance to meet the expense 
of building the new fish market 

and police sUtion, 182 8 6 

183 15 5 



£752 3 1 



PAYMENTS. 

SALARIES, PENSIONS, AND ALLOWANCES TO MUNICIPAL 

OFFICERS. 

William Kell, town-clerk, H year's 
salary, at £80 per annum, due Ist 
April, 1839, £100 

Messenger for summoning Council 

Meetings, Ill 

101 11 

RENTS, RATES, TAXES, AND INSURANCES. 

Thomas Easton, for a year's rent of 

town-hall and police-oflSce, 21 

Taxes and cesses for town-faall and 

police-offices, 1 16 2 

22 16 2 

POLICE AND CONSTABLES. 

For policemen's wages, 246 4 9 

James Botcherby, for clothes for po- 
licemen, , 11 11 

Robert Lister, for boots for policemen, 18 

J. Colling & Son, for hats for po- 
licemen, 1 8 

John Colman, for oil for watchmen's 
lanterns, 7 12 

George Jobling, turner, for police- 
men's staves, 3 4 

John Usher, superintendant of police, 
for extraordinary diligence, and for 
wounds and injuries received in 

the discharge of Ids duty, 5 

276 7 9 

REPAIRS, £CC. 

Charles John Pearson, for repairs at 

town hall, 14 

William Humble, for glass for win- 
dows in town hall, 7 

1 1 

MARKETS AND PAIRS. 

C. J. Pearson, for mason work, in 
building fish market and police 
station, 116 I 8 

Forster Walker, on account of joiner 
work at fish market and police 
station, 80 

Corporation of Newcastle, for old ma- 
terials on site of ditto, 28 

Corporation of Newcastle, for half a 

year's ground rent of ditto, 2 10 

226 11 8 

PRINTING, ADYERTISINO, STATIONERY, &C. 

Lowtliin & Douglas, for printing, . . 18 5 6 
Lowthin & Douglas, for advertising 

in Gateshead Observer, 15 3 6 

Mary Stephenson, for printing, .... 3 7 
J. & R. Akenhead, for printing and 

stationery, 9 18 

46 14 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Elizabeth Usher, for cleaning town 
hall and police-offices for one year 
and a quarter, 15 12 

Thomas Newton, for coals for town 
haU, 7 16 

Town-clerk, for payments made by 
him on account of the Council, as 
per his cash book, 13 6 

Joseph Fairs, poundage for (Collecting 

watchrate, 3 8 8 

40 I 3 

Balance in Treasurer's hands, 37 3 

£752 3 1 
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Gatbsbbad Reoistratioii for the Codntv. — It 
will be gratifpng to the Reformers of this county to learn that 
the libera] cause has made considerable progress* in Gateshead 
since the latx election. In 1837, 907 electors in the parish of 
Gateshead voted for Mr. Liddell, and 103 for Sir William 
Cbaytor, being a maforitj of Tory over Reformers of 45. On 
examining the register, as now revised, the 307 voters for Mr. 
Liddell will be found to be reduced to 100, whilst the 103 for 
Sir Wm. Chaytor are only reduced to 143, showing a clear gain 
to the liberal cause, since the election, of twentt-sbvkn 

TOTES ! ! ! 

The Bratidlin^ Junction Railway Company have 
placed another fine locomotivc-engine on their line. The 
name, in compliment to our neighbour at the month of the 
T^e, is The SMeUU. The number of locomotive-en dnes on 
this railway is now eight, namelv, the Newca8tU,\he Gateshead^ 
the Brandlmg, the Mcmntaim, the Sunderland^ the Shieldt, the 
2Vii«, U)d the Wear. 

The sum of jCl5 odd was collected at St Mary's 
Church, in this borough, on Sunday evening, Sept. 33, after a 
sermon by the Rev. R. H. Williamson, A.M., of Trinity churvh, 
Darlington, on behalf of the Church Building Society. 

The ordination of the Rev. A. B. Douglas, as co-pastor 
of the Rev. Mr. Murray, took place on Thursday last, Oct. 3, 
at the Presbyterian chapd, West-street, Gateshead. The cere- 
mony was conducted by the Rev. Mr. Brown, of Morpeth, a 
deputation from the Northumberland Presbyt(*ry, who delivered 
a most impressive address on the occasion, exhorting the young 
minister to follow in the footsteps of his co- pastor, the Rev. Mr. 
Murray. After the ceremony, the Rev. Alexander Heron, of 
Blyth, addressed a few woras of exhortation to the newly, 
ordained minister; and the proceedings were brought to a close 
by the Rev. Mr. Rutherford, of Embleton. About 40 minis, 
ters and friends afterwards sat down to a most excellent dinner, 
provided by Mr. Freeman, of the Grey Horse inn, High street. 
and after expressing their satisfaction with the proceedings of 
the day, the company separated at an early hour. 
♦ 

BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD.— Notice is hereby 
given, that we, JOHN BARRAS, Esquire, Mayor, 
and THOMAS SWINBURNE and WILLIAM LOCKEY 
HARLE, the Assessors elected to Revise the Burgess Lists for 
the Borough of Gateshead, will hold an open Court for that 
purpose, on Friday the 11th day ol October instant, at the 
Town HaD, in OakweUgate, within the said borough, at tea 
o'clock in the forenoon. 

And all overseers, vestry clerks, and collectors of poor's rates 
of every parish, township, or ehapelry, wholly or in part within 
the said borough, are hereby summoned and required to attend 
the opening of the said Court, and then and thereto produce all 
books containing any rate made for the relief of the poor of such 
parish, township, or ehapelry, during this or any preceding year. 
And all persons having anything to do at the said Court, are 
hereby sununooed and lequired to give their attendance at the 
time and place above mentioned. 
Town Hall, Gateshead, 1st October, 1839. 

JOHN BARRAS, Mavor. 
THOMAS SWINBUllNE,! Revising 
WM. LOCKEY HARLE, ) Assessors. 
-♦- 



THE QATFSHEAD TOWN COUNCIL. 

p JoBN B^aaAS, Bm. Mayor. 

ALOiaiMir. coDvcxLLona. ji Graham. E. pMatehiU,B. 



Abbot, J ohn Attwood, G. 
Brock«tt,W.H. p Gout, Joseph 
Hall.Miehael pCammins,T. 
p Polloek, Ju. p Da?i4soii« 3, 
Wilson, Thos. ^ Da? is, S. 

Fairbaim. J. 



0re6iM.Jo«haa p PHoe, Jotepb 
p Rymers, Jas. p Robaon, R. 

Hymen, Wm. p RowatMa, W. 
p Eenmir, Wm. p Widbt, John 
p LiaCer, Jobo p Wylam, Ralph 
[Those marked p were present.} 
On the 16th Oct, the Council assembled at the Townball, 
Oakwellgate.— A warm discussion on the subject of the Street 
Act Assessment took place at the commencement of the 
meeting. At a previous meeting the Council had deferred the 
confirmation of certain appeals against the rate, although th^ 
had been allowed by the Watch Committee. 

Mr. RowNTaxB asked the Town Clerk if all the appeals 
bad not been confirmed by the Council, except those of Messrs. 
John Lister, James Hymers, and Ralph Wylam. 

Mr. Kau replied, that none of the appeals had been 
allowed. 

Mr. RowNTass then said, that, from inquiry, he had 
learned, that the property of the three gentlemen above named 



was rated below the rental ; and he thought it highly improper 
for parties to sit in judgment upon their own cases. 

Mr. Jambs HTMBas said, that as fisr as he was eonceraed, 
Mr. R-'s assertion was unfounded. 

Mr. CouT moved, that the appeals, with the exception of 
those of Messrs. Lister, Hymers, and Wvlam, be confirmed; 
and that the latter be referred for reconsideration to the Watch 
Committee. — Seconded by Mr. John Davidson. 

Mr. Ken Mia thought they Ebould be taken into considera- 
tion immediatelv ; as, if sent back to the Watch Committee, 
the Council would receive the same decision again ; and the 
revising of the assessment, he could assure the Council, had 
taken up a grreat deal of his (Mr. K.'s) time. 

Mr. RowNTBEE then read, from a paper in his hand, a 
valuation of the property of the three Councillor-appellants — 
which, he said, had been furnished by a person long employed 
as collector of rates and taxes, and fully competent to v^ue 
such property, (Mr. Thomas Gallon) — and which showed that 
the value rated was much below the real value. Mr. R. also 
said, that there were six rooms of Mr. Lister's omitted entirely 
from the assessment; and still Mr. Lister had appealed. He 
therefore moved, that the whole of the appeals, except those of 
the three Councillors, be confirmed, ana that the property of 
the latter remain rated as before ; which was seconaed by Mr. 
Kenmib. 

Mr. CouT then said, he withdrew his motion, as he had dis- 
covered that one of the appealing parties (Mr. Wylam) had 
been Chairman of the Watch Committee meeting at wbiva the 
appeals were allowed. 

Mr. Lister said, that Mr. Rown tree's valuer, Gallon, was 
himself of no value: for he had not entered the property, but 
had inquired of the little lasses about the doors what rent their 
fathers and mothers paid ; and he would recommend Mr, 
Rowntree to see how his own propertv was rated, as he seemed 
to be so busy with other people's. As to the rooms which Mr. 
Rowntree had stated were omitted, the statement was untrue ; 
as the tenants (Mr. Matthew Atkinson and Mr. Scott,) were 
themselves assessed, and paid the rateu ^ "^ 

The nrmes of the appealing parties (which were veiy nume- 
rous) were now read ; on which — 

Mr. R. RoBSON thought the rate would be affxted by so 
many alterations, and inquired how it happened that they were 
so numerous. 

Mr. James Htmbbs replied, that the alterations were made 
in the book after the assessors had made out the assessment, 
and delivered it to the Watch Committee. 

On the question being about to be put, Mr. Kbnmib re- 
quested that the names of the Councillors voting should be 
taken down ; which, Mr. Kbll said, was always the case in u 
division. The question was then put, and earned nem. com. 

Mr. CouT inquired of the Town Clerk, if there was not a 
standing order that no question was to be brought forward 
without previous notice. [He was answered in the negative, 
and proceeded to say] :— He wished to know whether it was 
legal to apply the funds of the borough to the purpose of light- 
ing the church clock — as he found a resolution to that eneet 
had been carried. 

The Town Clerk said, he could only repeat what he had 
said before, that he thought such an application of the funds 
illegal ; but he thought, at the same time, that no burgess * 
would object to a proceeding of such great public utility. 

Mr. CouT said, that a great many complaints had been 
made in his neighbourhood [the Fell] against the resolution of 
the Council. 

Mr. RoBSON said, he also had beard many complaints. 

A letter from a party in London was then read, offering to 
fit up the necessary apparatus for illuminating three dials, and 
affixing minute hands, for the sum of £106. 

Mr. Rowntree withdrew his motion for a lock-up house 
and clock at Wrekenton, fully expecting that the project with 
respect to St Marv's clock would not be carried into enect. 

It was ultimately agreed that the consideration of the clock- 
lighting question should be deferred to a future meeting. 

An application from Mr. Brett, of High street, tailor and 
draper, was next taken into consideration. Mr. Brett, it was 
stated, wished to make an opening in the ground in front of his 
shop, that he might have alight for an underground apart- 
ment — the opening to be covered by a grate. The Council 
considered that it would be objectionable to have a grate so 
near the corner of Half Moon lane, and where the footway was 
so narrow j and the application was refused. — The meeting 
then came to a close. 
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Mr. Usher, the able poHre-superintendent of this 
borougb,called the attention or the magistrates,on Tuesday, Oct 
39, to the daajeerous itate of the pavement between the ** blue- 
stone" of Tjw Bridge and the sonth-east end of Pipewellgate. 
Nobody seems to know upon whom the onus of repairing 
this piece of road rests, though it is admitted, that up to the 
recent alteration in the temporalities of the see of Durham, it 
was repaired by the Bishops. The Durham Road Commis- 
sioners oonseqaeatly refuse to repair it ; and the Surveyors of 
HighwajTS hesitate about it. Toe Town Council, it is to be 
hoped, will look into the matter immediately; for it would be 
mnch better that the repairs were made (under protest) by the 
Surveyors in the meanwhile, than that the risk of accidents 
shoula be any longer incurred. The Magistrates advised that 
the case should be laid before the Municipal Body at their next 
meeting. 

On Friday, Nor. 1 , Mr. Edmand Graham and Mr. 
Ralph Wylam were re-elected to the office of Councillor in the 
West Ward of Gateshead, without opposition ; and in the £ast 
Ward, Mr. John Potts and Mr. Stephen Forster, not previously 
members, were elected, unopposed. In the South Ward, there 
was a contest, which terminated in the election of the old Coun. 
eillors. The numbers were >— Mr. Joseph Coat, 52; Mr. Rob- 
son, 43 ; and Mr. Samuel Hillaby, 23. 



TO THE ELECTORS OF THE WEST WARD OF 
THE BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

(^ ENTLEMEN,— I return you my sincere thanks 
T for the honour you have confeiTcd on me by electing me 
a Councillor of the West Ward of the Borough ; and I beg to 
assure you, that I shall, to the best of my abilities, discharge 
the duties of the office with which yon have entrusted me. 
1 am. Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

RALPH WYLAM. 
West-street, Gateshead, November, 1839. 

TO THE ELECTORS OF THE WEST WARD OF 
THE BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

GENTLEMEN,— Accept my best thanks for the 
honour you have done me, by re-electing me one of your 
neresentatives u the Council of this Borough — and be assured 
I shall always endeavour to merit year good opinion, by a 
faithful discharge of my duty. 

i am. Gentlemen, your humble Servant, 
Gateshead, 1st Nov., 1839. EDMUND GRAHAM. 

TO THE ELECTORS OF THE SOUTH WARD OP 
THE BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

GENTLEMEN,— In tendering^ you my grateful 
acknowledgments for the honour confered upon me this 
day, by re-electing me a Member of your Town Council, T beg 
to say, my endeavours shall always, as hitherto, be directed to 
the welfare of your ancient Borough. 

I remain. Gentlemen, your obedient Servant,* 

ROBERT ROBSON. 
Gateshead Low Fell, November 1st, 1839. 

TO THE WORTHY ELECTORS OF THE SOUTH 
WARD OF THE BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

GENTLEMEN,— My earliest and best acknowledg- 
ments are doe for the very flattering manner in which 
yoa have again placed me in the Council of this Borough, by 
Mtnming me at the head of the poll in an unexpected oontefrt 
Rest assured, that the important trust thus reposed in me I 
shall ever esteem moat sacred; and that, to the best of my 
ability, I shall conscientiously discharge the daties of so 
honourable an offioeu 

I am. Gentlemen, your obliged Servant, 
Gate shead Low Fen,Nov. ls^ ito. JOSEPH COUT. 

TO THE ELECTORS OF THE EAST WARD. 

GENTLEMEN,— I thank yon for your confidence 
in electing me to represent you in the Town CounciL I 
will endeaveur to deserrs it, by doing my duty to the utmost 
of ny ability. I am. Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 
WiadmiU HiHs, Gateshead. JOHN POTTS. 

Novas^l8^a 



TO THE ELECTORS OP THE EASTWARD OF THE 
BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

GENTLEMEN,— You having tLis day elected me 
" as one of your representatives in the Town Council, I beg 
to return you my sincere thank ». It will now be my duty to 
fulfil those promises that 1 have made, and to cany <mt thoM 
principles tnat it is so well known amongst yon that I enter- 
tain. 1 am. Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 
Gateshead, Nov. 1, 1839. S. FORSTER. 
♦ . 
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ODE TO GATESHEAD. 
«*Bail' Gstesbesd! haill 
(With " hft!!" roost od«8 bofun, «nd so most m 
Hail! OatMhead! baili tboa place divine ! 
After long years ufcare and corrow. 
Of weary wanderings and toil, 
I tread again ray native soil. 
Again behold " tbe odoriferona boroagh !" 

Home of my youth ! far off fh>m thee I've ranged, 
And I, alas ! in many things am changed, 

But thou art sUll the same, 

Still true to thy nickname. 
Still *' tha long dirty lane into Newcastle !" 

Where'er I've roved, 
I've ever loved 
My native home ; and , in the hoar of wassail, 
Have toasted thee : — 
And now I see 
That thou, who firm and long haat dwdt 

In my fond heart of hearts, 
Alt worthy of my love, deep-AH— 
sail rich in ** sumps" and *• darto !" 



I've Btray*d throacrh many a flowery, fragraai vale. 
By dewy mom— by noon— by moonlight pale ; 
I've wander'd oft midst perfhroed baoka and grovas, 
Where tether'd songsters warble forth thdr ibvas; 

But 'neath the sky, 

1 swear that 1 
Have never seen a spot so fair. 
From Indus to the Polar anow, 
rrom disUut Jordan to the Po, 

AsBettle-bank; 

Where, rich and rank, 
'* Fat Hannah's" pennyworths of gooM 
A sage-and-onion smell diflnna; 

And rills that glide, 

On either side. 
With incense load my native ahr I 
Nor did I ever, wandering, meet 
A vale so bright, so fair, so sweat, 

As that retreat, 

DearPipewellgale ! 

When, exiled, I was told that thoo 
Had hadst a touch of Cholera bla»-^ 
Badat got a Council— and, to boot, 

A keen OUerver-^ 
1 had a sad, a fearful doobt, 
That they would make a 9wtepin§ change, 
I aaid, ** It wiU be something strange, 
ihthei 



'* One of the wonders 'neath t 

*' If these three plagues of my old tows, 

" The Cholera, Couneil,Caatigalor, 

*< Do not so swerve her 
<* From her old habito. that, alas I 
" 'Twill come to such an awAil pass, 
** That folks may pass along, and aoC 
« Require a sme]lmR.botde's M, 
*' Nor have to flounder, plunge, and wais, 
« Till eUrtail o'er from head to foot !" 
But " euaiom" being " 

My sturdy town, 

Despite tbe anown 
or the Ob$erver, or the f 
Of this complainant or die other. 

Has flrmly stood 

True to her mud > 
And io these changeable, Reforming dafa. 
Her motto is, ** Stmri aiUiqmas vku," 
No argumento her sturdy soul can hiaa. 

To " mend her ways ('* 

Piaise to tb» four Surveyors of thv 
And when these truly-Oateahead c 
Are dead and gona. 
Oh I let no Stone 
B'ar mark their grave ; 
But let them bava— 
('Tis meet they shonldV— 
A giorlons moaomant ofBa^ 
Hirttln knak. qitiihiai^ Nor. S, 
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THE GATESHEAD TOWN COUNCIL. 

pJoHK BARRAS,£ftq. Mayor. 

ALDSBMIN. COUNCILLORS, p Graham, £. pPotU.John 

Abbot, John j» Cout, Joseph G rrene, Joshua p Price, Joseph 

p Brookett.W.H p Cummins, T. p Hymen, Jas. p Robson, R. 

Hall.Miehael Davidson, J. Hvmeis, Wm. pRowntree, W. 
p Pollock, Jas. p Daris, R. p Kenmir, W. p Wight, John 

Wilson, T. p Fairbaim, J. o Lister. John p Wylam, R. 

p Forster, . [Those marked p were present ] 

A SPECIAL meeting of the Council was held on Monday 
Nov. 4, in the town-hall, to consider the propriety of pre>renting 
an Address to his Roval Highness, the Duke ot Sussex, on bis 
visit to this neighbourhood. After the requisition to the 
Mayor (signed by W. H. Brockett, James Hjmers, John Da- 
vidson, John Fairbaim, Edmund Graham, John Wight, and 
William Kenmir,) had been read by Mr. Apedaile (in the ab. 
sence of the Town Clerk), it was moved by A'derman Pol- 
lock, that an address be presented to his Royal Hiijhness on 
Thursday, expressive of the respect and attachment of the 
Council. The motion was seconded by Mr. R. W^lam, and 
carried unanimously. 

Mr. Aid. Brockett moved an Address. (See the end of this 
Report Mr. B. also moved an instruction to the Town Clerk to 
cfmsult his Royal Highness's pleasure as to the hour and place 
of presentation. — Mr. Joseph Cout seconded the motion, and 
it was adopted unanimously. 

It was then moved by Mr. Pairbairn, that Mr. Apedaile 
^for the Town Clerk) do immediately wait upon the Earl of 
Durham upon the subject, and ascertain the sentiments of the 
Duke as to the uresenUtion. Mr. Rowntree thought it ought 
to be suggested to the Duke, that, if equally convenient, it 
would be more agreeable to the Council to present the Address 
in Gateshead. The opinion of the Council, however, was 
sirondy in favour of leaving the hour and place entirely to the 
Duke's own choice ; and Mr. Fairbairn's motion, which was 
seconded bv Mr. Robert Robson, was ultimately carried 
unanimously; and the Council adjourned until the following 
day, at noon. 

The adjourned meeting was accordingly held on Tuesday, at 
noon, when there were present— The Mayor (in the chair), Mr. 
Alderman Pollock, and Councillors Graham, Potts, Fairbaim, 
Cummins, James Hymers, William Hvmers, Forster, Wvlam, 
Rowntree, and Davis. Mr. Apedaile (the acting Town 
Clerk) reported, that in compliance with the instructions of the 
Council, he had proceeded to Larabton Castle, for the purpose 
of Uking the pleasure of H. R. H. the Duke of Sussex, as to 
the hour and place for the presentation of the address, and that 
he had received from the Earl of Durham a letter to the effect 
that H. R. H. had appointed one o'clock on Thursday, at the 
Assembly Rooms, in Newcastle, for that purpose. It was then 
unanimously resolved, that the Council should assemble in the 
town-hall at half-past twelve on Thursday, and proceed to the 
Assembly Rooms, accompanied by the Town Ulerk. Thei-e 
was some discussion as to the mode, some advocating the pro- 
priety of rilling, while others were for a procession on foot — 
and these carried the day. Mr. Rowntree suggested that 
they should have an escort of police; but Alderman Pollock 
gravely objected that this would give the procession too much 
the air of an execution, and the joke proved a sentence of 
death to the suirgestion. 

OnThnrsday, Nov.7, atthe Assembly Rooms, Newcastle, 
where his Royal Highness was in attendance to receive an Ad- 
dress from the Corporation of Newcastle — to take part in the 
Annual Meeting of the North of England Society, for the Pro- 
motion of the Fine Arts — and to partake of a public break- 
fast— 

John Barras, Esq., Mayor of Gateshead, was presented to 
the Duke by the Earl of Durham, and said,—** We wait upon 
your Royal Highness to present a loyal and dutiful Address, 
which wf have unanimously adopted, and which, if it please 
your R.»>;il Highness, the Town Clerk will have the honour to 
read." 

William Kell. Esq., the Town Clerk then read the Address 
as follow :— 

To ki§ Royal Higknrg$ the Duke of 8u9$er. 

May it I N iiHe your Royal Highness,— We, the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Council ; >■ uC the Biirough of Gateshead, avail ourselves, with the 
liveliest ..i<i. lion, of the opportunity afforded by your Royal High- 
ness'sv. the North of England, cf expressing our sincere attach- 

ment, o: t ring a hearty welcome to your Royal Highness. 

We h r hoyal Highness as the near and dear relative of the 

beloved > - u'li uf these realms — a* the ready and onoeasing patron 
of ever) [ v«urk~and, above all, as ilw oonsistent aiaertor and de- *■ 



fender of those glorious principles of the British Constitution, with 
which the rights of Sovereign as well as subject are indissolubly con- 
nected. 

Webesyour Royal Highness, therefore, to accept our hearty con- 
gratulations, and to be assured of our fervent prayers for your Royal 
Highneiis's health, long lilie, and happiness. 

Given under the Common Seal of the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Burgesses of the Borough of Gstesheait, in special Council as- 
sembled, this fourth day of November,! 83V; and ordered to be 
presented to his Royal Highness on the seventh day of November, 
iB39. John BAaaAS, Mayor. 

The Duke of Sussex read, in reply, the following words, 
which were delivered with great energy . — 

Mr. Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses of the Borough of Gateshead, — 
I ihank you for the hearty welcome you have offered me. Being so 
closely Rllied to, and connected, as I am, with Her Most Graoous 
Migesly, by ties of blood, as well as of personal aff^cction, the assurance 
of your attachment to roe is most gratifying to my heart, inasmuch as 
it is a pledge of your devotion to her sacred person, who desires only to 
govern her people according to the principles of the British Constitu- 
tion, established by the laws of the land, which have declared the rigfaU 
and duties of the Sovereign, as well as defined those of the sottjeot, and 
the strict observance oi which must tend to cement, indissolubly, 
mutual love and confidence on both sides. (Applause.) These were 
the conditions to which my forefathers agreed, and pledged their Autb, 
when calletl to reign over the destinies of these realms. I have always 
supported these principles, a^ a faitful and loyal subject; and I trust 
that so long aa a scion of the House of Brunswick exists, he or she will 
never forget these pledges so cordially and religiously given. 




ALDEaMEN. 

Abbot, John 
p Brockett.W.H. 
p Hall, Michael 
p Pollock, J. 

Wilson, T. 



THE GATESHEAD TOWN COUNCIL. 
p John BaMras, Esq. Mayor. 
COUNCILLORS. Graham. £. p Potts, John 
Cout, Joseph Greene, Joshua Price, Joseph 
p Cummins, T. p Hymers, Jaa. Robson, K. 

Daridson, J. p Hymers, Wm. p Rowntree. W. 
p Davis, R. p Kenmir, Wm. Wight, John 

p Fairbaim, J. p Lifter, John p Wylam, R 
p Forster, S. [Those marked p were present} 

The Town Council, pursuant to the Act, assembled on the 
9th Nov., to proceed to the election of a Mayor, and the tran. 
saction of other business. 

Mr. W. Hymers proposed Mr. Alderman Brockett as the 
Mayor for the ensuing year. Mr. Davis seconded the motion, 
and it was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Brockett thanked the Council for the compliment they 
intended him. He had always been read^ to contribute his 
humble services to promote the good of his fellow.townsmen, 
and he would do so still. If the Council required him to take 
the office of Chief Magistrate upon him, he would not object, 
although he certainly considered it would have been better to 
have selected some gentleman not already in the commission 
of the peace, as. in that ca^^e, the Bench would have received 
assistance — and he (Mr. B.) was quite sure there were many 
members of the Corporation much better qualified than bini- 
self for the office of either Magistrate or Mayor. Mr. Brockett 
also said, that he considered the honour conferred upon him as 
a compliment of no ordinary kind, inasmuch as it showed, that, 
although a majority of the Council were opposed to him on a 
most important question affecting the Borough, his feUow. 
councillors were still ready to entrust him with the highest 
power they could confer, knowing that the object of their choice 
would never disgrace himself by abusing it 

Mr. Aid. Brockett then made and subscribed the declara- 
tion of his acceptance of the office, and took the prescribed 
oaths ; whereupon Mr. Aid. Barras resigned the chair to his 
successor. 

The Mayor, before taking his seat, said it would be his 
great endeavour to fulfil the office with the strictest impar- 
tiality : he would allow no feeling, arising from either private 
or poblic difiference, to sway him. and if (as he entertained a 
confident hope would be the case) this^desire was reciprocated 
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by the body o\ct which he was calkd upon to preside, there 
could be no doubt the year would pass over agreeably and 
beneficiallv. 

Mr. AW. Pollock moved a vole of thanks to the late 
Mayor, whose peiformance of the office during the past event Jul 
vear, especially during that part of it which might be called 
" permanent duty£ was such as to entitle him to the highest 
commendation. The motion was seconded by Mr. Aid. Hall, 
and carried by acclamation. Mr. Aid. Barras returned thanks. 
He felt extremely happy that he had acted so as to merit the 
good opinion of the Council. 

Mr. Aid. Abbot was then elected Alderman of the East 
Ward ; Mr. Aid. Barras, West Ward; and Mr. Aid. Hall, 
South Ward ; and the following Thursdays were appointed for 
the quarterly meetings of 1840, viz., February 6, May 7, and 
August 6. 

The Town Clerk reported, that the Address of the Council 
to the Duke of Sussex, had been presented to his Royal High- 
ness at the Assembly Rooms in Newcastle, on the 7tb inst., 
and that the Duke had been pleased to make a most gracious 
reply. This reply was read by the Town Clerk, and ordered 
to be entered on the minutes of the Council ; and it was also 
ordered that the MS., with the Duke's autograph attached to it, 
should be preserved. 

Mr. James Hymers moved the re-appointment of Mr. 
Walker, of West-street, banker, as the Treasurer of the Bo- 
rough for the ensuing year. Seconded by Mr. Aid. Hall, and 
unanimously passed. 

The Town Clerk read a Report from the Finance Com- 
mittee, from which the state of the Borough Accounts ap. 
peared to be as follows : — 

DEBTOR. 

Accounts for which orden of payment have been 
niafle, viz. :— 

Mr. Forster Walker, for joiner work £3 1 7 

Mr. 6. Wataon, for stationery, 2 4 

Mr. A. M'Leod, for polioemen's staves, 8 2 

£7 7 7 

Mewrs, Lowthin & Douglas, printing. 4 9 6 

Messrs. Lowthin & Douglas, advertising 117 6 

Mr. Douglas, printiog, 8 16 

Mr. Oliver, plan, &c., of flsh-market 10 

Mr. F. Walker, balance for building ditto 10 1ft S 

Mr. 6. Watson, stationery, 2 16 6 

Overseers, preparing burgess-lists 4 15 

Mr. Brett, polioemen's clothes, 28 7 

Mr. R. Lister, boots for policemen 4 4 

Messrs. Colling & Son, hats for ditto 2 16 

High Constable, year's salary, 2 2 

Town Clerk, balance of his cash-book 11 2 9 

, half-year's salary, 40 

£138 15 6 

CRKDITOR. 

Halani-e in Treasurer's hands, £55 18 3 

Balance uncollected of borough-rate 107 17 3 

Balance of watch.rate, 28 

191 16 6 

Leaving a balance of £63 

To meet the expenses of the half-year, which were estimated at £140. 

The Report recommended that a borough-rateof a halfpenny 
in the pound should be imposed. 

Mr. James HrMSRS ^ve notice of a motion for a committee 
of inquiry into the legality of an item of £182 8s. 6d., in the 
borough-accounts of the past year, being cash transferred from 
the Gateshead Street Act Commissioners' Fund, as an advance 
to meet the expense of building a fish-market. 

Mr. Fairbairn moved that the Report be received and con. 
firmed. Mr. WirLAMse<:onded the motion. Mr..lAMEsHYHERs 
objected to the motion, and he did so with reference to a sum 
OUC182 8i. 6d., which had been, in his opinion, illegally trans- 
ferred from the Street Act Assessment to the Borough Fund, 
for the purpose of building a lish -market. He therefore thought 
that the consideration of the Report should be a(\ioumed. On 
the votes beinp- taken, there appeared — 

For the motion, 9 

Against it, 1 

Majority, —8 

For the mofion.— Aldermen Barras, Hall, and Pollock ; and Coun- 
cillors Cummins, Fairbairn, Kenmtr, Lister, Rowntree, and Wylam. 

Jaaitui »<.■— Councillor Jame^ Hymers. 

iVe«<raJ.— The Mayor; and Councillors Forster, W. Hymers, and 
Potto. 

Mr. Aid. Barras moved, that a borough- rate of a halfpenny 
in the pound be laid, in accor iancc with the Report. Mr. 
Fairba IRN seconded the motion. 



Mr. J. Hymers was in favour of making the rate twopence 
in the pound ; for if there must be a rate, he thought such a 
sum should be levied as would enable the Council to repay to 
the Street Act Assessment the sum borrowed for the fish-mar- 
ket Mr. Rowntree, though notopposed to inquiry, thought a 
borough rate levied for such a purpose would be illegal. 

The Council again divided, when the result was Uie same as 
before, and the halfpenny rate was therefore carried. 

The Town Clerk read a Report from the Watch Com- 
mittee, which recommended a watch>rate of 3d. in the pound, 
and a street act assessment of 9d.--Conflrmed, on the motion 
Mr. Aid. Pollock, seconded by Mr. W. Htmers. 

The following Committees were appointed : — 

WATCH COMMITTBE. 

The Mayor. Mr. Wm. Rowntree. Mr. Ralph Wylam. 

Mr. James Hymers. Mr. Wm. Hymers. Mr. Joshua Greene. 

Mr. John Fairbairn. Mr. Wm. Kenmir. Mr.EdmundGraham. 

Mr. John Davidson. Mr. John Lister. Mr. John Potts. 

Mr.Thos.Cummins. Mr. Joseph Price. Mr. Stephen Forster. 

RAILWAY COHMITTBR. 

Mr. Aid. Wilson. | Mr. Fairbairn. | Mr. W. Hymers. 

Mr. Joseph Prioe. Mr. William Kenmir. Mr. Ralph Wylam. 

Mr. Wm. Rowntree. | Mr. J. Lister. | Mr. Joshoa Greene. 

FINANCE COHXITTBE. 

Mr. Aid. Pollock. Mr. Joseph Cout. Mr. Ralph Wylam. 

Mr. Wm. Hymers. Mr. Davis. Mr. John Potts. 

Mr. John Lister. Mr. J. Davidson. Mr. S. Forster. 

Mr. W. Kenmir. Mr. Joshua Greene. 

8CAVBVOIN0 COMMITTBB. 

Mr. William Rowntree. 



Mr. Joseph Price. 
Mr. J. Davidson. 
Mr. John Potto. 



Mr. Thomas Cnmnuns. 
Mr. Joshua Greene. 
Mr. Stephen Forster. 



HABKBT COMMITTBB. 

Mr. Thomas Cummins. 
Mr. Joseph Price. 
Mr. William Hymers. 



The Mayor. 
Mr. Alderman Pollock. 
Mr. William Rowntree. 
Mr. John Fairbairn. 

[With power to let the fish-*hop fbr any purpose.] 

BNCaOACHMBNT COMMITTRR. 



Mr. Thomas Cummins. 
Mr. James Hymers. 
Mr. Joseph Prioe. 
Mr. John Lister. 



Mr. Ralph Wylam. 
Mr. Joshua Greene. 
Mr Stephen Forster. 
Mr. John Potto. 

BYBLAW COMMITTEE. 

The Mayor. I Mr. Edmund Graham. 

Mr. Alderman Wilson. | Mr. John Fairbairn. 

Mr. Aid. Barras then stated to the Council the dangerous 
state of the pavement at the south end of Tyne Bridge, and 
urged the necessity of immediate steps being taken to prevent 
accidents. Mr. B. said, that up to the time ofthe late alteration 
in the temporalities of the see of Durham, the road in question 
had been repaired by the Bishops — that since that time it had 
ceased to be repaired — ^that the Commissioners of the Durham 
Turnpike Road did not consider themselves liable to do so — 
that tne Kcclesiastical Commissioners had refused to have any 
thing to do with it,idthongh an application, he understood, had 
been made to them by the County Magistrates. The impres- 
sion felt by many parties, and probably by some of the mi^is- 
trates themselves, was, that the bridge had now become a 
county bridge ; and he thought a formal application to the 
Magistrates in sessions would be attended to. He therefore 
moved that the Town Clerk be instructed to make a formal ap- 
lication to the County Magistrates, to repair the road referred 
to— which was seconded by Mr. Wtlam, and carried. 

Mr. Rowntree gave notice of a motion relative to the 
** boroujrh propert;^ ;" and also of a motion, that, to save the 
time ofthe Council, the names on divisions be not taken down, 
except at the request of a member of the Council. 

The Council tnen adjourned to Thursday, Dec. 19. 



AT a Meetiajr of the Four and-Twenty of the Parish 
of Gateshead, held at the Vestry Room of St MaiVs 
Chareh,the I4th day of November, 1839, 

Mr. JOSEPH WILLIS in the Chair, 
The Reverend Mr. CoUinson, who, for a period of nearly Thirty 
Years, has assiduously discharged the onerous pastoral duties 
of Rector of this extensive and populous Parish, and whose 
numerous but unostentatious acts of charity, and uniform 
urbanity and benevolence during the same period, have en- 
deared him to all classes of the parishionerii, being, by the 
patronage of the Lord Bishop of Durham, about to remove 
from the Inuumbencyof this Parish to that of Boldon, and 
this Meelin^r being of opinion that Mr. Collinson's conduct 
Hs Rcitor of this Parish, ha^ rendered him worthy of some 
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permanent mark of the approbation aiul e^iteom uf the pa- 
rishioners, 

It wa» unanimously resohed^ — 

That a subscription be forthwith entered into, for the purpose 
of procuring aii appropriate ** Farewell Memorial," to be pre- 
sented to 1^. Collinson on his leaving this parish. 

That the Mayor and Aldermen of this Borough, the Gentle- 
men of the Four-and Twenty, and the Churchwardens of the 
Parish, be a committee, to fix on a suitable Memorial, and to 
make the necessary arrangements for its presentation. 

That the subscriptions be received at the shops of Messrs 
Greene and Mr. Colman, in Gateshead, and at Mr. Akenhead's 
in Newcastle, and by Messrs. Willis, Cummins, Andrews, and 
Lister, the Churchwardens, until the fourth day of December 
next, on which day, at twelve o'clock, the committee shall meet 
in the vestry, for the purposes stated in the last resolution. 

And that these resolutions be signed by the Chairman, and 
advertised once in the Newcastle Courant, Chronicle, Journal, 
and Tyne Mercury Newspapers; and in the Gateshead Observer, 
each week until tne said fourth day of December next. 

JOSEPH WILLIS, Chairman. 
_ ^ 

The Town Clerk of Gateshead, in conformity with 
instructions from the Council, made a formal application to the 
County Magistrates, on Tuesday, Nov. 12, to repair the pave- 
ment of the south end of Tyne brid<;e, at present in a disgrace- 
fully dangerous state. The Magistrates were not very disposed 
to take to the liability — not being unwilling, we hear, that the 
Bishop, though relieved of the temporalities , should continue to 
l)ear tne charges of the see of Durham. The matter was de- 
ferred for further consideration. Meanwhile, we presume, we 
must trust to Providence for the protection of passengers over 
this man-trap of a pavement. 

^ 

PUBLIC MEETING. 

TO THE SURVEYORS OF THE HIGHWAYS OF 

THE PARISH OF GATESHEAD. 

WE, the undersigned Rated Inhabitants of the 
Parish of (lateshead, hereby request you to call a Pub- 
lic Meetin|^ of the Inhabitants of the said Parish, to take into 
consideration the Slate of the Highways within the Parish, and 
particularly to consider the propriety of declaring the Road 
leading Westward from Pipewellgate to the Newcastle and 
Carlisle Railway Station, and also the Road leading from 
the Hexham Turnpike Road at the West End of Romulus- 
Terrace to the South End of Sedgwick Place, to be Public Hiith- 
wavs and Carriage Roads. 
f);ued tiiis 20lh day of November, 1839. 

W. H. BROCK ETT. 

WILLIAM ROWNTRKE. 

WILLIAM HYMRRS. 

JOHN FAIRBAIRN. 

JAMES POLLOCK. 

THOMAS CUMMINS. 

In compliance with the above, we hereby call a PUBLIC 

MEETING of the Rated Inhabitants of the Parish of Gates- 

head, to be held in the Council Room in Oakwellgate, on 

TU ESDA Y NEXT, the 26th November, at 12 o'clock at noon. 



THOMAS REV ELY, \ 
WILLIAM KRNMIR,' 



JOSEPH COUT, I 

WILLIAM JOYCE, ; 



} Survevor**. 



A public meeting of the rated inhabitants of this 
borough took place in the town-hall on Tuesday, Nov. 26. It was 
convened bjr the Surveyors of the Highways, in compliance 
with a requisition, for the purpose of considering the state of 
the highways generally, and more especially the propriety of 
declaring tbe roads from Romulus-tenace to Scdgewick place 
and from the east end of Pipewellgate to the Newcastle and 
Carlisle railway -station, to be public carriage-roads. 'J*he 
Mayor was in the chair. A clause of the Highway Act was 
read, at the request of Mr. Revely (one of the Surveyors), by 
which it appeared that no road coula be declared to be public, 
exfept at a vestry-meeting, duly convened, and afler three 
months' notice from the proprietors of the road, and other for- 
malities had been gone through. The business of the meeting 
«as therefore restricted to the appointment of a Committce,con- 
sisting of seven persons and the Surveyors, for the purpose of 
considering all tbc roads, and reporting as to their stale, and to 



tiie vropriety of converting any of tlieni into public carriage- 
roads ; and a resolution to that effect was unanimoutily adopted, 
un tlie motion of Mr. S. For^ter, seconded by Mr. Rowutree. 
The sewn gentlerr.en elected were Messrs. Rowntree, F. W. 
Stanley, T. Cummins, S. Forster. F. Walker, W. Andrew, 
and Jo'ieph Angus ; and the Surveyors were requested to 
convene a legal vestrv of the ratepayers (to receive, and, if 
neiessary,act upon the Report of the Committee), when called 
upon so to do. A discussion, good-natured on the whole, but with 
a little spice of personality nevertheless, as to the conduct of 
the Surxeyors in the execution of their ofHce, occupied the 
meeting a considerable time, and afforded Mr. Joshua Johnson, 
Mr. Joshua Watson, Mr. W. H;Fmers, Mr. Philips, Mr. Mawer, 
and others, an opportunity to dilate upon the too notorious fact, 
that the roads in Gateshead — east, west, north, and south — are 
anythins; but captivating to the passenger. Mr. Mawer, on the 
part of the Whickham vcstr}', wished to know whether anything 
would be done, as his fellow -ratepayers were thinking of in- 
dieting the road from Pipewellgate westward. Mr. Revely and 
Mr. Kenmir, Surveyors, complained of the treatment they re- 
ceived : they did all in their power satisfactonly to execute the 
office they filled, and they could only hope their successors 
would please their constituents better. They declared, however, 
their readiness to assist in any manner in carrying out the 
wishes of the inhabitants. The Mayor stated, that it was in 
the power of any person to summon the Surveyors for neglect 
of repairing any highway, (and a bndleroad or footpath was as 
mucn a highway as a carnage-road,) but he tliougnt the com- 
plaint of a public meeting (if there were just grounds for com- 
plaint) would appear less invidious, and be more likely to be 
attended to by the Surveyors, than individual remonstrance. 
Thanks were then voted to the Chairman, and the meeting 
separated. 

The yearly examination of the Gateshead Infant 
School took place on Tuesday, Nov. 26, in the Ellison school- 
room, in the presence of the Rector and his lady, and of several 
other ladies and gentlemen. The children acquitted themselves 

Eretty well. We should have preferred, however, if the manap:er 
ad not kept her little pupils so almost entirely in a sitting 
posture during the examination, and if they bail been trained 
to join more generally in repeating the exercises of the morning. 
The Rev. Mr. Collinson rtad the Report, which stated that 
there was a balance in hand of from £4 to £5 ; but this was 
owing, not to the ordinair income of the school, but to the 

Erofits of the late Carpet Bazaar — wanting which, there would 
ave bven a balance of £8 or £9 against the institution. The 
income of the school, it appears, is about £35, while the expen- 
diture is £45. The public must correct this deficiency. One 
item in the accounts was very gratifying, viz., the sum of £18 
contributed by the parents of the infant pupils. 7*he worthy 
Rector, afler "a few remarks on the importance of early education 
— and especially of religious education — said, that although he 
was about to leave the parish of Gateshead, this would not ne- 
cessarily be his last attendance at the anniversaries of the 
school, for he should ever take an interest in its welfare, and 
would have much pleasure in being present at future examina- 
tions. 

«. 

GATESHEAD CHARITY BaLL. 
A BALL, for the BENEFIT of the GATESHEAD 

jLV dispensary, will be held at Mr. Freeman's Long 
Room, (ialeshead, on Thursdav»the 19th of December. 



THE MAYOR O)? GATESHEAD, 



Stewards. 



F. W. STANLEY, Esq. 
JOHN (JREENE, Esq. ) 
FRANCIS BENNETT. Hon. Sec. 
Tickets, 6s. 6d., tea included, to be bad of the Steward*-, 
Honorary Secretary, and at the Bar of the Grey Horse Inn. 
1^" Dancing to commence at nine o'clock. 
♦ 

The Gateshead Dispensary Ball, as we were led to 
anticipate, succeeded most triumphantly. The Inn of our wor- 
thy neighbour, Mr. Freeman, was crowded with visitors on 
Thursday, Dec. 19 ; and he did all that lay in his power, with 
the accommodations at his disposal, to promote thet»mfort of 
his overflowing company. About 280 tickets were sold, and 250 
persons were present at the ball, including William Hott, Esq., 
M.P., the Mayor of Gateshead, Mrs. Collinson and family, and 
the principal families of the town and neighbourhood. ' Tbc 
charity, we understand, will profit to the extent of at least £55. 
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We uuderstaml that several jjciitleineii, who wit- 
ncsseii the crowdetl &tute of the ball. room on Thursday evcnin^c, 
l>ec. 19, expressed a strong desire to cutniiienre a subbcrip- 
lion forthwith, towards the erection ol a public room, worthy 
of the present improved circumstances uf our borough. Mr. 
Freeman's room, it was aiimitted, was a very near, well-pro- 
portioned apartment, but obviously too small tor the numbers 
generally assembled in favour of the Gateshead charities. 

A concert (given by the Gateshead Amateur Harmo- 
nic Society,) for the benefit of the Gateshead Dispensary, 
was held in the School-room, Kell's-lane, Gateshead Fell, on 
Monday evening, Dec. 16, whi<.-h was very numerously attended, 
the large and commodious room bring entirely filled ; and the 
receipts (although the tickets weie at the exceedingly moderate 
prices of 2s. 6d. and U.) amounted to £24 Is. 6d. The perfor- 
mances reflected the greatest credit upon the vocal and mstru. 
mental performers, whose talents were gratuitously contributed; 
as were also the valuable services of Mr. Thomas Liddle, of 
the Low Fell, by whom the fitting- up and decorations of the 
room were arranged. It gives us pleasure to record the general 
feeling of gratitude which pervaded the meeting towards the 
Rev. Mr. Atkinson, the rector of Gateshead Fell, to whose per- 
severing personal exertions, we understand, the excellent result 
of the concert was chiefly owing. We think it due, also, to the 
performers on this occasion, to place their names before the 
public. 

Leader, Mr. G. CliflFord.— Com/i/c/or, Mr. Redshaw. 

First Violins, Messr;*. G. Clifford and Gillinder. 

Second Violin)*, Messrs. A. Clifford, Preston, (lillinder, and 

Hurst. 

Viola, Mr. J. Atkinson. 

Violoncellos, Messrs Summers and Arthur. 

Clarionet, Mr. Harrington (from Newcastle Barracks). 

Flute, Mr. W. Chance. 

Horns, Messrs. Angas and Lothian. 

IVumpet^, Messrs. Crozier and Youle. 

Bassoon, Mr. Ferry. 

Serpent, Mr. Landell:!!. 

Trombones, Messrs. Robson, Duke, and Dawson. 

Drum, Mr. Greener. 

Vocal Prrfffrmers. 



Mr. William Ferry 
Mr. George Robson 
Mr. G. W. Auckland 
Mr. William Wilson 
Mr. John Greener 



Mr. Richard Robson 
Mr. Charles Duke 
Mr. Thomas Bootland 
Mr. Michael Twizell 
Mr. John Dawson 



The annual meeting ot the Gateshead Mechanics' 
Institute was held in the reading-room. High-street, on Wednes- 
day evening, Dec. 18 ; and pn;sented a pleasing contrast to the 
cheerless anniversary of 1838, when, through some misunder- 
standing or defective arrangement, it was left to a shivering 
assembly of some half-dozen persons to represent the institu- 
tion and transact its business. * On the present occa-^ion, there 
was a crowded room, and the meeting was graced by the prc- 
hence of several ladiei;, the Obsei ver having received " authority 
to state" that " strangers" would not be excluded. William Hutt, 
Ksq.. M.P., one of the Vice-Presidents, was called to the chair; 
and William Kell, Esq., Town Clerk, (co-secretary with Henry 
Brady, Esq.,) read the Committee's Report, which commenced 
with congratulating the members on the steady increase of their 
numbers At the present time, (the Report stated,) the number 
was 265, exclusive of 5 candidates proposed for admission. At 
the date of the hist Report, the number nas 256; and since that 
time, (owing to removals and other causes,) 57 names had been 
erased ; thus leaving 199 old members, to whom 66 had been 
added during this year — ^a greater number than had been admitted 
in any previous year since the formation of the institution; and 
the Committee expressed their gratification, not only at this 
circumstance, but that a large proportion of the number — (much 
larger than usual) — were persons engaged in mechanical and 
manufacturing pursuits. During the year, the library had been 
considerably increased, both by donation and purchase ; and there 
had been no less than 3700 issues of books. Among the donors of 
the last year was the Hon. H. T. Liddell, M.P., who bad pre- 
sentcd to the institntion a large and valuable collection of pub- 
lic documents. Hugh Lee Pattinson, Esq., had delivered seven 
admirable lectures on Electro-Magnetism, and was assisted on 
the occasion by Mr. J. Garbutt and Mr. J. Oliver. Professor 
Johnstone, of Durham University, followed Mr. Pattinson, with 
two lectures on Organic Chemistry, which gave great delight 
to bis audiences. On the 17th of April, at a monthly meeting, 



SubscripUons £81 5 

Prooeedk of lectures: — 

Mr. PattiiisoD's 18 3 

ProfeMor Johnstone's... 2 P 

Miscellaneous 19 

Balance due to Trea- 
surer I 7 



Mr. 1'inniswood read an interestini; paper on the Border Min- 
strelsy. At the meeting in June, Mr. James William Mawson 
was appointed to the office of Librarian, and had, from that 
time, diiicharged his duties to the complete satisfaction of the 
Committee. In August, a correspondence was commenced with 
the Newcastle Mechanics' Institute, with a view to promote an 
Exhibition of Works of Art, Models of Machinery. &c., for the 
joint- advantage of the two institutions. The result was, that 
the North of England Society for the Promotion of theiFine 
Arts had been associated with the two Mechanics' Institutes in 
this project ; and there was now every prospect of the forma- 
tion of a splendid Exhibition, which would be opened in April 
next.— The Town Clerk having concluded the Report, Thomas 
Swinburne, Esq., Treasurer, read the Accounts. We give a 

brief abstract : — ^ ^ ^. 

Balanoe,-Iaktyear....;e5 9 4^ 

Books and binding . . 43 1 7 

Printing, &c 7 10 

Rent,&c 17 14 3 

Salaries 14 17 6 

Expense or lectures... 16 9 8 

MisoeUaneous 8 1 3 

JC113 3 74 JP"3.3 n 

VV. H. Brockett, Esq., Mayor, expressed the pleasure which he 
had experienced in hearing the Secretary and Treasurer's 
statements, which were, on the whole, of a very gratifying cha- 
racter ; and having made a few gallant observations in reference 
to the presence, for the first time, of the ladies, at the Society's 
anniversary, Mr. Brockett concluded by moving that the 
Report, with the Accounts, be received and adopted. W. L. 
Harle, Esq., seconded the motion— and intimated, that in the 
forthcoming Exhibition, the famous Jacquard loom would be 
included, with many other wonders of mechanism, never before 
introduced into this district. Mr. Harle exhorted the members 
to contribute to the Exhibition whatever they possessed of the 
rare and the curious, and took occasion to pay a comphment to 
Mr. Brady as the originator of tlie project— [To Mr. Brady, 
great merit is due, for his unceasing exertions to promote the 
Exhibition. He it was, we understand, who first suggested the 
project; and as one of the Secrctorie«, his services will be 
invaluable in its execution ; but we must claim for the OburveTf 
that, without any idea that such a scheme was occupying the 
mind of any person in the district, it came forward to 
agitate the propriety of following the example of Leeds, 
Manchester, &c., and gave an impulse to the Mechanics' 
Institutes of Newcastle and Gateshead, which was not com- 
municated in vain.l— The motion having been carried, Joseph 
Willis, Esq., moved a vote of thanks to the Committee, which 
was seconded by Mr. Aid. Pollock, and cordially passed. Mr. 
Swinburne, as Trea.surer, acknowledged the honour conferred 
upon himself and his colleagues ; and then proceeded, with 
much good humour, to return the compliment, by lecturing the 
members of the institution, for their scanty attendance at the 
monthly meetingrs. On some occasions, there was not even a 
quorum, and no business could be done. — Mr. Joseph Clephan 
was now called upon to move certain alterations in the rulesyof 
which he had given notice. These alterations had for their 
object, 1st, to give greater facility to the admission of mem- 
bers; 2dly, to facilitate the admission of members' friends, 
non-resident, to the temporary use of the reading-room ; and, 
3dly, to abolish the regulation prohibiting the presence of 
strangers at the annual meeting.— These alterations having 
been adopted, and the members having handed-in their voting 
papers, Mr. Willis moved a vote of thanks to the Chairman, 
which was passed by acclamation. Mr. Hutt thanked the 
meeting for Uie compliment which they had paid to him, and 
congratulated the members on the prosperous condition of the 
institution. The Hon. Member then referred to the absurd 
notion, that discontent and disorder flowed from popular educa. 
tion ; and as proof to the contrary, stated, that the Liverpool 
Mechanics' Institute, which numbered XjXO members, and had 
been in existence about twenty years, had not on its books the 
name of one single individual tluit had ever been before a court 
of justice as a criminal, or (with two exceptions) that had ever 
been connected with any union or strikes. It was not the edu- 
cated, (said Mr. Hutt,) but the ignorant, to whom the appeals 
of political adventurers were made. Laws, as little open to 
reproach as those which regulated the motions of the planets, 
had been successfully represented as crying grievances, ana 
perverted into sources of disa£fection, by political auacks, who 
nad appealed to the ignorance of the land. Men of education, 
whether of the middle or the working class, laughed at their 
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no&trums ; but the adventurer might laugh in return at those 
who derided his quackery, knowins: that he had an audience 
who would give credence to all that he uttered, however absurd 
and untenable bis propoMtions. — Mr. Huttproceeded to instance 
several persons whose rise in life was almost solrly attributable 
to Mechanics' Institutes. Of these, the Hon. Member had a 
copious list, the result of an inquiry which he had instituted in 
various parts of the kingdom. Mr. G. Turner, master of the 
Royal Lancasterian Free School, Leeds, was one instance. Mr. 
Turner had been educated at a country grammar-school, where 
no grammar was taught, and went to London with a very 
■canty stock of learning. He chanced to attend a lecture at 
the London Mechanics' Institute, and heard Mr. Millington, a 
civil engineer, &c., state, that he was indebted for his know, 
ledge to his own exertions. He subsequently heard Dr. Birk- 
becK, and was led to avail himself diligently of the opportunities 
afforded to him by the classes, lectures, &c., of the institution ; 
and he became, eventually, master of the Royal Lancaster! an 
School in Leeds, and Drawing Master of the Mechanics' 
Institute in that place. Two brothers— (Mr. Hutt had also 
been informed)— one, a manufacturing chemist — the other, 
manager of the gas-works at Bradford— were deorived of their 
parents at an early age, and left to struggle with adverse cir- 
cumstances. They became memlters of a Mechanics' Institutei 
and through Uie knowledge which they there acquired, and bv 
industry and good conduct, they rose to the positions which 
they now so honourably occuoied. Mr. Hutt referred to several 
similar fruits of Mechanics Institutes, and comlided his 
address amidst loud applause. — ^The result of the election was 
as follows : — president. 

The Earl of Durham 40 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 



W. Hutt, Esq., M.P 45 

Mr. Aid. Brockett, (Mayor) 34 

Mr. Aid. PoUock 33 

Mr. Aid. Barras 30 



J. W.Williamson, Esq. .. 29 

Rev. J. CoUinson 27 

Dr. White 25 

Q. Silvertop, Esq 23 



SECRETARIES. 

Mr. Henry Brady 49 | Mr. William Kell 48 

TREASURER. 

Mr. Thomas Swinburne 50 

COMMITTEE. 



Mr. C. Garbutt 48 

Mr. C. F. Springmann 39 

Mr. James Clepnan 39 

Mr. Thomas Hedley 36 

Mr. G.S.Dixon 33 

Mr. Richard Young 32 

Mr. R. Counsellor 31 

Mr.W. L. Harle 28 

Mr. J. G.Abbott 27 

We do not give the names of 



were recorded, but who were not elected. 



Mr. T. H. Apedaile 27 

Mr. T. Burnett 25 

Mr. Joseph Clephan ...... 25 

Mr.B.Matchitt 25 

Mr. James Rae 25 

Mr. J. Birdon 24 

Mr. TinniswoDd 24 

Mr. J.T.Angus 23 

Mr. G. J. Kenmir 22 

the members for whom votes 



THE GATESHEAD TOWN COUNCIL. 
p W. H. Bbockrtt, E«q. Mayor. 

ALDKRMBN. couNciLLOfts. jp Graham, E. P Potts, John 
Abbot, John Cout, Joseph p Greene ,Jo«htta p Price, Joseph 
p Barras, John p Cummins, T. p Hymen, Jas. p Bobson, B. 

Hall,Hi«bael p Davidson, J. p Hymeiv, Wm. pBowntree,W. 
pFoUock,Jat. p Davis, B. pKeumir,W. Wight, Jotin 

Wilson, T. pFairbaim, J. p Lister, John p Wylam, B 

p Forster, 8. [Those marked p were present] 

An adjourned meeting was held on Thursday, December 19. 
After going through the preliminary business, the Town 
Clerk read the Report of tne Watch Committee, which stated 
that Messrs. Spencer and Bertram had refused the offer of the 
Committee to give £1 per souare yard (Messrs. S. and B. having 
asked £3) for ground in Hillgate, to make the street wider in 
frontoftneir premises. The report also stated that they had 
awarded £10 per year to Mr. Usher, as Surveyor under the 
Street Act, in addition to a salarv of £60 as Superintendent 
of Police. It further stated that the contract of Messrs. White 
and Co., of Newcastle, to pave the footpaths during the ensuing 
year, had been accepted. The report having been received and 
confirmed, the assessment under the Street Act of 9d. in the 
pound was also confirmed. The next subject which came under 
consideration was the appointment of collectors of the assess- 
ment; previous to the appointment of whom, Mr. W. Htmers, 
being of opinion that the poundage (6d.) was too high, moved 
that it be reduced to 4d., which motion was seconded by Mr. 
RoBSON. It was, however, subsequently withdrawn, on the 
ground that, the assessment having been extended, there would 



possibly be some little difficulty attending the collection in the 
first year after the alteration. ' Mr. Fairb was then called in, 
and, on his stating that he had no objection again to accept the 
office of colle<tor, Mr. W. Hymbrs moved, and Mr. Robson 
secondetl, that he and Mr. Pearse should be appointed. Mr. 
Graham movetl an amendment, that Mr. Fairs and Mr. 
Maughan be collectors, which was seconded by Mr. Wylam. 
The amendment was carried by 10 to 6. 

Mr. RowNTREE then brought forward the motion of which 
he had given notice, the object of which was that the names 
on divisions should not be taken down, unless any member 
of the Council wished them to be so recorded. Mr. Fairbairn 
having seconded the motion, it was carried unanimously. 

Mr. J. Hymers, previous to bringing forward the motion of 
which he had given notice, wished to know if the transfer of 
the £182 8s. 6d. from the Street Act Assessment to the Borough 
Fund had been confirmed by the Council. 

The Town Clerk proceeded to refer to the minutes, and 
while thus engaged, 

7'he Mayor said that, while waiting for the information re- 
quired by Mr. Hymers, he would, if they pleased, read them a 
letter, which they would find well worthy tneir attention. [His 
worship then read the letter, which was' from the secretary of 
the Independent Order of Rechabites, announcing that a ser- 
mon would be preached in Bethesda chapel, Melbourne-street, 
Gateshead, on New Year's Day, by the Rev. Mr. Barker, in 
behalf of the funds of the Gateshead Dispensary, and respect- 
fully requesting his company, and that of the other members of 
the Town Council.] The Mayor, afler reading the letter, said 
that he hoped as many gentlemen as could make it convenient 
would avail themsielves of the invitation ; adding, that he in- 
tended to go. Two or three other gentlemen also signified their 
intention of being present. 

The Town Clerk then read a minute of the 5th of June, 
in the present year, stating that, at the annual audit, the trans- 
fer of the sum alluded to by Mr. Hymers, had been confirmed 
by the Council. 

Mr. Htmers said that he was not present at the meeting in 
(pifstion, or he should have opposed its confirmation. He also 
said, that if the Town Clerk would speak to the leRalily of the 

?|uestion, it would have the efiect of dispcnsinK with his motion 
or a committee. 

The Town Clerk declined giving any opinion as to the 
legality of any past decisions of the Council, observing that it 
was very different to giving his opinion upon proceedings under 
deliberation. 

Mr. J. Hymers then requeste<l the Town Clerk ta read the 
report of the committee on the fish market, adopted by the 
Council on the 8th August, 1838. 

The Town C:lerk accordin.rly read the report, which, after 
setting forth the advanta;res of "the projectea market, recnm- 
mended that the sum of £200 should be borrowed, it beinjx 
illegal to take it either from the borough-rate or street-act 
assessment fund. 

Mr. J. Hymers obstTvcd, that his reason for moving the 
adoption of the report Just read was because the Town Clerk 
saia he would find the money. 

The Town Clerk replied that he did not remember 
saying so. 

Mr. J. Htmers said, that it being improbable that he 
should get a seconder, he would give notice of a motion, for 
the next meeting, that the fish market and station-house be 
sold. 

Mr. W. Hymers remarked that the report admitted that the 
money could not be taken from the street-act assessment fund, 
adding that he certainlv expected that the intere:»t arising from 
it would be carried to the credit of that fund. 

The Town Clerk explained that the interest was carried to 
a separate account. 

Mr. RovNTREE, to save time, and to bring the question 
more regularly before the Council, said he had no objection to 
second Mr. Hymers's motion. 

The question was then put, when there appeared but three 
for it, consequently the motion was losL Mr. Hymers^ notice 
of motion for the sale of the market was then placed on the 
minutes. 

Mr. RowNTREE, in bringing forward his motion respecting 
the ** borough property," said that he was not about to go into 
the whole question, but mereljr to point out to the Council the 
position in which they stood with respect to it. He then pro- 
ceeded to say, that, if some further steps were not taken, the 
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Council having adopted molatioBS deelarinir the property in 
ttueition to be pablic property, would show to the world that 
Uiey had relinquished the principle thev had ibnnerW estab- 
lished. without producing any reason R>r their decinon. In 
hit opinion it was most desirable to eome to a final opinion 
upon the subject, and with that view he would beg to propose 
the appointment of a committee to report to the Council, if 
any, and what steps should be taken to bring the subject to 
issue, and thus promote the peace and harmony of the borough. 
Mr. R. eondnded by moving that the committee comprise the 
Mayor, and Messrs. J. Hymers, Price, Fairbaim, and Davis. 

Mr. FoRSTBR having seconded the motion, 

Mr. W. Hthbrs thought that it was unusual for the pro- 
poser of a committee to name the gentlemen of whom it should 
consist 

Mr. RowNTMBB replied, that three of the gentlemen whom 
he bad named were borough-holders ; so he did not know what 
his friend would have. 

Mr. Kbnmib, after enumerating many causes of complaint 
among the ratepayers, respecting nuisances, &c., hinted that he 
was of opinion the motion respecting the borough property was 
merely brought forward to distract their attention from the 
grievances he had mentioned, and, with that impression, he 
would move a direct negative to Mr. Rowntree^s motion. 

Mr. W. HTMsas moved, and Mr. Fairbairh seconded, that 
the question be postponed til) the next meeting of the council 

The Mayor— «fter observing that it would not only be very 
wrong in him, and a shrinking from duty to which he had ever 
been unaccustomed, but also be paving them a most unhand- 
some compliment, were he to eat his words, or to confess, with* 
out very good grounds for saying so, that tiie opinions he for- 
meAj entertained were incorreuV~said that he considered the 
proper^ did belong, and ought to belong, to the public of 
Gateshead ; but while he entertained that opinion sincerely and 
honestlv, he was quite ready to extend to those gentlemen who 
entertained opposite opinions the same honesty of intention, 
and the same integrity of purpose, that he claimed for himselK 
being assured that there was no one in that Council who would 
advocate opinions he did not conscientiously profess. They all 
knew, as Mr Kenmir bad observed, that there had been a great 
deal of talk about this thing and that thing, but upon what 
thing had there been so much said as upon the question of the 
borough property, and the fact of the borough .holders having 
admitted that at one time it did belong to the people, and that 
tbey (the borough-holders) had merely exercised a power 
delegated by prescriptiob from the inhabitants. He hoped 
there was no one there, who would say that this opinion had not 
been expressed again and again : indeed, the borou^hholders 
merely contended that they bad had such a long, undisputed 
possession of it, that it was either impossible or indiscreet to 
attempt to disturb it now. He then proceeded to say that it 
would be unfur and uncandid to suppose for a moment that 
anything could be done — constituted as the Council was— to 
enforce the right of the people by legal proceedings, and 
that, lamentable as this state of uncertain^ was, it was ob. 
vious that the borough-holders had as much reason to lament 
it as any other persons, inasmuch as they must see that they 
could not make a proper or efficient use of the property. 
Now these difficulties should be removed, and that in an ami- 
cable manner, and therefore— desregarding the slander which 
had always been mixed up with great public questions, and the 
improper motives sure to be imputed — ^be should be glad to unite 
witii tnose entertaining opposite opinions in bringing about 
an amicable arrangement. He had already said that he held 
die same opinion he had ever entertained with respect to this 
uestion, and he now happened to stand in a difierent sitna- 
ion than he had previously done, having become a borough- 
holder himself, which gave him satisfaction only inasmuch 
as it would riiow that be was consistent, and enable him to use 
anv little power be might possess in supporting the opinions he 
held. With these views, be had | 



I to himself, to can the 
attention of the borough -holders, at (heir first meeting, to a plan 
by which tbey would derive more benefit from the property 
than heretofore, and at the same time put an end to the hos- 
tilities, and heartburnings, and bickerings which had so long 
existed in Gateshead. He had intended to ask Mr. Rowntree 
to postpone his motion, until he (the Mayor) had had an oppor- 
tunityof bringing his proposition before the borongh-holders, 
but he could see no objection to the appointment of a Com- 
mittee, onlj he much wished that these should be no more 
vexatious discussion. 



I 



Mr. RowNTRBB perleedy coincided in what had fallen from 
the Mayor, but still hoped that the committee would be 
granted. 

After a short conversation, the original motion and amend* 
ment were withdrawn. 

Mr. RowNTRBB then called the attention of the Council to 
the neglect of the Brandling Junction Company in fulfilling 
their agreement respecting footpaths, the draining^ from their 
bridges, and other nuisances, and it was unanimously resolved 
that the Railway and Footpath Committees instruct the Town 
Clerk to take steps to compel the Company to remedy the evils 
compUined of. 

The Council then separated. 



TO THE SURVEYORS OF THE PARISH ROADS OF 
GATESHEAD. 

WE, the undersigrned Members of the Committee 
appointed to inouire into the state of the Parish Roads 
of Gateshead, having finished our Survi^, request you will 
call a Meeting of the Rated Inhabituts, tnat our Report may 
be laid before them. 

F. W. STANLEY. 
S. FORSTER. 
J. S. ANGUS. 
THOMAS CUMMINS. 
FORSTER WALKER. 
Gateshead, Deeember 19Ui, 1839. 

In compliance with the above request, we hereby call a 
PUBLIC MEETING of tiie Rated Inhabitants of Uie Parish 
of Gateshead, in the Vestry of Sl Mary's Churah, on Friday, 
the 97th of December, at 13 o'clock at noon. 

THOMAS REVEL Y,\ 

WM. KENMIR, ' 

JOSEPH COUT, 

WM. JOYCE, 



ELY,x 

^' 1 



Surveyors. 



Tbe Gateshead Ball Committee paid the Treasarer 
of the Dispensary the sum of £fiO odd, being the proceeds of 
the ball on the 19th Dec. ; and upwards of £16, the proflu of 
the Gateshead Fell Concert, has also been add<Mi to the funds 
of the Dispensary. In noticing the concert in a former num- 
ber, we umntentionally omitted an act of justice to Mr. Thos. 
Nealson, of Gateshod Fell, whose indefatigable exertions, 
both on this and a previous occasion, deserve to be recorded 
with those of his neighbours. 

On Christmas day, there was held in the school-room 
of the Congregational chapel, Melbourne .street, Gateshead, a 
union tea-party of the teachers and friends of Sunday schools. 
907 tickets were issued, and abundant provision made for above 
that number of visitors; but owing to the great interest excited, 
190 more visitors attended, and were admitted by payment at 
the door. This unexpected influx of course caused a propor- 
tionably increased demand on the resources of tiie prouitUnuU 
committee, and some little delay, and perhaps disappointment, 
to the late-comers. It was soon found that the room was too 
ittaU for the company— when it was unanimously resolved, 
that thev should a^oum to the chapeL After the Rev. H. 
Lings, of Airedale College, had been called to the chair, the 
meeting was addressed on important subjects connected with 
Sunday schools, by the Rev. J. Robertson, of Wallsend, and 

Messrs. S. RowelL J. Hodg^n, R. H. Haggle, Outhwaite^ 

J. Rewcastie, and the Chairman. The speeches were listened 
to with great interest, and the best feeling prevailed until the 



190 persons took tea and dessert, (the Rev. W. Atkinson, Rec. 
tor of Gateshead FeD. and President of the Socieiy, in the 
chair)* The Committee's Report was read by the Secretary, 
Mr. R. W. Hetherington ; and the meeting was addressed by 
the worthy President, Mr. J. G. Soppett, Mr. J. Snaith, Mr. G. 
Gibson, Mr. J. Patterson, and the Secretary. 

Gatbsheao Roads. — ^Public Meeting. — ^A public 
meeting, convened by the Surveyors of the Highways of Gates- 
head, was held in tbe vestry of St Mary's church, on the 97th 
Dec, for the purpose of receiving ±e flieport of the Committee 
appointed a few weeks ago, by a public meeting, to investigate 
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the state of the roeds within the borough. The Mayor was in 
the chair. The re^nisition having b^n read, Mr. Willis, on 
behalf of the Committee, read a Report, of which the following is 
the substance : — 

** Friday, Nov. 29.— The Committee first proceeded to view 
the state of the rocul in Oakwellgate-lan^ and leading to 
Messrs. Uawks's works, and were of opinion, that (wiih che 
exception of two or three trifling imperfections, which it was 
understood would be looked to in the course of the day,) it was 
in a creditable state. The only parts which the Committee 
consider as narticularly requiring attention, are those portions 
of the footpath crossed by the carriage road on the east and 
west sides of the Brandling Junction Railway Bridge ; and the 
Surveyors have undertaken to pave these, as the only means of 
sustaining the ^at traffic across them. 

** The Committee then proceeded up East-street, and have no 
further remark to make, than that tne Corporation contractor 
for removing the road-scrapings had neglected his duty, by far 
the greater portion of the mud being left, as it had been scraped 
together. They also noticed a deposit of diit opposite Sir, 
Price's coach-house, which that gentleman should be requested 
to remove forthwith, as it interferes with the proper draining of 
the road. The Committee were fiven to understand, that Mr. 
Price had long made a practice of keeping an accumulation of 
dirt in this place. 

^ Prooeeaing through Swan.street, the Committee again 
found reason to condemn the heaps of mud belonging to the 
Corporation scavenger. These heaps, by lying so long on the 
roaa-side, tend vtsry much to the eestruction of the road. 
Firstly, by obliging any passing vehicles to keep to a very con. 
fined track; and, secondly, by getting scattered about, and 
thereby causing much additional dirt. 

** The Committee then crossed to Ellison -street, with which 
they had every reason to feel satisfied; and went to High West- 
street, where they found the road in an extremely bad state : 
but the Committee, taking into consideration the increasea 
traffic upon it of lale, caused by the leading of materials for 
buildinz the houses recently erected in that quarter, and the 
extraordinarily bad weather, are inclined to view the conduct of 
the Surveyors, in this instance, as leniently as possible ; more 
particularly as the Committee are of opinion, that a great deal 
of extra work has been here brought upon the Surveyors by 
this road having been very inadequately repaired on some pre- 
vious occasion, the levels having evidently been neglected, and 
the material not having been of the quality which the Com- 
mittee consider suitable for the purpose. The Sun*eyors have 
explained to the Committee their plans for an efficient and 
durable amendment of this road, by making correct levels, 
drains, &c. ; and the Committee had pleasure in remarking the 
quantity and quality of the materials which the Surveyors had 
prepared, in furtherance of their intentions. 

*< With West-street the Committee have no reason to find 
fault, except at the lower end, by the railway bridge, where a 
large heap of stones is allowed to remain, much to the injury 
of the road, and having a very slovenly appearance. The 
draining, also, of this part, is very incomplete, and requires 
immediate attention. 

** In Half.Moon-iane the Committee beg to call attention to 
the very imperfect manner in which the pavement has been 
relaid by the Gas and Water Companies, and strongly recom- 
mend that immediate steps be taken to compel these Companies 
to put it in a proper state. From the end of Half-afoon- 
lane to the chapel beyond the Brandling Junction Railway, 
the Committee are again obliged to remark upon the disjtrace- 
ful condition of the road, which ought to be attended to Imme- 
diately : and in noticing this part of their survey, the Com- 
mittee think it right to recommend, that, in order to make it a 
good and jound road, the slack now existing between the rail- 
way and the chapel be filled up to a correct level, in order that 
the drainage may be properly eflfected. Under present cireum- 
stances, this place seems to be the receptacle of all tliemud and 
water coming from the surrounding higher ground. 

'* Tuesday, Dec. 3.— The survey commenced at the Ben^ham 
end of Saitwell-lane; of which lane generally, as a carriage 
road, the Committee saw no great reason to complain. There 
were parts, particularly at the high end, reouinng attention ; 
and the Surveyors, who have plenty of material on the spot, have 
promised to put tliem in repair in a few days. The Committee 
here think it right to make a few remarks. Saltwell-Iane is 
the nearest, and, in fact, the only carriage road, until you reach 
Gateshead, by which a communication can be had with the 
Durham turnpike-road, by persons living at Bensham, Team, 



DuD8ton,&c. It is, therefore, necessarily subject to consider, 
able traffic from vehicles of all descriptions; and from running, 
as by far the greater part of it does, under the slope of the hill, 
it receives the drainings from the high ground, and is almost 
constantly wet, even when the adioining roads are perfectly dry 
These two cireumstanceb must obviously render it, as the Com. 
mittee found it, a very bad road for foot passengers; and as this 
class of travellers is by far the most numerous, and composed of 
those who can the least afford the expense occasioned by walk- 
ing in wet and mud, the Committee beg to recommend that a 
footpath be made along the whole of this important thorough, 
fare. 

" The Committee proceeded up KelVs-laue, which reouires 
attention in several places ; and Mr. Cout promised they snould 
be looked to immediately. From Kell's-lane up the Church- 
road, the Committee witnessed the extensive repairs made, and 
in progress, and are of opinion that the Surveyors have here 
adopted the proper means to make a good and convenient road. 
Complaints having been made at the parish meeting on the 
26th ult, of the money expended in this quarter, the Committee 
think it right to observe, Uiat, although there has doubtless been 
considerable expense incurred here, they have every reason to 
believe it was absolutely necessary, the road having been in an 
extremely bad state ; and as there now seems to be no doubt 
but it will be jjermanenUy good, the Committee believe that 
the ratepayers will not object to the outlay that has been made 
upon it The Windynook-road was in tolerable repair. The 
Wrekenton roads were then examined, and the Committee feel 
bound to say that the one leading by the King Pit to Spring - 
well was in a very dirty state, and required mending in several 
places, to which the Surveyors promised to attend. 

^ The lane from the turnpike-gate on the old Durham road, 
leading to Heworth, was in a fair condition. 

^ Tuesday, Dec. 10. — The Committee commenced their sur- 
vey in Pipewellgate, upon which they have little to observe, 
with the exception of a public landing- place at the western 
extremity, which, being choked up with deposits of chalk, and 
rubbish of all sorts, is rendered nearly useless; and the Com- 
mittee strongly advise that prompt measures be taken to get the 
nuisance cleared away, as the situation of this landing renders 
it a very great convenience to persons living in this quarter. 
The Committee beg leave to suggest, that three small erections, 
adjoining this landing, be purchased hy the parish ; as a situa- 
tion would thereby be obtained for making a very commodious 
quay, for landing coals, &.c. ; and by charging a small toll for 
its use, the Committee have no doubt but it would prove a 
source of profit to the parish, independently of being a great 
benefit to the inhabitants. 

" The Committee then proceeded to examine the piece of 
road leading from the west end of Pipewellgate to the station of 
the Newcastle and Carlisle Railway, and conceive it to be all 
but impassable. This being one of the roads about which con- 
siderable discussion took place at the last parish meeting, and 
which was also particularly noticed in the resolution then 
passed, the Committee beg to state, that they have ascertained 
that it is a public bridle road and footpath ; but the lessees of 
the property are bound to keep it in repair. Upon consulting 
together as to the propriety of applying to Mr. Ellison, to 
allow this to l>ecome a parish road, the Committee were unani- 
mously agreed, that, taking into consideration its exceedingly 
bad state, and the enormous expense wbich would be conse- 
quently incurred in making the needful alterations and repairs, 
they would not be justified in recommending that the parish be 
so heavily burthened. The Committee are further of opinion, 
that to make this a really useful road, it should be continued to 
the Team turnpike-gate, which would occasion another very 
considerable outlay : too great, indeed, in their judgment, to 
allow the matter to be thought of. This latter portion belongs 
to Mr. Askew. 

" In taking into consideration the propriety of the road lead- 
ing from the end of Romulus- terrace to the bottom of Sedg- 
wick-place being taken by the parish, the Committee agreed, 
that as a considerable portion of rate is here collected, the 
inhabitants are entitled to have their road kept by the parish, 
and recommended that it be accordingly added to the parish- 
roads. This road is in an exceedingly bad state; and accord- 
ing to the Act of Parliament, should be put into proper repair, 
before coming under the care of the Parish Surveyors ; and as 
it appears that its present condition has been almost entirely 
caused by the leading of materials for building the New Union 
Workhouse, the Committee recommend the inhabitants of this 
part to apply to the Guardians of the Poor, for a sum of money 
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to defray the expense of putting it into proper order, as it 
appears that before this building was commenced the road was 
in a very good state. 

** With respect to the last part of their duty, the Committee 
suggest, that the road from the east end of Hillsrate, leading 
past the west end of Messrs. Uawks's works, to the boundary- 
stone on the Oakwellgate road, be taken by the parish, and 
also the part irom the boundary-stone, extencUng eastward to 
the feny. boat Unding, opposite the Red Lion public house; 
the consent of Mr. Ellison and the Newcastle Corporation 
being of course first obtained. 

''The Committee beg to call the attention of the meeting to 
one or two remarks in conclusion. Parish roads are in general 
of very limited width, and where there is not a footpath, are 
liable to be cut up in every part, by the vehicles, horses, &c, 
passing along them. This circumstance operates severely 
against persons travelling on foot, and who are also, for the 
most part, composed of those who can the least afford to protect 
themselves from wet, or bear the expense of the wear and tear 
causeii by travelling in iL But the committee consider that 
the comfort and advantages of a good footpath must be so well 
understood by every person, that it is unnecessary to dwell upon 
them. They will, therefore, only remark, th&t in making their 
survey during the late inclement weather, they have been more 
than ever convinced of its utility, and beg to recommend, that 
the Surveyors be empowered to make a good and sufficient 
footpath along all the parish roads where there is width enough 
for the purpose. The expense will not be great, and many of 
the roads are already provided with one. 

'' Upon closing their Report, the Committee think it proper 
to remark, that, after taking into consideration the many^ diffi- 
culties that have been opposed, this season, to the keeping of 
the parish roads in good condition, they are of opinion, tibat, 
upon the whole, they are in a creditable state." 
The Report gave great satisfaction to the meeting, and was 
ordered to be acted upon ; and thanks (ru^« advt) were voted 
to the Committee ana the Surveyors of Roads, on the motions 
of Messrs. Honevman and Willis, seconded by Messrs. Bram- 
well and Pollock. Mr. Revely pointed out the present most 
inconvenient inequality of the High West-street road ; and 
stated, that the Surveyors had it in contemplation to reduce it 
to a more convenient level. Mr. Pollock threw out a sugges- 
tion (which is well worthy of attention), that the appointment 
of a salaried Surveyor of the Roads might, in the end, be the 
most economical method that the parish could pursue. Thanks 
having been voted to the Chairman, the meeting was dissolved. 



GATESHEAD HIGHWAYS. 

AT A PUBLIC MEETING of the Rated Inbabi- 
Unts ofjthe Parish of Gateshead, held at the Vestry of 
Gateshead Church, on Friday the 27th day of December, 1839, 
pursuant to public notice. 

Mr. MAYOR in the Chair, 
The Report of the Committee appointed at the last public 
meeting, to inquire and report as to the stale of the public 
highways of this parish, having been read — 
// tMiff tmatumoushf Resolved, 

1. That the Report be received, adopted, and carried into 
execution by the surveyors of the Highways, so far as the same 
can be legally done. 

2. That the thanks of the meeting be given to the Committee, 
for the efficient way in which they have discharged the Duties 
committed to them : and to the Surveyors of the. Highways, for 
the readiness with which they have met the Committee, and 
assisted them in their labours. 

3. That these resolutions be advertised in the Oateihead 
Observer. W. H. BROCKETT, Chairman. 

That the thanks of the meeting be given to the Mayor, for 
his conduct in the chair. 



The annual dinner of the Gateshead Borough 
Cricket Club took place on the 26th Dec, at the Wheat Sheaf, 
Mr. William Wilson in the chair : vice-chairman Mr. John 
Dunn. 50 persons were of the company ; and the usual loyal 
toasts were given, followed by ** Tne Mayor and Corporation 
of Gateshead," &c. The evening was pleasantly spent; and it 
was not till some hours after the 6ato fly abroad, that the 
cricketers bowled home, first stumping the score to the worthy 



landlord, who (although they are not altogether free from'^ wkkei 
ways") never ''catches* our worthy friends *^ouf in this 
respect 

The Rev. John CoUinson, on Sanday evening, Dec. 
29, preached his (arewell-sermon as Rector of Gateshead, in St 
Mary's church, before a crowded congregation. His text was 

£art of the 17th verse of the lOth chapter of St. Mark :— "Good 
faster, what shall T do that I may inherit eternal life V* After 
some appropriate remarks on the feelings connected with a re- 
moval from a long-accustomed sphere, the reverend gentleman 
observed, that the time had come when he must say that pain- 
ful word ** Farewell* He felt more at parting than he could 
express. For any sins that he had committed in his pastoral 
charge in Gateshead, during the last thirty years, he asked par- 
don of the Almighty ; and if he had ofiended any one— if any, 
through his neglec^ had suffered wrong or injury— he humbly 
prayed forgiveness. Scarcely a day had passed over his head, 
since he settled in the parish, that he had not an opportunity of 
relieving distress; and it was consoling to him that he pos- 
sessed the means of irranting such relief. The parishioners, 
during his connection with them, had begun and completed 
many good works: not the least of which was the improvement 
of the church. Tne Anchorage School needed support, and. he 
hoped, would receive it liberally. The great thing wanted in 
the country was education— religious education. He hoped to 
live to see this great work begun on a scale commensurate with 
its importance. The present were times of great excitement, 
and the spirit of party ran high. Would that the two conflict- 
ing parties could see that their interests were mutual, and unite 
to give the people a sound religious education. 



FAREWELL DINNER TO THE REV. JOHN 
COLLINSON. 

THERE wiU be a DINNER at MR. DAVISON'S, 
the Black Bull Inn, Gateshead, on Monday, the SOth 
December instant, on the presentation of Plate to the Rev. 
JOHN COLLINSON, Rector of Gateshead, by his Pa- 
rishioners, as a FAREWELL MEMORIAL, on his removal 
to the RectoiT^ Boldon. 

^^ Dinner at half-past four o'clock. 
•«* TickeU, 138. each. 



FAREWELL DINNER TO THE REV. J. COLLINSON. 
AND PRESENTATION OF PLATE. 

On Monday evening, Dec. 30, at Mr. Davison's, Black Bull 
Inn, a farewell dinner was given to the Rev. John CoUinson, on 
his removal from the rectory of Gateshead to the neighbouring 
parish of Boldon. W. H. Brockett, Esq., Mayor, presided— 
supported on his right by the Rector and Dr. Headlam, and on 
his left by John Barras, Esq., and the Rev. Mr. Atkinson, Rec- 
tor of Gateshead FelL Joseph Willis, Esq., Senior Church- 
warden, and James Pollock, Esq.,ofiiciated as Vice-Presidents : 
the former supported by George Straker and Joshua Greene, 
Esqs., and the latter by John Fairbaim, Eso., and other gen- 
tlemen. There were also present— G. smd J. Hawks, T. Bram 
well, F. W. Stanley, Joseph Price, and T. Swinburne. Esqs., 
Lieut CoUinson, R.N., Dr. White, Dr. Featherstone, the Rev. 
Mr. Wooxl, master of the Royal Grammar School, Newcastle, 
the Rev. Henry CoUinson, mtnibter of Trinity Church, Stock- 
ton-u{)onTees, the Rev. Mr. Bewsher, curate of Gateshead 
Fell, the Rev. Messrs. Salvin, Anderson, and Bennett curates 
of Gateshead, and Messrs. Cummins, Andrews, and Lister, 
churchwardens of Gateshead. The number present exceeded 
60; and the liberal host placed before them a dinner of almost 
unprecedented excellence and profusion, including lamb and 
green peas, venison, a monstrous *' goose- pie," &c. &c. &c. 
The style and quality of the feast, and the attention of the 
waiters, were much eulogized by the company. The cloth 
having been removed—*' Non nobis, Domiue !** sung (by Messrs. 
Ferry, Wilson, and Smith,)— and dessert placed on the table, 

The Chairman gave the following toasts, which were drunk 
with due honours . — ** The Queen — and may she long reign in 
the hearts of her people." ** Prince Albert, England's adopted 
son — and may he prove himself worthy of Queen Victoria's 
choice." ** The Royal Family." 

The Chairman then said, that the next toast on his list was 
^ The Army and Navy ;" and he was glad to find, that they had 
amongst them a member of one of these professions— a gentle- 
man nearly connected with their worthy guest, and who had 
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dtsUnguislied himielf in a manner that reBected bonoor mi a 
branch of the public seiriee to which Englishmen looked up 
with pnde and respect He had much pleasure in giviog *< The 
Army and Navy," coupled with " The health of Lieut CoUin> 
son. (Loud cheers.) 

Lieut CoLLiNsoK, amidst renewed cheering, rose and said : 
"I sincerely thank you for the compliment which you have 
paid to a profession to which I feel it to be an honour to belong. 
The wooden walls of old England have acquired, in times gone 
by, a renown which we, I trust, would be found to maintain in 
our day, if called upon bj our countiy. I should be sorry if, 
by the wrongful interruption of our commerce, or any other 
causey necessity for war were to arise ; but should an emer- 
gency of the kind occur, I hope that we should not fall short of 
the skill and prowess of our great predecessors. (Applause.) I 
am much gratified that my professional avocations have 
allowed me to attend this meeting, so pleasing to the feelings 
of my heart; and I again thank you for the kindness which 
you nave been pleased to show to me and to my profession. 
(Applause.) 

The Plate was now brought into the room, and placed before 
the Chairman. It consisted of a tureen and a casserole (maca- 
roni dish), each surmounted by the Gateshead crest (a goat's 
head). There were also two stivers. The inscription was as 
follows:— 

FBISBimD TO 

THE SET. JOHK C0LLIN80N, M A., 

BBCTOa OV 04TBSBIAD, 

BT TBB PABISBIOBBBS, OW HIS BBMOVAL 

TO TBB aBCTOBT OV BOLDOW, 

AS A TBSTmoinAL 

OF TH8IB PBBSOBAL BSTBBM, AMD APPBOBATXOK OP HIS COVDUCT, 

AS THBIB BBCTOB, 

FOB ▲ FBatOD OP WBABLT THIBTT TBABS. 

XXX, OBC. MDCCCXXXIZ. 

The Cbairman called upon the company to fill a fiowing 
bumper, and said, that before he reouetted them to empty it, he 
would endeavour to perform the pleasing duty which had de- 
volved upon him, from the double circumstance of the publie 
office which he flUed, and of his agreement in feeling wiUi the 
subscribers to that testimonial, which it was the object of the 
nt meeting to present It fell, comparatively speddng. 
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(said Mr. fi.^) to the lot of few men to witness, and of fewer still 
to be the object of a scene like this. A thirty years' unceasing 
and laborious execution of the sacred and responsible func- 
tions of a parish-priest— and executed, too, so as to command 
the gratitude andf esteem of all — was a circumstance of but rare 
occuirence, and one calculated to operate upon the best feeling^ 
of the heart It was to commemorate such a performance of 
duty— to stamp with the approbation and gratitude of his pa- 
rishioners the long and useml labours of Mr. Collinson-— tnat 
this meeting was held, and these testimonials were oflered for 
his acceptance— -to show that the people of Gateshead could 
never forget the connection which had existed between their 
pastor and themselves, distinffuished as that connection was by 
every thiuK calculated to render it memorable— by the ready 
hand and the warm heart of their minister, ever at the service 
of the poor— by a desire on his part, and successfully carried 
out in practice, to yield up the more austere prerogatives of his 
rofession to the calls of confidence and friendship— to meet 
lis flock, in short, not so much in the quality of an ecclesiasti- 
cal superior, as in that of a coadjutor, an adviser, and a friend. 
(Applause.) That so long a oonnection should not have ex. 
istra without some differences of opinion, could surprise no one; 
and it would be uncandid on him (the Chairman) not to allude 
to them here; but such differencesof opinion weretheexceptions, 
not the rule, and tended only to show, that the most exemplary 
exereiseofcharitjrand virtue was not inconsistent with the 
sternest independence of opinion. Much less, in all probability, 
would have been thought of their Kuest, had he> either by acci- 
dent or design, agreed with his neighbours under every orcum. 
stance, and on every occasion. Pleasing however as was the 
object of their meeting, it was not without iU psdn. A bond of 
union, cemented by the services and the kindnesses of thir^ 
vears, could not be rent asunder without a sigh. It was proba- 
Die that few, ^haps none of the present company, might wit- 
ness the repetition of such a scene ; for though, God knew, he 
(Mr. B.) wished Mr. Collinson*s successor long life and happi. 
ness, the course of human events by no means warranted the 
calculation, that an equally long-K^mtinued servitude would be 
his. The time, however, had arrived, when their respected 
Rector and his flock must part ; but the parting, happily, was 
aceompanied by drcnmstanoes relieving it of much or that bit- 



terness with which, otherwise, it might have been accompanied. 
Mr. Collinson was leavinf^ them, it was true, but he removed to 
no distant country. His new habitation was but a few miles 
distant from Gateshead ; and he fthe Chairman) knew little in- 
deed of Mr. CoUinson's heart, if his attachment to his old friends 
could be diminished by distance, even if it were fifty times 
peater than that which was about to be placed between them. 
No icood work— no effi>rt of charity or good will— no endeavour 
to alleviate the suffering or improve the condition of the poor- 
could be entered upon in the parish without finding m Mr. 
ColliDson, as heretofore, a zealous and persevering associate. 
It might be unpleasant to their honoured guest to listen to 
these humble, but honest tributes to his character; but justice 
to him, and to those of whose sentiments the Chairman of this 
meeting was the representative, required their publicity. Me 
(the Chairman) would now address himself to Mr. Collinson : — 
He called upwrn Mr. C. to accept the plate before him, as testi. 
menials of bis parishioners' afieetion^ gratitude, and esteem — 
as evidences of their high and unanimous opinion of his con- 
duct as a faithful servant of that Church of which he was the 
minister— as the ready assistant and pi^omoter of every benevo- 
lent undertaking— and as a man whose publie life m Gates, 
head had bera distinguished by virtue, ana closed with honour. 
(Applause.) ** These testimonies of good opinion," said Uie 
Chairman, *^ are offered for your acceptation, not as rewards, 
Mr. Collinson, for services performed, but as lasting memorials 
of our esteem — as tokens of the happy union which has sub- 
sisted between us— and as evidences, to be transmitted to pos- 
terity, that there is no character in this country more worthy 
of admiration, and more esteemed by the people, than a parish- 
priest labouring in his vocation, and commanding, through the 
honest exercise of his functions, the respect and gratitude of his 
flock. (Enthusiastic applause.) Mr. Brockett concluded by 
proposing the health of Mr. Collinson, which was drunk witn 
all the honours. 

The Rev. Mr. Collinson rose, amidst loud cheering, and, 
amidst much emotion, proceeded to say .-—Mr. Chairman, Vice- 
Presidents, and friends, it is ^uite impossible for me to utter 
my thanks sufficiently on this occasion. But I do thank you 
from my heart for this testimony of personal esteem, and of 

Sur approbation of mj conduct, during the long period that I 
ve been with you. I feel deeply to leave a plai^ where I have 
met nothing but good-will, and where my family have grown up 
in happiness around me. At the same time, 1 think I should 
not have been )ustified in refusing an asylum offered me in my 
old age, by m^ very kind Diocesan. I am not so well able as 1 
once was to discharge the duties of a large and populous parish. 
I cannot say, however, that I am not well supported. I have 
now, and have ever had, good curates, some or whom are now 
here present In accepting your kind testimonial, I feel that it 
is not merely given to me inoividually, but is intended to stamp 
the character of the parish-priest It is well to have in a com- 
munity a person distinct from all, and yet connected with al^ 
neither dependent on, nor mixed up with, commeree, trade, nor 
any secular pursuit— « sort of sentinel, whose very presence re- 
minds of danger^-the equal of the highest and ot Uie lowest— 
the servant of all, and yet having authority over all- going 
wherever he is called, and where he is not called— to the vilest 
and most worthless of sinners, rebuking, perhaps reclaiming — 
healing the wounded spirit, binding up the broken heart, sup. 
porting the feeble knees and lifting up the hands that hang 
down. I am glad to think, fW)m the many testimonials of late 
presented to parish ministers, that the ministers of the Churoh 
are doing their duty, and that a good feeling exists between 
them and their people. Depend upon it. that if we are to have 
a virtuous community, we must begin at the beginning. 
Teach the people their duty to God, ana their duty to man wul 
be sure to follow. (Applause.) This that I now see before me, 
i<t a ''farewell" testimonial. 1 cannot forget, that, nine years 
ago, you presented to me another testimoniiJ, extremely valu. 
able in itself, but infinitely more valuable as an expression of 
your approbation. I did not expect this second mark of your 
esteem. If I had had any such expectation, I hope I need not 

Sj that such a motive would not have influenced nqr conduct 
y heart has been in my work. My profession was my own 
free choice. Thanks to a sood father, i had a good education 
and a good patrimony, and I did not need to enter the Church, 
but my inclination was for the sacred profession : and it has 
been ray aim through life so to live as that men might write on 
my tomb, ''Here lies a laborious parisb-priest" (Applause.) 
In bidding you farewell, I do it with regret, vet not without 
eheerfol emotions, because I part from you without disagree- 
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ment I agree with our worthy Chairman, that I should not 
have been worthy of your a|»probation,if I had agreed with you 
always. I bare never forgot that I was an Englishman, nor 
have'l ever shrunk from exercising the privileges of an English- 
man. (Applause.) I go not from you without grounds of satis- 
faction. The parish to which the Bishop has called me, is not 
far distant This is one ground of satisfaction. There is yet 
another. I see hers men of dilferent oreeds and parties, assem- 
bled in harmony. 1 leave you as I found yon— oinited. (Ap- 
planse.) Gateshead, I am sure, is in sucn a course of pros- 
perity, that if you only combine unanimously, as you will do, 
your ancient borough will go on advancing and flourishing to a 
greater extent than any of us dared at one time to anticipate. 
— The rev. gentleman again thanked his friends for all their 
kindnesses to him, and sat down amidst loud cheers. 

Mr. CoLLiMsoN rose, a few minutes afterwards, to propose 
" The health of the Churchwardens, the Twenty-four, and the 
Parishioners of Gateshead." He felt grateful to the church- 
wardens of the parish for the kindness and assistance which he 
had ever experienced from them, and especially from his old 
friend Mr. Willis, at the other end of the table. That gentle- 
man was the first person to whom he was introduced in Gates- 
head, thirty years ago ; and he had always received from him 
great assistance and support. (Applause.) 

Mr. Willis (the toast having been drunk) rose to acknow- 
ledge the honour. Though he did not wish to be tbonght a 
monopolist, yet he believed that in him all the three oharacters 
of the toast were combined — he was a churchwarden, four-and- 
twentyman, and parishioner, (laughter)— and therefore, per- 
haps, he was the most appropriate person to return thanks for 
the compliment He thanked the company for the manner in 
which thev had drunk the toast, and Mr. CoUioson lor the kind 
words with which he had accompanied it: — but he (Mr. W.) 
had always found him kind — and all who had intercourse with 
• him would say the same. (Applause.) 

The Chawmaii having called upon Mr. Willis to propose a 
toast, 

Mr. Willis gave— ^< The Bishop and Clergy of the Dioeese.** 
(Loud cheers.) 

Mr. CoLLiHSON : I feel much obliged for the honour which 
*-you have done to the Bishop and Clergy. I had no acquaint- 
•ance with the Bishop when he eame to this diocese— I had not 
even an introduction to him. His kindness to me and mine .was 
whoUy unexpected. A kinder-hearted man does not exist Two 
former Bishops of the dioeese were well known to me, .and to 
most of us. They ^ero' men of great munificence, and Dr. 
Maltby is at least equal to them-Hind the kindness of his 
manner gives additional value to his liberal deeds. Within 
these few days 1 have had a correspondence with him, which I 
•cannot make public, except by stating, generally, that it has 
reference Co his great anxiety for increued church accommoda- 
tion in Newcastle. As a scholar, he is one of the most eminent 
of his day ; and wherever he has gone, be has conciliated the 
Kood esteem of all amongst whom helwas placed. I believe that 
the Bishop and Clergy of this diocese wiB be found to go on 
together harmoniously^ and that the etfeot and value of their 
services will be more and more appreciated. (Applause.) 

Olae— (Ferry, WilsoD, and SmithV—" Life's « Baiaper." 

Mr. Collin SON : Messrs. Vice-Presidents and gentlemen, 1 
rise to propose atoast towhiohyou wiUall mestheariily re<»pond. 
It is— **OuF Chairman." (Apjilause.) I feel, individaally, 
much obliged to him, for doing me the honour to preside on the 
present occasion. You are- all aware of his great talents, and 
his zeal for the prosperity of Gateshead ; and I, who had the 
pleasure of living near him for some time, know him to be an 
exoeilent domestic character. I hope that he will live to see the 
success of many of those schemes for your prosperity which he 
has so ably advocated. (Three times threes and " one cheer 
more."} 

The Chairman returned thanks. 

Song^Mr. Ferry)— "The Baeotd English gentleman." 

Mr. Swinburne : Although wc are met, on the present 
Oi;casion,on a subject altogether «p|[lertatnin^ to Gateshead, 
we cannot forget the important position in which we stand in 
relation to Newcastle, we must be sensible that much of our 
pp^perity depends upon that town ; and being honoured, also, 
with the presence of several of its excellent inhabitants at this 
meeting, you will not only think it right,biit deem it a pleasure, 
to drink the toa«t of " The Mayor and Corporation of New- 
castle." (Cheers.) 

Dr. He adlam acknowledged the honour; and, after a few 
remarks, proposed—" Both Sides of the Tyne." 



Mr. Steakee : Not lojcgettjng the stream in the, middle. 
(Great laughter.) 

Mr. Willis, in appropriate terma of eulogium, gave " The 
health of Mrs. CoUinson.* 

Mr. Collinson returned thanks on behalf of his lady, who 
(he Mi<i) iiad been truly " a help meet" to him in his minuterial 
office. 

ale«— " Here's a health to all good lasses." 

Mr. CoLUNflON rose to propose "The Mayor and Corpora- 
tion of Gateshead.** The rev. gentlemen was led, by the men- 
tion of these words, to refer to the events and changes of the 
last thirty y^ars; and he touched upon the French Revolution, 
the offspring of the oppressions of the feudal aristocracy— the 
excesses of the people, when the government was in their own 
immediate hands — the military despotism which naturally 
ensued— 4nd the union of moderate men of all parties in this 
country. Partv Tsaid Mr. C.) was a good thing, divested of 
bitterness. It had many wholesome properties, and he should 
be sorry to see its spirit decay. He was here reminded of an 
anecdote which was rather appropriate to his remarks. An 
elderlv clergyman was dining with Bishop Barrington at 
Auckland Castle, when Dr. Paley was also there. Mrs. Bar- 
rington questioned the old priest on domestic matters, and 
particularly as to the terms on which he lived with his wife. 
" During all the long years that we've been married," said the 
parson, " we have never had a word — never once quarrelled." 
"There!" exclaimed Mrs. Barrington, turning to Paley: 
" what d'ye think of that. Doctor V " Think of it ?" said Dr. 
Paley : *• mighty dull, I think. Ma'am !" (Roars of laughter.) 
Mr. Collinson, after applying hisanecdote to the political world, 
went on to say, that the late Reforms — some of which he 
thought, at the time, were too extensive — ^had, on the whole, 
worked well, placing the government of the country on a broader 
and firmer basis. He referred particularly to Municipal 
Reform, and to its results in Gateshead ; and concluded with a 
reference to the present aspect of the times, and the expression 
of a hope that the nation would soon settle down into that 
moderate course which had characterized England for centuries. 
The rev. gentleman resumed his seat amidst loud applause, and 
the toast was drunk with suitable honours. 

The Chairman returned thanks, on behalf of the Corpora- 
tion. There was nothing, he was quite sure, which could 
gratify the municipal representation of^ Gateshead more than to 
know that their conduct had been satisfactory to their consti- 
tuents. He ouite agreed with their worthy Rector, that the 
best security for the tranquillity of a nation was the placing of 
power in the hands of communities, rather than individuals — 
oy giving to the parties who provided the national resources 
those franchises by which any improper application of such 
resources might be prevented. Had sux.-h been the case in 
France— had those securities existed in that country, instead of 
the feudal abominations uadiv which it groaned— it was highly 
probable that the atrocities by which the Revolution was dis- 
graced, and to which Mr. Collinson bad alluded, would have 
been averted. That the Corporation of Gateshead had been 
useful, and would continue to be useful, he sincerely believed. 
It might not be the means of any direct saving of money, but. 
indirectly, it could not fail to economize the finances ana 
increase the comforts of the people, b^ preventing abuses, by 
protecting property, and by promoting those improvements 
which were indispensable to the prosperity of a town, and which 
always slumbered when left to the accidental exercise of zeal 
for the public good. The Corporation, like other bodies, was 
not infallible. It might have done wrong — very probably it 
had : but were it even to become a minister of evil instead of 
good, the people would have themselves only to blame. The 
remedy of all abuse of power was in their hands. If their 
Councillors displeased them, they could dismiss as readily as 
they could elect Complaints, therefore, against freely -elected 
Corporations were in reality complaints made by constituencies 
against themselves. He cordially thanked them for the honour 
done his colleagues and himself. (Applause.) 

Glee—" Mynheer Voa Doock." 

Mr. Aid. Pollock proposed " The health of Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry Collinson." (Cheers.) 

The Rev. H. Collinson thanked Mr. Pollock and the com- 
pany tor the compliment paid to himself and Mrs. Collinson. 
He felt extremely obliged to the committee for invitinj? him to 
this meeting. It was a great pleasure to him to attend, and he 
could not forget that this was the second compliment which he 
had received from the borough of Gateshead. He had a warm 
heart to the place, for though not a bom Gatesider, he had lived 
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in it a long time— long enough to gain ft settlement. (Laughter.) 
And he had enjoyed great happiness in the borough, under his 
father's roof. The company nad expressed their gratitude to 
his father, but what must be his gratitude, who was indebted to 
him for a good constitution, a good education, and a good 
example? (Applause.) His father never forgot bis duties to 
his family ; and how he got through these, and his other duties 
too, it puzzled him (Mr. H. C.) to conceive ; unless it were (as 
Sir Samuel Romilly said) by doing one thing at a time. 
Laughter.) Reverting to the object of the meeting, he would 
observe, that this was not a solitary instance of good feeling 
between a pastor and his flock. Old England always showed 
herself grateful to those who advanced her honour, her dignity, 
and her spiritual improvement (Applause.) He again thanked 
them for the honour conferred upon him and his wife, and be 
would propose the health of a gentleman long known and 
esteemed in Gateshead — a man of a warm heart and excellent 
disposition— his friend Mr. Willis -, together with his brother 
Vice-President, Mr. Pollock. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Willis and Mr. Pollock returned thanks; and the 
Rev. J. Collin SON called upon Mr. Francis Bennett for a 
song. 

Mr. Bennett : Perhaps youll have no objection to a local 
song! 

Mr. Collinson : All the better. 

Mr. Bennett first claimed the privilege of Gateshead to 

Eropose a toast, and gave ** Honest men and bonny lasses." 
[e then sung the following sung, composed for the occasion, 
which elicited repeated peals of laughter, and rounds of ap- 
plause : — 

Sec changes now there diz tyek place 

In ivry life au' atalion, 
Thing* noo is a' tom'd apside doon, 

For lilUe or ne occasion. 
Ten meets wir acts jen luik'd not for 

That driTes yen into sorrow: 
We hev a case in point to-nee(, 

In this wor canny borro*. 

Singing, fal, lal, &e. 
Last Carsmas time whe wad ha'e thowt 

That wor awd priest wad leave as, 
An' cause sec dowly thowts to kum 

Se Tarry much to grieve us ? 
We sartly thowt we had him fiz'd. 

An' fassen'd here till deeth, Sora; 
Unless he bad been prebendized 

By Dean-and^Chapler broeth, Sors. 
His toils an' laboun noo we'll loas :— 

His sarmons for to syer us 
Will all be changed, an' varry suin. 

For wor new Rector's, Davis. 
Aw onej hope an' pray we'll not 

Forget our late Protector : 
For tbortf yeers he's led wor ** train," 

An* been wor sowl Director. 
For warks an' deeds amang the poor. 

For charity an' boonties. 
His match, aw think, ye'U not weel flnnd 

In this or other coonties. 
He's fed the hungry— healed the sick— 

Wivoot yor greie display, Sors : 
He wiT his wealth did gyude by aiealtlK~ 

Lang life to him ! aw say, Sors. 
Teers creeps upon us a', ma frinds, 

An' he'll suin be an' ould un ; 
An' his move frae here, though it's not fkr, 

Aw'm sure ye'll think a howld un. 
Aw trust at times we'll see bis fyeoe 

At chorch and parish-dinners: 
For he's a man that loves the saints. 

Tet hates not the poor sinners. 
This plate we've gi'en him here tO'day, 

Wiv a' iu shinin' glister— 
The yen tureen was myed by fieed, 

The t'other yen by Lister. 
Lang may he live to see them shine 

Like breet and true reflectors, 
Berainding priests boo laymen prize 

Upreet, kindhearted Raetors. 



Noo, flur»-ye«weel, ma canny man. 

Tor wife an' a' yor ohilder : 
The score ye hev wad frighten i 

Their senses quite bewilder. 
Lang may ye live a happy Hie 

When ye fn» Gyetside si war 
There's hundreds here will pray to God 

To bliss ye noo and ivvar. 

Mr. Collinson, at the close of the song, observed, that he 
was much obliged to Mr. Bennett, but was not aware what he 
was asking for, when he called upon him for a song. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. Pollock proposed—** The worthy Rector of Gateshead 
Fell, Mr. Atkinson." (Cheers.) 

Mr. Atkinson returned thanks. 

Mr. Straker : I rise to propose—** The Ladies of Gates- 
head." (Applause and laughter.) [ had the good fortune, in 
my younger days, to form a connection with an old and re- 
spectable family in this borough; and I lived for twenty- one 
years in harmonious intercourse with ever^ member of that 
family. This has made an indelible impression upon my mind 
in favour of the people of Gateshead, and especially the ladies. 
(Cheers.) Worthier, better-disposed women, cannot be found 
on the face of the earth : you will nowhere find virgins more 
virtuous, wives and mothers more affectionate, widows more 
chaste. (Roars of laughter and applause.) I have therefore 
great happiness in proposing the toast of ** The Ladies of 
Gateshead." (Three times three.) 

Song— (Mr. Ferry )~" Smile again, my bonny lassie." 

Mr. Graham proposed ** The health of his worthy friend, 
Mr. Salvin, and his colleagues, Messrs. Anderson and Bennett" 
(Cheers.) Mr. Salvin was well known to them all. His young 
colleagues had only been a short time with them, but they haa 
already made many friends. 

Mr. Salvin acknowledged the toast 

Mr. Fairbairn gave—** The Rev. Mr. Woo J, and the other 
non-residents who have honoured the meeting with their pre- 
sence."* (Cheers.) 

The Rev. Mr. Wood, after returning thanks for the compli- 
ment, and referring to the kindly conduct of the Rector to the 
poor, observed, that although tne interior of the parish-chorch 
nad been extensively and liberally improved, chiefly through 
the exertions of Mr. Collinson, he had introduced no modem 
innovations into the services. These he bequeathed to his suc- 
cessor as pure as he had received them fmm his predecessor. 
From the Rector down to the Beadle-;-(who, by the way, was 
most exemplary in his office,)— every (thing was done according 
to the apostolic injunction — *' decently and in order." 

Mr. B ARRAS proposed ** The health of Lonl Ravensworth 
and the other absent subscribers to the Plate." He gave this 
toast with more pleasure, because many of the subscrilters 
not present were probably unwilling absentees, being ladies. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. Collinson rose to take his leave. You will believe me 
(he said), that I have been much more gratified this night than 
I can express. I have been peculiarly gratified at the presence 
of xny sons, who are called upon to serve their Sovereign and 
their country in different professions. If they needed any in- 
centive to the discharge of their duties, they will have seen, that 
if ** England expects every man to do his duty," she is ready 
to reward his performance of it with solid and substantial markr 
of her approbation. (Loud applause amidst which the Rector 
retired trom the room.) 

Mr. M*Leod proposed,' ** The Lord of the Manor, Mr. 
Ellison;" Mr. Graham, ** Messrs. Reed & Sons and Messrs. 
Lister & Son;" Mr. Fairbairn, **Mrs. Mayoress and Family;" 
and Mr. Graham, ** Our next merry meeUng." These toasts 
were interspersed with songs from Mr. Pollock, Mr. Swinburne, 
and others ; and ** God save the Queen" having being sung, the 
Mayor left the chair. 
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